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THE 

ECCENTRIC MIRROIR. 



HENRY JENKINS. 

Few countries can produce such numerous in- 
stances of extraordinary longevity as the Britisli 
islands, whi(*h afford incontestible proof N.of the 
healthiness of their climate. Among these e)f- 
^amples, the most remarkable is, perhaps, that of 
Henry Jenkins^ who attained the patriarchal age 
of 169 years. Tbe only account now extant of 
thh venerable man is that given by Mrs. Anne 
■SaVille, who resided at Bolton, in Yorkshire, where 
Jenkins lived, and had frequent oppoitunities of 
seeing and conversing with him, 

^' When I came/' says she, to live at Bolton, 
I V¥as told several particulars of the great age of 
Henry Jenkins ; but I believed little of the story 
for many years, till one day he coming to beg 
an alms, 1 desired him to tell me truly how old 
he was. He paused a little, and then said, that 
to the" best of his remembrance, he was about I6^ 
or 3; and I asked, what. kings he remembered f 
He said, Henry VIII. I asked wliat public thing 
VOL. II. — wb.. 11. A. 
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4 HENRY JENKINS. 

he could longest remember ? he, said Flowden- 
field. I asked whether the king was there? he 
said. No; he was in France, and the earl or Surry 
was general. I asked him how old he might be 
then; he said, I believe I might be between lO 
and 12; for*, says he, T was sent to Northallerton 
with a horse-load of arrows, but they sent a big- 
ger boy from thence to the army with them. 
All tiiis agreed with the history of that time ; for 
bows and arrows were then used, the earl he 
named was general, and king Henry VIII. was 
then at Tournay. And yet it is observable that 
this Jenkins could neither read nor write. There 
were also four or five in the same parish that 
were reputed all of them to be JOOyfais old, or 
within two or three years of it, and they all said 
he was an ^derly man ever since they knew him ; 
for he was born in another parish, and before 
any registers were in churches, as<it is said. He 
told me then too Uiat he was butler to the lord 
Conj'ers, and remembered the Abbot of Foua- 
tains abbey very well before the dissolution of 
the monasteries. Henry Jenkins departed thfe 
life, December 8, I67O, at Ellerton upon Swale 
in Yorkshire. The battle of Flowdcn-field was 
fought Septe^nber 9, 1513, and he was 12 years 
old, when Flowden-field was fought. So that 
this Henry Jenkins lived 169 years, viz. 16 years 
longer than old Parr, and was, it is supposed, 
the oldest man born upon the niins of the post^ 
diluvian world. 
^Mn the last century of his life he was a fisher- 
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inaT}> and used to trade in the streams : his diet 
was coarse and sour, and towards the latter end 
of his days he begged upr and down. He has 
sworn in Chancery, and other courts, to above 
1"40 years memory, and was often at the assizes 
at York, whither he generally went on foot; and 
I have heard some of the country gentlemen af- 
firm, that he frequently swam in the rivers after 
he was past the age of 100 years. In the king's, 
remembrancer's office in the Exchequer, is a re- 
cord of a deposition in a cause by English bill^ 
between Anthony Clark and Smirkson, taken 
1665, at Kettering in Yorkshire, where Henry 
Jenkins, of Ellerton upon Swale, labourer aged 
157 years, was produced and deposed as a wit- 
ness." 

About seventy years after his death a taonu- 
ment was erected at Bolton, by a subscription of 
the parishioners to perpetuate the memory of 
this remarkable man.r Upon it was engraved this 
inscription : 

*' Blush not marble t® rescue from oblivion the 
. memory of Henry Jenkins, a pe.son of obscure^ 
birth, biit of a life truly memorable : for he \Vas 
enriched with the goods of nature, if not of for- 
tune, and happy in the duration, if not variety 
of his enjoyments : and though the partial world 
despised and disregarded his low «nd humble 
state, the equal eye of Providence beheld and 
blessed it with a patriarch's health and length of 
days> to. teach mistaken man these blessings are 
entailed on temperance, a life of labour, aicid a 
A 3 
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O MARIA ELEONORA SCHONING, 

mind at ease. 'He lived to tlie amazing age of 
Ji69. Was interred here, 'Dec. l6, 1670, and 
had this justice done to his memory, 1743." 



MARIA ELEONORA SCHONING. 

Maria Eleonora Schooing was th« daughter of 
a,mechanic at Niirnberg, in Germany. The life 
of her mother was sacrificed in giving birth to her 
child. She had the misfortune to lose her father 
at an age when females are most environed with 
dangers^ when seduction employs all its arts to 
destroy their innocence and peace of mind. She 
was not more than seventeen when she buried 
him. Ever since her thirteenth year she had 
been the only attendant on her beloved parenl> 
whom a paralytic seizure, and the loss of the 
use of his limbs confined to his bed. This long 
period of the best years of her youth Maria 
passed beside the bed of sickness, without ever 
beholding the face of heaven, except when she, 
went abroad for medicines or food. She had not 
entered a place of divine worship since the day 
jshe was confirmed. The dutlej of a nurse occu- 
pied all her time. She fomented his aching 
limbs, lifted the helpless old man in her yet feeble 
arms to and from his sick-ted ; and had to at- 
tend to all the domestic concerns. Day after 
day Maria manifested the same patience, wilf 
lipgnessj aud indefatigable assiduity, and watched 
3 
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MAEIA ELEON^ORA SCHONINC. 7 

during many a tedious night, in which the groans 
of the sufferer called her to his bed. Her youth 
Vas spent in grief; she grew up in tears, a stran^ 
ger to the pleasures of childlK)od and the harm- 
less sports of youth. The last words pronounced 
by her expiring father were addressed to his con- 
fessor. " My dear Maria, said he, has treated 
me like an angel, during my whole lopg afflic- 
tion ; the most disagreeable offices never ex- 
torted from her a look of discontent; her ey« 
never met mine, but it beamed with compassion, 
or was suffused with tears for my sufferings* 
<3od," he exclaimed ^' Will reward my excelleat 
girl for her dutiful, attention to me !" He said 
and clofee^d his lips for ever. His wish ,may be 
fulfilled in eternity, in this world the confident 
hope of the expiring parent remained unaccom- 
plished. 

Maria still sat weeping after the tier, on which 
her father, her friend, the only bond that united 
her to the world, the object of her cares, and 
the hope of her future joys, was carried to the 
grave. The last doleful tolls of the bell were 
still accompanying her lam^ntatiQns, when two 
tax-officers, entered the house, and demanded tlie 
papers of the deceased,^ that they might ascer- 
tain whether he had always paid a sum conform- 
able to his oath and his property. 

It should here be observed, that the taxes paid 
by the inhabitants of Niirnbejg were originaJly a 
voluntary contribution, each giving ' according 
to hia iucliuation and circumstances. At the be« 

A3 
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8 MAKIA BLEONORA SCHONIN6. 

ginDing of the fifteenth century a certain stan- 
dard was fixed, and at present each citizen is an- 
iiually obliged to take an oath that the sum paid 
by him is duly proportionate to his -property. 
At his death the tax office has a right to inspect 
his books, and to examine whether his contri- 
bution was always in proportion to his real pro- 
perty. If they find the contrary, if the deceased 
was not scrupulously exact, even to the merest 
trifle, all that he leaves behind is confiscated ; and 
hi spite of wife or family, the city exchequer be- 
comes his heir. After this little explanation, 
which the reader will not think unnecessary, we 
proceed with the narrative. 

After the few documents had been examined 
.and compared with the registers of taxes, the 
«pics of justice declared they had found facts- suf- 
ficient to prove, that the deceased had not paid 
a sum proportionate to his circumstances ; which 
consequently imposed on them the duty of 
placing all the property he had left behind under 
Jock and seal, and requesting the young lady to 
retire to an empty apartment till the tax-office 
should have decided the business. 

Maria, grown up amid pirivalions, accustomed 
to compliance, — the easily intimidated Maria» 
readily obeyed. She hastened to the emptiest 
garret, leaving the officers unmolested to put 
seals upon the doors, and to convey to the tax- 
office all the papers they could find. 

Night cimie on, when Maria, exhausted with 
fatigue and weeping, sought a place of repose. 
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She found the door of her chamber scaled, and 
was obliged to pass the night in the garret upon 
the floor. A few days elapsed before the officers 
returned, and directed Maria to leave the house, 
adding that the commissioners had adjudged the 
property, left by the deceased to the city^exche* 
quer, as it had been proved that her father had 
defrauded the city in the payment of his taxes, 
and had not contributed in proportion to his cir- 
ciimstances. The deceased> before his illness, 
was by no means rich, but lie lived in good re- 
piite, had no debts, and was able to pay in ready 
money for the raw materials which he wanted for 
his business. Three years of indisposition had 
indeed consui^ned the greatest part of the fruits 
of his industry^ but still a sufficiency was left, 
not only to secure his daughter from immediate 
want, but to 9iaintain her, in the economical 
msuitoer to which she was accustomed till she 
»houl4 obtain some situation or other, and have 
become better acquainted with the world. Such 
was the idea that administered conflation to bet 
expiring father. A being whose past existence 
had consisted of a series of sorrows and painfifl 
privations, whose life had been an unioterriipted 
scene of affliction, was incapable of pleading in 
her own behalf. Struck dumb with terror and 
astonishment, like a d6ve driven from the ma- 
ternal nest, Maria found hei-self thrust out of 
her father's house, and the door shut against her. 
All her riches consisted in the clothes she had 
" on ; her pocket; afforded not one solitary peniiy. 
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10 MARPA EL£ONORA SCHONI^G. 

{She had no relations to whom she could apply ; 
for those of her mother had never concerned 
themselves about her, and her fatlxer was a native 
of Lower Saxony*. She had no acquaintance^ as 
all her father's friends had deserted hiril at the be- 
ginning of his illness; no companion, for who 
would associate with a sick-nurse ? Never was 
Jiuman being more solitary and forlorn in the 
midst of its fellow-creatures, than was this inno- 
cent girl, who was now a houseless wanderer in an 
extensive city, in which her exemplary conduct, 
her filial tenderness and mild virtues> had they 
been known, must have commanded thcvadmira- 
tion and esteem of every generous mind. 

Night drew on apace, and Mar^a knew not 
where to find a shelter. With tottering step sb^ 
went to St. James's diurch-yard, where reposed 
the ashes of her father; she threw herself tipon 
%he bare hillock that covered them; she resigped 
herself a prey to grief ; and had it been possible 
for despair and distress to have burst the bonds 
which attached her to life, Mai^a would that 
night have been released from all her misery. 
, Tlie morning dawned over the city; the streets 
began to be throneed ; the bell rung for morn- 
ing piaj'cr, and the grating of the church-doors, 
rouzed the disconsolate maiden from death-like 
stupor. The bashful unfortunate hastened from 
the grave; she concluded that men who had 
driven her frotp her home, end from every thing 
that had belonged to her father, would certainly 
Hot buffer her to linger on the turf that covered 
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his relics. She left tlie church-yard, paced slowly 
through the city gate, and threw herself under a 
hedge, to spend the coming day, as she had done 
^the preceding night, in tears. 

SJowly crept the hours of this dismal day for the 
wretched Maria. Night approached, and hunger 
drove back the sufferer into a place which had 
robbed her of every thing but her wretchedness, 
where she had nothing left but a life that sde 
would most joyfully have resigned. She had not 
the courage to beg, and to the idea of stealing 
her mnocent jkwjI was a stmnger. The last glim- 
mer of evening found her. again at the grave of 
Ji^r father. 

The church-yards of most of the German ci- 
ties . are equally pernicious to morals and to 
health. They have lost the venerable character 
by which they were formerly distinguished ; their 
loneliness and soUuide render them the undis- 
turbed haunts of vice and beastly depravity. It 
was close beside the grave of her father that Ma- 
ria fell a prey to a roving debauchee. The bru- 
tal monster took advai^tage of her situation, and 
tl^ purest innocence lost that jewel which xhe 
epd&ciated Maria, half-dead with hunger, watch- 
iijg and grief, had neither the strength nor the 
spirit to defend. Eate seemed to be in league 
"with her ravisher, and to have paralysed with 
mklignant officioustiess the faculties both of her 
bpdj and mind, while he perpetrated the crime. 
It waa one of those nights of autumn in which 
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the villain had no occasioii»t6 exclaim with Lady 
Macbeth, 

Come thick night , 

And pall thee in th^ dunnest smoke of hell, ^ 

That my keea knife see not the wound it^hiakes. 
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark 
To cry—Hold, hold 1 

An awful silence pervaded the church-yard; 
,all the creatures of day had retired to rest; Na*- 
ture seemed wrapped in the sleep of death. No- 
thing was heard, amid this grave-like stillness^ 
save the fliglit of a solitary bat, ^ the hooting of 
the screech-owl, or the rattling of ^^ chaplesg'* 
skulk in the neighboring charnel-house, 

Maria sat upon the grave of her father : the con- 
sciousness of her degradation, a sentiment which 
it was impossible to suppress, had stupefied all 
her senses. Her father, knowing what snares are 
laid in this deceitful world for female virtue, had 
often warned his daughter to beware of them, and 
had made her acquainted with the trials to which 
her innocence would be exposed. She was, 
therefore, fully sensible of her loss. Amid tfce 
impenetrable gloom in which she was enveloped, 
the times past appeared in lively colors before her 
eyes, unsuscjeptible of any external impression. 
She beheld her sick, hjer emaciated parent, with 
uplifted hands, conjuring her to preserve her in-, 
nocence, if she would not destroy his repose, of 
\^hich he, had enjoyed so small a portion in tl>is 
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world, even beyond the grave. She hnagrned 
that she heard his dying voice, ascending from 
his tomb, and pronouncing these words : ^* Be- 
gone, wrefch; leave a place where thou hast de- 
voted thyself to infamy ; thy innocence waa sa- 
crificed on the grave of thy father." 

This imaginary denunciation of her departed 
father, together with the dreadful darkness of the 
night, and its spectre-like attendants, terrified to 
th'e highest degree, the aheady dismayed 11 aria. 
SUie fled as though infernal spirits >vei*c dri^^^ing 
her from the church-yard. She had not pro- 
ceeded far, vvhen she was stopped by the watch- 
men, to whom she was a welcome prize, as they 
receive a piece of money, of about the value of a 
Miijling, for every gi'rl they find abroad after- ten 
o'clock. It was midnight, and Maria \ta3 con- 
veyed to the. nearest watch-house. 

Being carried the next day before the magis- 
trate, a haughty and imperious man, he up- 
braided her in the harshest terms as a public 
prostitute. This unjust reproach had such an 
eflfi^ct on the innocent creature, who, notwith- 
standing the last guilty night, had no reason to 
blush for any criminal propensity of her heart or 
will, as though she were seized by the icy hand of 
death. . She swooned, aud it was not without 
gi*eat difficulty that the officers of the police re- 
stared lier to her senses. The magistrate having 
farther reprimanded her, dismissed her with the 
tjifcat that the next time she should be brought 

VOL. S.^NO. 11. B 
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14 MARIA ELBQNORA SCHONING. 

before him, he would send her with a smart lec- 
ture into the house of cqrrectiou. 

Maria's heart tprnby this cruel treatment, and 
by her own recollections, now formed a resojution 
which could not have arisen in her gentle mind, 
had it not been engendered by the contempt she 
felt for herself. The events of the past night ; 
the harsh behavior of the magistrate ; the dis- 
graceful appellation which he applied to her, and 
which she thought she merited ; her forlorn con- 
dition—ail these contributed to inspire the reso- 
lution of drowning herself. With this design 
she hastened out of the town towards the river 
Pegnitz. 

, As she passed through the suburb of Wordt, 
she met a soldier's wife, who, in her father's life- 
time, had assisted her in various domestic occu- 
pations that: were too heavy for her strength. 
She was startled by the appearance of the girl, 
whom she addressed in a friendly tone, enquiring 
how she did, and what brought her so far -from 
home. To a being driven about as she had been 
by the blasts of misfortune, the tone of tender- 
ness was a cordial. These were the first words, 
sweeteped with humanity that an}- human crea- 
ture had spbk(^n to her, since those of her ex- 
piring father. Her dormant sensibilities "were 
awakened, ^yith impas£iioned fervor i^he threw 
her arms around the woman, whose looks and 
words were so expressive of sympathy and affec- 
tion. With difficuky «he gave her on account. 
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interrupted by sobs and tears, of her misfortunes, 
Lcr sufferings, and her resolution. The good 
woman wept with her, pressed the wretched or- 
phan to her hedrt, and intreated her in the tcn- 
derest manner, to relinquish lier melancholy in- 
tention, as by taking away her own life, she 
would deprive l^rself of all hope of eternal felf- 
city. - 

Maria was pliable, timid, and opeti to religi- 
ous impressions ; it required not much persnusi- 
on to induce her to abstain from an action at 
which her heart trembled, and which her religi- 
on condemned. Sh^ accompanied her guardian 
angel, whose name was Harlin, to her habitation, 
at no great distance. 

This honest woman was, likewise, one of thbse 
whose whole existence is a continued series of 
affliction and distress ; for whom the world has 
no other 1)alm than sleep, no oth^t physician 
,than death. She was married to one W the city- 
soldiers^ who had been long ill and confined to 
his bed. Two ydimg childfen constituted alfher 
riches; she maintained herself and ftmrily hy 
washing, and a difficult task she found it to pr^ 
vide bread for four persons. She had sevenfl 
times, by want of work, and the cries ■ of tlie 
hungry children been driven to the brink of des- 
pair, and had beert on the point of putting one 
of her children to death, that she might bersetf 
be relieved from the burden of life. This she 
thought would be a remedy for all theii#wanti*^ 
the remaining child would be placed in the el*- 
B 2 
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phan house and her husband in the hospitjvl, 
Avhile her e^cecution would reconcile her wi1h 
God, and she should be happy y^hh her mur- 
dered infant. These tragical ideas she commu*- 
nicated to Maria^ on who^ mind they made a 
d«ep impression. In a subsequent conversation 
0a the same subject, she declared herself incapa- 
ble of conceiving how it was possible to take away 
the life of any human creature, and in particu- 
lar, of aa, inooceut child. '^ And for that very 
leason, because it is innocent, 1 would send it 
before me out of tbe world, in which no plea- 
sures await it. Do you suppose I would cbuse to 
suffer for tlie sake of a bad child ? On that ac-- 
#ount, too, I would take Nanny with me, be- 
cause she was always so dutiful and ^o good ; 
but as for Fr^nk, he has already learned some 
tiicks,^and is fitter for tfee world.'* This answer 
Irighteoed the tender Mariaj. who hugged tb^ 
w^^ildren closely in her arms^ as though she 
vould protect theipi front', their mother. 

The vo^uui, whose poverty was equalled onlj 
)>j her hospitality, kept the forlora - orphan ia 
Ipr house. She redoubled her eiFoits to procure 
-v^ork^ in which Maria was her faithful assistant. 
Thus these hapless mortals passed the summer; 
they were never in absolute want of the most 
uec^essary articles of subsistence^ though their 
supply was indeed but scanty. 

Winter arrived, and brought with it a season of 
4jr«ad%l afflictioa for this wretched family. HUr* 
}i^ hei^elf fell ill : grief aad hard labour had ex- 
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hausted her strength, and symptoms of a con- 
sumption began to appear. Mpria strained every 
" nerve to support her friend and her family; but 
this far exceeded her ability. She neither pos- 
sessed the boldness, nor the persuasive faculties 
that are requisite for the procuring of employ- 
ment ; and hence, with the best inclination in 
the world to work, she was often obliged to 
keep holi<Jay. Every article of the least value 
ivas sold or pawned and the house was stripped 
as bare by the iron hand of necessity, as were 
the adjacent gardens and the neighbouring wood 
by the rigors of winter. 

Spring was not far distant when Harlin began 
to amend. She wanted nothing but strength*; she 
could not hold herself upright. The physician had 
directed her to take nourishing food, and a little 
wine daily, assuring h^r that if she odl^red to, tlrts 
diet, her health would soon be restored. Mariarwas 
present when the physician gave her this consola*- . 
tory inteliigence ; she r^oiced for the first time 
in her life ; it was the first and the last pleasing 
illusion- that her soul ever cherished. H<^ 
thojigbts were wholly occupied in devising 
how to procure her friend the prescribed refreslir 
ments; but in vain did she rack her inventiof|, 
no method, no opportunity of eftVcting this ob- 
ject could she discover. 

Harlin gradually grew, weaker, and at the same 

time*more silent imd pensive. When Maria ot}- 

served bet thus lost in thought, she conceived 

that ber despairing friend was broodin^'over tjbe 
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18 MA^fA fihUONOllA SCHONINC- 

plan of inurdering her child, in order to put art 
^nd to her own life. This apprehension gave in- 
cxpressiWe pain to the excellent girl; and so 
jnucb the more as the little creatures clung about 
her with the most childlike attachmenj:, and the 
tender Maria felt a love and aflfection for them 
us strong as though she had herself been their 
ID other. 

Under these cruel circunjstances, arrived th« 
day pregnant with her fate. On that day non« 
of the miserable femily had a morsel to eat. 
Night came on and their teeth chattered with 
the cold. The children cried for bread, Maria sat 
.besidie the[ straw bed of her friend ; who uttered 
not a syllable, no, not even a sigh. The sor- 
row ibl Maria grasped her hand; it was shrunk^ 
cold and lifeless. She stroked her cheek, adowa 
ivhich trickled i)ig, beavy tears. She asked, 
%vl)ether she was in much pain, butobtaiijed no 
answer. Maria's Iteart was ready Uy burst; she 
uras on the brink of despair. A courage not her 
<mn animated her soul. In this state, so contrary 
to her nature, she conceived^ •the idea of saving 
her friend at the expence of her own person. 
She hastened, as iH impeUed by a supernatural 
power, to put it into execution. 
' ' -She recollected that the ravisher of her inno- 
cence had been desirous of expiating his offence 
by the offer of money. Maria formed the pain- 
ful resolution of seeking to earn something in 
^e same way, and of relieving her friend with 
^be produce of her guiU* It was u«w 4.ark ; tbt 
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w^tinto the city, but durst not venture to ap- 
proach the church-yard in which her father wo» 
interred. She repaired to other lonely situations, 
but not a creature did she meet with. The wea- 
ther was unfavourable ; the snow fell fast, and a 
tempestuous wind howled through the streets. 
No night could have been more perfectly adapt- 
ed to cool the passions of the debauchee. Poor 
Maria, how cruelly wast thou treated by froward 
fate! In pious simplicity thoo kneltst at the 
grave of thy father, virtuous and pure, and thy 
innocence became the prey of a brutal ravisher. 
Thou sinnedst without inclination^ without eft- 
joymtnt, without resistance. Sorrow, hunger^ 
and want had deprived thee of energy, and thy 
nerves of the power both of acquiescente and of 
resistance. Nature and man were leagued to ^f* 
feet the dishonor of the pure, of the spotless 
Maria. — Now, when the unfortunate creature, 
who thoroughly despised herself, was excited to 
a repetition of the guihy d^ed by the virtuoun 
motive of saving four of her fellow creatures 
from starving, she could find no opportunity of 
committing this magnanimcKid crime. Sh6 con- 
tinued to wander through the streets. The tempest 
howled with increased fury ; the snow was now 
of considerable depth; breathless and fatigued 
she fought shelter beneath a shed. Into a corner 
of this bttiWing^a watchnaan had crept for refuge 
from the rigors of the^nighh To him she was a 
welcome guest, and^.ia a trice she found l^ierself 
in the vratch-house. - ^ . 
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The next morning she was carried before thtf 
same hard-hearted magistrate as had treated her 
so roughly on a former occasion. He sent her with- 
out any father ceremony to the bouse of correc- 
tion, ordering at the same time that she should 
receive the usual welcome. On her arrival, she 
was, directed to wait in the front court-yard. 
The master of the house appeared, tied her to a 
post^ and prepared to inflict on her the, severe 
discipline of the whip. She begged, she intreated, 
she screamed, she made all the 4)pposition in her 
power — but in vain. Seeing no chance of escap- 
ing the disgraceful punishment she exclaimed in 
a fit of despair: 'Stop! I deserve a very difife- 
rent punishment; I have murdered an infant 
child.'* ** That, to be sure, is a different affair ;" 
said the man, unbinding her. He immediately 
sent an account of the circaaistance to the city- 
judge. An officer presently appeared, examined 
the girl concerning the crime of which she ac- 
cused herself, and as she persisted in her first 
declaration, she v^as conveyed as a murderer to 
priison. 

In a few days she was brought up for a 
clpser exailiination. lu was represented to her 
that she could not have committed the crime 
alone, and without accomplices, «is she could not 
have gone out immediately after her delivery to 
dispose of the child. She theti acknowledged 
that Harlin was privy to the wh<>)e affair, that 
•he had assisted her at the birth, and had bujried 
the child in the wood. From the hegianing of 
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her confinement, Maria had therished the idea of 
involving her friend in l)er fate. She wislied to 
help her out of the world, and to spare her the 
necessity of perpetrating the crirae of murder; 
and the present opportunity appeared too fa 
vorabhe to he neglected. Full of this thought 
she heartily rejoiced at the service whicTi she 
should thus render to her friend. 

Harlin was at this time too ill to be removed 
to the prison : an ofRcer was therefore placed 
over her in her own house. When slie wa« 
so far recovered a3 to be able to go abroad she 
was confronted with Maria; who repeated her 
former declaration in her presence. *' For God'« 
sake Mari^, how have I deserved this treat- 
ment?*' was all the reply that the astonished wo^ 
man was abl^ to make. She denied the Whole^ 
and to every question of the judge, she returned 
no other answer than — " I know notbiog of tli# 
matter.'' Thfe two prison^rt w^re repeat^ly exr 
^mined in the presence of each other ; the 8«0i# 
scene was invariably exhibited^ Maria persisting 
Btedfastiy in her declaration, and Harlin in her 
deniatof the fact. 

At the fi.fth examination, Harlin was threaten- 
ed with the torture; tlie instruments were 
brouglit, and arranged by the executioner; and 
she was warned for the last time either to con- 
fess at once, or to prepare for inevitable torture. 
This menace terrified poor Maria in the higliest 
degree: a convulsive agony shook her whole 
frame. She was desirous of releasing her friend 
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from a life of misery, not to draw down iipoa 
her unavailing tofment. She hoped to be her 
benefactress ; she now looked upon herself as her 
executioner. She stepped , hastily towards her, 
and presssing her bounden hands between her 
own : '' Hannah ! dear Hannah !" she exclaimed, 
*' All will be provided for, and Nanny too will 
be put into the orphan-house!" 

Mana s motive instantly flashed like lightning- 
upon the mind of Harliil. She now saw with grate- 
ful emotion, the benevolent design of her friend^ 
which, without the perpetration of gnilt, would 
remove them into eternity. .With cheerfuhiess 
and courage she now addressed herself to the 
judge. She acknowledged herself to blame in 
having so long denied the charge, and confessed ' 
that Maria's declaration was perfectly consist- 
ent -with truth. A» the prisoners adhered witV 
out variation to this confession, an early day 
was appointed for their trioli and they were both 
ftedtenced to be beheaded.- 

,The day before the execution the two delin- 
quents were allowed an interview, which gave 
occasion to an exceedingly affecting scene. 
The approaching catastrophe had changed the 
sentiments of Maria with respect to her friend. 
She now thought it cruel and inhuman in herself ' 
to devote lier generous benefactress to death. 
She was on the point of disclosing the whole 
truth, but was restrained by the desire of deaths 
by the invincible solicitude to quit the world. 
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When she saw UUrlin advancing to^^ards her 
with a serene and cheerful CQUotenance^ she ut- 
tered a ]oud scream of anguish^ and gave free 
scope to l\er sensations. She tlirew herself into 
the arms of her friend, and amid sobs and sighs 
incessantly implored her forgiveness. Her tears 
flowed without ceasing. Harlin pressed the 
alHicted girl w ith the most fervent affection to 
her heart; like a tender mother she dried the 
tears from her cheeks; assured b^^r in the most 
friendly manner, that she had nothing to forgive 
her> but, that on the contrary, she was her only, 
her greatest benefactress, as she had spared her 
the commission of a grievous 8in> and released 
her from a world of misery. Dreadful was the 
conflfct of opposing sensations in the bosom of 
the wretched Maria. The soothing expressions 
of her tender, magnanimous companion; her 
solemn protestations that she would undertake to 
answer for them both before the judgment-seat 
of God, were incapable of alleviating the anguish 
she endured. There w*as n6 end to her tears and 
lamentations, and sh« wrung her hands like one 
rediiced to despair. 

The presence of the clergyman, and the pre- 
parations for the sacrament at length restored to 
lier soul « degree of composure. '* .Come^ Ma- 
ria/' said Harlin, " let us partake of this holy 
sacrament with cheerful reliance on God, and on 
the enjoyment of eternal happiness." These 
consolatory words, pronounced by the lips of af- 
fection, and accompanied with looks of tender- 
3 
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Bess, recalled peace for a few minutes to her 
troubled soul. They communicated together, 
and parted in melancholy silence. The excellent 
woman once more pressed the desponding girl 
to her bosom, a:nd said, " Be of good cheery 
Maria; to morrow we shall be yonder above, 
and all our afflictions will remain here below.*' 
She then hastened from her; on reaching her 
cell, she heaved a deep sigh, and exclainred, with 
emphasis: *^ God be thanked that this is past; 
the anticipation of this scene alone embittered 
my confinement, otherwise ihe sweetest and 
most agreeable portion of my life!" She then 
tiianfeed the gaoler for the indulgence with which 
]\e had treated her, took" an affecting leave of her 
fftii>ily, and lier whole behavior displayed a hea- 
\^i>ly serenity, as though they had already be- 
longed to the beings of a better world. 

On the day of execution she conducted her- 
self with the same cheerfulness and equanirhity. 
She heard the bell ring, and proceeded to the 
scaffold with aaease, fortitude, and intrepidity, 
equally remote from timid dejection, and auda* 
cious boldness. A sacred serenity that touched 
every spectator appeared in her whole behavior. 
She seemed to uiiite the simplicity of innocence, 
with the dignity of an exalted mind. Very dif- 
ferent was the state of the wretched Maria. The 
desponding girl, who still accused herself of being 
the murderer of her friend, suffered inexpressible 
anguish, and nothing but the hope that she 
fchould still be able to «ave her innocent ccTmpa- 
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iiton by a frailk confession of ^the troth ;preserve<} 
her from t6tnl sttipefactibn and insenkrbifity to- 
aH that was pa^s/ng* arocind ^ her. Slie ' wtilked 
not, bnt was dragged" niore dead th^ri aHvfe to' 
the place'of executiba.* Hariiri' went first; fre* 
qHiently did she look back with love and compas^ 
sion at her Maito. When' thdr ey^ met, she' 
wonW - tahi hefrs ' joyfMly t6wards he^ven> as^ 
though sh^ wbdid have cheen»d ber friend whh- 
the idea: *' We shM soon be yonder." 

They now stood at' the foot of the scuflfbid; 
HUrlin was' to b^ execotcid first; She once more* 
took leave of 'the half-dead and trembling Maria;' 
^* I>e^r Mdria/' swd she teriderly at parting, '' m^ 
a few moments we ^hall be together in heaven!" 
She ' then asc^nd^d the ste^s. Marians eyes fol- 
lowed her. Shebehdd -her friehd snrrounded* 
by the assistants t>f the executiori^r, busily em* 
ployed'in biricKng up hei* hair, ^jad uncovering' 
her neck. This spectacle operated' wrth the* 
gtJ?^tiEst violeilfcf6 bn the girl ; she saw her friend 
in th^ h^rids of the executioner, and she alone* 
was' the' *catisie of her 'death, she alone washer 
* mt^rdei^er. It seamed as though this sight and 
this idek/trlariSftised nevv life into her almost in- 
aniffl^te frame, and' sirpplied every nerve with 
new 'energy. With a loud' and piercing voice, 
she cried; ^^ St6p, fo^* Goffs sake, stop ! she is , 
intJocent f She then threw herself at the feet 
oiP'th^^sb'erifF an"d the ' clergyman, imploring 
tbtbl^to srfve'HJirlin^wbb wasperfedtly kmocentr 
YOL.^.^NO. 11. e 
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adding, that she had herself invented the vfhble 
story from disgust of Ufe ; that she had never 
borne, much less destroyed a child; she was 
ready to die; but she \begged for heaven's sake 
thai they would not load her with the crime of 
murdering her friend by her false evidence, and. 
that the sentence might be executed on her alone 
for having forged such a charge* The sheriff 
asked Harlin if Maria's declaration were true, or 
ifshe adhered to her confession. She answered 
sorrowfully and with evident reluctance; '^ Most 
certainly what she says is true ; I acknowledged 
myself guilty, because I wished to die ; and it 
may, therefore, easily be supposed that now, 
when I am so near the object of my desire, this 
declstration of my innocence proceeds not from 
the motive, of preserving my life. My Only ob- 
ject is to cotifirm the truth as disclosed by Maria, 
and to relieve her from the distress she feels for 
having accused me though innocent." 

This explanation, together ^ith the. persua* 
«ions of thfe clergymen, and the^murmur oT com- 
pas^on that, proceeded from the people, induced 
the sheriff to send the town*adjutant, with a re- 
port of the circumstances to the town- house, to 
demand a reprieve of the members of the senate, 
assembled there. It should be observed that at 
Nuremberg, it is customary for the three oldest 
senators to remain together at the town-house, 
till an execution is ovei*, that in case of an ex* 
traordinary ^exigency, they may give tb^ neces* 
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5ary directions how to proceed, in the name of - 
the whole senate. 

During the interval that elapsed till the return 
of the mf^ssenger, one of the clergymen thought 
fit to reprimand HUrlin severely on account of 
the first statement she had given. " 1 confess 
the truth/' replied she, " not with a view to save 
my life. The murder wa^ feigned by Maria, for 
the purpose of helping herself and me out of the 
world, of which we were both tired and dis* 
gusted. At first conscious of my innocence, 
and ignorant of th^ good mtentions of my 
friend, I denied the murder. But pf what avail 
was this? My protestatioiw were bmnded as lies 
and shameless impudence. I was threatenefl 
with the torture, and my hands were already 
bound so tight, thatmy wrists still bear the marks 
of the cords. One of the gentlemen present 
threatened that I should be stretched till day- 
light might be seet^ through me, and then he 
imagined, I should be ready enough to confess 
niy guilt. I had no inclination to await the ful- 
filment of this threat, and chose rather to ac- 
knowledge myself guilty immediately; and ihis I 
did "the more cheerfully, as I was by this time ap- 
prised of the kind intention of my Maria." 

Still the clergyman was so hard-hearted and 
unreasonable as to persecute her with farther re- 
proaches, to which the magnanimous woman 
deigned not to reply. ^ The only wprds she ut- 
tered^i)esides> during this melancholy pause were 
c a 
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addressed to the unhappy paitner of her fitc 
" O Marig, Maria, said she, a few moments pati- 
ence longer, and all had been well ; it had all 
been over by this. time, and we bappyT Ti:^ 
wretched girl lay senseless on the steps of the 
scaffold. The last violent exertion had e;x- 
haus^ed her strength ; she was in tlie agonies of 
death. 

The messenger returned. The answer directed 
the sheriff to proceed with the. execution. Tbii 
intelligence restored Hartin to her former jsere- 
nity. Her. bead was struck _off amid^ the ,Ja* 
mentations of tlie people. The execu^ipuer,w98 
incapable of dispatching more thap one inQo« 
cent person ixt a^time. .He felt uq well;. his at* 
teadants were>bliged to perform his office ijpopi 
^aria. She had before, expired; Death h^^ 
employed his powerful ,8cythe to cut down ^ 
flower which ,w^s^ready yritljered. nSqch v(^ 
^e «nd of two mort^als, ^fiose liv^ we^e ,nqt 
7rorth.the,enjqyment, and ^\ko ^pp^ar ,to h^^ve 
been ctea^diqaerely for;tbe p^rpp/iie of dj^Qg .^ 
itiolent death. 



JOHN RICHARDSON PIMHOSE BOBEY. 

This negfo, who can scarcely be distinguished 
from any other black M'hen dressed and with his 
hat on, may justly be considered as a, very re- 
iftiarkable pherunnenon of nature. Part 6f hi? 
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forehead is white ; the hair and skin from thence 
to the back part of his head are as white as the 
finest wool, and shine like silver^ while the rest 
of his head and hair is black as jet. On other 
parts of his body^ on his breast, arms, and legs^ 
the black is likewise intermixed with white spots, 
eqaal in delicacy to the color of any Europeaiv 

This extraordinary man Avas born at Guanga* 
boo^ in the parish' of St. John,- near Kingston, 
Jamaica, July 5, 1774, of black paren^, wba 
were slaves in the R^v. Mr. Pilkington's planm- 
tibns. His mother, who had four children, be* 
sides, was so alarmed when she discovered thi» 
her youngest was spotted-skinned, that she 
eould not be prevailed upon to give hiib the 
breast. Such an astonishing child soon exeited 
the attention of his master, and other gentlemiew 
in the plantations, but particularly of Mr. Blun* 
dell, an eminent merchatt of Liverpool, who hap- 
|>^ned to be in Jamaica, when he was only a few 
months old, and declared him to be the greatest 
curiosity ia nature he ever saw. As soon as he 
had completed his second year he was, (at the 
suggestion of Mr. Graham of Kingston and 
others) exhibited as a public show and a likeness 
of him was painted and sent to England. It was. 
afterwards deposited in St. Andrew's college at 
Glasgow as a singular lusus natures. 

On the death of the Rev. Mr. Pilkington, the 

plaiHations and slaves, including poor Bobey, his 

£[ither and mother, were sold to Arthur Macken- 

Aie^*Esq. the present proprietor, and wi#whoia 

c 3 
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his i^tJyons fi^iU xe^Djaui^ ^is former i^aster 
having b^d seyer^. childr^, ^vho were gent to 
Bnglaiul for their education^ l^eft to one fof l;iis 
sons <Henry P^lkingtop, who npw nesUies at Sir- 
ipingham) considerable ()fO|>erty^ together witjh 
tjjis spqjttied negro, yrh^Qm he w^ to t^ke care of 
and keep its his servanjt^ but the yojung man «e- 
vcr possessed either the property or serva^it, 
through the treachery pf those to whom the tr^st 
was committed. 

Daniel Dale, Esq. uncle to Mr. Pilkiogtoa, is 
at pr^ent in the possessic>n of n^any plantatioi^ 
in Ja^oaica, and likewise became the ojast^ of 
Bobey, who, at the age of 12 years was sent 
by him to England, ^d was christened at St« 
John's church, Liverpool, By the Rev. Mr. Hudr, 
aon; the -addition of l^ichardson wi^s made to 
his name in honor of a gentleman, a very re^ 
putable merchant at liverpool, who was very 
partid' to him. He was then sent to^ London, 
where he arrived on the memorable day when 
his Majesty attended by the most distinguished 
•f his subjects went in procession to St. PauFs 
cathedral to return thartks on his recovery in. 
1789. He was first exhibited in the Hayiparket 
at ^2s. 6d. each for about two months, l^jioon af- 
ter his arrival in England, he was sent by Sir W., 
Bogle, of Bloomsbury- square, for the inspection 
of the university of Oxford. The gentlemen of 
science there, particularly Dr. Thompson, con- 
cluded that the extraordinary spots on his skin, 
being A)eautifuUy variegated aliqver h\$ body^ 

- * 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



JOHW SICHA^BSON P1HR08E BOBCT. 



31 



could jiot have originated from a fright of the 
mother^ as in such case they would have been 
cpnfijied to (me particular fart : dot could they 
ij^ 9Dy degree account £>r so singular a work of 
mature. 

Mr. Clarke^ the then proprietor of the wild 
beasts, &c. at Exeter Change^ visiting tbb curio- 
sity af the Haymarket^ purchased him as an ap- 
prentice, by indentures^ of Mr. Dale for 100 
guineas^ and he was in consequence exhibited at 
Exeter Change. ITie principal nobility of the 
kiilgdom now visited the Spotted Negro, who 
was a^ pFCtsented for inspection at Buckingham- 
Hosse to their Majesties by Mr. Tenant, of Pen- 
tpnville. Prince William of Gloucester fre- 
quently came to see him at Exeter Change, and 
Bobey being then placed near an Arabian savage, 
which was particularly attached to him, the Uuke 
Would frequently pretend to beat Bobey, while 
the. consequent rage of the savage afforded mach 
mirth to the company. ^ 

In process of time Mr. Clarke sold his Mena- 
geiie by auction, and Bobey on this occasion ag{- 
sisted to bring forward the lots of monkeys, and 
other animals. As soon as they were disposed 
of, it ciune to poor Bo bey's turn to be offered for 
sale, but having during his short stay in England 
acquired some notions of our free c;onstitutioh—- 
having already felt the blessings of liberty, and 
being convinc^ that mankind cannot be sold 
here like brutes, as in his native country, with 
honourable indignation b^ refused to come foi- 
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vtaifd, and, cfeclared he would not be sold like 
the moakeys. Mr.* Pidcock, the purchaser of 
the wild beasts, however, bought the remainder 
of his time by indenture, of Mr. Glarke fo^r 
50 guineas. 

Bobey, having enlarged the circle of his ac- 
quaintance, and learning from his friends that 
no apprentice in this country could be transfer- 
red without his own consent, agreeably to their 
advice,still I'efused his concurrence to the sale, but 
continued in the service of Mr. Clarke for some 
months after the auction. Not contented, how- 
ever, with Mr. Clarke's situation, he engaged 
himself with Mr. Pidcock at fexeter Change at a 
more liberal salary than what he had hitherto 
enjoyed. IJe left Pidcock after about four 
. months service, and became the husband of an 
English lady, whose brother is principal painter 
to the Circus. For some time they visited the 
fair* in company with the exhibitors of wild 
beasts and from the great encouragement they 
received, they now resolved to set up in business 
for themselves. By a proper application of 
their savings, they soon made up a good collec- 
tion of monkeys, birds, beasts, &c, and not- 
withstanding the expence of travelling, and the 
maintenance of five horses and men, such are 
the exertions and industry of this couple, and 
the satisfaction they give at all the principal 
fairs, that there is little doubt but in a short time 
they will accumulate a decent tbrtune. 

During their exhibilions Bobey has been fire- 
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qaently examined and rubbed by some ignorant 
people^ who have imagined that bis skin was 
painted ; but they have been soon satisfied that 
there was no deception. He is about 5 feet 8 
inches higH^well proportioned^ his features re- 
gular, and, for one of the African race, may b^ 
considered handsome. He has a remarkable 
manner of imitating singing birds, particularly the 
sky-laik, thrush, blackbird, nightingale, and 
various others ; also the young pig, puppy, and 
other animals. ,He has been for some years a 
member of the first masonic societies in this 
Jiingdou), both of the ancient and modern or*' 
ders. He very wiliiu^ly submits, when required^ 
to tie. examined by the curious, with respect to 
thei reality of his spots. In conversation he is afl^ 
ble, and in bis dealings so very correct, that we 
, jjaay venture to say there are maay white characr 
ters who would be^found more black and fuUerof 
ilenmhe^ th^u this Spotted Negro. 



ANN^E GREEN. 

The extraordinary history of this woman, is re- 
lated by Dr. Plot in bis natural history of Ox- 
fordshire. '* In the year 1650, says that writer 
Anne Green, being a serva6t-maid of Sir Tho- 
mas Read of Duns Tew, in Oxfordshire, was 
with child by some servant or other of the fa- 
mily (as she constantly affirmed when she had 
little reason to Jie,) and, through over-working 
herself in turning of malt, fell in travail aboui 
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the fourth month of her time: but being young, 
and not knowing what the matter might be^ she 
repaired to the privy, where the child (scarcely 
iibove a span lotig, of what sex could not be dis- 
tinguished,) fell from her unawares. Presently 
after, there appearing signs of some such matter, 
and she having before confessed that she had 
been guilty of zchat might occasion her being with 
child^ a search instantly was made, and the infant^ 
found. 

" Whereupon, within three days after he^ deli- 
very, she was conveyed to the castle at Oxford, 
where forthwith (an assize being purchased on 
purpose) she was arraigned before Serjeant Ump- 
ton Croke, then living at Marston, who sat ns 
•judge by a commission of oyer and^ terminer, and 
by him sentenced to be hanged; which was ax:- 
cordingly executed on the 14th of December, in 
the castle yard, where she hung about half an 
hour, being pulled by the legs, and struck on th6 
breast (as she herself desired) by divers of her 
friends ; and, after all, had several strokes giv^n 
her upon the stomach with the but-end of a sol- 
dier's musket. Being cut dow n, she was put in* 
to a coffin, and brought away to a house to be 
dissected ; where, when they opened it, notwitb- 
sta9ding the rope still remained unloosed, and 
straight about her neck, they perceived her 
breast to rise; whereupon one Mason, a tailor, 
intending only an act of charity, set his foot up- 
on her breast and belly; and, as some say, one 
Orum, a soldier, struck heragain with the but- 
end of his musket. 
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Notwithstanding all which, when the learned 
and ingenious Sir Williani Petty, then anatomy 
professor of the University, Dr. Wallis, and Dr. 
Clarke, then president of Magdalen College, and 
Vice-chancellor of the University, came to pre- 
pare the body for dissection, they perceived some 
small rattling in her throat; hereupon desisting 
from their former purpose, they presently used, 
means for her recovery by opening a vein, laying 
her in a warm bed, and causing another to go into 
bed to h^r; also using divers remedies respecting 
her senselessness, head, throat, and breast inso- 
much, that within fourteen hours she began to 
sp^ak^ and the next day talked and prayed very 
heartily. 

*^ During the time of this her recovering, the 
officers concerned in her execution would needs, 
have had her away again to have completed it on 
her: but by the mediationof the worthy Doctors, 
and some other friends with the tlien governor of 
the city. Colonel Kelsey, there was a guard set 
upon her to hinder all further disturbance till he 
had sued out her pardon from the powers then in 
being; thousands of people in the mean time 
coming to see her, and magnifying the just pro- 
vidence of God in thus asserting her innocency - 
of murder. 

" After some time. Dr. Petty hearing she had 
discoursed with those about her, and suspecting 
that the women might suggest unto her to relate 
something of strange visions and apparitions she^ 
had seen during the time she seemed to be dead 
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(which they already had begun lo do, telling 
about that she said, she had been in a fine green 
meadow having a river running round it, and that 
all things there glittered like silver and gold) he 
caused all to depart the room butjhe gentlemen 
of the faculty who were to have been at the dis- 
section, and asked her concerning her sense and 
apprehensions during the time she was hanged. 

^^ T6 which she answered at first somewhat 
impertinently, taking as if she had been then to 
suffer. And when they spake unto her concern- 
ing her miraculous deliverance, she answered that 
she hoped tjod would give her patience, and 
tlielike: afterwards, when she was better reco- 
vered, she affirmed, that she neither remembered 
how the fetters were knocked off; how she went 
out of the prison ; when she was turned off" th« - 
ladder; A^hether any psalm was sung or not; nor, 
was she sensible of any pains that sfie could re- 
member: what is most' remarkable is, that she 
came to herself as if she had awakened out of a 
sleep, not recovering the use of her speech bjr 
slow degrees, but in a mannei' altogether, be- 
ginning to speak just where she left off* on the 
gallows. 

^'^ Being thus at length perfectly recovered, af- 
ter thanks given to God and the persons insth^- 
mental in it, she retired into the country to her 
friends )at Steeple Barton, where she was after- 
wards married arid lived in good repute amongst 
her neigJiDoui-s, having three children afterwards, . 
and not dying till the year 1659." 
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Biography contributes perhaps more ihto 
any other species of writing to a knowledge of the 
nature of the human mind. On an attentive ob* 
servation' of the characters it pourtrays, we can- 
not forbear admiring the dispensation of the su- 
preme creator; and acknowledging the wisdom 
and bountiful providence , he has displayed, in 
this , portion of his works. It teaches us that 
there is scarcely an affliction incident to our na- 
ture, however severe, whicU we are not capable 
of enduring, and that when the accumulation of 
misery and misfortune threatens to overwhelm 
the wretched mortal, he is generally endued with 
a fortitude and resolution, which enable him to 
struggle against the storms of fate and the most 
painful vicii^itudes of life. Very different is the 
picture, when the case is reversed. How seldom 
is it that men, suddenly raised from indigence or a 
low station, to the pinnacle of affluence or power, 
retJiin that equanimity, that moderation, and 
that prudence, which are necessary for the proper 
use of the one, or the due exercise of the other ! 
How much more frequently do we observe them 
intoxicated with those gifts which foji;*tune has 
thrown inta their hands! How often has not 
theit success operated with. iBUch destructive ef- 
VOL. 2-»-Na. 12. p - 
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feet on their minds^ a$ to enervate and to hurry 
them into a thousand extravagancies, which can 
only be ascribed to Absolute insanity ! 

Hence it would appear, that the mind of man 
is^ much more dangeraii«Iy ^ifiected by the sun- 
shine of prosperity, than by the bleak blasts of 
adverse fortune. When we reflect how many of 
our fellow- creatures have to eno^ionter the latter 
to one who iscxposed to the deleterious influence 
of tlie former, we shall confess tb«t this 4s wisely 
ordered by him, in whose holmk is the distribution 
of human bappine^ or awftery. 

These observations are-suggested ^by the history 
of Thomas Anello^ who about the middle of the 
seventeemih century, elev^ated hhnself ftom'th^ 
lowest fiitaation to tlte temporary so^ereigmy 
over the TOretropolis of the iiinigdom ^of Naples, 
if ad his tmind -possessed sufficient iinnDess to' 
^Nxpport this^xaltatidn^'and bod bissmbition been 
'equal .to bis^uGcess, he might umdowbtedly have 
«cted the same part in that c#a9;i try, as Cromwell 
'was, irinyu^t the same time, pei^brining in Eng- 
land, and ^ierhi^Js have founded a 'new dynasty 
in tUe southern division of the Jt^lian peninsula* 

Thomas Anello, by ^construction called Massa- 
niello, was bom in the year l623> and tat the 
time when he attracted tkie notice of the worid, 
was about tw-enty-fouryears of age. He Kved in 
a copiter of the great jnarket^pktce at J^^ples, 
and it was a ^togular cnFcamstaace, that under 
one of hiswindo>W8 were-ftxedthefaiBiSiand name 
of the emperor Obaktes the fifth. Hksit mo- 
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aarcb bad granted to ^ the p^opk of Naples, a 
charter of privileges, which about this period j, 
wexe greatly violated^. Massaniello was robust, 
of a good countenance^ and nuddle size, H^ 
vijove linen trowsers^ a blue waistcoat, and wen( 
barefoot, with a i^ai'iaer*s cap. His pxofessiou 
was that qf a dealer in fish;, which he either 
caught hicftself pr purqbased for the purpose of 
retailing. Tlie discontents exoited in tlie city- 
did not escape the observatioa of Massaiiiello ; 
Hay, so £^ive wa^ he to th^ cause ^ of them^ that, 
»otwiitbstandiDg the meauueas of his profes^ioii 
be began to fo^m a project of eflfecting a r^foJT- 
i^tatio^. , 6oi]»g2 hon^ one day viokntly agitated^ 
be naet with the fwoous Bauditto rerrone, and 
one of his cpokpaaions^ as be passed by ^ church 
to whieb tjiiey h^d fled for refuge* Being fejaawn 
to them, they squired what ajlle4 Wpa: q% 
vhich he r^plie4> that he would be^ bound to be 
bapoged, if he did_ not wgbt ^q citji. Tb«y 
laughed at the extteme iaxprobdulity of such an 
ev.eiM:>b«t Massaniello swore thatj^ if he bad two 
OS tbi^e of bis own humour to join hiin, he would 
keep hi^ woid» They gave hiui a solemn pror 
inise of assistance, and he departed. 

His resolution was soon afterwards strength'- 
cned by a circumstance in which he was perso* 
jjally interested. ^xAe of the officers of the cusr 
tofiis having met his wife carrying a small quan^ 
tity of contraband flour, seized her, and carried 
her to prison ; nor could Massaniello procure her 
ytfj^ase tilj he had sold the whole of his property 
J) 'i 
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to pay a fine of one hundred "ducats as the price 
tf her- freedom. He now determined to avail 
himself of the opportunity afforded by the po- 
pular discontents, on account of the tax on fruit, 
which fell particularly heavy on the lower classes, 
and accordingly went round among the fruit- 
shopjs in his (quarter, advising the keepers of them 
to go in a body the next day to the market, and 
telLlhe country-fruiterers that they would buy 
no more taxed fruit. 

The market-place was frequented by a great 
number of boys, who assembled there to pick up 
fiuch fruit as fell. Massaniello associated with 
them, taught them certain cries and clamors 
suited to his purpose, and collected such a Dum<* 
'ber of them between sixteen and seventeen yearn 
of age, that at first they amounted to five hun- 
dred, and afterwards to five thousand.' Of this 
youthfiil army, Massaniello acted as general, pra»- 
Tiding etfbh of the individuals who composed it 
with a small cane. The shop-keepers complying 
with his instructions, a great tumult-took place 
the next day between them and the fruiterers. 
An officer, named Anaclerio, was sent by the 
viceroy to quell this disturbance.^ 

Among the fruiterers was a cousinof Massa- 
nielfo, who seconding the views of the latter, en- 
deavored as much as possible to inflame the 
people. He fouhd that he could not sell his 
fruit, unless at a very Jow price, which, when the 
tax was paid, would be less than the prime cost. 
On this he fell into a violent rage, and threw two 



dbyCoogle 



THOMAS ANBLLO. S 

large baskets cm the ground, excWining: ''God 
gives plenty, tmd the bad government a dearth. 
I care not for this fruit, let tho,se take ii that 
will," The;boys eagerly ran to pick up and eat 
the fruit. At this inoment MassanieUo rusbed 
is among them crying out : *^ No tax ! No tax !" 
Anaclerio threatened him with whipping and the 
gallie§, on which not only the fruiterers but the 
rest of the people threw figs, apples, and other 
fruits with great fury in his face. MassanieU# 
bit him on the breast with a stone; and encou-^ 
ittged his regiment of. boys to follow hit exaiitj)Ie : ' 
but Anaclerio saved his lift by flight. 

Hie people, by this tiine> flocked in multitudei^ 
to the market^p^ace, loudly exclaiouog against 
-the intolerable grievances uftder which thejr 
groaned> and protesting their resolntion to sub- 
mit to diem BO longer. The uproar still in<- 
cfeasing, Massaniellb leaped upon the highest 
table .among the fruiterers, and baraiigued the^ 
©fowd. He compaied himself to Moses, who 
^delivered the Egyptians from the rod of Fharoah ;; 
to Peter who was a fisherman like himself, yet 
jrescued Rome and the world from the slavery of 
Satan, promt^ng them a similar deliverance from, 
their oppressors by his means, and declaring Ins 
readings to sacrifice Us life in such a glorious 
c^use. By harangjoes of this kind, Massaniello 
•wonderfully inflamed the minds of the peoplei 
and disposed them to assist heartily in. his de- 
.»gn.. 

They commenced their operatioDs by setting;:' 
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fire to the h<$use next to the toU-liouse for fruity 
both of which were burned to the ground, with 
nil the books, accounts, and goods they con- 
tained. All the shops were by this time shot 
up, and the numbers increasing, many thousands 
of people went in bodies to those quarters of the 
city where all the other toll-houses were situated. 
These they plundered of all their books and wri- 
tings, great quantities of money and many rich 
moveables, all of which were thrown into a great 
fire of straw, and burned to ashes in the streets* 
Meeting with no resistance/ the people became 
s^ill bolder, and proceeded towards the palace of 
the viceroy. First marched the corps of Massa- 
niello, consisting of 2000 boys, every one holding 
up his cane with a piece of black cloth at the 
top, and with loud and doleful cries exciting the 
compassion, and intreating the assistance of their 
fellow-citizens. * 

Oh their arrival at the palace, th^y not only de- 
manded, by loud cries, to be relieved from tht 
fr^iit-tax, but that all others, especially the tax 
on corn should be suppressed. At length they 
entered the palace, which they rifled, in »pite of 
the resistance of the euards, whom they disarmed. 
The viceroy endeavored to escape in his car- 
riage, with the intention of securii^ himself ia 
the church of St. Lewis, but being observed by 
the people, they stopped the coach, and sur- 
roqnding it with drawn swords, threatened his 
t life, if he reftised to take off the taxes. By 
me^LOs of fair promises and assurances of redress^ 
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an3 by throwing money among the multitude, 
which they were eager to pick up, he, at length 
reached the church in safety, aird ' ordered the ' 
doors to be shut. The people then apphed to 
the Prince de. Bisagnano, wbo was greatly be- 
loved by them, to be their advocate. He pro- 
mised to obtain what they desired ; but, finding, 
after much labor and fatigue that it was impos- 
sible to restrain their licentiousness or to quell 
their fury, he availed himself of the first oppor- ' 
tunity to escape from the labyrinth of popular 
commotion. 

Finding themselves without a head, after the 
retirement of the prince, Massaniello was nomi- 
nated by the people, to be their leader, which 
.charge he accepted. They appointed Genoino, 
a priest of approved knowledge, temper, and 
abilities, to attend^ his person ; and for a compa- 
nion they added the above-mentioned famous 
BanditCb Perrone. By his spirit, good sense, and 
resolution, Massaniello gained the' hearts ef all 
the people, who became willing to confer solemn- 
ly upon bim the supreme command, and to obey 
him accordingly,- A stagie was, therefore, erected 
in the middle of the market-place, where, clothed 
in white, like the Neapolitan mariners of those 
days, he, with his counsellors, gave public audi- 
- ence, received petitions, and pronounced senn 
tence in all cases both criminal and civil. 

Massaniello now had no less thart one hundred 
and fifty thousand persons under his commai>d.^/li 
An incredible multitude of women likewise ap- 



d by Google 



flr THQMAS ANELLO. 

peared with atms of varices kindsy lite so iii^njr' 
Atoazons. A list was made out 'of abQ?e sixty 
persons who had fanned the taxes, or been in 
any manaet concerned in the qostoiw-houses^ 
These, it was s^id, had enriched themselves with, 
the blood of the people, and ought to be made , 
examples to posterity. An order was, therefore, 
ii?sued that th^ir houses and goods should be 
burned; and it was executed with such regularity, 
that no one was suffered to. carry away the smal- 
kst articte. Many, for stealing mere trifles from 
the flames were hanged by the public executioner 
hi the meurket-piace, by the command of Massa- 
niello. 

The viceroy, who had left the church and shut 
himself up in the castle was meanwhile devising 
methods to appease the people, and to bring 
them to an accommodation. He applied to the 
archbishop i>f whose attachment to the govern- 
ment he was well as$cired, and of whose paternal 
care and affection for them the people h^d ho 
doubt, to second his endeavors. lie gave them 
the original charter of Charles the Fifth, which, 
exempted them from all taxes, and on which they 
had all along insisted, confirmed by legal autho* 
rity, and likewise a general pardon for all offence«- 
that had been committed. Furnished with these 
powers the archbisivop prevailed upon Massani-^ 
ello to assemble the principal leaders of the 
people, and great hopes of a happy accommodii'^ 
tion were entertained. 
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While this negociation was on foot^ five han- 
dred banditti, all arraed and on horseback, en- 
tered tlie city under pretence that they came 
for the service of the people, but in reaKty, as it 
afterwards appeared, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing Mnssanrello ; for they discharged several shot 
at him, some of which narrowly missed him. Thi» 
proceeding immediately put a stop to the whole 
business, and it was suspected that the viceroy 
was concerned in this treachery. The streets 
were barricaded and orders were issued, that the 
aqueduct leading to the castle in which were the 
viceroy and his family, together with all the prin* 
cipal officers of state, should be cut off, and that 
no provision except a small quantity of roots and 
herbs should be carried thither. 

The viceroy again applied to the archbishop, 
charging him to assure the people of his good in- 
tentions towards them, of his abhorrence of the 
design manifested by the banditti, and of his re- 
solution to exert all his authority to bring them 
to condign punishment. The treaty was re- 
newed and soon concluded, after which it was 
judged proper that Massaniello should pay a 
visit to the viceroy in his palace. He directed 
that all the windows and balconies- should be 
hung with the richest silks and tapestries, that 
could be procured. He threw off his mariner's 
habit, and dressed himself in cloth of silver, with' 
a fine plume of feathers on his hat; and mounted 
on a beautiful charger, with a drawn sword in his 
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h&ndiy he went attended by fifty thousan<l of the 
cboicest of tli€ people. 

DiiriBghismteFview with the ykeray in the 
hakony of the palace, he ' gave him surpriziitg:' 
proofs of the ready obedience of the people :. 
.whatever cry be gave out wag immediately re- 
echoed by them, and when he put Ws finger toe 
his iDoiub the moat profound silence prevailed; . 
among the lAullitude. At length he ordered 
them lill to retire, and wa« obeyed with sucl* 
promptitude a» if the crowd by whom lie waa 
attended had vanished away. ' 

On the following Sunday the stipntatiiomt weire 
signed and solemnly swoosn to be obasrv^d in the 
Cathedr^ of the city. Massanielld having now! 
accomplished his designs, deekted his resoUaim 
to return U> hia former occupattoa. Had he ad- 
hered to it, hemigbt justly have been, reckoned 
amockg the greatest characteus that any age otf 
connkry has ever psoduced. Bat as. h i» vari- 
ously reported, being cither instigated by his 
wife and relatronsy iaiduced by fear^ or allured by 
the tasted sweets of power, he still retained his 
authority^ and what was worse he exercised it 
in such a capricious and tyraniucal maaner that 
his best frietidd began to be afraid of him. It 
has been imagined that something was infused ^ 
into his drink to take away his sejMCS, or^ 
what is stitl more probable, tliat be drank to 
such excess as to deprive himself of reason^ Be 
tbe cause^ however, what it mighty his conduct 
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highly improper. He ^Ic^ed thfough the 
streets iike « Maniinao^ "wittitoniy catting and 
maiming ^every perscm witheotdktfnction. The 
natDFal -consequeooe wbs, that instead of being 
^Dllowed by the people as before, they aH avoid* 
^d his presence. Fatigued and exhausted with 
this uneomoK^n exercise, be took yefuge in the 
church oftheCarpielites. 

* The archbishop immediately sent information 
of this circcnnstance to the viceroy, and Massa- 
iiiello was 'meanwhile taken care of l>y the religi- 
ous belonging'to the church, who provided him 
•with refreshments, after the fatigue occasioned 
"by his viotent pi'oceedhjgs. 

Some gentlemen now entered the church and 
.thinking to ingratiate thenwdves with the vice- 
roy, as they passed through the cloister, they 
cried out: " Long live the King of Spain, and 
-let 'none henceforth on pain of death ohey Mas- 
.sanieHo! "The people, so far^ from opposing 
•them in thdr search, made way for them and 
-tbey ppooecded to the convent of the church en- 
-^uiring iW Massanietlo. The unfortunate man 
ifaeaaing Ms name pr^noanoed, ran ^out to meet 
4iisfoes, «ying : '^ Are you looking for me, my 
speep\e^ Here I am. '' The only answer he re^ 
-cerwMl^iis the di«charge of four muskets on him 
jst once. He instantly fell, and had only time to 
.«iKdatm: ^ Mil iungrateful traitors! "before he 
4aq>ired. ©ne of his murderers then cut off his 
heid which he ^mrried to the viceroy, to the 

great terror of the populace, who had assembled 
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to. the number of eight or ten thousand in the 
church and market-place. A more remarkable 
instance of the inconstancy of popular favour 
can scarcely be produced from the records of 
history; for so far from avenging the death of 
their captain-general, they not only remained , 
quiet spectators but even exhibited signs of sa- 
tisfaction. Nay, no sooner was the breath put 
of his body, than those who had hitherto been his 
followers took his mutilated corpse and afterwards 
procured his head, dragged them through every 
kennel and gutter of the city and at lengtk 
threw each of them into a different ditch. The 
same mutability of disposition, was exemplified 
the succeeding day. The mangled relics of the un- 
fortunate Massaniello were then carefully sought, 
and when fouud were washed from the filtl^ by. 
which they were defaced. A more sumptuous 
funeral was never seen in Naples than tliat pre- 
pared for Mas&aniello. His body was followed 
to the cathedral by five hundred priests, and forty 
thousand persons of all ranks composed the pro- 
cession. The Spanish ensigns were lowered as 
it passed, and the viceroy sent out a number of 
attendants with torches to assist at the ceremony 
and to honor him in death. The commotion in 
Naples began 7th of July 1647^ and was termi- 
nated on the JCth of the same month by the 
death of Massaniello, who thus ruled nine days, 
with more. unlimited power than ^as perhaps 
ever enjoyed by any sovereign. 
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X HIS lady was born at Milan, and baptized at 
the parish of St. Eusebius the 14th of September, 
1781. In her infancy she made considerable 
progress in the German and French languages 
under the tuition of a native of Strasburg, named 
Madame Depuis. This lady having in her 
.youth belonged to the company of the Comedie. 
Franfaise, possessed some information, and en- 
gaged her pupil to ap^ly to study with pleasure, 
by the amusing means she employed of reciting 
and explaining, sometimes in one, and sometimes 
in another language, such small pieces of comedy 
and romance as were within her reach, and 
obliging her to repeat the same by degrees. It 
is not improbable, that in consequence of so many 
comic and romantic ideas arising from these 
amusing studies, this young lady insensibly con- 
ceived a passion for the military profession, and 
adopted the maxim, that women might run the 
course of glory and science as well as men, if 
they entered on it with equal advantages of in- 
struction and education. 

At ten years of age she was put under the care 
of the Nuns of the Visitation, an institution in 
high repute throughout Italy for the education of 
young ladies; and here she conducted herself 
so as to obtain and deserve the esteem and friend^ 

voj.. £. — KO. 12. fi 
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ship of the whole house/ for her sweet, amiable 
and engaging disposition. Such are the very 
expressions maide use of by the venerabfe and 
distinguished superior, Madame de Bayanne, to 
convey her approbation, and the general sense of 
the nuns of this respectable establishment. 

Towards the end of i794 her father, Mr. Jo- 
seph Scanagatti, resolved to send his daughter to 
Vienna as ^ boarder with a widow-lady, in. order 
to improve her in the knowledge of the German 
languagey and to qualify her in the details of 
house-keeping. On the journey she was dressed 
in boy's clothes to avoid trouble and imperti- 
nence, and she was accompanied by one of her 
brothers, who intended to stop, at Neustadt, in 
order to attend a course of military studies in the 
Academy of that town, which is esteemed the 
nursery of the best officers in the Austrian army. 
The pupils, to the number of four hundred, 
mostly officers' sons, are maintained and edu- 
cated by the Imperial Court, and, besides the 
military .exercises, are instructed in lariguages, 
mathematics, and the bdles^iettres, 
" During the journey the brother fell sick, and 
acknowledged ' to his sister, what he had not had 
the courage to avow to his father, that he. had 
neither taste nor inclination for a military life. 
His sister then strenuously urged him to return 
home with the servant to re-establish bis health : 
and having obtained from him the letter of re- 
commendation he was to deliver to M. Haller, 
surgeon on the staff of the Academy, and at 
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^hose house he was to bave«boarde<}^ she had 
tbe courage to introduce herself, under its sanc- 
tion to the gentleman as the recommended boy, 
and as such received the kindest welcome. In a 
short time she had the good fortune to gain tbe 
friendship of M. Haller, his wife, and two lovely 
daughters, so as to be considered as one of the fa- 
mily. Giving ^daily proofs of an amiable cha- 
racter and a docile disposition, she obtained from 
tbe Court permission to attend the lectures at 
the Academy, and so conspicuously distinguished* 
herself by. her exemplary conduct and her pr€>- 
{press, ttrat she bore a\Yay the principal prizes in 
both the year^ 179^ and 1796 that she remained 
there. 

At this Academy she perfecte 1 herself in the 
kjipwledge oi German : nd Ffeiieh, and abo ac- 
quired a knowledge of th^ E iglish language ua>- 
der Mr. Plunket^ an Irish divine, one t)f the pro- 
fessors of t&e institution^ who declares that he 
never had tbe siuaUesI suspicion of young Scana^ 
gatti being a girl, but considered her as a very 
mild and accomplished boy, of uncommom pru- 
dence. Here also she applied with the greatest 
success to fencing and military tactics, as well as 
to the various branches of the mathematics. 

In the month of February, 1797, she resolved 
to address the Supreme Council of War at Vi- 
enna to be admitted an officer in the army, sup- 
porting her application bvj the most honourable 
testimonies of conduct f^ talents, which* the 
Academy could not refu^^ hpr, and ^ccompany- 
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ing these with more eloquent vouchers, namely 
the prizes awarded her during the two preceding 
•years. 

The Supreme Council being at this time 'parti- 
cularly in want of good officers, to replace tire 
great numbers who had fallen in the preceding 
ejimpaigfts, readily appointed her to an ensigncy 
in the regiment of St. George. 

Her promotion being notified to her through 
the channel of the Academy, she immediately 
set out for Vienna, where^he received orders to 
join a transport of recruits in Hungary, and pro- 
ceed with it to the Upper Hhine, where the bat- 
talion lay to which she was appointed. This 
battalion was cmnposed of Waradiners, and 
was commanded by Major Seitel. It was sta- 
tioned on the right bank of the Hhinej in the 
neighbourhood ©f Kehl, and at the extreme out* 
posts when she joined it ; but shortly afterwards 
it was obliged to retire to the town of Manheim, 
the enemy having passed the Rhine between Kil- 
8tett and Diersheim. 

At length the peace of Campo Formio piit an 
end to the campaign, and Mademoiselle Scana* 
gatti having passed about sixteen months in dif- 
ferent cantonments in the Empire, Silesia, and 
Stiria, received an order to repair to Poland, to 
join the fourth battalion of the regiment of 
Wenzel CoUoredo, then commanded by Major 
Deebor. 

S^e was now stationed in the town of Sando- 
xnir; and here she experienced the most disues'^ 
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sing inquietudes^ through the dread of her sex 
being diseovefed. As she freqaenled the Cas- 
wno, where the most select company associarted, 
some of the ladies who assemhkd there conreived 
doabts of her sex, either from her figure or her 
reserved manners,, and communicated their sus- 
picions. Accordingly one day a young gentle- 
man belonging to the town said ingenuously to 
ber '^ Do you know. Ensign, what these ladies 
ebsei^e of you?*' She immediately suspected 
where the blow was directed ; but, concealing 
her alarm, she answered, she should be glad to 
know in wlmt lespect she had attracted their no- 
til5e; " Why, replied the gentleman, they ob- 
serve in you the appearance and manner of a 
lady/^ On this she fell a laughing, and^ with an 
arch and lively air, rejoined, '' In this case. Sir, 
as the decision of the question is competent to a 
lady, I beg leave to select ypur wife for my judge." 
This proposal he' did not think proper te accept^ 
and, wishing to disengs^ himself, protested that 
he was &r from believing any such thing, and on-» 
]y hinted at what the Mdies whom he named had 
suspected. She withdrew ^earlier than usual thai 
dtty, aud passed rather an uneasy nigh^.; But^ 
having fully meditated on her sitliation, she re- 
solved to bear herself through, put on a good 
face, appearat the Cassino next day^ and there 
converse in the most g$illant and fre^ iK^anner with 
the ladies in order if possible to r^movie their 
suspicions. Accordingly, after the twual'eom- 
pUmeats sh^ introduced the subject and decloved 

E 3 . . > r. 
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that fan from l>eing offended^ she was on the ooti- 
trary highly flattered^ in^hopes that the opinioa 
they entertained would render them less difficAilt" 
to favour her with such a verification as would 
enable them to pronounce their judgment with 
greater certainty. This produce^ the effect 
$he wished: the. ladies^ astonished by this mili* 
tary air of frankness^ immediately retracted their 
opinion^ saying, ^^ You are too gallant, Ensign^ 
for us to presume doing you any farther the in- 
jury of believing you a lady:" and thus the mat- 
ter ended. 

Some time after, having received orders to 
proceed to Chelm, she had the good fortune to 
escape the prying looks of the fair sex there, wh6 
obliged her to use .uncommon circumspection. 
But she fell sick on the road, and was under the 
necessity of stopping at Lubin, the head-qujar* 
ters of the battalion. On. this occasion she was* 
under much obligation to Captain Tauber, of the 
same regiment, who shewed her uncommon 
marks of humanity, attention and kindness, in a 
country, where she was quite a stranger. Here 
alsi^she had son^e difficulty to cionceal her sex; 
ior, bei«^ affected with a general debility, she 
was obliged to commit herself in all her wants to 
the care of a soldier whq was her servant, but 
who, happily for her was a young man of 
such simplicity, that she ran no risk from his pe- 
netration. 

She . had scarcely recovered, when, having re- 
ceived notice that the Council of War had re- 
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moved her to the regiment of Bannat she report- 
ed herself ready to join immediately; and, not- 
withstanding the advice of her commander to 
suspend her journey until she had sufficiently re- - 
cruited her strength, she persisted in undertaking 
it, and arrived on the 6th of May, 1799, at Pene- 
zona, in the Bannat, where the staff were sta- 
tioned. 

Sonie promotions were at this crisis taking 
place in the regiment, and being one of the old- 
est ensigns, she expected to be promoted to a 
lieutenancy, but was no less surprized than hurt 
to find two younger ensigns preferred over her 
head. Being sure of her ground, in so far as to 
know that the conduct-list given in her favour 
by the regiments in which she had before served 
had left not the smallest room for reproach; not-- 
withstanding her mild and patient character, she 
presented very sharp remonstrances, protesting 
that she should be ashamed to contimie to wear 
the uniform of the regimeht if the injury done her 
was not repaired. In answer to this remonstrance 
she receiv.ed a rescript of the 18th of July, 
which entirely satisfied her; the regiment declar- 
ing that the mistake proceeded from not having 
, known that Ensign Scanagatti had been trans- 
ferred to it when the promotions were proposed, 
but that they would not fail to take the first 
opportunity of doing justice to his merit; and iti 
fact she obtained a lieutenancy on the 1st of 
March following. 
She was npw placed in the battalion of re- 
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serve, Trhifch generally remains inactive in can- 
tonment, and was then under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Einsfeld. But anxious to 
share in the glory of the campai^, she solicited 
to be removed to one of the battalions of the 
same regiment Which were then awfting against 
the enemy in Italy, and she was in consequence 
appointed to the sixth, encamped on the moun* 
tains to the east of Genoa, which she joined with* 
out delay. 

Here she encamped with her battalion, com* 
manded by Major Paulich, witlt which sharp 
skirmisher and actions more frequently took 
piace than at any other of the outposts. She 
fought under that officer particularly in two bat- 
tles that took place on the 14th and 15th of De- 
cember, I799>in the neighbourhood of Scoflfera, 
and at Torriglia, wheire she had the satisfaction 
of beiug the first that entered the enemy's in- 
Uenched redoubts, which they were th^n forced 
to abandon, but which they retook next day^ 
through the superiority of force with which they 
renewed the attack. ' 

In this unfortunate affair the brave Major 
PauHch being severely wounded and made priso- 
ner, with a part of his battalion, the main body 
of the army in that neighbourhood, under the 
command of General Count Klenau, was oblig- 
ed immediately to retire. Ensign Scanagatti was 
then directed to post himself at Barba Gelata, 
with a small detachment, to cover the retreat 
on that side ; and on the 2dtb of the same month . 
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J'eceived orderr to ioin the battalion lying at 
Cainpiano and Castelbaidi, in the territory of the 
Duke of Parmn. ^ 

r Captain GoJubowisch, and after him Captain- 
Kliunovvicb, succeeded to the command of the 
battalion, which, about the end of February, 
J 800, was sent into quarters at Leghorn. At 
this time Ensign Scanagatti hnving been dis- 
patched ®n the regimental business to Venice, 
Mantua, and Milan, bad the satisfaction to revi- 
sit her family in passing through Cremona, of 
which town her lather was then intendant. 

Here she stopt a day and two nights. tier 
mother during all that time never suffered her 
out of her sight; and having remarked in the 
morning that, when dressed, Hhe laced her chest 
very Btraitly, to efface eveiy exterior sign of her 
sex, and that so strong a compression had al- 
ready produced a certain degree of mortification 
and some lividity in that part, Madame Scana- 
gatti commucated her fears to her husband, that 
their child would soon fall a victim to a cancer, 
if they delayed any longer to oblige her to quit 
the service. 

The father, from the momient the news reach- 
ed him that his daughter had introduced herself 
to the Academy as a boy, had never ceased to 
importune her to return to the avocations of her 
sex, but at the same time carefully concealed 
this trarisacfion pf a daughter of whom he- re- 
reived the most satisfactory reports, and from 
whose spirit he had also tp expect some impru- 
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dent resolution if counteracted by violent measures « 
He now seriously reflected on the most efficient . 
means to be employed to calm xbe uneasiness of 
his wife, and, if possible^ to.witlidraw his daugh- 
ter without irritating her feelings. He^'enewed 
the attempt to engage her voluntary compliance, 
insisting strongly, arnong many oihet dangei*s 
to whicb she was exposed, on the discovery 
made by her motheF> and offering to accommo- 
date her in his house v^ith every thing that could 
give her satisfaction. 

Thia attempt was however fruitless. She an- 
swered respecthilly^ that she would hot fail to' 
pay attention to what her mother bad remarked 
respecting her ; nor would she hesitate a moment 
to fly to the bosom of her family (always dear to 
her,) as soon as peace should take place, aiid 
which oould not be at a great distance ; but she 
begged bi-m to reflect, that she should lose the 
the little merit she had acquired in her career 
were she to quit it at that crisis. She con^hided, 
that he might mkke himself pei*fectly easy on 
her account, as, in the course of three yeais 
and an half, she had been able to support her 
character in the midst of an army, and in a va- 
riety of criti^jal situations. In this manner she 
took leave of her parents, and proceeded to exe- 
cute the leniainder of her commissions. 

^ JVfeapwhile her father resolved t6 go to Milan, 
and in ihrs dilemma to be guided entirely by 

' Count Cocasteli, a nobleman who had much re- 
gard for him, and who, being Commissary Ge- 
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iiei^al of his Imperial Majesty in Lombardy, and 
near the Army of Italy^ could be of service to 
him in an affair of such delicacy. In conse- 
quence of his advice, and through the medium 
of the Count, he addressed a memorial to his 
Excellency Baron Melas, disclosing the story 
of his daughter, and soliciting for her an honour* 
able discharge. 

The lady in the mean time having executed 
her commissions, while her father was, unknown 
to her engaged in this scheme, returned to her. 
regiment, which she found at the outposts in 
the blockade of Genoa, encam'j^ed on Monte- 
Becco, and near Monte-Faccio. On the same 
day the latter ))lace capitulated, she received, 
notice that the Commander-in Chief had sent an 
order to the battalion of the same regiment to per- 
mit Lkrat. Scanagatti to join his family at Milan. 
This permission, unsolicited by her, was equally 
disagreeable and unexpected. She immediately 
perceived that it must have come through her 
parents ; but, cruelly disappointed, she consoled 
herself that her sex was not discovered, but that 
she was treated as an officer in the very order of . 
the Commander-in-Chief; and what confirmed 
her in this flattering idea was, the next d^y being 
at dinner with General Baron de Gottsheim,, 
commanding the division of the Imperial army 
in this neighbourhood, she was always^ addressed 
by the title of lieutenant, and nothing occur- 
red that gave he^ the smallest s^ospicion that . 
her sex was known. 

Amidst these reflectioas she resolved, on the 
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3d of June, 1800, to proceed on her Journey to- 
wards her paternal mansion, but on the 8th of the 
?ame month having learnt at Bologna that the 
enemy had ju >t entered the Milanese, she thought 
it advisable to 'proceed to Verona, to which 
city the staff of the Austrian army was then re- 
moved. She there applied for and obtained a 
new route for Venice,, where her father then was, 
and where she remained, tired of an inactive life, 
till the peace of Luneville permitted her to re- 
turn with safety to her country. It was with no 
small regret she laid aside a uniform obtained 
through the most signal merit^ and supported ia 
an honourable and exemplary manner. To at- 
test the truth of these particulars, and the well- 
merited opinion of her zealous and faithful servi- 
ces, thfe Commander-in-Chief, General Baron 
Melas, in a rescript of the 23d of May, ^1801, 
announced to the stipreme Council of War, that 
on the 1 1th of July, 1800, he had conferred her 
lieutenancy on her brother, who was then a cadet 
in the regiment of Belgiojdso. 

It is only necessary to add, that this adventu- 
rous young lady, having resumed her sex in the 
bosom of her family, is no less a pattern now of 
fefnale merit, than she formerly was x)f military 
conduct; fulfilling, with unexampled sweetness 
and equanimity of temper, the office of governess 
to her younger sisters, and otherwise assisting her 
venerable mother in the management of her do- 
mestic concerns. 
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EDWAR& NOKES. 

This man was by trade a tinker, and followci 
that : btisiocas till six weeks before his death. 
His ^partoieats pourtrayed symptoms of the most 
al^ect poverty^ though at his deatli he was 
found to be possessed of property to the amount 
of between five and six thouiand pounds* He 
had awtte and several children, whom he brought 
Up in the most parsia»>nious manner, often feed- 
ing them on grains and the offals of meat, which 
he plurchased at reduced prices. He was no less 
remarkable in his person and dress: for, in order 
to save the expence of shaving, he would encou- 
rage the dirt to gather on. his face, to hide in 
some measure the unseemly excrescence. He 
never suffered hisl shirt to be washed in water; 
but after wearing it tiU it became intolerably 
blacky he used to wash it in nrine to save the ex- 
pence of soap. His eoat, which time hac} trans- 
formed into a jacket, would have puzded the 
wisest philosopher to make out fts original color, 
so covered was it with shreds and patches of difr 
ferent coldrs, and those so diversified, that it re- 
sembled the trophies of the.several natioasof Eu- 
rope^ and seemed tp vie with Joseph's *' co^t of 
many colors.*' 

The interest of his money, together with all 
he could heap up from his penurious mode of 
Kving, h^ used to deposit in a bag, which was 
vol,. 2.— NO. 1^2. "P . 
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covered up in a tin pot, anftthen. conveyed to at 
brick kitchen; one of' the briokd was taken up, 
and a hole ipade just large enoagjiito koW the 
pot; the brick was then Carefully marked, dhd a . 
tally kept behind the door oftbe :»tt4n'd»po«fied. 
One day, his wife discovei-ed ibis hoai^> imd Te*- 
solving to profit by the oppovtdpity, (toeic frotn^ 
the .pot, one out of* sixteen ^tirn^sy tbiit were^ 
then placed there. Her htisband soon dkcovered 
the trick, for when he came tocouiit bis mon^y,' 
and finding it not agre^ with the tally befoind iiie 
door, which his wife did not know of, he 'tarxed 
her' with the theft; and, to the 4ay of bis death', 
even on bts death-bed, he never spqke to b^ 
without adding tbe'^epithet <* thief" to ^very* 
expression. 

In his younger days>' be used at the death of 
any of his children, to have a 'little d^fiil box 
made to piit them in, and without aWy of the 
solemnities of a n^ular fooeral, be ^ouM take 
them upon bis shoulder tc^fbe plaeeafppr<]ipFiated 
for their reception; where, once ini»rred, lie 
seemed to verify the dd adage, <^ Oot of srgbt, 
out of mind;" and went home as unooticerned as 
if nothing b^d happ^ied. 

A short time befone bis de»tb, w1«<t4i be evi^ 
dently basiened by the daily use of 'nearly^^iiaH 
of spirits, he gave smict clmrge ttftrt his coffin 
should not have a naif in it, which was a^tidaHy 
thec^iise, the }id beipg feslsened with hinges tuade 
of cord : there was no plate on the tofR^, htlt 
barcly the initkd& jB. N. cut' on the M. tlis 
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ftbjpood ^-ns imu)^ of ft pound of wpd ; ibe coflSa 
wa^ covei;^<l wiib a^slvee^ io$t^ad of a paU> «od 
wt^^qarrij^dby six m^Qy to^acbt-of wboijfi he left 
balf-a-crpwn ; aud ^ bia f^ajrtiouli^r <tesire, BOt 
ooe.whp iblUMV^d him to tbe grave wore moora- 
ing; hut^ on the coutrary^ «acb of the motimers 
.aeeni^. to. try whof^drei^^ shoDld be tbe most 
MrilMAgy.the iind^rt^liei' Qv^n being imbited in a 
blw <joat aodtscari^t wtfietcofit. He dicd-at Horn* 
churchy uh U^sQx,^ aged, 6U years^ without a vtitl, 
and his fortune vim €qA»4iy dAv4d«4f <Maong it't$ 
niiieaud fauuly* 



MARC CATOiJZE, 

MaR<; €AT0ZZ£, calkd ^ Uuh DwanT, 
mB»> ho9ia at Vieoicf^ in the year 1741^ of robiMt 
|)firent«« He bad se^^cral biM>ihera, all ofwhoffi 
•wem tajl and well nrad^; bis boi^ was not de- 
^bnned:, a»d apf>eared to belong to a. man of five 
feet six incbes^; bbt he had neither arms norlegs^ 
the pectoral inewa hers consist it>g of a vel-y promt- 
»eni shoulder, ami a perfect hand. TheJower 
partof libe boc^ \tas. ^oiy iha, terminating in a 
iiii»-shapen foot> but e6a»plete in M i|ts parts. 

This ftia^was- w«il k^nown; he hail sf>ei|t the 
greatest paj^ of his Jife in trai^ersing almoH all 
tbe states of Ettrope/ exhibiting himself to tbe 
f4iMie cuTlosftty^ iie attracted the multitude, 
^udt only by ibe fing^krity of bis fium, bu;t hiksa- 
2 F 
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wise hy the astooisbing strength of his jstws^ and 
the dexterity with which he threw up into the 
air, sticks and other things with one of his hands, 
and caught them with the other. 

As he could scarcely reach his mout^ with the 
^nds of his fingers, lys greatest difficulty would 
have been to feed, himself without assistance, ff 
l^ature had oot furnished him with the extraor- 
dinaty power of protruding, and at the same time 
lowering his under jaw, as \7as dfscovered in dis-r 
secting his body aftet his death. 

Though Catozze could walk and stand upright 
on his feet, yet he would have experienced great 
difficuky in r^ching objects situated above, or 
0t a pertain distance from bis hands. He ha4 
therefore coptrived to lengthen them, as it were, ; 
by a very simple instrument wfakh was to him of 
the utmost utiHty. This was a hollow piece. ©f 
elder, about three feet in length, through which 
passed a cylindrical iron rod, fixed so as to slide 
up and down, terminating in a very sharp hiook. 
If he wished to lay hold of an object at some dis*- 
tance from his hand; for instance to button his 
clothes^ to take up or set down his metal goblet; 
to pull the ctothes upon bim in bed, he took big 
tube, which he .^ways kept near him, in one 
hau4 and pushed it between his fingers, till be 
brought the hooked end towards tb^ hand that 
was at liberty^; then seizing the object that he 
wanted with the hook, he drew it, towards him, 
tarnihg it any way he pleased. Without letting go 
the stickj.bnt dr4iwing back tlie booked piece of 
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irom, a» inlQ a $beath. The babit of utiug this 
instrument had readeradliuD so ckxtMous, that, 
Vy means ef k he has &ci|uetttly been acai 
/So take up a jueee of money firoai a iabk, or 
firom the gpronnd. 

it' wai aoancdy be credited^ that a man of this 
descFiptioo sbottld "have meit with several woniea 
"whose aftectioQs be had the art to gain; at least, 
he (veqoeatljii boasted to that effect. 

la his 3^ot|th, Oatozoe travelM sai boraebaefc ; 
for this purpose*, he. procured a particular kind of 
caddie, s»d usaally appeared in public, holding 
the reia^, beatioga dciw^ going through the miU^ 
tary mnum^ with a wosluit, ^riticg;, winding op 
his watch , cutting his victuals, or per form ing other 
manoeuvrcsr He possessed a very robust icansti* 
tution ; was of a digpoeirien more than cheerful, 
and took a pleasure in relating his travels and ad- 
ventures/ He spoke- very well, and wrote En- 
glish, German, French and Italian. The viva- 
^y pf his dtspositioBi lietideiieid his octaversation 
exifidttteljr iA|ensfttuig; but he was addicte4 to 
¥^ilNi'.aiMl ^tyriloauf U^iiofs, and was load oi g^*od 
Uviog* He i^as very p^^umh^, had much seti- 
Ipte^ an4 a rtdioubus haughtiAess. Wbeb im 
wenf ahi30«d f«r insilanc^, he laas diiawff in a 
aiaaU vehicle, by. a man w^iosft .be c^Ued ills 
liQrs§, and ;to whoifk be gme a few b^i^f peaee ; 
bat. be oev^ Au&sed ifais' uaan, uhayoK i»e consi- 
dered as Im servant, u> e^i vfi^H lu4u . 

The l^wer ei^meauucs, as had been ^alr^y. ph- 
aeFved^coosibted opiy 3af his/^tet ;;' y^ hg e(Di^ 
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ii»e them for x^alking id an uprigkt position* 
Mor€ than once he has been seen walking in the 
court of the hospital at Paris in which he re* 
sided during ihe last years of his life, and even 
to go nearly three quarters of a mile on foot. 
In order t6 rest himseify he turned out his toes 
as far as he could, supported himself before oa ^ 
his stick, and behind against any place that b« 
happened to be near ; and thus remaioed whol^ 
hours conversing with strangers who called ta see 
hinu 

He expired 'at the ag« of 64, of an ii^lamma^ 
tida of the bowels ; having for two years previous 
to his death, compiaiaed of viofent pains of the 
cbolic. 



PETER KING. . 

For some years of tbe latter part of bis life, this 
singular man displayed numerous peculiarities in 
his manner of living, which, while they were p^- 
fectiy innocent, served^ by the occupation they af- 
forded hi J mindy to smooth tliepathbi^ was tra- 
T«iUng<m to eternity* Mr. King was b<Hm of poor^ 
but Tcnry reputable parents at Hmnmer8mith> and 
was very earty'placecl out by ihem as shop-be^ 
to ahattter^diUMeir in tfa^Strand' After ha* ^ 
ving served Ins. master/ who was a kitid md very 
indulgi^nt mail, for several years, with gr^af dili- 
gence^ cfedit^ and boDcsty^ alid leaving ^n a^l 
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eccasions proved bitn^lf trust^wojrthy, he, mar-^ 
lied » \ery respectable young womaa who lived 
in the neighbourhood, and bad gained his afiec- 
UoBs. . He very soon after, with bis master's as* 
sistance, and by the help of the small fortune he 
h^d obtained ,with bis wife, set up for himself hi 
Holborn, where, by his modest deportment, 
frugality, aqd unremitting attention to bis bosi^ 
ness, he in process of time acquired a very com*- 
fdrtable competency, which, enabled him. to quit 
his business, and to live at ease, in decent re- 
spectability, for the jcemainder of his days. . He 
retired to Islington, where he hired a small 
house for himself and wife, never having had 
any childi^en. Not having the usual avocations 
to fill up his time, and the number of his ac- 
quaintance being rather scanty, he found this 
new mode of life, though more dignified, not -aV 
together so consistent with his happiness as he 
expected it would have been- Other amusement 
iailinghim, he began, soon after his retirement> 
to bestow unusual care upon his dress. In his 
youth, when it was the feshioii to wear laced 
ctethes, be had frequendy betrayed strong marks 
•f admiration at thehapptness that he conceived 
must accompany the being so findy dressed; 
but he WAS prevented from indulging hiknself in 
this way by the narrow state of his finances. In 
old age this^ passion for dress retomed upon him 
with redoubled vigour ; and he b^an soon after 
his retirement from business^ to indulge himself 
in &m^ek^m to a saostiiiUBoderate exteiiu :At 
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ftmt he used to waik out ki the town in his kiee4 
clothe» : hut thts attraoted the attention of idle 
buys, who, upon bis appearance gikthered ia- 
GDowdt about bioi, to admire hict laced c)othe^> . 
^ the want of wbioh would, not many years ago>> 
hate been almost equally an obfect of singularity. 
He at length found it necessary po con6ne him^ 
•elf to his own territories ; ohusing rather to de* 
prite htmself of his accustomed pentmbaiations, 
d^n Id part for a n^oment, ifyith aqy of his fine^* 
ry, .He was now almost uaceasiagiy oooupied in 
devising new modes of adorning his person, hi« 
wife nevejT attempting to cbeok this propeasity^ 
but iiuher enoooraging him in it, seeing how 
great was the sadsfa^tioa he derived from u, 
and that theif finances, ooold. bear it;wi^iout in^. 
€onyenieace.fr-J)eoked ia his goldrlac^ cfoth&s*, 
clasi»ed, sleeves, and highly powdered perriwig, 
he walked abput his l^^se^ changing bis djresA 
several times in the couiae £if the dny. Wbtl^ 
fkoi occupied Aviih liis dj^e^s, tw^ iavpurite Tom 
cats were a gyaad swkrpe i)t amnficmeat to bio^: 
Uiese had been bis ottistant and faithAil <?omp%- 
nioos -fi^r several years, and wp^ r^btber Jopked op- 
on.by him as friends and equals than as brutes, and 
bad their pkoes M l^fok regtdaiiy> assigned them 
<c(very day. Finding so miitcb >sati^action fcom 
di-ess J^imself, be .\m& diaposed to ^xteinl this 
fiotme iuf. «aku^k(»ifiM to KLsi &iead« tbe caj^, and 
and huasd k^ts xiese^qctMsd^^hf^ puDiytided for 
tbem^aod. the. poor pusses genjoiously bocei Ae 
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to make some atonement to their kind master, for 
the care he bestowed upon them. Thus almost 
secluded from the world, Mr» King lived for 
several years happy in the society of his own 
adorned person, his now 'almost superannuated 
wife, and his cats, and admitted but two or three 
friends, now and then to see him; and as he 
was kindly indulged in his peculiarities, he was 
always aiiable and obliging to them. The death 
of bis wife was so severe a shock to him, that he, 
the day after took to his bed, and survived her 
not more than a week. His passion^ however, 
for fine clothes forsook him not on his death- 
bed; fof.such part of the day as he could git uft 
lie was regularly attired in them. Having no re- 
lations living, Mr. King left the whole of his pra- 
perQr to an old servant^ who h^d been his careful 
and constant nurse, accompanied, however^ with 
the most, earnest injunctions to support, his old 
friends the cats in a manner suitable to the 
friendship he entertained for them. He di«d 
at Islington^ at the beginning of the year I806j 
aged 75. 



BENJAMIN POPE. 

This gentleman was nearly as remarkable a 
character as Mr* Elwes, of penurious memory. 
He was originally a tanner in Southwark, and 
bisdealinga were so extensive, that liis stock im^ 
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trade was, for inanyyears, supposed to bejw:Qrtl| 
«iif ty or seventy thonsand pQync)«, H^. h^A beei^ 
long in bu^inejssy and wa» rjeputed to. b^ woilb a 
pliunb, Mr. Pope at kngjtli becfmje ^ money- 
lender,, and lauiijched into discuunjjijg and Ijuying 
aimqities, mortgages, and- other trance tions P^ ,^ 
like nature. He wa3 not, however j^ so smcices^ 
ful ii> this branch of btwittcsi iWi ^ had beeqia 
liis fornjer deaJiuga ; fox xim nfthxe of Kope, t)ae 
Usurer, frequently ^pear^ ii^. l{^e prpce^dipge of 
bur courts of law, whpatbe vQr^ei:iiWQ.55^«» .c«i 
th.e beach thoughlj very di/Terqutlji ffoiw, >ir^ 
Tope, of hiji practii,'€;3 in thiai line of bu^iaiss^ 
The ni<*st r^uia>:kai>ie, ^i^ the loat inaftaiice of 
tlij* sort wa#, \^Mi^ \^ H-«*». ^mi iu MMW<* 
4aina^ for ^me u^iou^, pr ijkg^ p(^i|;^4^^^ 
iMt mx^^ vft^i^y traiv*W>ip* >*i«;l» ?^= 4fe*tM^ 
J*itfi. Tb^ ,W4» gja^^Jy tiiougbt * «e*«Be 
IffntiAce, a^id;» ^eiim^s -the i*«11-1hiowh* cfe<r 
xaQtei' of t;h^ m^^ e^tmr^uii^d Oe^t « li^ t^ 
jwird&kt, JNlr^ Pojp^. hiinsdf tinftugKt it aa opr 
^tre^^ive and ui^just^ lk»t he cooiplaiQ^d df Li 
without ceasing, an^ evenr printed a case, ^ettio^ 
forth the particulars of his grievance. To be even 
with his adversary Mw ' ¥ffpe went with all his 
^ifects and property to France ; where a man, 
of his advanced age Mxd aiupk fortun^, without 
any family but his wife, who was a most worthy 
womaa, migh^ certainly kave lived very eouifor- 
tabijf : but Mr. Fppc a,beoad, waaremQueA ftom 
l^iti friteda and customers. Uia mon^y beiog tfUt, 
whifob was always cooside^ed by bkn aa a gntot 
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misfortune^ he resolved to refurp homej^ and^ to 
shew his resentment to his oppressors^, as h^ 
termed Ihem, he preferred a residence jn 4>rison^ 
to* the payment of the money. Such was hi^ 
constancy and resolution, in this paVticuWj^ that 
he actually suffered confinement for eleven year§ 
and a quarter. Mr. Pope^^ at one time, might 
have got his liberty for one thousand pounds, bul 
he remained inflexible, and said, that his com* 
pliance would be an acknowledgment of the 
justness of the debt, and he would forfeit his 
life rather than make any such admission* In 
prison, Mr. Pope had many opportunities of in: 
dulging those propensities for which he had ever 
been remarkable; he always looked at the pint 
of sua sail- beer, before he paid for it, to see that 
the pot was full : for this he was in some degree 
excusable^ as the pint generally lasted him two 
days, that and water been his only beverage. 
He has indeed l)eing known to drink a little 
strong beer, with some of his fell45w prisoners at 
Hheir apartments, but this was very rarely prac- 
tised, and he never ordered any for himself. He 
purchased his three-farthing candle by Weight, 
and chose the heaviest of six, eight, or ten for 
\iis mone3^ ^ 

During the whole time of his confinemeBt he 
never had a joint of meat on his table ; a four- 
penny plate of meat from a cook's shop was his 
greatest luxury, and that generally served him* 
for two meals. But bis family, though living at 
a distance, frequently sent him a comfortable 
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and proper supply; and on these occasions, Mr, 
Pope somctimed gave some leavings to his er- 
rand-girl, or to some distressed object. ^ 

It must iadeed, be admitted, that Mr- Pope, 
upon some occasions, sometimes so far departed 
from himself, as to be fiberaL When young ia 
trade, he gave away upwards of a stone of meat 
every week, among his workmen and poor neigh- 
bours ; and this practice he never discontinued 
not even when he was every day weighing his 
candle, or looking after the measure of his small- 
beer. In money transaction^ he suffered great 
frauds'^and impositions in prison; as he had riot 
the, choice of customers in his confined state, 
and always endeavoured to make the most of hi& 
money, he was more easily imposed upon. By 
such means, he is supposed, to have fost more 
money than would have paid his whole damag<?s 
and costs. He died in the Fleet Prison in the 
month of July 1794, aged 66 years. • 
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Before the metropolis had any bridge over 
the Tbaiii«9^ this conteyance was by a ferryi 
whiifib used to cairry passengers, from South- 
waric to the city by. bdats ; which ferry was rent- 
ed of the city by John Overs, who enjoyed it for 
uiany years« This man,^ though be kept many 
servants, was of so covetous a disposition^ that 
be wobid not; even in his old age, spare his fee- 
ble body vneriifolite any thing of his unnecessary 
jdboiir, only to^add to his wealth. He had al- * 
ways b^n accustooied to put his money out to. 
use, said in time h increased to such a degree 
4hat he was almost us rich as the first noblemen 
in.tbe land; notwithstanding, his habit,, house* 
keeping, and expenced> indicated the most abject 
poverty. - 

. This Charon had one daughter, both pious and 
beautiful; and he took care enough to have her 
bberally educated f hlA when she grew up, and 
fit for miai^iage, he would^^uffer no man (by his 
good will) to have any access to, her. However, 
a young gentleman took the opportunity, when 
he was picking op liis penny fares> to get ad- 
mitted to: her company. The first intervieiv 
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pleased w^ll, the second better, and the, third 
/conckided the match. Meanwhile, the silly, 
rich ferryman, not dreaming but things were as 
secpre by land ag. tfiey were by water, continued 
in his former course, which was as follows. — He 
was of so penurious a disposition, that, when he 
woukl not be at the charge of a fire, he roasted, 
or at least, waraied, ^ blacl pudding in .lli^ bosolft, 
aad ate it; and gave his secvants tbeii? portion 
but of hi§ bosom, beate^d by his rowti^ pver the 
water. Puddings were then a yard ibr a peony ; 
and whenever he gave them tbeu albwai^e, be 
used to say, ^' There, yo» hwgry dag», you wiU 
undo )aa^ with eating r 

He would, scarcely a^rd btS/paorneighbouiv 
permission (o light a cand}e, leat they should^ im«- 
poverifsh him, by taking eome of the light. In Ae 
iiight he went to scrape upoo the dung^U, fmd 
if he could find any booes, be woukl bring then 
homfe in hi» eap, a^d ha^e them i^wed for pot^ 
tage; and iostead of oatmeal^ be would buy the 
isif tings of QOf^rjae «ieaJ> and with thr&jra«^ the 
poor servants their broth. He bought his bi^ead 
at the market, not cariog how mouldy or stale jt 
was ; and when he bix)aght it home, he cut it in«- 
t^^lice^, aud laid it in tbl^Q,(bftt it might ba 
thf^barder io be eaten> Meat he woidd oot buy, 
' unless it were tainted, and therefore woul8 go fi^f^ 
thenin ihe family; and when his Jtog refined jt^ 
h^ said^ .hie was a dainty curi, and bett^fed than 
tanght, ^nd then ate it himself.. He neieded no 
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<pts, for all the rats and mice voluntarily left his 
hoase, as there were uo crumbs left by his ser- 
vants to feed them. 

It ii^ farther reported of him^ that^ to save one 
day's expences, he first feigned himself sick, and 
die next day counterfeited death, for no other 
{)Qrpo9e than to save one day's provisions ; appre- 
hending that, whilst his body was above ground^ 
hist servants would not be sp unnatural as to take 
any manner of food till they had seen him in the 
earth, purposing. to recover the ne^t morning af- 
t6r the charge was saved ; and with this he ac- ^ 
^nainted his daugj]aer, wboj against her own will^ 
consented to satisfjr his htunour. He was tjfiea 
taid out for ,dead> and wrapt np in a sheet, for he 
would not be at the expence of a cofiin* He wai 
laid out in his chamber with one caudle bucnin^ 
gt bis head^ and another at his feet ^ which tsras ^ 
the cnstomof the time. His apprentices hearing 
of tbe glad tidings, came to see the joyful specta-^ 
cle, ^d supposing him really dea.d, began tQ 
dance and skip about the corpse. One ran into 
Ae kitchen;^ and breaking open the cupboard* 
brought out the brown loaf; another fetched out 
<he clieese; and the third drew a flagon of beer. 
They immediately began filling their empty bel- 
lies' having been before almost starved, and re- 
joicing among themselves in the expectation of 
future comfort, and deliverance from the hard 
lisage they had endured. The old man lay 
quaking an this time to see the waste, and think** 
4i»e; he should be updone, he could endure it ne 
o « 
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longer. Stirring and struggling in his sheet, hc^ ' ' 
stalked forth like a ghost, and taking a candle In 
«ach hand, was going to rout them for their bold- 
ness,.when one of them, thinking it was the der 
vil, in his likeness, in amazement caught hold of 
the butt end of a broken oar, and at one blovr 
struck out his brains. Thus he, who thought on-| 
]y to counterfeit death, actually lost his life,' 
through his oWn contrivance, and the law ac- 
quitted the fellow of the act, as the deceased wasf 
the prime occasion of the accident. 

The daughter's lover hearing of her fatherV - 
death, instantly posted away to town, but, with' 
tnofe haste than good speed, for in riding fastj 
bis horse unfortuilaitely threw him, just at his en- 

' trance into London, and broke his necfeV ThisiJ 
and her father's death, had such had ah effect oTfii 
her spirits as to bereave bet of her senses. Th^ 
father, who, for his usury, extortioh, and the soti 
cfidness of his life, had been ejccommitinicliited^ 
was not billowed christian burial ; but the daugh^ 
ter, for money, prevailed upon thfe fridrs of Ber- 
mondsey abbey, in the absence of the abbot, tQ 
get him buried. 

' When the abbot came home, seeiiig a riew 
grave, he enquired who had l>eeh buried there^ - 
in his absence. On being truly informed, -he 

" caused the body to be tiaken up, and commanded 
it to be laid on the back of his own ass,for itwaa. 
the custom of the times for the heads of religion' 
houses to ride upon a3se^,'th^rt mHtii%'*a*shart 
praj^er, he turned the beast with his butdferi ^ 
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9tHm aUbeygwtes^ckftiting pf God that be might 
ciw«y him to aome- place where ht best dearrved 
to be buriedt Tb^ ats weal with a solenin pace,, 
ungiiidfd by any^ through Keat Street, tiU he 
cani« to St« TboaQaa-a-vrate;riDg, which was ihen 
th^ comiuoii. execution place^ aad. then &h€K)k 
him pff, just under the gallows; where a grave 
was instantly made^ - and, without any cere* 
xnony^ he was tumbled in, and covered with 
earth. Such was^the remarkable end of his in* 
famoi^ and abominable avarice ! 

These (fisaslevs comiftg on tho daughter m 
such rapd «iiecess^»i, and being troubled with a 
number of iiew goftoFs, she resolved to retire into, 
a cloisieir of ;Ee)igH>us nuns ; mid determined, that 
whatever her father h0AMfi her at his death, she. 
would (iis^ose. of as nearly as she could to the ho* 
Dour of her Qreator, and the encouragement of 
bis reUg^qs service. Near to the place where he^^ 
fatbei^ Uvedy a*d where she was bom, she there- 
£&re caiKifd the foundation of a, famous churi^h. 
to be I^d, whifih was fiaisbed at her own charge, 
aad dedicated by her to the blessed Virgin Mary.; 
Ia memoiy d this pious act, and that her name 
might live to all posterity, the people added Wr 
name to«that given by her, and espied it St* Ma^. 
ly Over^, wfakhi tijie it bears even to this day. 
To the jMb]ki spirit of the priests of St. Mary 
Overs, Ix^d^ Bridge owed its origin* Before,, 
there ha4 beea a ferry left by her pare»t& to. their . 
only daughter Mary, who founded a mmnery^ 
and endowed iijvith the lnoney receiyedfrom the 
G 3 
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\ pto&ts of the boate. TThia hwse was afb^rwiird^* 
converted into a great college.of pri^stsy who not* 
only built the bridge, but kept it in repair. The*^ 
first bridge it should be deserved was of timber,^ 
the materials <^ which it was coBstraicled were 
at hand, and most probably w«re rudely put tc^ 
gether. ..!'...;. s .r ; 



EDWARD PRATT. 

This relative of the noble family of the same 
name, being half brother to the late venerabte^ 
and illustrious Earl Camden, was k xhaii of iin«>- 
gular character and affbrds a r^ttarkable instance ^ 
of unconqueraWe taciturnity, and tenacious ac» 
curacy of memory. Though by no means ail 
avaricious man, he always preferred the uppef 
floor of a house for his residence, on account of 
its tranquillity ; and regulariy, while on i^ore, 
dined in a room by himself at a tavenfi, where- 
"he daily drank a solitary b(»ttle of win^> without 
intoxication. He was seldom heard " to-speak, 
but no circumstance, however ur^enl^ cbuld pre* 
tail on him to break silence at whisi^ tile favourite 
amusement, or rather occupation^ of his life ^ 
and, at the condu^on of eiteh rabbet, he dcAild" 
correctly call over the cards in the teact order ^n 
wiiich they were played, and enumerate various 
instances of error or. dexterity in his associates^ 
with practical remarks. * ; 

But tacitu^ity was the favourite^ thie b«ibitO^ 
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ofiiiie ajQfeetedgpJemnnD of his life: he ebose to 
forego .i|iaiiyJiitle<B8ti8ihcdi[>As add oo^^ ra* 
thcrUumbeitttidie troi^bie'of ttskhig' for thenr^ 
The eadearipg chit-chat of IHettdehip 0r affec- 
tion> the familiar small-talk of domestic life, the 
lively intercourse mid g p iiittJ conversation of 
polished circles, which the votaries of solitude 
jsometime^ ie}is^,ihe sedul<itii5ly^<4iiidldd. In his 
voyages to the east^ he often doubled the Cape 
^ Good Hope without; opemog hia Bps*- On W 
qenain pcpasioQ, the ship had been detainied by % 
l(^ng>flj»d,treeUfinome cah^, more distrewing to a 
mhar, than a' tempestuous ^. The anxioiM> 
and 4ispilriied)'!crew were ^c la^ revived by the 
wisb^d^i^ fareeae, which sprung up and itaft«d' 
theili to- the place' of tbeir destination* Aishabby^ 
fieaijinm proclaimed the welcome tidings 6t^ land 
irom thetop-mast^^nWhilethe oificera and ship's; 
comi^oqr werC' cbogratnlaliiig' each other on the^ 
approaching comforts of ^erm;/ff9ui, the features 
of Mr. Pratt were observed somiewhat to altCTji' 
and tmb^od. ^;l bnew, said he> ydu would en- 
joy the sight of l«0d ; I saw it an h^urbefore the 
careless raggamuffin aloft." — And these were, the 
firsty^e ksft, and. the only words he uttered du* 
ri^ the toyage. This .unsocial ■ aud reserved be-*' 
hairidr probably originated from ill^eatm^it oa 
lus first vcoyage, a hasty unfavoarable opinkm of 
his associates, the boisterousness x}f the waves, or 
an ill-fbunded and ungenerous prejudice, ia 
which be was supported by a learned writer.— 
^A psefer a pifi^on to a $bip," said J)u Johnsoo; 
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'^ for ydn bAve alwaj^s mofenMn, md ffaneMfr 
better ciMwpm»jJ' , This illibefal smcmoi, from a. 
num vrho Unsw. Jmd taogbt beltfer thmgi^ seenM^ 
highly r^r^benstble. * 
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. CHRISTOPHER PIVETT. 

Of the origin of :thi8 eccentric aitifttVbo foh 
lowed the trade of a canrer aodgildiY* at Vorfe^' 
vrith considerable reputaiton^ wi^Uvg' farther is^ 
known, tbMi tha( he was benf io.tbe jieAt iT^B*- 
Heseesis ia the eady part of bia Ebfe^ h^b>em-' 
braced the militaryi profusion, mti^^ hate been 
one of the retinae of his flojal KHgbabsB WU^ 
liaM Duke of CaiDberland;'MHct fou^fatBoder 
the Earl bf Stair at ihe hatde of Dettingen, mtd: 
vokAer the Bute of Gaoibe^aadiQ tbe%a»4B of 
Fontenoy; waaat the si^ge eiCmHAe^ addardi^' 
battle of Cnlloden. • . ..It* 

He settled at York at tkte latter emd df the 
year 1746. His habitation hai^riag been bamt 
down, he took the singular rtsobitms of not ^ag- 
io, a bed, which. he had oo4 donetiw the hut 
thirty-eight years of his life* He/ased ta $]ee|»t 
on Abe fl€>oe or upon one or more ohaita ai^iliihki 
clothes on« Dornig the wh<de of ^9 jpettoA be 
IWed alone> cooked his viet^ab fain3^y a»d 6el«« 
dosn admiued aay perwMa i«to kb hafakatioai 
carefttUy coaceading the place eif h». bi^ or to^ 
whom, be was selated. It was sofipfscd that he* 
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wasfbom itt Of lifeati'^LoAdon, atad thki fie had- 
relations resident thfere at the time o( his 
death. He app^red to have had a liberal edu- 
cation, and was fond of being styled Sir Chris- 
topher Pivett. tie was also remarkable for 
many other singnlarities. Among other nn- 
cdmmbn lu'dcTes which composed the fumitm-e 
erf his apartment ^ere a human sWull arid s6me 
old swords and armor on which he set a great va^ 
Jne. He retained his faculties to the last, de- 
clined the indulgence of a bed or eveh of a mat- 
trass, and refused all medical assistance. ' He 
was an ingetiions artist, tni an honest matt, anif 
4ied in Yoft^ in 1796, At the advanced ag6 of 
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No 'fetiiitihA hk ev^rt- bdett ftmnd to ^operate 
i^itli greMer poweir upon the human mind than^ 
i^Hgiotfs erithust^m. Undd: the influence of 
this- jMtssioii which perhaps mdffe thoroughly 
subdttes^h^'feasoiifi rfnd understanding than any 
df-the^othfe^ implanted .in the bosbm of man, 
lliti!6fi8gcWed Attktk^'brtiv»%very danger and 
thei^is^Hb ^mkipti^mi preposterous ^M extra- 
v^gaffit for bifti tb undertake. Such was the 
]Bi¥itt^>letthii«>r^igned with i^Umited 'dominidi^ 
fctheiwai«tiof,^*«ibft^Ifeteey. "^ 
t^i^hm'tsmi \si^i^ (S^fingilished b^ th^ ap^ 
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pellatiott of John the Qju^eij,! if|r,as 1;k^ .pf ]fim 

parents and l^ved dui^ingiibetreign'^of Cborlef th^ 

tl. He conceived no less a.d^gn tb^i that o£ 

convening the Grand Signior to thte. christiaa 

faithj and for this purpose. iiVsolutely went to- 

Constantinople. He placed himaelf. at the cor^ 

ner of one of the strei^ts of thfrt; citj^ and .prl9l^-^ 

ed with, all the vehemence pf a fanatic; htit. 

speaking in his own language, acro^d. of pQO«-k 

pie gathered rpund hioii and st^ed. wi4l ^^o* 

xiishment^ without being able, to ^uesa at 4be> 

drift of his discourse* JH^ was so<;»i : cpotii^ered. 

to be out of his aeases^ l^nd at , length wi^ lakMu 

tp a madhouse, ^hoKf beMras <^QS«ly.AC^x)^qiCtd:for^ 

six months. It happened that one of th^^t;^ef]pef% 

knew a little of English^ and discovered him to ba 

an Englishman. L^rd .Wiaghelsea, who was then 

ambassador to the Porte^ was informed that a mad 

countrym^ oflm wiM}.t)|ei^ un4dx. confinement. 

His Lordship immediately sent for him, and heap* 

geared in ^ old dirty hat, ye;ry Vl^vtck ipWf wl|iot| 

i}0 persua^ou coul^ indu^ bim.ta jtak^ ^ff* 7^ 

i^n^bassador tbovight^th^ ^ ^^t^ ^^ the TurkffU 

discipliue might beof spme ^vipe p> him^ ^at^ 

accordingly giave orderf tbat be sl)ou(d ;:^iv^ 

, the bastinado. Tbi? 1^1 ^ d^rqd ^ect, ' and 

ijaused a total ^bapgc^.i^ ibis b^fktur, Mfi fen 

even confessed that the drub^i^had a,g«H)4^ 

feet upon Im spirit n Spme letti^rs were found up^ 

on him, addressed. |(^ the ,Qi^t Tuik, in. HFbiob 

he told bin^, that he w«» asf^^wi^ge in dieblmt 

of God tq s^9»tm^ i^.wi^)^; a«i OiMlli^ 
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sent htm not only to debouncey but to nceGoie 
ifemge^moe* iSooB irfterlfe WMputon board 9 
3hip£9r Efl^^tnd^ but BTtM\f fbittid m^tis to «d- 
c«p^ m his pii8«ig«, &iwl<g<*t back again to Coti- 
«tan|;inople. He was soOii dSscdvered^ and sent 
oa board of anc^u^r ^ip^^nnA tMons Were takeb 
to pcevoBt the possibility of liis making a second 



MARLOW^SIDNEY ESQ. 

This remarkaWe and eccentric "character^ died 
on the 23d of January, 1804, at Cowped, in 
Nertfiumbeifchd in the 'fi'Ot^ year of his age. 
Pot many y^aifs lie had such an antipathy against 
medicdl 'men, that eVen 5n his l^st iHness, he 
w^ild not suffer any to attend him. He was 
very partial to the dr^sartd cotapany of the fair 
sex, bnt never'^^hftd the pleasureof tyin^ the hy- 
menal knot;' IVhen sevettfy years "ot aae, his 
tlMrst*!)ri!!im)Ctent and childish kmiisemenis W£^ 
such, that h^ a^tnatey iirent io the dancing school, 
whei^ he regufcrly attended, and appeared highly 
gratified with' ^ his youthful associates. About 
t#o yeai^ Wfbife'hi^ decease a sister, \v1io resided 
in L#nfd&0> wfts at the trotible of paying hirn a 
viift ; 'and* dUrltig her short std^, he ge/iertJ^s/y* al- 
lowed her WHk and Iddging; but with bread and 
other-necessaries she was obliged to provide her^ 
self. Wtei he hSad any inobefy to send to his 
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Iiatikev at Newpe9Ue> three of his xnoft trusty sei^ 
vaiiits irere wdl mwateAartd mrmed with pistols'; 
J^ priiM9H^ltP|ftQi fo<ie ia thte mificBel widi^ die 
cash, and the other faif^ M proper distances from 
jbim, ,ia hi^ vaj* ^adreftr* la this defensive maa- 
f^^they,m^Qh^ fttoigi[i.tbe better \» tcsist WKf 
attack that might be attempted by daring h^h- 
waymen. Thoagh so singular inhls manner>iR9 
person deserved better the name of a good man. 



WILLIAM ANDREW HORNE. : 

«.AMOJSfG the many insl;^cf«f of ,tfei^ r?»wJcable 
judgmejjtfl of JJeaven agai?^st.|^rspQSvg»yty cf 
the atrocious crime of nuyrder, • the follpw^iig is 
not the least extraordinary* It affords an ^ddi* 
.tionai and striking djemppstratron that.tbc^h 
the i^ay.of retribution, piay long be de)^yed>,tbe 
ipurderei;,^el4orn esc^^^even in tb^^; ^ofldi the 
pijjii^hmjent .cj/ecreecj. bj^ spciety for h^s o£^(;dw 
William Andrew Hprijip was th^ eldest? son, of 
a gentleman who possessed a gpod estate ip the 
parish of Pentridge, in Perbyshir^. ^ There h^ 
was born on tlf^ 30th, (^i ^6ypai^T^l6l^^ tJ^jf 
his. father wh^ lyas repi^^^the first classi94jqhp^ 
Jar in thq county>he was taught latin and.Greek, 
in neittjer of , which he jmajie .much progress. 
Being a favori^te y^ith ^the ol4, gentlemap he, wa^ 
indulged at w e^ifly f^ge withaho^fe iokI fnoney^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



WlLtTAM ANDREW HOBNC. 13 

which enabled him to ramble from one place of 
diversion to. another. In this course of dissipa- 
tion, he gave a loose to his vicious inclinations, 
and particularly to his passion for women. , Not 
content with debauching his mother's maid ser- 
vants, he afterwards acknowledged in a paper 
written with his own hand, that he had been the 
occasion of the murder of a servant girl who was 
with child by him, and that he had a criminal 
connection v^ith his own sisters. 
• In the month of February 1724, one.of Jiis sis- 
ters was delivered of a fine boy. Three days af- 
terwards he ^ent ^t ten o'cteck at night, to his 
brother Charley, who thea lived with him at his 
father's, and told him he mi^st take a ride witK 
him that night. Jle then fetched the child, 
whiclTthey put into a long linen bag, and taking 
two horses out of the stable, rode away to An- 
aesly in Nottinghamshire, five computed miles 
from Buttefley, carrying the child by turas. 
When they came near the place, William 
alighted, and asked whether tlie child was alive. 
Charles answering in the affirmative, he took it 
in the bag, and went away, bidding his brother 
stay till he should return. When Charles asked 
him what he had done with it, he said, he had 
laid it by a hay-stack, arid covered it with hay. 

After his condemnation, he declared that he 

had np intentioti the child should die ; that to 

"pteserye its life, he put it into a bag lined witlj 

wool, and made a hole in the bag to give it air; 

.that the child was well dressed, and was designed 

VOL. ft— NO. 13. H 

' , " Digitized by LjOOQIC 



14 WILLIAM ANDREW.HORl^E. 

as a present for Mr. Chaworth of Ann'esly, and 
was intended to be laid at his door : but on taking 
it from his brother, and approaciiing the house, 
the dogs made suck a constant barking, that he 
durst not go up to the door for fear of a disco- 
very, there being a light in oOe of the windows; 
that upon this disappointment, he went back to 
some distance, and at last determined to lay it un- 
der a warm hay-stack, in hopes of its being dis- 
covered early next morning, by the people who 
came to fodder the cattle. The child was indeed 
found, but it was dead, in (consequence of being 
left there all night in the cold. 

Not long afterwards, Charles, having some dif- 
ference with his brother, mentioned the affair to 
his father, who enjoined him never to speak of 
it again. It was, accordingly, kept a secret till 
the old gentleman's death, which happened 
about the year 1747, when he was in his 1024 
year. Charles having occasion, soon after this 
event, to call on Mr. Cooke an attorney of Der- 
by, on parish business, related to him the whole 
affair. Mr. Cooke said he ought to go to a ma- 
gistrate, and make a full discovery. He accor» 
dingly went to Justice Gisborne, but that gen- 
tleman told him, it would be better to be silent, 
as it was an affair of long standing, and might 
hang half the family. After this Charles men« 
tioned it to several other persons. 

Charles al this time, was far from being in 
^asy circumstances. He kept a little ale-house 
at a gate leading to his brother's habitation ; and 
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though h^ used frequently to open the gate for 
him, pulKng off his hat at the same time, yet Wil- 
liam would never speak to him. Not only his 
brother^ but~tlie Whole country round had reason 
to complain of his churlishness and rigor; he 
would scarcely suffer a person, who was not qua* 
hiied, to keep a dog or a gun, so that he was 
univ^sally feared and hated. 

About the year 17i>4; Charles being very ill of 
ft flux, sent for Mr. John White ef Ripley, and 
said he was a dying man, and could not go out of 
the world without disclosing his niind to him. He 
then acquainted him with the incest and murder. 
Mr. White said it was a delicate business, and 
be knew not what to advise. A few days after- 
wards, Mr, White seeing him surprisingly reco- 
vered, askedUiim to what it was owing, to which 
Charles replied, it was in consequence' of his. 
having disclosed his mind to him. 

A short time previous to this circumstance, 
William Andrew Home threatened one Mr. Roe 
for killhig game, and meeting him at a public 
house, an altercation arose on this subject, in 
which Roe called Home an incestuous bid dog. 
For these words he was prosecuted in the ecclesi- 
astical court at Litchfield, and being unable to 
prove the charge, he was obliged to submit, and 
to ppy all expences. Roe being afterwards in- 
formed that Charles Home had informed some 
persons that his brother William had starved his 
natural child to death, went to theih, and found 
jiis intdiligeilce to be u ue. Upon this he applied, 
H 2 
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?ibout Christmas 1758, to a justice ia Derbyshire, 
for a warrant to apprehend Charles^ that tb^ 
truth alight* come out. Tlie warrant wa^^grant* 
ed; but as the justice did public b\wii*efls -oa 
Mondays^ only, the constable took Cbarlers word 
for his appearance on the Monday following. 

Meanwhile, William being informed of -the • 
warrant, endeavoured to prevail on hi* brother 
Cileries to perjure himself, promising to b€ a 
friend, to him. Charles refused to co«oply^ soy-r 
ing that he had, no reason to expiect any -favour 
from him, hut as he, was his brother, if he would 
give him five pounds to carry him to Liverpooly 
he wpuld untnediately embark for another cotto- 
try* William, however^ refused to pa^t with tlifc 
iBoney* , 

The justices of Derbyshire, discovering some 
reluctance to sift the affair to the bottoan, an ap* 
plication was niadeabout the middle of Maicb, 

* l7o9f to a justice of the peace in Nottingham- 
shire, who granted a warrant for apprehendifig 
William. It was soon eadorsed by Sir Jobii 
Every, a gentlemaain tlv? conwDissioii of the 
peace for tlie county of Derby. Abotit eight at 
jnight the oon«table of Anne$ly, went to Mr> , 

- Home's howse at Butterley, and knocked at the 
door, but waa refused admittance. -He thw ieft 
ihje i*Qv^ meationed Roe and two others io gif aid 
the liouse;, and came again the iieatlr m^CMog; 
He was told by a servant: man that Mr. H^raee 
was gone o«t* They insUted be w^ mjkke 
i^QUse, waA threatened to break open the A»ji • 
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on which they were admitted. They i^arch^d 
aU over thehouse^ but coold not find Mr. Hornet 
Roe pressed them to make a second search. In 
one of the rooms they observed a large old 
fhest^ in which Home's wife said there was no- 
thing but table linen and sheets. Roe insisted 
on inspecting the contents^ and was aboutj to 
break the lid, when Mrs. Home opened it, 
and her husband started np in a fright, bare« 
headed, exclaiming, *' It is a sad thing to hang 
me, for my brother Charles is as bad as myself; 
and he cannot hang me without hanging him* 
self.'* 

He was carried before two justices' of Not- 
tingham, and after an examination of some hours, 
was committed to Nottingham gaol, to take his 
trial at the assizes. Soon after his commitment 
he made application to the court of King's 
Benchj to be removed by Habeas Corpus, in or- 
der to be bailed. For this purpose he went to 
London in the custody of his goaler, but the 
court denied him bail, so that he was obliged to 
return to Nottingham, where he remained in 
confinement till the summer assizes, held on the 
10th of An gust 1759, before Lord Chief BaroQ 
Parker. After a trial whi;;h lasted nine hours, 
the jury having withdrawn for half an hour, pro- 
nounced a verdict of Guilty. Thirty-five years 
the justice of heaven had lingered, but now it 
descended with redoubled weight on the head of 
the hoary sianer. On this occasion the very p^ir- 
'ions who found the child appeared and cgird)>^ 
' H 3 

Digitized by CiOOglC 



18 WILLIAM ANDREW BOftKS. 

rated the brother's evidence. He im mediately 
received ^ciience to be hanged the Monday fol- 
lowing, but in the ev^ningj, at the intercession of 
•ome gentlemen who thought tlie tinie tcfo short 
for such an ojd offender to search his heart, th« 
judge was pleased to respite the execution of the 
jiebtence for a. month; at the expirattoa of 

* which he obti^ned another respite till farther 
i>rder3. 

This time he spent chiefly in fruitless applicn- 
tions to persons in power fbr^ pardon, mani-, 
&sling little sense of.thaxrrimeof which he had 
been' cdnvicted, and often saying it was doubly 
liard to suffer on the evidence of a brother for a 
crime committed so many years before. A day 
«r two previous to his execution, he solemnly de- 
nied many atrocious things which common re- 
port: laid tp his charge, and said to a person^ 
'' My friend, my brother Charles wae tried at 
JDerby twenty years ago, and acquitted; n^j dear 
sister jNanny forswearing herself at that time to 
.jsave his life, which you see was preserved to hang 

' jne." — He told the clergy/nan who attended hina^ 
'' that he forgave all his enemies, even his brc^ 
ther Charles ; but that at the day of judgment, if 
God Almighty should ask him how his brother 
Cliarles behaved, bi^ would not give him a good 
character." He was exactly 74 y;ear8 old the 
day be died, being executed oa his birth-di^. 
This >i^ mentioBed several times after the order 
for bis execution was signed, saying, he alwqn 
lise<L to have plttmb-pu4ding on his birdi-day^ 
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and would again, if he could oblam another re- 
prieve. 

He was of such a penurious disposition, that it 
is vsaid he never did one generous action in the 
wbdije^ cpurse of his life. Notwithstanding his 
}icei}(fdii6.<^nduct, his father left him all his real 
«slaie,. hayiog^some tijaie before his death givea 
all his personal praperty % a deed of gift to 
Charles. The father died on a <x>uch in the kil- 
jcben^and had, at the time, about twelve guineas 
j^ hw pockety which undoubtedly belonged 
^ Charles* WilUam,* however, took the cash 
out of the pocket of his deceased parent, and 
would not part vfith it, till Carles promised to 
jpay the whole expeaoe of bvryLng the old 
,maA« Thia bt did, and afterwards insisting on 
hm' rights the elder brother turned him out of 
dooi*6j| and thougb be knew be was master of 
Mipb an in»portant secret^ be refund tb^afibrd 
hina the leaat assb^tance^ or to gjtve a morsel of 
bread ^o his huii^ry children, beggiii&g At the door 
of their hsurd4^ear4ed imple* — Besides hi&inc^^ 
a&d Ae mur()er of the yoong w^mian, who was 
with child by bim> 1^ confessed that he broke 
i^ith ^ videutblow, the arm of , one Amos Killer^ 
ivhklMXDcasioned the poor fellow's death. 
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It is matter of just regret that Mr. Day, left 
behind i)im no friend able or willing to present 
the public with a complete account of his life. 
The particulars which have been given con- 
cerning this original and truly eccentric eha- 
racter seem to justify the presumption that such 
a narrative would have afforded equal instruc- 
tion and entertainment. Prom such scanty ma- 
terials as can be procured, the following facts 
are gleaned ; but justice obliges the compiler to 
acknowledge, that, for most of them, he is' in-* 
debted to the interesting account of Mr. Day, 
given by the ingenious Miss Seward, in bet 
'* Memoirs of the Life of Dr. Darwin.*' 

Thomas Day was born in London in 1748. 
He was educated at the Charter-house, and from 
that institution was removed to Corpus Cbristi 
College, Oxford. His father died during his in- 
fancy, leaving bim an estate of twelve hundred 
pounds per annum. Soon after that event Mrs. 
Day married a gentleman of the name of Phi- 
lips, one of thos^ ordinary characters who seek 
to supply an inherent want of consequence by an 
officious interference in - circumstances with 
which they have no real concern. Mrs. Philips, 
with a jointure of three hundred pounds a year 
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otit of her sto's estate, liad been left his giiardian> 
iu conjunction with Another person, whom she 
influenced. Being herself un<ier tlie iuflnence 
of her husband, the do4nestid situation of her 
&OB, a youtli oThigh spirit wad no common go* 
niusi, was often rendered extremely uncomfort- 
able. It may easily be supposed that he impa- 
tiently brooked the troubii^some authority of a 
man whom he despi^d, and who had no claii^ 
upon his obedience^ though he considered it his 
duty to treat the hustwmd of his mother with 
some exterior deference and respect She often 
repined at the narrowness of her jointure, and 
atiU more frequently expressed her anxiety lest 
Mr. , Philips who had no fortune of his own, 
shovid, by losifig her, be deprived in the decline 
of jife, of a comfortable sdbsistence. N o sooner 
jbad Mr. Day come of age and into possession of 
bis estfite, than he aagmeotod his iuuiliei':^ j^i*** 
. ture to four hundred pounds, and settled it on 
Mr. Philips during his life. Such bounty to one 
who had needlessly e^ibittered so many years of 
his infancy and youth, affords iiicootestible evi- 
42ence pf a truly noble and elevated mind. 

Mr, Day was a'pbenomenon rarely seen in 
ibese latter times, especially ampng persotis of 
hia rank in socie^. Even at that period *^ when 
youth, 0late and gay, steps into liFe," he looked 
^uite the pbilosopber. , Powder and elegant 
^clothes weDe jat that time the appendages of gen* 
-llem^nv but Mr: Day wore neither. In person 
Jbe wsB tall^ and stooped in the shoplders; he was 
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full made, but not corpulent; and in his pensive 
and inelaacholy air Were blended awkwardness 
and drgnity. Though his features bore the tiaces 
of a severe small-pox, yet they were interesting 
and ngfeeable. A kind of weight hung upon the 
lids of his large hazle eyes, but when he declaimed 

Of ^ood and evil. 

Passion a^ad apatby^ and glorj and sbamej 

the expression that flashed from them was highly 
energetic. • . 

His moral character was moulded after the an- 
tique model of the most virtuous citizens 9f 
Greece and Rome. He proudly imposed on 
himself rigid abstinence, even from the most in* 
nocent pleasures ; nor )vouId he allow any action 
to be virtuous that wag performed from the hope 
of a reward liere or hereafter. This severity of 
principle had, however the effect of rendering 
him rather sceptical towards the doctrines of re- 
vealed religion. Strict integrity, active friend- 
ship, openhanded bounty, and diffusive charity, 
greatly over-balanced the tincture of misanthro- 
pic gloom and proud contempt of common-life 
society, which marked his character. For such 
miseries as spring from refinensent and the softer 
affections, Mr. Day had no sympathy; but h^ 
evinced genuine compassion for the sufferings of 
cold and hunger. To the pleasure of relieving 
these he nobly sacrificed all the parade of liih 
*nd all the gratifications of luxury- For pi>»- 
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lisbed society he expressed suprenie contempt, 
aud cherished a particular aversion for the mo- 
dem plans of female education^ ascribing to 
their ihflaence the disappointment he experi- 
enced from the fickleness of a younglady to whom 
he had paid his addresses. He, nevertheless, 
thought it his duty to marry; he indulged syste- 
matic ideas of the powers of phiIoso}>hic tuition 
to produce fuCure virtue, and took great delight 
in moulding, the mind of infancy and youth. 

The distinctions of birth and the advantages 
of wealth were ever regarded by Mr. Day- with 
contempt. He resolved that the woman whom 
he should chuse for his wife should have a taste 
for literature and science, for moral and patriotic 
philosophy. She would thus be a fit companion 
in that retirement to which he had destined him- 
self, and might assist in forming the minds of hia 
t^hildren to stu'bborn virtue and high exertion. 
He likewise resolved, that in her dress, her diet, 
and her manners she should be simple as a moun- 
tain-girl, fearless and intrepid as the Spartan 
wives and Roman heroines. The most romantic 
philosopher could not expect to find sudi a crea- 
ture ready made to his hands, and Mr. Day was 
soon convinced of the necessity of moulding some 
infant into the being his fancy had pictured. 

To the accomplishment of this plan he pro- 
jceeded in the following manner. When he 
came of age, he procured credentials of his 
moral probity, and with these he travelled to 
§k^evfsbmy, accompanied by his friend the late 
3 
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Mrr Bicknel, then a barrister in oonsideraWe 
pra€Uce> to explore, the hospital for foundling 
girls in that town. From among the little in- 
mates of this instiLiition,/Mr; Day, in the pre- 
sence of his friend, selected two of twelve years. 
Tl>ey were both beautiful; the .one, fa5r> with 
flaxen locks and light eyes, he called Locretia; 
the other, i a clear ,^anbm*n brunette, with darker 
^yes, more glowing bloom and cbesnut tres$es> 
he named Sabrina. /The" written -conditions on 
which he obtained these girls were to this effect: 
that,. within a year he should place one oftherat 
with some reputable tradeswoman, giving one 
hundred pounds to bind her. apprentice, and 
maintaining her, if stie behaved w^ll, till she 
mamed or began business for herself, in either 
of which cases he promised to advance four 
hundred more. He avowed his intention of 
keeping and educating the other, with a view 
to make her his wife ; solemnly engaging never 
to violate her innocence, and if he should re^ 
nounce Iris plan, to maintain her in some cre- 
ditable fajnily till she married, when be promised 
to give five hundred pounds as her wedding por» 
lion. For the performance of this contract Mr. 
Bicknel was guarant^ei 

With these girls Mr. Day immediaiely went 
to France, and that they might injbibe ^no 
' ideas but such as he chose to communicate; h^ 
took with him in this excm^sion not a single En- 
glish servant. Nolwitt^tanding all his plnloso** 
phy, Jiis young ^ofeipanioifs hacass^d and piiQ« 
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plcxed him not a little ; tliey were perpetually 
quarrelltog qdcI fighting, and at length, falling 
sick tyf the snmli-pox, they chained him to their 
bed*^side by crying and- screaming if they were 
left a moment with any person who could not 
speak to tb^m in their native language. Their 
ptrotector was therefore iiot only obliged to sit up 
with them many nighti, but also tb perform for 
tkem the lowest offiec4'«ihat are required of a 
nurse ot a domestrc. rfealth returned, and with 
it all their former beaoty. Soon after the reco- 
very of his wards, Mr. Day was crossing the 
Rhone- with them, on a tempestuous day, whea 
the boat overset. Being an excellent swimmef 
*" he saved them both, though not without consi- 
(lerable difficulty and danger to himself. 

After a toirt* of eight months, during which his 
•patience and perseverance had bc^n abundantly 
exercised, Mr. Day returned to England, hear- 
tily glad to separate the little squabblers. Sa- 
brina having become the favourite, he placed 
the fair Lucretia Wilh a chamber milliner; she 
behaved well, and afterwards married a respecta- 
ble linen-draper in London. He committed Sa- 
brina to'the^care of Mr. Bicknel's mother, while 
be settled his affairs at his owmnansion-house. 
Bear-hill /in Berkshire, from which filiartender- 
jiess would not permit him to remote his mother. 

About this time Ae fame of Drl Darwin's ta- 
lents induced Mr. Day to visit Lichfield. Thi- 
ther in the spVing of 1770 he conducted the beau- 
t^ou^ Sabrina> then thirteen years old, and took 
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for twelve months a pleasant mansion in the lit- 
tle green valley of Stowe. Here he resumed his^ 
endeavours to implant in the mind of his charge 
the characteristic virtues of Arria, of Portia, and 
Cornelia, but his experiments were not attended 
with the desired success. He found it impossible 
to fortify her mind against the dread of pain 
and the sense 6f danger; when he dropped 
melted sealing-wax upon h^r arms she did not 
endure it without flinching, and when he fired at 
her petticoats pistols which she believed to be 
charged with balls, she could not forbear starting, 
and expressing her apprehensions by violent 
screams. More than once when he tried her fi- 
delity in keeping pretended secrets^ he discovered 
that she had communicated them to the servants 
and to her playfellows. She manifested an aver- 
sion to study and books, which afforded little pro- 
mise of ability that should one day be responsible 
for the education of youths who were to emulate 
the Gracchi. 

In these experiments Mr.. Day persisted, to his 
uniform disappointment, during, the year he 
spent in the neighbourTiood of Lichfield. The 
difl&culty consisted in giving Sabrina a motive 
for exertion, heroism, and setf denial. His 
plan rejected the usual sources— pecuniary re- 
ward, luxury, ambition, and vanity. His vigi- 
lance bad kept her in total ignorance of the va- 
lue of moniey, the reputation of beauty, and^he 
love of dress. The only inducement which she 
could have to subdue the natural preference of 



d by Google 



ESQ. 27 

ease and sport to pain and the labour of thinking, 
Was the desire of pleasing her protector, apd in 
this desire fear had a much larger share than af- 
fection* At length, discouraged by so many 
fruitless trials, he renounced ail hope of moulding 
-Sabrina into the being he had so fondly imaged, 
and relinquishing his intention of making her his 
wife, he placed her at a boarding-school in War- 
wickshire. 

His confidence in the power of education be- 
gan to. felter And hjs aversion to modern elegance 
subsided. During his residence in the vale of 
Stowe he had enjoyed daily opporlunities of con- 
Tersing with the beautiful Miss Honora Sneyd, 
of Lichfield, the object of the inextinguishable 
passion of the gallant and unfortunate Major 
Andr^. The mental and personal accomplish- 
ments of this lady made such a deep impression 
on the heart of Mr. Day, that he made her an 
offer of his hand. She admired his talents, re- 
spected his virtues, but found it impossible to 
love him, and candidly told him so. He now 
transferred his heart to her sister Elizabeth, a 
-very engaging young lady, though far inferior to 
Honora, and she^ with equal candor, acknow- 
ledged that she could hav^ loved him, had he ac- 
quired th6 manners and habits of society, in- 
stead of those austere singularities for which he 
was remarkable. 

To these otir philosoplier now began t© ascribe 
all the disappointments he had hitherto experi- 
enced, in love. He told Elizabeth, that, for her 
f X 2 
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sake^ h4 would xenoimce Im prejudices aguinat 
«j£toraal refinemeats^ and endeavour to accjuire 
tbem ; for which purpose he would go to Paris> 
and place himself for a year under the tuition of 
daneing and fencing masters. ITiis he actually 
did, bu^ notwithstanding the niany painlul rer 
«^raints to which he submitted, and the incessant 
assiduity with which he studied to acquire ia his 
air, manners, and address, the graceful ease and 
polished exterior of a man of the world, he was 
unable entirely to conquer habits to which tiuobe 
liad given such strength. 

He flow returned to England, but only to en* - 
dure fresh diaappointmenta*. The attemptd be 
made wkh: vi^le ef&rt to aseuoie the polish of 
fashionable Ufe, and tbeskow^ dres6) ia which, b^ 
preseated bimfielf. to bis fair one, appear^ ior 
fijoitely more vmgraceful and uabecomivg th^ 
bis natural simplicity of manners and of garbv 
Stic confessed that Thomas Day,* blackguard, a« 
he jesiingly styled himself, was much less displeas- 
ing to her eye than Tiiomas Day, fine gentleman. 

After such sacrifices and such efforts, it is easy 
to conceive what must now have been bis morti- 
fication. Relinquishing his hopeless suit, he re- 
sumed his accustomed plainness of attire, and 
neglect of bis person. He again viaited the con*- 
tinent, where he passed another year; and re*- 
turned to England in 1773. From that period 
Mr. Day resided chiefly in London, where amid . 
the select circle to which he confined hims£ftf,he 
often met the elegant Miss Esther Mills, of Der^ 
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byshire. Brought up amid the luxurfes, and ipo8- 
sessing the accomplishments suited to her large 
fortune, this lady bad cdtivated her understand- 
ing by books, and her virtues -by benevolence. 
She soon discovered his talents and his merit, 
and in her eyes the unpolished stoic possessed ir- 
resistible charms. Her regard for hipj mani- 
fested itself in the most unequivocal manner i but 
repeated disappointment had caused Mr. Day to 
look with distrust on all female attention, how- 
ever flattering. It was not till after years of mo- 
dest, yet tender devotion, that he deigned to ask 
Miss Mills, if, for his sake, she could renounce 
all the pleasures, all the luxuries, all the ostenta- 
tion of the world ; if, after procuring the ordi- 
nary comforts of life, she could resolve to em-^ 
ploy the surplus of her fortune in clothing the 
naked and feeding the hungry ; if she could bury 
herself with him in the country, Imd 8huu> 
through the rest of her life, the infectious taint 
of society. 

Had not the heart of Miss Mills been influ- 
enced by the most devoted attachment, she could 
scarcely have assented to such proposals. They 
were, however, gladly accepted ; but something 
more remained- Mr. Day insisted that her 
whole fortune should be settled upon her, to- 
tally out of his controul, that if ever she grew 
tired of such a system of life, she might return 
to that to which she had been accustomed, when- 
ever she pleased* 

Havingji upon these conditions, made Mm 

1 a 

* 
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Mills his wife, Mr, Day retire^f^h ber iirtoi^tbe 
country abotrt the year* 1780. Vtr»4 Day had »o 
carriage, no servant of ber ow^ ho luxory of 
)Miy kincL Mume, to which sbe^viaa strongly at-^ 
tached, was deemed trivial^ and 'she accordingly 
banis^d her harpsichord and music books. Mr. 
Day made frequent experimen4!» on her temper 
and her aflTection ; and never did tlie roost depen- 
dent wife ^akc such absolute sacriiices to the 
most imperious husband, as did this lady, who 
was in secure possession of an affluent independ- 
ence, and &f whom nothing wa& required a» a ' 
duty. 

It was not lofig after his marriage that Mr* 
©ay began to compose the History of Sandford 
- andrMerton, a work on which it is unnecessary 
to pass any eulogiiim here* Its general adoption 
fts a book of edueation by- enlightened parents 
an^d instructors of youth, sufficiently attest* the 
merits of Mr. Day's labours. He- was likewise 
the author of two noble poems, which appeared 
previous tp Sandford and Merton. These were 
The Devoted Legions Tii\d The liyrng Negro. The 
third edition of the latter he dedicated to Roos- 
sean, in language replete with energy j|nd ^veiy 
grace of eloquence. 

The useful life of Mr. Day was cut short in ifs 
meridian. He feH a victim in the yeai^ f7B9 to 
one of hi^ uncommon systems. He thought so 
highly of the gratitude and sensibility of horses, 
that whenever they were vicious or unruly, he 
conceived it to be owing to previous ill usage. 
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Havhig^ reared ^nrfavmrite foal^ he reioIVdd t« 
acousUm JaimCo the hit and the btirdca himself/ 
whliGot the JBi^ktance of a horse-breaker. He 
aircordingly mounted the aaimdy which, disliking 
this new kind of treatment, plungei, threw his 
iiuu9tei^> who wm not a good horaeniian> aiod with 
his heels, straok him a Uow on the head which 
instantly proved fatal. 

So deepJy wa» Mrs. Day affeoted by his loss, 
that it is said she never afterwads saw the sun ; 
hut^ confining herself to her bed, within the 
curtains of whichi Ho ligbt^ was admitted during 
the A^y, slie rose only at night, and wandered 
alone in fa^sr gairden^ amid the gloom that vras 
eongenial to her sorrows. She supviv^ her 
adored husband two yeavs, and expired of a bro- 
ken heart. Mr. and Mrs. Day kft no issae. 

The readier will not be displeased to find a few 
farther particulars rekui^^ to t^e fortuoe of Sa^ 
brina, subjoi-aed to thid account of her patron* 
We left her at school at. iSutten Coldfield ia 
Warwicklahire. There Sabrimi remained three 
years, grew elegant and amiabte, and gained the 
esteem of her instr«etrc?85. On her leaving 
school Mr. Day allowed her fifty pounds per an- 
ituni. She resi<fcd some years near Birmingham, 
and afterwards at Newport in Shropshire, secu- 
ring heiaetf friends by the strict propriety of het 
conduct and h^i virtues. In her twenty-sixA 
year, two years after Mr. Day's marriage, his 
friend Mr. Bickhel offered his hand to Sabrina 
She accepted bis addresses, rather from motives 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



32 THOMAS 3 AY, KSQ* - 

o^ prudence than of pass«Hi> but became one oF 
the i>est and most affectionate of wives. On her 
asking Mr. Day's consent to this .match, his re-* 
ply was ; ^' I do not refuse my consent .to your 
marrying Mr. Bicknel ; but remember you have 
hot asked my advice."' .Paithful to his promise 
he gave her on this orcasion a portion of five 
hundred pounds. 

The issue of this marriage was two boys, the 
eldest of whom was five years 6ld when Mr. Bick- 
nel was remt>ved from his family by the hand of 
death. As he had no patrimonial fortune,, and 
had always lived up to his income, his widow 
was left without any proviiion for herself and her 
infants. In this situation Mr. Day allowed heir 
thirty pounds, a year, in aid, as he said, of the . 
efforts he expected her to make for the maihten« 
ance of her children. A subscription was-made 
among the gentlemen of the bar, and the sum of 
8OOI. was raiaed for the use of Mrs. Bicknel and 
her sons. This excellent woman bas' lived many 
years with Dr. Burney of Greenwich, as his 
house-keeper and assistant in the cares of his 
academy, where she is treated with every mark 
of esteem and respect that is due to her virtues^ 
Mrs. Day continued the allowance made by her 
husband to Mrs. Bicknel, and bequeathed it$. 
continuance from her own fortune during the life> 
.of the latter. . 
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This celebrated dyejurf^ waA bcnrn at Oakham m 
Rutlandshire^ in l6\9, and about the ag6 of 
seven or eight years, being th^ but eighteen 
inches high, was retained in the serviice of th« 
Dnke of Buckingham who resided at Batkigh on 
the MilL So&n after the' marriage of Charles I. 
the king and queen being entertained at Bui«- 
kigh, little Je£fery was served np at table in it 
cold pye, which, when cut open, presented to 
the astonidbed, royal visitors the dimunitive Je^ 
fery atmed cap»-arpee. This pye was purposely 
t:s«ai8liiucted to hold our little hero, who, when 
the dtttdiess madie an incision m his castle of 
{Bste, shifted his situation until sufficient room 
^ns made: for bis appeamnce. The queen ex> 
pressing bcrs^ ^eatly pleased with bis persoil 
mnd maimers/ the dutchess presentied him to her 
maje^Vy who afterwai^ds kept him as her dwarfc 
#rom the age of seven years till thirty, he never 
grew taller; but after thirty he shot up to three 
feet nine inches, and there fixed. < 

Jeflfery became a considerable part of the en* 
tertaioraent of the court, and Sir William Da* 
venpprt wrote a poem oti a battle between him 
Tand a tur4fey-coGk, which took place at Dunkirk^ 
where a woman re&cued hini from the fury of his 
antagonist* In 16;J8, was published a very small 
and curious book Called " The -New Year's Gift,** 
presented at court from the Lady Parvula to th^ 
Lord Minimns (commonly called Little JefFery), 
her majesty's servant, &c. writteiv by Microphi* 
^s, wkh a portrait of Jeffery prefixed. * 
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Before this period, oor hero was employed in a 
negociation of great 'importance. This was, to 
proctire a midwife for the queen, but on bis re- 
turn with a lady of that profession and her ma- 
;je3ty's dancing-master, with many rich presents 
to the queen from„her mother, Mary de Medicis, 
he was taken by the Dunkirkers; and besides 
what he was bringing for the queen ^ he lost to 
the value of two thousand five hundred pounds, 
that he had received in France, on his own ac-' 
xjoqnt, from the queen's mother, and ladies of 
that court. This happened in the year 1630. 

JefFery lost little of his consequence with the 
queen on this misfortune, but was often teazed 
J>y ithej courtiers and: domestics with the stoiy of 
the turkey-cock, and trifles, of a similar descrrp*^ 
tion ; his temper was by do means calculated to 
pQt up with repeated affronts, and at last being 
gl-eatly provoked by Mr. Crofts, a young gentle- 
man of family, a challenge ensued. Mr.. Crofts 
coming to the rendezvous armed only with a 
squirt, the little creature was sq enraged, that a 
real duel ensued; and the appointment being on 
horseback with pistols, to put them more on a 
levei, Jeffery at the first fire^ shot his antagonist 
dead. This happened in France, whither, he bad 
attended his mistress in the troubles. 

He was afterward taken prisoner by a Turkish 
rover, and sold for a slave. in Barbery; bjat did* 
not remain long in captivity, /or at the begiar 
ning of the civil war he was made captain in the 
royal ar-my; and ih 1644, attended the queeu 
again intp France, where Jie remained till the re* 
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storatioD. At last, upon suspicion of his being 
privy to the popish plot, he was taken up in 
1664, and confined in the Gate-house, Westmin* 
ater, where he ended his life, at tlie age of 63. 



THE REV. DR. HOWARD. 
This gentleman of facetious memory was 
chaplain to the late Princess Dowager of Wales^ 
and rector of Saint George, Southwark. De- 
lighting much in the good things of thjs world, 
he so far indulged his hunger and thirst after de- 
licacies, that he found himself much in arrear to 
many of his trading parishioners. Fortunately 
fdr hinxself he lived in the rules of the King's 
Bienc^, which shielded him from the rude intru-^ 
sion of clamorous creditors. The Doctor, how- 
ever, was a man of humour, and frequently hit 
upon expedients to keep them in ^ood temper. 
He once preached a sermon to them, from the 
following text — " Have patience and I will pay 
ye all." He expatiated at great length on the 
virtue and advantage ot' patience, ^^ And now, 
my brethren," said he, ^^ I am come to the second 
part of my discourse, which is — Andlwillpayyou 
2\\— hut that I shall defer to a future opportunity.'* 
Another anecdote of him may tend to eluci- 
date his charucter. Passing by a peruke-ma- 
ker's ihop ill Leicester-fields, he saw a canonical 
wig in the Window, which took his fancy, and en- 
tering ithei shop he ^ave orders for one in tlie 
same pompous style, and of the same colour. In 
order tb obtain credit, he informed the master 
that ^e was Rector of St. George's Southwark, 
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and chaplain to Xhe Prit>oes9 Dowagfer of Wales, 
Happy in the. acquisi lion of such a cuatofner, 
the bair-^resser iini^hed the.penike with the utK 
inost dispatch ; but bofore he sent it hottwe, the- 
had heard some whiappra about v the reverend doc- 
tor which did not perfectly please hi«i, and 
therefore ordered his journeyman, whom he sent 
witli the wig, not {o diefiver it without the mo- 
tley. — ^^ I have brought your wig, sir/' said the 
journeyman to bis reverence. '^ Very well, put it 
dbwii.*'-^^*^^ I can't, sir, without the cole." — ^' Let 
me try it, however, to see whether it willfit me/ 
This the man thought so reasonable a request, that 
he consented to it. The consequence was, that the 
doctor ordered him, instantly out of the room 
without the peruke> protesting that if he touched 
it after he bad sold and delivered it, he would 
prosecute hin^ tor a robbery ; a regular transfer 
had been made, and it was npw his property. 

The Doctor; when collecting a brief with the 
parish officers of St. Geo ifge,- called, among the 
rest of tde inhabitants, on a grocer, with whom 
Ke had a ninning account. To prevent being 
first asked for a settlement,.he enquired if be was 
not some trifle in his debt: on referring to the 
ledger, there appeared a balance of seventeen 
shillings in favor of the y-adesmam The I)octbr 
had recourse to his pocket, ^md pulled out, some 
halfpence, a little silver, and, a guinea,;, the gro- 
cer eying the latter, with a degree of sjulrprise 6x-, 
claimed, ^* Good God, Sir, you have got a stranger 
there!" '^Indeed I have, Mr, Brown," replied 
the wit, returning it into, hi$ pocket,/'aW b(for$ 
we pari we shall he better acquainted. ' ^ • 
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Among the eccentric characters who^ about 
half a century ago> attracted public notice in the 
British metropoGs was the ChevaTier Desseasaa. 
He was a native of PrussU^ of French extraction 
and early In life bore a commission in the Prus- 
sian service. This he found himself under the 
necessity of quitting abruptly. A disiagreement. 
between him and a brother officer was carried to 
such a height that a duel ensued^ In which his 
antagonist was dangerously wounded. Uncer* 
tain of the event and dVeadlng the consequences 
should the waund prove fatal^ he ensured his safe- 
ty by fligh 

The che'valler sought a refuge In England^ and 
contracted so great a partiality for this country^ 
that he resolved to pass in It the femalnder.of his 
days. The singularity of his dress and character 
soon drew the attention of the curious. IJe was 
well acquainted with Foote, Murphy, Goldsmlthj 
Johnson, add most of their contemporaries, emi- 
nent for genius and talent In the walks of litera- 
ture and the drama: nor was their a bookseller 
of any note who did not kno^ the Chevalier 
Desseasau. His xjhief places of resort were Old 
Anderton's Coffee-house in Fleet Street, the 
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Barn^ in St. Martin's Lane, and various coffee- 
houses in the vicinity of Coven t Garden. His 
originality and good-nature caused his ^mpanjr 
to be much courted. 

He either bad, or fancied that he possessed a 
talent for poetry, and used to recite his composi- 
tions among his friends. On these occasions bis 
vanity ofteh got the better of bis good-sense, 
and led him to make hrmself the hero of bis 
"Story. As an instance of this he frequently re- 
J)eated the foilowing lines with an emphasis which 
Indicated the most selt-complacent satisfaction : 

11 ii*y a an raonde que deux heros, 

•L« ri>i de Prufte, et Chevalier Devscasaoi 

wbioh may be thus rendered : — 

Id all the world but heroes two I know* 
Prussians fam'd Kiag, and Chevalier Desaeasan. 

He never submitted any of his performances 
* 'to public view, but confined them to the circle 
of bis friends. He would often rehearse them 
himself before select company, and during the 
last years of bis life, be derived his principal 
means of subsistence from the presents made bim 
in return. 

At this period he was reduced by misfortunes 
and perhaps also by the intiimities of age, to a 
residence within tberules of the Fleet prison; 
but guch was the confidence placed in his honor, 
that he was suffered to go wherever he pleased 

2 
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He appeared m the streets in the singular dress * 
and accoutrements delineated in our engraving. 
His clothes were blacky and their fashion had all 
the stiff formality of those of an ancient buck. 
In his hand he generally carried a gold-headed 
cane, a roll of his poetry, and a sword, or some- 
times two. ' The reason for this singularity was^ 
according to his own expression, that he might 
afford an opportunity to his antagonist, whom be 
wounded in the duel, to revenge his cause, shoold 
he again chance to meet with him. This trait 
would induce a belief that his misfortunes had 
occasioned a partial derangement of the cheva* . 
-Jier^s intellects. . ' 

With respect to his figure, he was short in 
s^ ture, slender in the lower extremities and not 
Tery unlike the lady, who was said to be a natu« 
ral daughter of Prince Henry of Prussia and was 
well known in London, where she appeared in 
male attire^ by the name of the Chevalier d^ 
Verdion. 

Desseasau died tt his lodgings in Fleet Mar* 
ket, aged upwards of 70, in February 1775, and 
was interred in St. Bride's Church^yard. The 
Gentleman^s Magazine of that month, contained 
the following notice concerning him :'' Died> 
the Chevalier Des^asau, commonly called the 
French Poet ; he has left a great personage, a cu- 
rious sword,a gold medal and a * curious picture.'' 
Whether these articles were ever disposed of 
conformably to bis bequest we are not informed- 

K 2 
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N O place can afford a fairer field for the ex- 
ertion of talents^ or honest industry, than the ca- 
pital of the British empire. How many instance* 
might be adduced of persons there raising them* 
selves by those recommendations from the most 
abject indigence to prosperity and weahh 1 Of 
many of these, however, it is to be regretted that 
so little is known. '^ It would be amusing/' says 
the Rev. Mr. Granger, *' to trace the progress, 
of a lord mayor from the loom or the fishmonger's 
stall to the chair of the chief magistrate ; to be ii^- 
formed with what difBcultyhe got the first hun- 
dred pounds, with how much less he made it a 
thousand, and with what care he rounded his 
plumb." Mr. Cappur though be did not attain 
to such honors or such opulence affords, }iow- 
ever, an example of the tnith of theae observa^ 
tions. 

He was born in Cheshire, of humble parents ; 
his family being numerous, he came to Lotidon 
i^t an early age, to shift for himself, as he used 
to say, and was botind apprentice to a grocer. 
Mr. Cappur soen manifested great quickness and 
industry, and proved a most valuable servant to 
his master. It was one of the chief boasts of his 
life, that he had gained the confideace of his 
employer, and never betrayed it. 
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^ Being of an enterprising spirit^ Mr. Cappur 
commenced business as soon as he was out of his 
apprenticeship^ in the neighbonrhood of Rose- 
mary-Lane. His old master was his only friend^ 
and recommended him so strongly to the dealers 
in his line^ that credit to a very lar^ amount 
was given him. In proportion as he became sue* 
c^assful^ he embarked in various speculations^ but 
in non^ was so fortunate as in the funds. He 
at length amassed a sum sufficient t# decline all 
busineiss whatever. 

Mr. Cappur therefore resolved to retire from 
the bustle of life. This best suitied his disposi- 
tion; for although he possessed many amiable 
qi^alities yet he was the most tyrannical and over- 
bearing man living, and never seemed so happy 
as when placed by the Vide of a churlish compa- 
nion. For several days he walked about the vi- 
einity of London, searching for lodgings, with- 
out being able to please himself. Being one day 
much fatigued, he called atrthe Horns at Ken- 
nington, took a chop and spent the day, and 
asked for a bed in his usual blunt maimer, when 
be was answered in the same thbrlish style by 
the landlord, that he could not have one. Mr. 
Cappur Was resolved to stop, if he could, all his 
life, to plague the growling fellot^, and refused 
to retire. After some altercation, however, he 
was accommodated with a bed, and never slept 
out of it for twenty-five years. During that time 
he made ao agreement for lodging or eating, but 
wished to be considered a customer only for the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 JOSEPH CAPPUB. 

day. For many years he talked about quitting 

this residence the next day. 

Hisinanner of living was so methodical^ tl;iat 

he would not drink his tea out of any other than 

' a favourite cup. He was equally particular with 
respect to his knives and forks^ plates^ 8cc« la 
winter and summer he rose at the same hour, 
and when the mornings were dark^ he was s# 
accustomed to the house^ that he walked about 
the apartments without the assistance of any 
light. At breakfast he arranged^ in a peculiar 
way, the paraphernalia of the tea-table^ but first 
of all he would read the news-papers. At dinner 
he also observed a general rule, and invariably 
drank his pint of wine. His supper was uniforqfi- 
ly a gill of rum, with sugar, lemon-peel, . add 
porter, mixed together ;• the latter he saved frtm 
the pint h€ had at dinner. From this oeconomi- 
cal plan he never deviated. 

He called himself the Champion of Govern- 
n^ent, and his greatest glory was certainly his 
country and king. He joined in all subscrip- 
tions which tended to the aid of government. 
He was exceedingly choleric^ and nothing raised 
his anger so soon as declaiming against the Bri- 
tish Constitution. . In th^ parlour he kept his 
favourite chair, and there he would often amuse 

« himself with satirising th^ customers, or the land- 
lord, if he could make his jokes tell better. It 
was his maxim never to join in general conversa- 
tion, hut to interrupt it whenever he could say 
aay thing illnatured. Mr. Cappur's conduct to 



d by Google 



JOSEPH, CAPPUR. - 7 

his relations was exceedingly capricious ; he ne- 
-ver would see any of them. As they were chief* 
ly in indigent circumstances^ he had frequent 
applications from them to borrow money. '' Are 
they industrious r he would enquire; when be- 
ing answered in the aflfirmative, he woiild add, 
** Tell them I have been deceived already, and ne- 
ver will advance a sixpence by way of loan, but 
I will give them the sum they want; and if ever 
I hear they make known the circumstance, I 
will cut them off with a shilling." 

Soon after Mr. Townsend became landlord of 
the Horns, he had an opportunity of making a 
, few good ready money purchases, and applied to 
the old rcian for a temporary loan: — *' I wish, , 
*' said he, *' to serve you, Townsend ; you seem 
an industrious /ellow ; but how is it to be done. 
I have sworn never to lend, I must therefore 
give it thee ;" which he^ accordingly did the fol- 
lowing day. Mr. Townsend proved grateful for 
this mark of liberality, and never ceased to ad-p 
minister to hi,m every comfort the house would 
afford; and what, was, perhaps, more gratifying 
to the old man, he indulged him in his eccentri- 
cities. 

Mr. Cappur was electe.d steward of the par- 
lour fire, and if any persons were during enough 
to put a poker in it without his permission, they 
stood a fair chance of feelipg the weight of his 
cane. In summer time, a favourite diversion of 
his was killing flies in the parlo-ar with his cane : 
but as he was sensible of the ill opinion this would 
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produce among -the company present, 'he would 
with great ingenuity introduce a story about the 
rascality of all Frenchmen, *' whom/* says he, 
'' I hate and detest^ and would knock down just 
the same as these flies.** .This was the signal 
for attack, and presently the killed and wounded 
were scattered about in all quarters of the room. 
From this fly-killing propensity he acquired the 
name of Domitian, among the customers who 
frequented the house. 

This truly eccentric character lived to the age 
of seventy-seven, in excellent health, and it was 
^not until the Tuesday morning before his decease 
that a visible alteration was perceived in him. 
Having risen at an earKer period than usual, he 
was observed to walk about the house, exceed- 
ingly agitated and convulsed. Mr. Townsend 
pressed him . to sufier medical assistance to be. 
sent for, to which Mr. Cappur then, and at all 
times, had a great aversion. He asked for a pen 
and ink, evinced great anxiety to write, but 
could not. Mr. Townsend, apprehending his 
dissolution nigh^ endeavoured^ but iil vain, im get 
permission to send for Mr. Cappur*s rclatiQns> 
and tried to obtain their address for that purpose. 
He reftised, saying that he should be better. On 
the second day, seeing no hopes of recovery, 
Mr. Townsend called in four respectable gentle- 
men of the neighbourhood^ and had jseals put 
upon all Mr. Cappur's property. Ode of the 
four gentlemen recollected the address of. Mr. 
Cappur'c two nephews, of the name of Dutton^ 
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who were immediatjely sent for. They resided 
in the neighbourhood of Rosemary-lane. 

On searching his apartment after his deaths 
his relations fo\ind a will curiously worded, and 
made on the back of a sheet of banker's checks. 
It was datqd five years back, and the bulk of hi^ 
property^ which was then upwards of 30,000L he 
left equally among his poor relations. He died 
on the 6th of September 1804. 



HARRY PAULET. 

This singular character, commonly called 
*' Duke of Bolton, King of Vine-street, and Go- 
vernor of Lambeth Marsh,'' died lately in that 
neighbourhood, and his remains were attended to 
the grave by a great number of persons whom 
his bounty had made comfortable. 

Parsons^ the comedian, speaking of the sub* 
ject of the following particulars, frequently de- 
clared with the greatest gravity, that be would 
rather expend a crown, to hear Harry Paulet re- 
late one of Hawke's battles, than sit gratis by the 
most celebrated orator of the day. '* There was," 
(said Parsons),. '^ a manner in his heart-felt sar- 
rations that was certain to bring his auditors in- 
to the very scene of action; and when he de- 
scribed the moments of victory, I have seen a 
dozen labouring-men at the Crown public-house. 
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rise together, arvd moved by an instantaneous 
impulse, give three cheers, while Harry took 
breath to recite inoreof his exploits.'* 

T*hi» man^ whose love for his country cannot 
be excelled, was, in the year 1758, master of an 
English vessel in North America, and traded up 
the river St. Lawrence; but being taten by the 
enemy, he remained a prisoner under Montcalm 
at Quebec, who' refused to exchange him, •n ac- 
count of his extensive knowledge of the coast, 
the strength of Quebec and Louisburg, with the 
different soundings. They therefore came to a 
resolution to send him to France to be kept a 
prisoner during the war, and with this intent he 
was embarked on board a vessel ready to sail with 
dispatches to the French government. Being 
the only Englishman on board, Harry was ad- 
mitted to the cabin, where he took notice on« 
day, that the packet hung in an exposed ditua-* 
lion in a canvas bag, for the purpxjse of being 
thrown overboard on any danger of being taken: 
this he marked as the object of a daring enter- 
prise; and 'shortly after, in consequence of the 
-vessel being obliged to put into Vigo for provi- 
sions and intelligence, be put his design into ex- 
ecution. There were two English men of war 
lying at anchor, and Mr, Paulet thought this a 
proper opportunity to make his meditated at- 
tempt; he therefore one night, when all but the 
watch were asleep, tool^ the packet out of the 
bag, and having fixed it in his mouth si'lently let 
himself down to the water, and, to prevent being. 
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discovered, floated on his back to the bows of 
one of the English ships, where he secored himr 
self by the cables^ and calling -'for assistance was 
immediatdy taken on board \iith the packet. . 

The captain, charmed with this bold attempt, 
treated him with great humanity, and gave him a 
sttit of scarlet clothes trimmed with h\ue velvet 
and gold, which he retained to the day of his 
death. The dispatches being transcribed proved 
to be of the utmost consequence to our a-flfairs ib 
North America, and Harry was sent with a copy 
of them post over land to Lisbon, from whence 
he was Iwrought to Falmouth in a sloop of war, 
and immediately set out for London. Upon hi« 
arrival in town, he was examined by proper per- 
sons in the administration, and rewarded agre<^ 
ably to the nature of bis service; but what is 
most remarkable, an expedition was instantly 
formed upon a review of these dispatches, and 
our successes in North America, under Wolfe, 
and Saunders, are in some ilegree to be attri- 
buted to the attachment of Paulet to theinteresti 
of his country. 

Foriiis services the government rewarded him 
with the pay of a lieutenant for life, wliich, with 
other advantages, (for Harry had ever been pru- 
dent) he was enabled to purchase a vessel. Here 
fame takes somie liberty withliis character, and 
. asserts that he used to run to the French coast, 
and then take in a cargo of brandy ; but be that 
as it may, Harry was one mbming returning, 
when the French fleet had stolen out of Brest 
under ConSans^ whi(e admiral Hawke was hid 
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12 . HARRt PAVLET. 

behind the rock of .Ushant to watch the motions 
of the enemy. Mr. Paulet, loving his country 
better than his cargo, soon ran up to the British 
admiral, and demanding to speak with him, was 
ordered to make his vessel fast,, and come on 
board; upon his tellipg Hawke what he knew of 
the enemy, the admiral told him, if he was right, 
he would mi^ke his fortune; but if he had de- 
ceived him, by G— d he would hang him upon 
the yard-arm. The fleet was instantly under 
weigh, and upon Paulet's direction to the mas* 
ter (for he was an excellent pilot) the British 
fleet was presently brought between the enemy 
and their own coast ; and now the admiral or- * 
dered Paulet to make the be^t of his way; but 
Harry begged of the admiral, a^ he had discovered 
the. enemies of his country, tl^at he might be al* 
lowed to assist in beating them. This request 
was assented to by the commander; and Paulet 
had his station assigned, at which na mah could 
behave better; and when the battle Was over, 
this true bom Englishman was sei^t home co- 
vered with coramendatipns, and rewarded with 
that which enabled him to live happy the remain- 
der of his life. ■ 

Mr. Paulet possessed a freehold estate in Corn- 
hill| London t and, respecting the good he did 
with his incotpe, there is not a poor being in the 
neighbourhood of Tedlar's Acre, who does not 
testify with gratitude, some act of benevolence 
performed for the alleviation of his poverty, by 
this humane and heroic Englishman. 
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ter wUo miS^ in Pall MsM TWagU weU-^nade, 
md mt^erg>-9«# tiwOrtfeUi, tie ^Kbibited, ifi ai 
most natural manfier, almost v)^y opofi^scflde^ 
formity and dislocation. He frequently diver- 
ted himself with tlie tuMafgj by sending for one 
of them to take measure of him> and would so 
contrive it a& to hare a most ip^^gyoct^c^e rising 
in one of the shoulders : when the clothes were 
brought hQ,gpuetJipd tried jipo«i biua, iheieff^v^^ 
ity w£»s r^oved iatp the ^tber slwulder; vpofv 
which the tailor ^ked pnrdoM ^or the mUtajfe, 
aqd a]tei*e4 the garment as ^seditiously as jpps- 
sibk : but^ upon a tliird trial* h^ fQun4 hini.p^r-: 
fectly (see fropi blemjgh abo^^t jhe .9b.(w}dera, 
though PjU unfo|-tuuate lump appealed upon his; 
b^gik. X^ sh^rt^ this w^ndeiing tumour jpu^zl^d- 
all t^e wc;tJrlyn^<??i s^bout town., who found it im- 
possible tQ accouipiod^te so cliangeiiWe a ,pu^ 
tpmer. He dislocated the vertebi*® ^Ov^ P^^^K 
md ptbe;e p^rts qf the bp4y^^'^l such a ^wanner 
ihat,MQlh3i§/ the fivpous surgeon, before whom 
he apppa;i;^d ^ ^.ptieut, wc^s abockecJ fit the sight, 
mi WPVid ^qt ^ yen ^ttem p t hk cure. He of^en 
pa^s«d,forj?^.cripjplpa^map^ persons w,ith whom he 
\)^(\ heen iq qQqagaoy h*it a few minutes before,. 
XipoJP tb^s^ Qccasions he would ^mH piily change 
VOL. 2.— NO. 14. L ^ 
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14 JOSEPH. CLARK. 

the position of his limbs, but eutirely alter the 
figure of his coutitenatice, The powers of his 
fece were more extraordinary then the flexibility 
of his body. He would assume all the uncouth 
grimaces that he saw at a quaker's meetings the 
theatre, or any other. public pktee. He died 
aboutttbe beginning of King William's reign. 
k appears from-Evelyn's ^lumismata that he wad 
BOtdiving in i697> 



EDWARD ALLEYN, ESQ. 

EfJWARD ALLEYN, a celebrated actor in 
the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James^ 
and founder of the college at Duhvich in Surry, 
wras bofn in London, in the parish -of St. Bo- 
tolph^ Sept. I, 1566, as appears from a memo- 
randum in his own writing. Dr. Fuller says, 
that he wa^bred a stage-player ; and that his fa- 
therwould have given him a liberal education, but 
that he was averse to a serious course of life. 
He Was, however, a youth of excellent capacity 
^f a chearful temper, a tenacious memory, a 
sweet elocution, and in his person of a stately 
port and aspect; and was a man of great benevo- 
lence and piety ; so devout, that when he re- 
efer ved his quarterly accounts, he acknowledged 
it all to be the gift of God, and resolved to dedi- 
cate it to the use of his fellow Creatures. From 
various authorities it appears that be must hUTe 
3 
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feeen on the sti^ some tiiiie tefote 1694; for 
He, was tbeo in high fayoar with the town, and 
^catly appbuded by tlie best judge-*, parttcolar- 
^ ly fey Ben Jonson. ' 

It may se^m surprising, htJW one- of Mr. AI-, 
.'Jeyn's profession should be enabled to erect suoh 
an edifice as Dulwidi college, and liberally en* 
daw it for the miaintenance of so many persons. 
But it must beobserved that he had some pater- 
nal, fortune, which, though sniail, itoight ky a 
fbtiiftdation for bis future affluence ; and, it is to 
be presumed, that the profits he received frbm 
actitig, to one of his ]^roi?ident and maoc^ing 
disposition, and who by his professional' excel- . 
leoce drew after, hini siich crowds •f «pectatofB, 
must have conadcrably improved, his. fbrtune. 
•Besides, he^as notonlj^an actor, but oraaterof 
a playhouse in White-Cnoss*street, built at his 
4)wn ei^pence, by which he is said tohnve^Qiaf- 
sed confiderafeie wet^th/ He was alsa keeper of 
the kirk's wild beasts, or master of the rcfyal 
beargarden, ^wWcb. was frequented tby ^vost 
crowds of spectators; and the. proBts arisii^ 
from tb^e sports, are^aid to have amodnted t^ 
five hunilred poii^xU per a»aom. He wasthciqc 
married ; oiKbtho portions of his; two first HkiVcs, 
IV ht) left him noissoe to inherit, might pirobably 
contribute to this benefaction. ■ ? . 

]>oim£ions snch'as M-r. Alleya^s, baffe been frc- 
i]uently thoyght i<i proceed more from Vanity 
and Qstematioo tfaat> real piety ^ hut Mr* Alkvn's 
bas been ascribed to a very singular cause ; for 
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.(H^ ittf Mr* Aubrey mcolicn^ a tsncliAdtt^' ^ tkat 
Mil .Mitytk plibying a d^mtHk with irx odlera^ ki 
one of Shakespear's plays^ waiy io ihe tlidsl ^f 
tfte pM:e>. etsfpriatd by mi apparitoAr^f the d^vil ; 
Whicb 09 woHt^tm bis faacjf, (Ikii he pnMe S^ 
wBWi whkh 1^ ferfoTttsei by bitilditt^ IIMwteh 
ooiie^/'- Me begair the ibtmdatiofl^ this «t^- 
')e$e>i ondur th^ dinnstidn- of the latsmiB ititgo 
Jra^sy to- 1^1^; an^ on the b«iticUngs>' ga^dtoi^ 
aie« fiqfshffdin l€i7> be i^ laid to hove «3tf«ad- 

' AtmrithfecoIle^'Waslpiitlt^ he met i^ith sdaie 
MXi^ultey '\wQbuip'\n0 9 dban^r for . neitlmg his 
. hiMb'iiimOvtiirfahr ; fo^ be .prdpc»ed to cfndovr it 
^vffih dOQh fcr aanyxDy for the Dsatotenteidett^f 
. one anBterv one: warden^ anii^ fourieyovfs> ^rke 
oF^otn 4re^e to^be oforgyme^^ and the feur^ 
«: •kitfal ofgi^iiiBti alB0 M?& f dor meq, aifd as 
m^unry wbcB^^ besides twdve po6r fodj8> td be 
€dfitat<id M the age of foorU^n <»r sixtMii^ aild 
tfaren pat 4ot to'Boilie trade or calling«r The 0b- 
^iHietioil be met wiib> aroaefjrcm. the lovdobaa- 
^eUof Booon^ wbo:^iabed' Kiog Jamet t6 Mttie 
'iparit]^ tfeoW lanrdsf for tbe siippor^ oi^'two dcad^- 
mitwi lectures;, and be wrotij a letjtcjp to tbeniar- 
f^dtM" cf, Bbokingbaal^ dated Ai^st li^ I#18, 
intreating him to use hfsint^resii with bid alajes- 
tjfer (hbt ;(^ui^p»^< Mt. ARej^'s soboclsltion 
<ymB however at last compiled wftby aifd be ob- 
tained tbd TOytA licence^ giving hiiH . M\ pinrer 
tb lay the fotindatiott of bifc intewdad li«spiit4il 
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»i Dblwich, called*' Tiie College of God's Gift. 
The rules prea^eribed for this foundation nre, that 
all future benefactions are excluded ; and visitorsK 
are to be the churchwardens of St. Botdphy 
Bishopsgate ; St. Giles's, Crip|)lcgate ; and St. > 
Siiviour's, Southwark ; who, upon any diiFerence. 
arising between them^ are to r^fer the decision ", 
of It to the archbishop of Canterbury. He was 
himself the first master of bis college, so that to * 
uoe the words of Mr. Haywood, one of hrs con— 
temporarie*, *' He was «o mingled with humi- 
lity and charity, that he became his own pen- 
sioner, humbly submitting himself to. thrtt pra^ 
portion of diet and clothes, which he ha<l be- 
stowed on oibers." There ts no reason to think 
lie ever repented of this distribution of hia sub» 
stance, but on the contrary, that he was entirely 
satisfied, as appears from the following memori- 
al in his own writing found among his papers: 
*' May <26, IfriO, my wife and! acknowledged 
the fine at the common pleas bar, of all our lands 
to the college : blessed be Grod that he has given 
us hfe to do it." His wife died in^the jsear i623, 
and about two years afterwards he inar^d Con- 
stance Kinchtoe, who survived iitm> and receiv- 
ed remarkable proof* of im affe'etion,. if we may 
judge of it by his will, in which he left her con^ 
stderable property. He died Nov. 25, 1626, in. 
the 6lst year of his age>. and was buried in the 
~ chapel of his new collegcv 

In this college, by the statutes, the warden, 
suc^feeds the master, and takes upon iiim tlie. 
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oflRce intmedlhtely on the nla^^'s deaths 'pne* 
fburtder directed thftt the iriaster ami wxrd^tv 
shB^l both be of the nmnw of AHen, ok Alley il, 
and everj^.pwison-of that n^me is eligibt^ to' bc- 
con^e s candidate. Celibacy h a shte qua won. 
TheriectiOnrisrn the surviving feHoMrs> who choose 
two person^. Tvi'O rdls of paper are theni p«t 
itita a bbx^ amt each ^atididate takes oiley dnd 
tke pei^of) who itktm th* paper npoii which the 
word* ^ God's Gift" are written, is the watden 
elected. The k*c matteri WiHiam Allen^ &q. 
enjojred his situation trp wards of fifty two years. 
The re*venues of this college Inre large and in- 
creasing. Themaster's apartnl^ts in the college 
a^r ettremely grand; at his taking possession 
of the plate^ he is oUtged to purcfbase the famitnre, 
which is 'as elegant ftscan be imagined; and 
being lord of the dranor, he lives.iw all the 
stafte of a mitred abbot. . Notwiihstanding th^ 
singular severity of the mles> by which both he 
and the warden arc to remain namltrried^ yet 
there is akrajis a sufficiettt nombiir of ciiadidaces . 
for ^ office^ amoh^ those of .tbcj ndnie of Alteyn. 
The librait^'ia welt famkh^ with dasskai ahd^ 
modem lNKricd> aild behind the* coUe^ is k good 
garden^ wheie ihevc^ axe pleasant w»tk» todt^uiil 
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J£DEDIAH BiJiitON. 

A MOST eXiUaordinar^ ipstaDce of native geoiua 
was affordcjlby thisman^ who was bom in 1705 at 
Elmeton in Derbyshire. Hia father was a school- 
master^ and yet from sohqp strange neglect or u^ 
fatuation^ Jedediah was taaght neither to write 
nor read. So grept, however, were his natural 
talents for calculation, that he was remarkable 
for his knowledge of the relative proportk)os of 
numbers, their powers and progressive denomi* 
nations. To these objects he applied all the 
power^i of his mind, and his attention was so t^rsh' 
stantiy rivetted upon thetn, that he was of^n to^ 
tally abstracted from external ol^ects, an4 when 
h^ did take notice of themy it was only with re- 
spect to their numbers. If any space of time 
happened to be mentioned before him, h^ would 
presently inform the company that it contained 
so mapy m^n^tesj and if any difttaiice/ he woald 
assign the niuabec of bair^breadthft in it cv€^ 
though no question were asked him« 

Being rei^uired t^ muteiply 4^ by 878^ he 
gave the product by mental arithmetic, as soon 
as a person in compsthy bad completed it inr 
the commoa way* B^ing re<|uested to work it 
audibly that bisi method might be known, he 
first muItipUjed 456 by. 5,, whicl» produced 22SO; 
tbii& be ^aii^ multiplied by 20^ and found tbe 
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product 45,6(30, whidi w«s the multiplicand mal- 
tiplied by 100. This product he again multi- 
plied by 3, which gave 136^800, th^ product of 
the multiplicand by 300. It retivained therefole 
to multiply this \yf ISy which he effected by 
multiplying ^280, or the product of the multi- 
plicand multiplied by 5 by 15, as 5 times 15 is 
75. This prodnct being 34,^00, be added to 
13(5,800 which gave 171,0001, being the amount 
of 375 times 456. To complete his operation* 
therefore, he multiplied 456 by 3 which pro- 
duced 1368, arid this being added to 171,000 
yielcted 17^,368, as the product of 456^ multi-^ 
pHed by 378. . 

From these particulars it appeal"^ that Jede^ 
diah*^ method of calcul.ition was entirely his 
own, and thai he was so little acquainted with the 
common rules of aritlimetic as'to muHiply first 
by 5, and the product by 0,0, to find the amount' 
when muHlpKed by 100, which tlie addition t>f 
two cyphers to the multiplicand would have given 
atonce^ ' ' 

A person who had heard of these astonishing 
efforts of meihory, once radeting with him acci- 
dentally, proposed the folJowing questibn, in or^ 
dfer to try his calculating powers. If a field be 
425 yaVds long and 383 broad, What is the areia? 
After the figures w^ere read to him distinctly, he 
gave the true product, 162,009 yards, in the 
space of two minutes ; for the proposer observed* 
by his watchliow long each operation took him. 
The seme person asked, how matiy' acres the 
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Hud field measUredy and in eleven onmUes h^ re* 
plied S8 acr^Sft 1 *o6di 55 perbhes^ ^ yards ohd 
a quarter. He wte then askeA how iham toN 
ley-cora» weald reach eight witet. In a miaute 
and a half he answeted I>5ie^640. Tke nest 
quesUfon was: Sap^orfng the dtstance between 
Lendoo and York ^ be 904 miles how maby 
times will aoofteh-wheel tntn rtnmd let tbAt ^p^ixx, 
ailawiBg the CH-ctnnferelice of that wherf to be 
six yai^da? la thirteenl isftnute^ be an^wtft*^ 
59,840 tiHHJS, 

On ancnber occ^asioh apeirsoil proposed to hitti 
this qaestiod : In a b^dj^ tke three mdes of 
tvhich are aS>14^;7B9 y«rd»^ ^,d4e,7M f^6n, 
,m& 54^^6 yard% hwtf many eabio i^ightb^ of Mi 
inch ? In about five hours Jededffth had A6i^ii- 
Ht^}y tolVdd tkk idtridale ptdUeitt, thotigh iiV the 
laidst of bii^ess ^d snrroiunded by nidtif f bdh 
a haddred labor^rsi 

Thdngh these itnt^oos tvhhsii jIM ^dUuth^^ll- 

ticalSed are sufficient pro«ifs of Jtfdedrr^s dtt^Hg^i 

of mind, f^i forttid fttrtb^ swisfdctlort df the 

curitouBi %\m follott'ing fftctd ttf^ sfabjoifi^d* tJti^ 

afeked ho\^ kr»g after ilie fififig of on6 of tlte 

olihnons:art: R^tfotdv the t^pdft might be h^litd ' 

lit Hdughton Park^ the Amahte b^ing fiv« miki^ 

tod supposing the 90«ttd t6 ittovo at tb^ rate df 

1 Ua feet in one second ? In n t^orartef of att lK)ar 

* hf • re^li^d-=t*iri «3 seconds, 7 thirds <iad that 46 

rtiilaindd. He wad then asked: Adniit that 

3584 brodoli-ptauts ar^ set iii rows> foctr feet 

a#V$nd<5|-, and the p)aWs7 ft^ aj>^n i» i^ te^l^tj- 
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gtjlar plot of gromid> how iiiojh tertd Wilt i4ve^ 
plants ocoapy? In neurfy haW'UH how he sQidP: 
2 acres, 1 rood^ 8 per6hes ar»t*« half. * ; i- 

' This extraordtoary inaft waiiM m*ide over k 
piece of land, or a iield/and tell the coiit^t^ of 
it as adcorately ns'W lie bad tneasrured it by'tbb 
chain* In thb tnatiner h« bad u^easured the 
whole lordship of Elincton^ consisting of som^e 
thousands of ac^es, belonging to Sir John 
Khodes^ Kni brought him the contents not ou}y 
in acres, roods, and perches, but even in square 
incties. Ai^cr this tu? reduced them for his own 
amustjknent into square hatr*breadth«> cdmpuling 
about 48 to imch lido of- an indb which produced 
auch an atUoDishtRg^ttuinber at appeared almon 
inoompreheniibhN* / i ^ 

Hent i» figU'rea, the only objects of Jedediuh% 
ouHotity were tbe icing 4ud roj^ai family. So 
strong was his desire to see them^tbat in the be* 
ginning of the itMrilig of 1?M> he walked up tO' 
London for that purpose^ but returned disop- 
ppintedp as his majesty had removed to Kensing- 
ton just as be mrived in town* He was, how- 
m^^x introdwced to the Hoyal Society, whom ho 
calleJd th^ Fpik af the Skty cowt. The^entlo- 
men present a&ked him seveial questions in arith- 
nfctic to try his abilities and dismissed hin» wkh 
II bondsome present. - 

During hu& residence in the metropolis* be wns 

. taken to $ee the tragedy of iCiog llicbard the 

Third .perfbri^ied at Drjjry Lane. It was ex* 

pelted that the aovt*ltj' of every thing in that 
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place, togeiTier with the splendor of the,sDrr4Hrad- 
ing objecxs would l^ve. filled him with astoaidi* 
m6m; or that his passions would hf^ve beea 
roused in some dcgifee by tlie 6otion lof the per- 
formers, even though he might not, fully com- 
prehend the dialogAie.. This certainly was a ra* 
tional idea ;, hut his thoughts were, far^ otherwise 
employed. During the dances^ hi^ attention 
was engaged in reckoning %he npaiber of steps ; 
after a fine piece of mi^ic he declared that tiie 
innuroerablesounds produced by tlie instruments^ 
perplexed him beyond measure, but he counted 
the words uttered by Mr* Ganick, in the whole 
course of the entertainment, and declared that 
in this part of the business he had perfectly suc- 
ceeded. 

Heir to no fiwtnne and educated to no particu- 
lar profession, Jedediah Buxton supported him- 
self by the labor of Ws hands. . His tdents, had 
they been properly cultivated might have quali- 
fied him for acting a distinguished piirt on tl>e 
theatre of life; he nevertheless pursued the 
•' noiseless tenor of bis way," content if he could 
satisfy tlie wants of natare, and procure a daily 
susteoaiice for himself and family. 
' "When he was asked to calculate a question, he 
would sit down, takeoff his old brown bat, and 
resting upon his. ssick, which was. generally a 
very crooked one> in that ^ttkude he would fall 
to- work* Hci commonly wore on his heaid a 
lineq or woollen cfip>^ to* bad a handkerchief 
carelessly thrown round his^necjc. 
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[rthe enjoyments of this singular naan ^^^c 
r/ihey seem at least to hatfe been faHy eqoj- 
ent to his destrts. Tb<High the powers of his 
n4 i^sed hS«i far above his humble trouipa— 
ms> Vi^ho earned their bread in Hke manner by 
s sweat of their fcrow, yet aoibitious though t3 
?er inierropted his rej>ose, n<Dr did he, on bis 
urn from London, regret the loss of any of the 
^sures he bad left behind him. 
Buxton was married and had several children. 
b likd in the year 1 775> aged seirenty years. 



ANTHONY MAGLUTJECWI, 

LEARNED FlorenVihe, and 'librarian to die 
and dufke of Tuscany, u^as boin in Florcqce, 
?tober d^e 39? \(klS. His parents \^Dere of so 
V a^d mean s^ vank, that they \sere very satis^ 
d Vfiien they had p4:oci>red i^im a ser\'ice with 
(uan wlio spid herbs and fruit. He bad never 
ivDodtb read, and yeiiie was perfietisaliy ^or- 
s^over ikc leaves of old books, thAt were used 

waste paper in his master's shop. A booksel-. 
' wkd lived in «he oeighbourbood, and who had 
ten oiaaerved this, a&d knew tfaeitK>y cauld not 
Eid> a^ed htm one day, ^ Whod he pe£^ by 
uiiBg so mudft 4m pciated papers P He. said. 
That he did noc know how it was, .but^tfaAt he. 
red it .of all thirtgs ; thai h^ was very unosiay iu. 
e business he was in^ dnd should be tha b«^q)ii*. 
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est pre^nre k> the worid, if he couM Iivci trith 
hint, who Kad always so many books about him.'^ 
The bookseller wa» aseonished, and yet pleased . 
with hfe aaswer ; and at last toM him, that hd 
i$hoqld not be disinclined to take him inta hi^ 
shop, if his master Would be willing to part with 
him. Yonng Magliabechi thanked him with 
tears of joy ; and his happiness was highjy in- 
creased' when his mastet^ on the booksel]ei"^s de- 
sire, gaTc him leaVe to go where he pleased. 
He went therefore directly to his new and much 
desired baisiness ; and had not been long in it, 
before^ conld find out any book that was asked 
for, as readiiy as the bookseller could hioiself. 
Some time after this he learned to read, and, 
no sooner had he made this acqliisition, than he 
employed every iSisure moment in reading. He 
seems never to have applied himself to any par- 
ticular study. A passion for reading was his ruU 
ing passion ; and a prodigious memory his great 
talient. He read every boolc almost indiscrimi- 
tiatefy as they happened to come into his hands : 
he went through them with surprising quickness, 
and yet retained not only the sense of what he 
read, but oftien all tlie words, and the very man- 
ner of spelling them, if there wa« any thing pe- 
culiar of that kind in any author. 

His extraordinary application and talents soon 
recommen»^ied him to Ermitii, and Marmi, libra- 
rians of the grand duke of Tuscany. He was by 
then) introduced into the conversation of the 
learned, and made known at court, and began 
VOL. ^.— NO. 14. M 
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to be looked upon every where as a procligy, par- 
'ticularly for his vast quid unbounded^ memory. 
It i^ said, that a trial was made of the force 
of his memory, which, if true, is very amazing. 
^ A gentleman at Florence^ who had written a 
piece which was "to be printed, lent the manu- 
script to Magliabechi ; and, some time after it 
' had been returned with thanks, came to him 
again with a melancholy face, and told him of 
some invented accrdent, by which, he said, he. 
had lost his manuscript. The author seemed 
almost inconsolable for the loss of his work, and. 
intreated Magliabechi, whose character for re^. 
membering what he read was already very great, 
to try to recollect as much as he possibly could, 
and write it down for him, against his next visit. 
' Magliabechi assured him he would, and, on set- 
ting about it, wrote down the whole manuscript, 
without missing a word, or even varying any 
where from the spelling. 

By treasuring up every thing he read in so 
strange a manner, or at least the subject, and all 
the principal parts of all the books he ran bver^ 
his head became at last, as one of hid acquaint- 
ance expressed it, " An universal index both of 
titles and matter." He was so famous for the 
Vast extent of his reading, and his amazing re- 
tention of what he had read, that it began to grow 
common among the learned to consult him, 
when they were writing on any subject. He 
^would tell them not only who had treated of 
their subject designedly, but of such ako as had 

5 
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tonched upon it only accidentally, in writing on 
other subjects, both which he did with the great- 
est exactness, naming th^ author, the boolc, the 
words, and often the very number of the page in 
which their observations were inserted. Hedidthi» 
so often, so readily, and so exactly, that at last he 
Was looked uponalmost as an oracle, for the ready 
and full answers that he gave to all question9> 
that were proj^osed to him, in any facility or 
science whatever. 

It was his great eminence this wny, and hh 
vast knowledge of books, that induced the grand 
Duke, Cosmo the Third, to confer on him the 
^poidtnfient of librarian : and what a happiness^ 
it must have been to Magliabechi, who delight- 
ed in nothing so mudi as in reading, to have thcf 
supreme command and use^of such a eoUectioa 
of books a» that in the Great Duke's palace, may 
be easily conceived. He was also very conver- 
sant with the books of the Lorenzo library ; and 
bad %h^. keeping of those of LeopoUo and Frau-. 
cesco Maria, the two cardinals of Tuscany ; and 
yet even all this did npt satisfy bis extensive ap* 
petite. , 

To read such vast, numbers sta he did, he lat- 
terly made use of a method as extraordinary a* 
any thing hitherto mentioned of him. When a 
book first came into his hands, be woukl look the 
title-page all over, then dip here and there in the 
preface, and advertisements, if there were any,, 
and cast his eyes on etichof the divisions, the 
different sections, or chapters, and then he would 
M 2 
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be able for ever to kronr what tliat book c<^-- 
tamed ; for be remeiaabered '9s speedily as be ^pon* 
iei ved rapidJy. It was after be bad taken to tbis 
way of reading, that a )>riest wha bad composed 
apaoegyric on one of bis favourite saints^ brougbt 
it to Magliabecbi^ as a present. He read it ovec 
the v^r}' way above metuioned^ and then tbaaked 
hi^ very kindly for bis excellent ireatise. The 
autlwr, in some pain^ asked i^Bi,^^ Whether 
that was all he intended to read of bis book ?*' 
Magliabechi ooQHy answered, tf Ye$, for I kijow 
\ery well every thing that is in it." 

MugUabecbi had also a local anemory of the 
)>laces wbeie every boak stood, and deems to 
Uave .c«»rriod this &rtiier ^husl onfy 19 lekiiion to 
the oolkction lof hooks witii wJueib be wasperso* 
s^ly acquainted. Oae day the Gomd Duke 
s^ffet for bioLr, j^er he w«ts hi^ lidt^rarian^ to ask 
hitn, wbetber lie x^eiild get him a book that wu 
particularly fioaroe. *' No,4wr,'* answered Magli* 
abecbi, " It k impossible, for there is but one in 
dfie world; that is in tl^ Grand Signior's library 
at Constantinople, and is tiie seventh book on the 
second shelf on the right hand as you go in.** 
Tliougb Magliabeebi must bi^re itved so sedien- 
tary a life, with such an intense and almost per* 
petutd application to books, yet be attained to a 
good old age. He died in his eighty-first year, 
on July 14, 1714. 

. Py bis will he left a very fine library, of bis 
own <;ollection^ for the use of the .pufolic^^ with a 
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fimd to maiQlaia it ; and whatever should cemaiti: 
to- the poor. He was not an ecclesiastic, but. 
chose never to marry; and was quite negligent,! 
or rather quite slovenly in his dress. His appear- 
ance was such, as must have been far from en- 
gaging the affection of a lady, had he addressed 
himself to any; and his face in particular, as ap- 
pears by the several representations of him, whe- 
ther in his busts, jnedals, pictures, or p^rints,^ 
woald raiher have prejudiced his suit then ad- 
vanced it. He received his friends, and those 
who came to consult him on any points of litera- 
ture^ in a civil and obliging manner, though irv 
general he had almost the air of a savage, and, 
evea affected it, together with a cynical or con- 
temptuous smile, which scarcely rendered;his look, 
the more agreeable. 

In his manner of living, he affected the cha- 
racter of Diogenes; three hard eggs, and a,^ 
draught or two of vvatei", were his usual repast. 
When any visitors went to see hijliy they usually; 
£Dund him lolling in a sort of fixed wooden cradle,, 
in the middle of his study, witli. a^multitude of 
books, some thrown in heaps, and others scat- 
tered^ about the' floor, all round him ; and this> 
his cradle, or. bed, was attached to the nearest 
piles of books, by a number of cobwebs* At 
their entrance,, he commonly used to call out to- 
them not to hurt his spiders^ An old cloaks 
served hhn for a gown in the day,, and for bed-^. 
Rothes at night: he bad on« strawcbair fi>r-hia^ 
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taWe, and another for his bed, in irW*^ be eoiip- 
tinued fixed among his books till he w«uj brer* 
powered hy sle€^. 



GEORGE MANLY. 

This wretched culprit, if wemay jiidge froTn 
the concluding scene of his life was a man of no 
Ordinary powers of mind and no commonv way 
of thinking. He was executed for the crime of 
murder at Wicklow, in Ireland, in 1738, On this 
occasion he behaved in a strange but un<}auntecl 
Qianner, and just before the sentence of the law 
was carried into execution, be made the follow- 
ing rertaarkable speech :— 

" My friends, you ussemble to see — What P-^— A 
^ ton take a leap into the abyss of death. - Look, 
and you shall see me go with as much courage as^ 
Curtius when he leapt into the gvlph to save bis 
fjountry from destruction. What then will you 
iee of me ? — You say that no man without virtue 
Ncan be courageous. You will say, I have killed 
liman. — Marlborough killed his the Qjsands, and 
Alexander his millions. Marlborough and Alex-, 
ander, and many others who havQ done the likG> 
are famous in history for great men> but I killed 
one soKtifcry man — ay, that's the case— one soli- 
tary man 5 I'm a little murderer, and must be 
hanged. Marlborough and Alexander plundered 
countries— they were great men. I ran in dehx 
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iritlr the aJe-wife— 1 oiitst be haagdd ! Now, my 
friends, I b«7e drawa a paralkl between two of 
the greatest men that ever lived and myself 7 but 
these were nae^ of former days. Now Tli speak 
a word of some of tbe present days. How many 
men were lost in Italy and upon the Rhine, dtuing 
the last war, for setting a king in Poland ! B«t 
. both sides could not be in the right : tbey are 
great men ; but 1 killed a solitary man, Fm a little 
fellow. The King of Spain takes our ships, plun- 
ders our merchants, kills and tortures our men ; 
but what of all that I what he does Is good ; he's 
agreatu\an; he is cloathed in purple; his in-' 
strnments of murder are bright and shining, mine 
was but a rusty gnn ; and so much for compa-^ 
irtson. Now I would iain know, what authonty 
there is in scripture. for a rich nian to plunder^ to 
tortiire, and ravage wiiole coon tries; and what 
law it is that condemns a poor man to death for 
kiUiftg a soUtary man, or for stealing a solitary 
sh^ep t^ feed his £uniiy«. Bat bring tiie matter 
closer toonr own country :: what is the difference 
between running in a poor man's debt, and by 
the power of gold^ or any other privilege,, pre- 
iFentmg him from obtaining hi^ right, and clap« 
ping a pistol to a man'& breast, and taking from 
bim Kis pnrse P yet the one shall thereby obtain a 
eoach, and honours, and titles, &c. the other—* , 
what f — a cart and a tospe. From what I have 
««idf," my brethren, yoit may, perhaps, imagine I 
am hardened; but believe me, I am M\y con- 
vinced of my fcrfUes^ €md ackaowledge tbe just 
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judgment of God has overtaken me. I bave no<f 
hopes but from the merita of my Redeemer, whos 
i hope will have n^ercy on me, a? he knows thttfe 
murder was far from my heart, and what t did? 
was through rage and passion, bein^ provoked 
thereto by the deceased. Take warning, myr 
dear comrades : think ! O think !— What woukk 
I BOW give^ that 1 had lived another life !!' - 



M. OSTERVALDT^ 

MR. Ostervald,aiveU<-]uiown French banker, die(£ 
at Paris in December 17^, literally of want. Tbi9- < 
Bian^ originally of Neufehatel, felt the violence^ 
•f the disease of avarice^, (for surely it is rather a^ 
disease than a passion* of the mind) so strongly^ 
that, within a faw days of his death, no impor-^ 
tunities could mduce him to bay a fe w poundsr- 
of meat for th« purpose of making a little soup. 
^' Tis true,? said he, '' I should not dislike 
the soup, but I have no appetite for the meat ; 
what thea is ta become of that (I' At the time* 
that he refused this nourishment, for fear of 
being obliged to giv^ away two or three pounds 
'of meat, there was tied round his- neek a silken^ 
l)ag, which contained 800 assignatsof lOOOlivres 
each. At his outset in life, he drank a pint of 
beer, which served him for supper, every nigtiti 
at a house muoli frequented, from which he carr 
filed home all the baUle-coiks he could cwie^fi^W 
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Of tliese, in tlie coarse of eight years, be bad 
collected as many as sold for l^ louis-d'or, a^uui 
that laid the foundation of bis fortune, the super- 
structure of which was rapidly, raided by bis un- 
cooxmon success in stock- jobbing. He died 
possessed of three millions of livres, or 125>,OOOL 
sterling. 

Another extraordinary instance of avarice, aod 
of a still more miserable death was exhibited in 
the same <*outttry in the person, of M. Fo^cue. 
This ma^n^ one of the farmers-general of Langue* 
doc, under the former governoient had amassed 
considerable wealth by grinding tbe pcKir wilbio ^ 
bis pr^viace, and 'every other m^am^ however 
knv, base or cruel; by whicb he rendet*ed bim- 
sdf imiversalJy bated. He was one day ordeiefl 
by the Government \o raise a considerable ssm : 
on which, as an excuse for not complying with 
the demand, he pleaded «;xtreme poverty ; but 
fearing lest some of the inhabitants of Languedoc 
should give inforiMtiois to the contnary, and his 
house should be searched, he resolved to hrde 
bis treasure in such a manner, as to escape the 
most rigid examination. He dug a itind of cave 
ia his wine-cellar, vrhich be made so large and 
deep^ that he used to go down with a ladder ; at 
the entrance^tiivas a door with a spring lock on it, 
whicb, on shuttings would &sH:n of itself. Sooa 
afterwards, Mons. Foscue was mjssiog : diligent 
search was made after bim in every place ; the 
, pondft were drawo, and every method which ii«i-« 
man 'ima^ation could suggest^ was taken to &ad 
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him, but in vaiu. In a short time after his house 
was sold, and, the purchaser beginning either tor 
rebuild, or to m?ke some aherations in it, the 
workmen discovered a door in the cellar, with a 
key in the lock, which he ordered to be opened^ 
On going down they found Mons. Foscue lying 
dfead on the ground, with a candlestick near him^ 
but the candle he had eaten ; and on searching ' 
farther they discovered the vast wealth tlwit liC 
had amassed. It is^ supposed,^ that when Mons- 
Poscue went into bis cave, the door, by sgmeac^ 
cident shut after him, and being out of call of any- 
persbn,~he periiihed for want of food. He had 
gnawed the fieib off both hit arms, as is supposed 
for subsistence. Thus did this miser die of 
want, io the midst of his useless heaps of hoarded 
treasure ! 



THOMAS ROBERTS. 

This man, a native of Kirktnoad in Lincoln* 
shire, was a most extraordinary lusus naturar. He 
was perfect to his elbows and knees> but without " 
either arms or legs. Above one of his elbows' 
was a short bony substance, like the joint of a 
thumb, which had some muscular motion, and 
was of considerable use to him. 

Nature, however, compensated foi* his want of 
limbs, by giving him a strong understanding, and 
bodily health and spirits. When Sir George 
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Barlow,, the last baronet of that^ancient family^ 
^nented of Edtnond Turnor, Esq. the toauor and 
lordship of Kirkmond^ he kept a pack of harc^ 
hounds. Tom was for manj years emploved as 
^ his huntsman, and used to ride down the hills, 
which are remarkably steep, with singular cou- 
rage and dexterity. Hisi. turn for horses was so 
greal, that, on leaving the service of Sir George 
Barlow, he became n farrier of considerable re- 
putation, and, indulging, in his propensity to li- 
ijiior, seldom came home sober from the neigh- 
boring markets. He, however, required no other 
assistance from the parish, till hebecame infirm, 
than a habitation, and the keeping of a horse and 
cow. 

What is perhaps more remarkable, he married 
three wives! By the first, who was an elderly 
woman, he had no children; but by the second 
he left two sons, who at his death were in good 
situations as farmers' servants^ and buried hini 
ip a decent manner. He died May l6, 1797> 
aged 83. 

l^OBERT FORSTER, 

SURNAMED the Flying Barber, of Cambridge, 
was many years hair-dresser to Clare-hall. H« 
was eccentric in his manners, but respected as an 
honest man. The gentlemen of the University, 
bought him a silver bason by subscription ; and 
it was no small honour for a stranger to say, that 
he had been shaved out of Forster's bason. The 
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cderky with wbicbhe ahiost '^ ai^nitiikted^ both 
space and time/' to attend bis ma3tei^> whiel^ 
procured bim his titk^ as well as the dispatch he 
nade with theit beards wbeD he get at theiB> 
were very extraordinary; and, in fact, in his 
walk, or rather rttn> bis feet mored somet^rhat 
kke-the 8fx>kes of a chariot Vbeel. With the 
utmost glee did thiapoor fellow follbw a gentle- 
man Id the rootns of bisiViend the present Bishop 
of Cloyne, to shew him the many eomical letters 
that had been sent, but post paid, from London 
and elsewhere, addressed to Robert Fly Forster, 
Esq. and replete with ftin and drollery, in verse 
And prose. But more particularly he brought hiih 
his famous silver Mambrjno's helmet, decorated 
in its centre with the barber's arms, which were 
said to be the dfevice of the late ingenious George 
Stevens, Esq. On showing this great curiosity, 
he said, *^ They tell me, sir, that f am to have a 
razor set in gold to shave his majesty when he. 
comes t» Cambridge; such fun do the gentlenien 
make of me, sir." His meagre figure, his apo- 

attitude, are 
I carricature 
e j^ars ago. 
lents, which 
iPorster pas- 
* one repre-, 
ets, and the 
ie first stroke 
t Cambridge 
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THOUGtH Che republicans of America manifest 
the utmost coatemjpt for every other CQuntry 
wJtien placed m die scal^ with tbeir boatted land 
of freedom, yet it i& well luwwi^ that Ste? erjr> 
dad in ait her tiQcrors^ there brandishes her in^ 
human acoucge au^ P^Ua^s tbispreuM^ coun*- 
try of liberty and equality wi$h the mest b^rha^ 
rous atrocities. Among the unfortunate bemg^ 
whose lot subjected them to her dominion^ but 
who experienced comparatively a small portiou 
of her rigor, was thevenerabje female known by 
the name of Alice. 

She waa a native of America, being born in 
Philadelphia, of parents who came from B^rb^^ 
does, and lived in that city until she was ten 
yeai's old> when her master removed her tp 
Dunk's Ferry, ift which neighbourhood she cott- 
tinued to the end of her days. She reoa^raber^ 
the ground on which Philadelphia standa, M4>ea 
it was a wilderness, and when the Indians (itis 
chief inhabitants) hunted wild game in the woods, 
while the panther, the wolf, and thje beasts of the 
forest, were prowling: about tlie wigwama and 
cabins, in which they lived. 

Bemg a sensible, intdligeut woman, and ha^ 

ing a good memory> which she retained tor th^e 

last, she would often makt^ judicious remarks on 

the population and improvements of the city and 
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country ; hence her conversatiop became peca- 
liaily interesting, especially to the immediate 
descendants of the first settlers, of whqse ances- 
tors she often related acceptable anecdotes. She 
remembered ^V'illiam Penn, the proprietor of 
Pennsj*l\^nia, Thomas Story, James Logan, and 
several' other distinguished characters of that 
day.' During a short visit whi'eh she piald to 
Philadelphia, in 1801,' many respectable persons 
called ta s^ her, who ivere all pleased with her 
innocent cheerfulheiss, and that dignified deport- 
irtent, for which, though a slave and uninstruet^ 
cd, she was eVer remarkable. * " 

In observing the ifacrease of the city, she point- 
ed out the house next to the episcopal church, 
to the southward in Second-street,^ as the first 
brick building that u^as erected in it; and it is 
more than probable she was right, for it bears 
evident marks of antiquity. ' The first church, 
she said, was a small ftaiHethat stood whei'e the 
present building stands, the ceiling of w^hich she 
could reach with her hands from the floor. She 
was a worthy member of the episcopal society, 
and attended their public worship' as long as she 
lived. Indeed, she was so zealous to. perform 
this duty, in proper season, that she has often 
been met on horseback, in full gallop, to church, 
at the age of 95 years. The veneration she had 
for the bible induced her to lament that she was 
not able to read it; but the deficiency was in 
part supplied by the kindness of many of her 
iriends> who, at her request, would read it to 
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her/ when she would listen with great attention, 
and often make pertinent remarks. 

She was temperate in -her liviHg, and so care- 
ful to keep to the 'truth , that her veracity was^ 
never questioned ; her honesty also wad unim^ 
peached, 'lor suth was heif • tottstfer'^ confiylence 
in it, that rtie wa* trusted at all limes to receive 
the ferriage money for op^rar^g of frtrty years. 

This extraordinary wbmaH retained her hear- 
mg to the end -of her life,^ but her sight began to* 
&il gradtfa% inthe ninety-sixth" year* of her age#' 
At OTie' hun^rlsd she be6iame blin(!l, so that ^he 
could oot see the son -at noon day. But' her last- 
master kindly exctused \^t from her usuil febotir ; 
being habituated - from^ fifer chtWhood to eon-^ 
stant employment, she •eo^ld -not be idle, foil'' 
she afterwards devoted^ her* time to fishiiig, at 
which she wag very .exp«-t> -and even at this late 
period, wbenber^i^ had' sd' entirely left her; 
^e would frequently row • hersielf out in Id the^ 
middle of the stream, from whi^h «h^ Seldom re- 
turned without a handsome'supplyof fifrti for her 
master's table* About ^the one bundled and se- 
cond year of her age, her right gradually return- 
ed, and imj^oved so fa^, *liat she could per- 
ceive cAjects moving before her, -though ^hci 
could not distinguish persons. Before ^he ' died, 
her hair became perfectly ^hite, and the test of 
her teeth dropt sound from her heaid at the age 
of 1 16 years. At this age she died, in 1802, at 
Bristol, in Pennsylvania. - * - • 
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This yeatlewu^ wiKi l^oro to an inil^iideat 
(o^tmt^ tmt c^miDlM^u^ life fit a lime that hse^ 
iKfti ii»ci4^bl^ of ^4giDg &( the worlds or of 
biiii«elf> h€» was l«d bj a skigk passioD> fov he was 
not actualed by any other. He devoted hunaelf 
entirely to the blind goddess, and worshipped her 
ipceiaaQtly under the fotm^ of two br&ty ballsw 
He wa9 remarkably tbi% not Vety taU^ thovigh 
abow the Qiiddie* 9126: hkfac^ wa» a perfect 
iiaciHMiab with re«pect to^every powible ideaex-^ 
cept bUUardg. So ii^ttiatcd wa^ he in pursuing 
this game, Ibafc to MUun the summit of ejicel- 
lepce he sacrifi^d to it 4stj/»^ ni^tif weeks> 
mooth0jaady«ar»k At length he anrWed at snob 
a degree of perfection, te wdl in 4ie theoretical^ 
as the praclicat part of thegmne^ Aat no playev 
in Eurofie could tqut$3k him, emefxt one, who 
was the celebrated Abraham Carteiv who kept 
the tables at the comer of the PiaciM, Aussel* 
street, Covent Garden. Mr. Andrews was the 
most devoted adept at this ga^e thai ever natdre 
prodoeed: he seeaned but to vegietate in a hiU 
]iard*rooto> and indeed he did little more in any 
other place. He was a perfect btUiard val^etudi-^ 
narinn, in the most rigid ^gniSeation of the eir* 
jiression. He ate^ drank, slept, walked, nay^ 
talked buV to promote the system of the balls. 
His regimte waa tea, and toast and butter, for 
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^ Weakfast^ for dinner^ and for supper* It might 
reasonably be imagined^ that so regular a profes- 
^sor. would obtain all the advantages^ that could 
result from the science. He won considerable 
sums, but knew not the value of money ; and 
when playing for only five or ten pounds, he 
took no pains, but s^med perfectly indifferent 
about winning or losing. There was a latent 
finesse in this, but; it did not operate to his ad- 
vantage : be was laying jby for bets, but as they 
were seldom offered, the strength of his play be- 
ing very well kpown, he often lost by repeated 
^rnall 43ums very considarable ones. It is gene* 
rally believed, however, that he has played for 
more money at billiards thaa any other person 
ever did. The following is a remarkable circum- 
stance : he one night won of a Colonel .W e 

upwards of lOOOl. and the cploqel appointed to 
meet him ^the next day, to go with him into the 
city, to transfer stock to hipi to the amount of 
t^sum lost. Being in a hackney-coach, they 
" tl^Bsed up who should pay for it — Andrews lost; 
, and upon this small beginning he was excited 
to continue, till he lost the whole sum he vvon the 
night before at billiards. *. When tlie coachman 
stopped to set down,' he was ordered to get up 
again, .and drive them ba(ik, as they had 
no occasion to get put. By these pursuits he 
lost very large sums which he had wou^ at bil- 
liards; and in a few years, hazard, and other 
games of chance, stripped him of every shilling 
he could command. He had still left a small an- 
' N 3 
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nuity , which he epdeavooped to dispose of, but 
^t was so securely settled upon himself that he 
could not sell it; otherwise it is probable that it 
Would sooh have been transferred at the gaming- 
table. He was Jiving within these few years in a 
retired manner in Kent> where he declared to an 
intimate, old acquaintance, that he never knew 
eontentment while he was rolling in money; but 
mce he was obliged to live upon a scanty {rit« 
taiice, he thought himself one of the happiest 
sen in the universe. 



JOSEPH STRONG. 

iHEpiidpensity of persons who have had the 
misfortune to be denied the blessing of sight to 
cultivate the science of music, is notoHous to 
every person of the least observation. With i\ni 
propensity is not seldom combined an extraordi* 
nary genius for ihechanics, but few have posses* 
sed both in a greater degree than Mr. Jeseph 
Strong. 

He was a native of Carlisle and was blind from 
Ills birth. Notwithstanding this disadvantage, 
he displayed even in his infancy astonishing skill 
in mechanics. He attached himself early to dte 
study of music, and was a good perfoimer on the 
organ. The following circumstance ftfibrds a 
striking instance of his ingenuity and perseve- 
jaace^ by m^ans of which be contrived to pro^ 
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tJtice evciy thing he thou^t worth possessing : 
At the age of fifteen he one afternoon concealed 
himself in the cathedral of Carlisle, during tbife 
time of divine service. ' When the eongregati<m 
h&d retired and the doors were shut, he proceed*^ 
ed to the organ-*loft, and examined evterj part 
of the instrument. He w«» thus occupied tiH 
about midnight, when^ having satisfied himself 
respecting the general constrnctioD^ he began t^ 
try the tone of the differeat stops, and the pron 
portion they bore to ^ach other. This expert* 
ment could not however be coQcluded in so tt*> 
lent iA meaner as the business wlucb bad bt&nre 
engaged ht& attention. The neighbouriMKMl was 
alarmed ; various were the coi^eetuves as to the 
cause of the nocturnal music, si length some 
persons mustered courage sufficient to go and see 
what was the matter^and Jos^h was found pkying 
the organ^. Next day he was smt fev by the d^sao^ 
who after reprimanding him fof the metiiod be 
bad taken to gratify his curiosity, gave, him per- 
mission to phy v^enever he pleased. 

He now set about iliaking himseflf a chamber- 
organ, which he completed without any assis-* 
tanee whatever. This instrument he sold to a 
m€rch«nt, andit is now in the possession of a gen- 
tleman of DdbKn, who preserves H as a curio- 
sity. Soon afterwards he made another, on whr<ih 
fte used to play both f<» amusement and devo- 
tion. 

At the age of twenty he could make himself 
almo^ every article of wearing ttpparel ; and all 
5 
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his household furniture with few eiceptiona, w^ 
of his own naanufticture. Besides these he con* 
structed various pieces of machjnery, and among 
the rest a model «f a looip, with a figure repre- 
senting a man working, in it. The first pair of 
shoes he made,. was for the purpose of waifeiog 
from Carlisle to London^ to yisit Mr, Stanley, 
the celebrated Wind organist pf tiie Templ^ 
Church. This visit he actually paid, and wa» 
liighly gratified with the jiwnt. 

Though he indulged his fancy b -the manner 
described above, yet these amusements did not 
pxeveot him from following with great assiduity 
the business of a diaper wtsaver, at which he was. 
accounted a^ood workman. 

Till withih a; few months of his decuh, he wa> 
II constant attendant at the cathedral; but not 
b^g able to accompany the choir in chaunting 
^ tbe psalms, he. composed several hymns which 
corresponded with the music, and which he sub- 
stituted, as an Qot of private devotion during the 
performance of that part of the public service. 
It is not known whetter any person was ever at- 
t^tive enough tp copy these pious effusions, 
which were ceri^ainly respectable from the motive 
hy whi^h they were dictated, and for the 9b- 
t^ning of whfch he afforded ample ofiportunity 
as they generally nmde.a part of his musical per<- 
jbrmance before strangers, and indeed that part 
in which he seemed to take the greatest pleasure. 

Mr; Strong v^ married at the age of twenty 
five, and had several children. He died at Caj^ 
lisle in March 1798 in his 66th. year. 
— _ ' ' ■ .. - "'" 
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JOHN ZEPHANIAH HOLtVELL ESQ. 

\rH£ nam^ of this gendeiWR is priocipaSy ren-^ - 
dered reomrhaMe by the s^ii9^ of distr^sa^ aliQOsI 
uDparalkledijt in wbieb he was itivolv^d^ and o£ 
which he gave to Uie world a horribly faithful 
picture* 

Mr. Holwell went from England to the East- 
ladies in the oi?iJ service of the company^ aird 
Id 175^ wa4 aext in authority^ at Fort WiUiami 
ia Caktttta^ to the governor Mr. Brake. The 
nabob of Bengal> Su^ri^ah Powk^ was then en-* 
gaged in a War with the East-India company^ and 
the conduct of governor ]>ake, who hadamoBg 
olber things uiyuttly impw>De«l Omycfauodii 
1^ considerable Gkntoo meccfaaiit df ik^ countxy^ 
drew his resentttient upon th« English factory at 
ClJcutta. He matcb^ against it in peraooy and 
kukd siege to the I6?t. Prake>. the cause of this 
zmaf(M(^une> no sooner beheld it approach, Ihaa 
he deserted bis station, leaving the gentlemen 
of the factory, and the garrison, to shift for tbem«f 
selves. 

On the departure of the governor, Mr. Hol^ 
well took the command upon himself* and resolve 
ed to defend the place as long as he was able. 
TWs voluntary opposition incensed the nabob 
againsthim, andconceiving that he would not from 
disintierestied motives have; undertaken a work of 
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supererogation attended .with such fatigue and 
danger, he concluded that there were very gi-eat 
toeasures^ IB the fort^ 'in- which Mr. Holwell was 
deeply concerned as a proprietor. He therefore 
pushed the siege with great vigor, and on the 20th^ 
of June \i5&y taade himself mastet 'of the place. 
Of the events thisrc foHdwed a most interestihg 
account is given by Mr. ttolwelUnthe subjomed'. 
ktter to his friend Mr. Davi^. 

; i 

'* BfiFdlifi I conduct you into the Black Hole, 
I inu€t ttCqnaiftt you tbkt the ' Suba, naaled 
Surajah Dowla, viceroy of Bengal Babar, an4 
Orixa, and hk troops were possessed of the fott 
before %\t iti tbe evening, with whom I had ia 
all three interviews; the last in iurbari or coon« 
cil^ before seven, wben he repeated his assttran- 
ces to me, on the word of a soldkr, that no harm 
should come to us; and indeed, I believe he 
only ordered, that we should, for that night, be 
secured, and that what followed was the resuk 
of the tevei\ge of the lower jemmaatdars, or ser-^ 
jeaoM, to whose custody we i^ere delivered, fo? 
the tttimber of their order killed diiring the siege* 
However this be, as soon as it was dark, we were 
leitl, without distinction, directed by our guard to 
^fit down quietly under the arched veranda or. 
piazza, to the west of the Black Hole prison^ 
and just over against the windows of the govert- 
nor's easterly apartments. 

'' The factory was at this time in flames ; to 
the right of us the armory and laboratory, and to 
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tte left the c;arp€nt^r's jard ; tbdtigh we^now iiria*- ^ 
gined it was the <;otfco, or the company's, cI6th^ 
warehouses. Various were our conjectuxes oa 
tW^ appearance, but it was the gener^il opinion 
that they intendf^d.tp suffocate us between two 
fires; which was confirmed about half, an hour 
after seven; when some officers and people with 
lighted tojches in their hands went into all the 
apartments to the right of us, as was then imagi* 
ned, to put their scheme in execution. W* 
hereupon, presently resolved to rush upon tb* 
guard, seize their scymetars, and attack the 
troops upon fbe parade, ratber than be taniefy 
roasted to death ; but it was, upon enquiry, dist 
covered that they were oo?ly searching for a.^^ce 
to cx)rtfine us 19, the last they expanne^ being 
the barracks pf the iQWft.of ^ard ibeliind us. 

Here I cannot pmijt doittg hoqor to the inemoi- 
ry of a, man tp whom I had- ^ nxiahy instanceis 
been a friend ; this was Leech, the company^ 
smith, as well as, clejrk of the p^tisb ; ^ho, having 
made his escape; w.he/i ^ the'. Moors eWtered the - 
ibrt, returned, as soon as jt. wasi d^rk,/ tH infbrnk 
me that be h^d provided' al boat, and .would en- 
sure my escape, , if I would follow, him throng 
a secret passage; thipugh which M had then en*- 
tered. Having thanked him in the' l^est terms 
I was able, Itoldhim I could not prevail on my- 
self to take such a step, as I should^ ttereby very 
ill repay the "attacbnaenf the gentlemen and the 
garrison had shewn to me; but I pressed him to 
iose no time in securing his own escape; to 
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^faich fee galUatly rdplieiij that he fFds tbea 4e« 
termkied to c(fa»re my fbte and M^tild n<yt lefti^ 
owe. . ; ' 

*' We #efe iTo sooner all within the barracks, 
<iia)ti the g^drd advlineiiig to tlte parapet waH> 
with their «Misket« presente*^, ordered us to en- 
ter the room at thfe aonthemmost ehd of the bar- 
raoks, oommimly^oftlled the Black hole; wliile 
others, irom the cowyl of guard, pressed upon 
ihdse next thecn, with, cbhs and drawti scyme- 
iaass in theif bands. Thi# stroke w«tsi so scrdden, 
nnd the throtn^and prcxsscrre irpefn »s next the 
«tbor of this prison ^o igreat, that> a» one agita- 
•tod wave impels ' another/ wewe^ obliged to 
-give way and go into the* room ; the rest followed 
likie a torfcnt, few of us, exeept the soldiers hav- 
ing aivy idea of the dimensions of a place we 
4uid «rv6r seen ; for if we had, we shonld rather 
ihare Tosbed on tile gaard^ and chosen, as the 
JesB evil„ to-be cat to pieces. 

^ Amoi^ the first that entered were iwyself, 
Messrs. Itoiilte^ J«nk», Cook, T. Odtes, 'Ensign 
£eott^ Bevafy^ Law, Bwchanan, &c. 1 got pos- 
•onsioQ ef the window nearest the door^ and 
Jlcmeors Coles, and Scotf into Ae window with 
^mtr^baybthag katdl wounded (the ftrst 1 believe 
m0itaUy«> The ivet^f the abo^e memioned gen- 
;Weie dose ^voqnd about J»e« ' k wns now -aboat 
ieight'o'xl«ek» 

• '' It is inrpossible fully t© desetiue the situa- 
4io«tof a bwwlred and forty^x wretches, exhaust^ 
iwl .1^ G^Qtional fetigue and action^ cmmnxed 
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togedierm atoubc of : eigb«c«at feetj iorr an close 
sultry uigfaty iv'Bragal^ shuAupbto tbeie^Ml«Mdl 
aocL soQtkward (fche-odgrqiiwrtefs/ffmnrwlMiiGe 
air coald raH:bi'm> by xkad> walls, .anchbyFa^fiwil' 
aacl dean ^toitbetnordi,. .op0ir)only torthe weiUraatf r 
by two'wiRdovwjiStnmgljriitered iiiittiiij|otty,iioflKr- 
whiote we eenid receive «caroe^y> tfae> ieaf^ ; dar , 
cidaiioiiK>fjfnesh air. 

^' Wb^anistrvendttft^ .appeaaeditarTiM'iDDliiirriy^ 
aadid^8iUul(ColDuiB> .theiMt^il oMIdiiJi «yi^ i 
rouad'isaidaa>«>AbeisiiiaandisttaattontofibetraoitiP. 
Maay AinsucceisfDbalteiisptBiiMreiinaderti) forces 
the door; forihavbtgiDmh7ii^biiVfOdsrhaQd«<«t<K 
worlevritiif^ aad the door lopndag biirard|r.aUieiin« 
deavours were vaki and^fnritlesifc;. 

^^ r iobsenred'everyonei giving nway tos ithe^ vi(^ 
len^e ofi ' theiii • ' prntoaa^ , wheiiaf6re, i < ealmaltdK 
in (the nisoiOipalbetic terms^i thafi^asntteyrbadr 
rettdilyobeyed me. ia thoday, diey wouldfnDw«forr. 
the sake of tbeM9ek'€6jcand)tbeinfrie«d«, jregsrdrf 
uil^ ' advice; • I assured . them/ ; that tho (return of 
day would^^etUft.airaud liberty, taadithati thd^; 
only cbmice wti( bad > of>, sarvttving - tha>iiiglU'. 
was aqutet reaignattonito-ounifate^. earnestly tbot- 
seeobing thtsaxy as much asi :po6Sfble to vrosiraia t 
tb^4)as6i&n, the ^ivuigailooQe ^touvhickwoald; 
odyhasteli^beirdesltruciionw. Thi^pemodstranee 
produced a fihort mterral>olvtpeaoe>wbiQhtaflbfd* 
edtnieia> fewi ; minutes liW.veAeqt ion ( though iit 
wasiUot'aliitleiAterruptedibycthe crteis aod gioans 
of tbeiUAnyi^o^iaded* and espeeuiJly of/.my two - 
coi^ipuDioaitinitbe windoMv 
' VOL. 2. NO. 15. o 
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^* Among the guards posted «l the windows, 
I obseri^ted an old Jeinikiautdaar near ntie, who 
^seemed to carry some compassion for us in his 
countenance. I called him to me, and pressed 
him to endeavour to get us separated, half, in one 
place and half in another, and that he should in 
the morning receive a thousand rupees for this 
act of tenderness. He withdrew ; hut in a few 
minutes returned, and told me it was impossihie. 
I thejn thought I had been deficient in my offer, : 
and promised him two thousand ; he withdrew a 
second time, but returned soon, and (with, . I 
brflevfe, much real pity and concern) told me, 
thfi|t.ic could not be done but by tbe suba's order, 
and that no one dared i^wake him. 

■^ We had been but a few minutes confined be- 
foir^ every one fell into a perspiration so profuse, 
y<iu can form no idea of it. This brought on, a 
raging ihirst, which increased in proportion as 
thb body was drained of its moisture. 

^^ Various expedietits were thought of to give 
more room and air* ,To obtain the former, it was 
moved to put off their clothes ; this was approved . 
as a happy motion, and in a few minutes, I be« - 
lieve every man was stripped (myself, Mr. Court, 
and the two young gentlemen by the excepted.) . 
Foralittletimethey flattered themselves with ha- 
ving gained a mighty advantage; every hat was 
put in iliotibn > to produce a circulation of air, 
and Mr. Baillie proposed that every roan should 
sit dowi^'on his hams. This expedient was seve* . . • 
ral times put in practice^ and at each. time many 
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.<jFthe poor crektures^ who^eikatur^ strenglb was 
\ less than that of others^ or who bad. been, more 
> exhausted and could not immediately recover 
their legs, as others didtwhen.tbe word was givai 
to rise, fell to rise no more ; for they were in- 
stantly trod to death, or suffocated. When the 

• whole body sat down> they w6re so closely wedg- 
ed together that they were obliged to use many 
efforts, b^ore they cookLput themselves 'm mo- 

• ttoa to get up again. 

. .¥ Before nine o'clock every man's thirsjt grewr 

intolerable^ and respiration difficult. Efforts 

were made again to force the dopr, but in vaifi- 

Many insults were nsfsd to tbe guard to provoke 

.them to,fire*in upon us; whic^h I aft^erwards 

rleari»ed^ : were carried. m^ch higher^ 'when I was 

i DQ longer, sensible of ,what was.transacted. For 

. my oi^n pair};^ I bitjierto telt little p^ip qv uneasl- 

• n^M,; but ^^hat resulted fcom my aujuety for the 
^ sufferings, of those, withii?. 3y. keeping my face 
;be(W4^en ^wo of tbe bars I obtained air enough 

. u^ give my lung^ easy play, thpugh ray perspira- 
.tion wa^*^xcessive, and thirst comipencing. At 
this period, so stropgan urmous volatile effluvia 
came from the prison^ that I was not able to 
turn my head that way, for more than a fe|«k se- 
conds at a time. 

'^ Evepy one,, excepting tho^e situated in and 
near the windows^ began to grow outrageoup, 
and many delirious ; Water, water^ sbecame the 
general cry. And the old Jemmautdaar before 
mentioned, taking pi^y on us> ordered Uie people 
o 2 . 
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^ndfoaded. Itforeiaur it woiM >piove'the imifi of 
vtkes»aU «liAQ«e: left 4i8>and^ assayed ouftiytiines 
ftorqieidc to ) him jpri^dlel^y to '^rbid 'its i>emg 
^-brotn^ht rbutftherclanuHir ovasi'so iovA, it becaoie 
uaa possible. S!hejirat«rapp«airtici. W«)rds tyaM- 
^ot^faiiits^otj^c^tiie vnitfeMal >iigMtfdn land :ta- 

nuysdf diat»same, by|fiws€rvingia»«q«RLt<iiiper 
of mind, might out-live theinigiit; rbut^Di««v \tbe 
n^t^^ttoi), «phich ga^^etne lhejg?ettt€tttpaai, ^^^ 
*tbat I sawno(fH>tsbiiiiy*of tfiine'iiicajpiM^rto tteil 
HhediMnd'tafe. 

^M >Ul>ti} rbe^wottr'OMiie/I kwStfmytfsMtEmt^- 
*ferefi*miH:h itom'thim, wbi«h initatidycgrtiMr^tt- 
*ce8si ve. AVe*i«d' iHy w^aws* df iJdoyejringJi^ilMo 
'prison, ^lHit'1^ha«siY(dfe^ (briM^^'Mietbim; tt#d 
-throtnyseff «id Mewteuff^Goles uU'Scdtt-(kKH- 
^iths^anatt%the^Altts ttaey •^stfffeiieti from^ri^ir 
^ounds),sttppJfed.«them'fts fts^tts*posiiMe. ^t 
*those Avbo bsrv^ -^^eri^ReeA ^nteiMe^tli}ydt> '^r 
-areiacqu&itited^ih t&ecauMe'iEBtdimfiShte tH^tMs 
^appetite, wHlftee/sttffieiently senrible it tJoulU tc- 
ceiT^ no *more thttn^a^memcntaiy ntflevration ;' the 
-teatise'sdbaisted. Though ^e broti^t ftiJl hats 
'widyn the'bBfs,'th«re^ena«ey'Stich^i<>lent*str(^- 
gles, and frequent contests to get'tft'it/that be-^ 
fore Mt reached tJife^Ups' of . any one, ' tbere *-would 
%e -8carc*ly'a *8mttll tea-^i^up full Idt in them. 
'TFhese'«up|iliesyllke*dprmkli*ig^ater'on*fire, bttly 
-derved to feed nnd Taise* the* flame. 

C*' ^Itw di*tofimypowerto«(>avey'io y0tt «*! 
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idea of wbat I felt when I heard the cries and 
ravings of those in 'the remoter parts of the prison^ 
who oould not entert^iin a probable hope of ob- 
taining a drop, yet could not divest themselves 
of expectation^ however mwv ailing; and calling 
on me by. the tencler considerations of friendship 
and affection^ and who knew they were really 
dear tome! Thipk, if possible, what my heart 
nmst have suffered at seeing and hearing their 
-distress, without haying it in my power to relieve 
them ; for Hie -confusion now became genera} 
and' horrid. Several quitted the other window 
(the only chance .they bad for life) to force thek 
way to the water, and the throng and press upon 
the window was bej'ond bearing ; many forcing 
their passage from the further part of the- room, 
pressed down those in their way who had leds 
strength, and trampled them to death. 

'* From about ni?ie to near deven, I sustained 
this cruel sense and painful situation, stilt supply*- 
ing them wkh water, though my legs were almost 
1t>roken vi^th the weight again&c them. By this 
time I myself wa^ nearly pressed te- death, t^nd 
my two companions, with Mr William Parker, 
^wbq had forced himself into the window,) were 
really so. 
. ** For a long time they preserved a respect and 
regard to me, more than indeed I could well ex- 
.pect> our .eircumstffiaces considered : but now all 
dk^ctfon was lost. . My friend BaiUje, Messrs, 
Jenks, iRevely, Law,.Buch2inan, Simpson, and 
KiVieral /Others, fdr whom I had a real esteem and 
o 3 
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tffibcticniyhadfor»oBye tiieerbeeii dead m^my feet ; 
add vr^rt now^vaa){]i)ed lupdti'by levery ^orporsi 
or common fioMko-^ ^ho^ ttlleilQiipoflWOTeY<^- 
b»sticOIMtitllkcHls, had tfor6«d^dar iivay tto abe 
window^ tMd ^dfast >by the 4MMts av<er ane^ ^M st 
iMt ^I beoaine'SO'pFessed *a^ wedged up, that i 
urn tlepmed<]f >aU mMion, 

•*' D^tcrrmined goW to gire «VG^y ibhig up^, (I 
called !to th«m^ 'and^gged^ as ^e )a^ hi6ta»€e 
of their regard, ^hey wocfM i^enMiiMs ^th^ ps^^^at^ 
upon ^e, and *peiiMt me %o miive oilt of the mn-^ 
Am¥, to die in quiet. *Thpy *gave i;¥ay ; and wifth 
ameh Ai^StetB^y I forced a ptMs^e iaio iftie oefi- 
ttiT4oi the prison^ ^here the thi^ng was less by 
the jmany dead;, i^hea I Miespe amouatiiygte one 
thifid) and the nimibers vvibo flodced to the min*- 
46m ; for %y this time they hiti water ako a* *ft 
other window* v 

^ In the Wack hdle there fe a perform eoiYes- 
f)iondi»g with «bat in the baitack. This platferm 
was raiisA between three and famt feet fWm the 
floor, opeii -luiderBea^h ; m. extew4ed «ke whote 
length of the^east side of *tlie 'pvieon, and wafe 
Abov« ei^ feet wide.N I repaired t^ fhe 'fertbet 
end of it, a«d seated myself between TMr. Dam^ 
bleton, and Captain Stevenson, the former jt»ft 
tiben expiring. I was utiiH Ixippy ia h caliiMvesd of 
»ind ; death I expected as AMvotdable, aiid*0lily 
lamented its slow apforoaeh, lbo«gh the moment 
I qaitJied the window,. i|iy breatbing gfe# ^Uton 
and paii^t^L Here my poor friend Mr« EdwidI 
Ej^ecame staggeiiHig over the dead ^ 9M, ^tfnd 
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i;irith his wdu^l ^coolne^s aYid goodnttture, askctt 
•rme^bot^I did ; imtfell and ej^red befdre 1 hatl 
^metfo makebim a t^)y. 1 laid YnyseJf dowh 
-oa <3om€ of the dead behind me, on the platfoilba ; 
^«nd, recommending tnyself to heaven, Tiad thfe 
^onafoft'ofthinkiiig'my^tfflferirtgs'eDtiW iiave rfo 
(loogdurmioh. 

'^ My tbirst)gretrnowhilstrpporral>)e, a^ *tbe 
•difficulty of breathing tti»dh ittcteased ^ Wd I 
diad-not remarined in ti^ situati^on, I beKeve, tA^ 
nmbuies, when I was-sefz^d 'Viiih -a 'pain ia itty 
breast, and palpitation of heart, both to the 
4tto«t exqaisite degree. ~9^9e roofed and ()blig- 
ed me lo get vDp again ; t)iit >^iH'tb^ pain, tpalpi- 
tati^n, thirsty and difiictilty of 'breath ingincfe^is- 
•ed. I retained my senses Qiotivi^mnding; aMd 
had the grief to see ^ death not 90 fie^ me ais I 
hoped ; ibnttcould noiong^n* "beiar lAit paitis 1 9uf- 
tSuareA mthMt BXtemptmg a relief, v^i^h f ktiHir 
hoA M alene wooU'and <:dttld gi^ we. I in- 
ttftandy detennined to push for the trinddW op- 
posite to tmie ; and by an elfoit of dovble the 
<itarength I had ever b«^re pos^ssed, gained tbe 
^bkd wmk at *t, ^i«h one hand seized a bar, and 
by that means gained ttie second, though I 
think tbeie were <al)ea!!it six or seven ranks bt" 
tween me «ad tiie windop^. 

^'Jbi a few mbmeftts the paifi, palpitatton, and 
«i£oalty of breatinng ceased ; but my thir^ con- 
tmoed int»leitMe.^ I ctAhfA th^d for Wtxtier fbr 
GoUiMake. I bad been concluded dead ; but as 
MOBMlhtty fouAdBneatnotigiilttfa^; they still 
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had the respect and tenderness for me, to cry 
* out. Give him router, give him water ! nor would 
one of them tit the window attempt to touch it 
until I^had drunk. But from the water I had no re- 
lief ; my thirst was rath,er increased by it ; so I de- 
termined to drink no more, but patiently wait the 
event, and kept my mouth moist from time to 
time Jby sucking the perspiration out of m^y shirt 
sleeves, and catching the drops as they fell, like 
heavyrain,frommybeadand face; you can hardly 
jima^ine how unhappy I was if any of them escaped 
my mouth. 

*' I came into the prison without coat orwaiirtJ- 
coat ; the season was too hot to bear the former, 
and the latter tempted the avarice of one of the ' 
guards, wjio robbed me of it when we were un- 
der the veranda. Whilst I was at this second 
window, I was observed by one of my miserable 
companions on the right of me, in the expedient 
of allaying my thirst by sucking my shirt-«leeves. 
He took the hint, and robbed me from time to 
timeof a considerable partof <ay store; though 
after I detected hiiti, I had the address to begin 
on that sleeve first, when I thooght mj' reservoirs 
were sufficiently replenished ; and our mouths 
and noses often met in the <rontest. This plun- 
derer I found afterwards was a wc^thy young 
gentleman in the service, * Mr. Lushington, one 
of the few^ who escaped from death, and who 
has since paid me the compliment of assuring me 
', I ' ■ ' I I I i ■ : r. U^ 

'* Sit Stephea Lu^bingtoo, late oneof-.tl^e Direfeton of tte 
£a8t India Company, who died in January, 1807. 
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i^ht he beK^ved^lie tfwed bis life to the loaily 
• c'amibdiible 'draughts he ' bad from my sleeves. 
^Before I « hit ^^pon this happy expedient, <I had 
ia ati' urtgovemable'fit of thirsty •actcfiDpted drink- 
>iivgt^y«iri«e ; hut it was so intensely bitter, thete 
v^k^ no '^during a second taste, whereas < fro 
>BriMiol:«^Mater c4)uid be mote soft <or pleasant irbaa 
'wba&af06e from perspti«ilion. 

"i By' half an hour past eltven,. tbetmicbfreat- 
'er'mittiber of-fbeiiviAg V€ve tn>an'outitageoas 
Mdelimmi,ia»d the ^bers ijuhe tungoiteraable ; 
> few retaining any citlmness, bit the ranbs next 
,'tiie'^MkrvH. Tbeyall n-ow foufnd, Uiat Jwater, 
'ftutead^of neliering^'siath^r haghtened their ««- 
aMsla^Mts ; iMd ^Jir, »'*mr, was chie igenetal • cry. 
*EiWty 'ttisuk t^at^Mkl (bedevised i against 4be 
iguttrd,^aUithe c^oteriMsiiames «iid abute^that 
•thfe'iMba, -MoniekcAnutid, ^kavM be lioaded with, 
*we:^'ti^AtM to proV($ke: the guard %o fiiie «]ian 
^s^Mfelr^iytoMki tbAt ce>iik], msihiiig :«iiiDult«Ousiy 
*«(]rw^tda the 'windows/ wlih -tu^t hopes oimtitt'- 
iftg;* fbe^ArtMhot. ^h^n a^fieneral pift^tepasdoklad 
to^hf^i^entio^lyadtfen ihe^tfpproa^^tfae'Kflaftits to 
'the right 'dndleft' of Us, andrpikt^aiperiod to ^oor 
uaisery. Bat these fiiillng, they ^oate strengthanfd 
.spirits' w^re quite 69tbau9ted, laid tbietnft^tv^ dosntti 
and expired quii^tly upon their feHows; others 
.^who'had yet-some strength and vigour left,itfade 
la fast effort forthewindo^s, atid several suooceH- 
*ed*by treading *and scfranribling otdr die backhand 
lieads of' those in the first ranks; friwl' got hold bf 
Ihe'batSr from which tlii?i^*M^sno^removitig»theii. 
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Many to the right and left sy^tk with the violent 

pressure, and were soon suffocate'd ; for now a 

stea^ arot^e froin the living and the dead> which 

affected us in all its circumstances, as if we were 

forcibly )ield by our heads over a bowl of stroi^ 

. Tjolatiie spirit of hartshorn, until suffocated; nor 

.could the effluvia of the one be distinguished 

from the other; and frequently, when I was 

forced by the load upon my head aftd shoulders, 

to hold my face down, I was obliged, near as. I 

. was to the window, instantly to mm it (^ain^ to 

escape suffocation; 

. *^ 1 need not, 'my dear friend, ask yout com- 

• miseration, when i tell you^ tiMt in this plight, 
from batf an hour after eleyeii tiU near two in the 
morning, I sustained the weight of 4 heavy mae, 
with his kneei on my back, and the pressure of 
his whole body on my head; a Dutch serjeaat, 
who had taken his seat upon my left shouM^, 
and a Topaz or-^ black christian soldier bearii^g 
on my right : all which, nothitlg<QP^ld bav^ ei^- 

iabled me long to support^ but jhe propfEf,an<^prf^ 
8ur<? equally $ust;aining me all around^ The two 

• latter I frequetitly dislodged, by shifting my 
bold on the bars, and driving my knuckles into 

. their ribs ; but my friend above stuck fast, and, 
' as he held by two bars, was immoveable. 

" When 1 had endured this conflict above an 
- hour, despairing of relief, my spirit, resolution, 
and every sentiment of religion gave way. I, 
found I could not long support this trial, and ab- 
horred the dreadful thought of retiring into the in- 
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neral part of thq prison where 1 had before suffer* . 
ed so much. Some infernal spirit^ taking advan- 
tage of this extremity brought to my remem- 
brance my having a stnall clasp pen-knife in my 
pockety with which I determined instantly to 
open my arteries to piit an end tp my misery. 
I had got it but, ,whei| heaven restored me to 
fresh spirits and resolution, with anabhorrence of 
the act of cowardice I was just going to commit; 
but, the repeated efforts I made to dislodge this 
insufferable incumbrance upon me, at last quite 
exhausted me, and towards two o'clock, finding 
I must quit the window, or sink where I was, I 
resolved on the former, having borne, truly for 
the sake of others, infinitely more for life, than 
the best of it is worth. 

'* In the rank close behind me was an officer 
of one of the ships, whose name was Carey, and 
who behaved with much bravery during the siege, ' 
(his wife, a,fin'e woman though country born, 
would not quit him, but accompanied him into the 
prison^ and was one who survived.) This poor 
wretch had beep long raving for water and air ; 
I told him I was determined to give up life, and 
rejboinYneoded his gaining my station. On my 
qi^itting, ^e made an attempt to get &X my place ; 
but was supplz^nted. ^ 

'f Poor Carey expressed his thankfulness, and: 
said, he would give up life too ; but it was with 
tfia>ti|bWK>!^tlat^ur wi^ forced our vray from the 
wiiddQW, several in the inner riinks appearing to 
me dead standing, unable to fall by the throng 
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atid equ^l pressure around. He laid himself tlown 
to dife : and his death, I believe, was very sudden, 
for he was a ^ort, full, sanguine irian : his 
strength was greats and 1 imagine had he not ' 
retired with me, I should never have been able to 
hav'e forced my way. 

'' rfound a stupor coming oti apace, andlaid^ 
myself down by that gallknt old man, the reve- 
rend Mf . J^rvas Belkmy, who lay dead with^ his 
son the lieutenant,' hand in hand, near the 
southernmost walPof the prison. When I had * 
lain there some little time, I still had" reflee'tion 
enough to suffei* some uneasiness in the thought, 
that I should be trampled upon, when dead, as I' 
myself hiad done to others. With some difficulty 
I raised myself and gained the platform a second ^ 
time, whiere I preseptly lofst all sensation: the 
last trace of sensibility that I have been able to 
recollect after my lying down, was, my sash be- 
ing uneasy about my waist, which I untied and 
threw from me. Of what passed in this interrval 
to the time of my resurrection frtwn this hole of 
honors, I can give you no account; and 'indeed 
the particulars mentioned by someof ^thegentte- 
men who survived were so excessively abifeurdftnd* 
contradictory as to conviiice me • that Teiy few^i 
♦f them retained their senses; or at le^ty lost 
them soon after they came into the open air, 
by the fever they carried outwith'them.^ 

" In my own escape fVotti^ death the ^hmd 'of ' 
heaven was manifestly exerted; Tht' manner of 
it was as follbws: * 
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. ^^When the day broke, and the gentlemeii 
found that no intreaties could prevail to get the 
<|ooropened, it occurred to one of them (I think 
to Mr. Secretary Cooke) to make a search for 
me, in hopes I might have influence enough to 
gain a releiise from this scene of misery. Accord- 
ingly Messrs. Lushington and Walcot undertook 
the search, and by my shirt discovered me under 
the dead upon the platform. They took me fro/n 
thence, and imagining I had some signs of life, 
'brought me towards the window 1 had first pos- 
session of. 

^' But as life was equally dear to every man, 
(and the stench arising from the dead bodies was 
grown so intolerable) no one would give up his 
station in or near the window : so they were 
obliged to carry me back again. But soon after 
Captain Mills, who was in possession of a seat 
in the window, had the humanity ta offer to re- 
sign it. I was again brought by the same gen- 
tlemen and placed in the window. 

*^ At this juncture the suba, who had received 
an account of thehavock death had made among 
us, sent one of his Jemmautdaars tb enquire if 
the Chief survived. They shewed me to him; 
told him I had: some appearance of life remain- 
ing : and believed I might recover if the dooc 
was opened very soon. This answer being re- 
turned to the suba, an order came imnjediately 
for our release, it being then near six in the 
morning. 
'' The fresh air at the window soon brought 
yoL. ^.-^NO. 15. F 
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me to life, ^ and restored me to my sight anfcl 
senses : but I will not attempt to describe what 
my soul suffered, on the review of the dreadful 
destruction around me; and indeed tears, a tribute 
1 shall ever pay to the remembrance of these 
brave and valuable men, restrain my pen. 

'^ The little strength remaining among the 
most robust of the survivors rendered it diflScult 
to remove the dead pifed up against the door; so 
that I believe it was more than twenty minutes 
before we obtained a passage out for one at a 
time. 

'^ I was soon convinced that the particular 
inquiry made after me did not result from any 
dictate of favor, hura^ity, or contrition. When 
1 came out, being in a high putrid fever and un- 
able to stand, I threw myself on the wet grass, 
vrithout the veranda, when a message was brought 
me, signifying that I must immediately attt^nd 
the suba. They were obliged to support me un- 
der each arm, and on the way, one of the jem- 
mautdaars advised me, as a friend, to make a 
full confession where the treasure was buried in 
the fort, or that, in half an hour, I should be 
shot off from the mouth of a cannon, a sentence 
of death, common in Indostan. This intima- 
tion ga^e me no.concern at all, for I should now 
have esteemed death the greatest favour the ty- 
rant could have bestowed upon me. 

'* Being brought into his presence, he soon ob- 
served the wretched plight I was in, and ordered 
a large folio volume, which lay on a heap ofplun- 
der, to be brought for me to sit on. Twice or 
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thrice I endeavored to speak, but my tongue was 
dry and without any motion. He ordered me 
water, and as soon^ as I could speak, I began to 
recount the dismal catastrophe of my miserable 
companions; but, interrupting me, heacquainted 
me that be was well informed of a great treasure 
being buried or secreted in the fort^ that I was 
privy to jt, and must discover it^ if I expected 
favour. 

*' I said all I could to convince him there was 
no truth in the information, or, that if any such 
thing had been done, it was without my know- 
ledge, I reminded him of his repeated assu- 
TAQc^ to me the day ^fore ; but he resymcd 
the subject of the treasure, and all I could urge 
seeming to gain no credit with him, he gave or* 
^ers for my being a prisoner under Mhir Mud- 
4op, generid pf the household troops. 

*^ I was ordered to th<$ camp, to Mhir Mud* 
don's quarters, within the outward ditch, some- 
thing short of Omychund's garden, which i* 
above three miles from the fort '^ and with me 
Messrs. Court, Walcot, and Burdet, The rest 
who survived the fatal night, gained their li- 
berty, except Mrs. Carey who was too young 
and handsome* The dead bodies were promis- 
cuously thrown into the ditch of anuntiaished ra- 
velin, and covered with the earth. 

" My being treated with this severity, I have 
sufficient reason to affirm^ proceeded from the 
tuba's resentment^ for my defending the fort af- 
ter the governor had abandoned it ; bis prepos^s^ 
1^ tQocbing tb^ tr<^asyx^ %mdj, tbiidly^ the '\s^ 
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stigations of Omychund^ in revenge for my not 
releasing him out of pri^^on, as soon as I had the 
comn^and of the fort; a circumstance which, irK 
the heat and hurry of action, never once occurred 
to me, or I had certainly done it, 'be~cause I 
thought his imprisonment unjust. But, that my 
bard treatment may be truly attributed in a 
great measure to his suggestions and insinuations^ 
I am well assured, from the whole of his subse- 
quent conduct ; which was farther evident from 
the three gentlemen selected to be my compa- 
nions, cigainst each of whom he had conceived 
particular resentment. 

" We were conveyed in a hackery (a coach 
drawn by oxen) to the camp, the 21st of June in 
the morning, being so loaded with fetters, and 
stowed all four in a seapoy's tent, about four feet 
loog, three wide, and three high ; so that we 
were half in and half out. All night it rained 
severely; but it was, however, a paradise com- 
pared with our lodging the preceding night. 
Here I became covered from head to foot with 
large, painful boils, the first symptom of my re- 
covery ; for till these appeared my fever did not 
leave me. 

'^ On the morning of the 22d, tliey marched 
ns to town in our fetters under the scorching 
beams of an intensely hot sun, and lodged us at 
the dock-head, in the open small veranda front- 
ing the riv#r, where we had ^ strowg guard over 
us, commanded, by Bundo Sing Hazary, an offi- 
cer under Mhir Muddon; and here the other 
^rentiemen broke out' likewise in bpils* all over 
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ileir bodies— 1^ happy circ«uii«Umcai which, as I 
afterwards kanied, au^ided every ooe who came 
out of the Black Hole. 

'^ Oa our arrival here, wp were soon informed 
tfaat we should be sent to Muxadabad ^ and om 
the Ig4th, in the afCQitioon we were embarked iti^ 
a large boat, which bulged ashore, a little after 
W« set off: however, they pushed on, though 
she made so much water that she could scarcel]^ 
swim. Our bedstead and bedding were a plat« 
form of loose, unequal bamboos, laid on the boti» 
torn timbers': we had scarcely any clothes, imd no-i^ 
thing but a piece of mat, and one or two pieces* 
of old gunny-bag to defend us from the sun^ 
rains and dews. Our only food was rice, and th^ 
Ivater along-side. 

** Though our destresses were very deplorably 
ihe grateful consideration of our being so provi- 
dentially a remnant of the saved, made every 
thing else appear light to us. Our rice and wa^^ 
ter-diet, designed as a grievance, was certainly fk 
' preservation ; for, could we have been indulged 
in flesh and wine, we bad undoubtedly died^ 

^ When we arrived at Hughly Fort, 1 wrotfe at 
short letter to Governor Bisdom, informing him? 
of our miserable plight ; who bad the humanit/. 
to dispatch three several boats after us with fresh 
provisions, liquors, clothes, and money, none of 
which reached us. But ^* whatever is,, is right :*^ 
our rice, and water were more salvitary and pro- 
per for us. 
^ Wheq. we came opposite to Santipoi^^ they 
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found that the boat would not be able to proceed 
for want pf water in the river, and one of the* 
^uard was sent ashore to demand of the zemindar 
of that district, light boats to carry the prisoner! 
of state under their charge to Moxadabad ; but 
the zemindar, giving no credit to die fellow, drdve 
him away. 

^^ This produced a most terrible .commotion;, 
our jemmautdaar ordered his people to arms, in 
order to take the ^zemindar and carry him bound 
a prisoner to Muxadabad. They accordingly land- 
ed, when it 09curred to a mischievous mortal 
among them, that the taking me with them would 
be a proof of their commission, and of the high 
offence of the zemindar. 

" Being immediately lugged ashore, I urged 
the impossibility of mjr walking, covered as my 
legs were with boils, and several of them in the 
ivay of my fetters: anrf intreated, if I must go> 
that they would for the time take off my irons, as 
it was not in my power to escape from them ; bat 
I was constrained to crawl, uhdera scorching sun 
near noon, for more than a mile and a half; my 
legs running in a stream of blood from theJrrita- 
tiou of my irons, and myself ready to drop 
every step with excessive faintness and unspeak- 
able pain^ 

" When we came near the cutcherry of the 
district, the zemindar was ready to receive us ; 
but as soon as they presented me to him as a pri- 
soner of state, estimated and valued to them at 
' four lacks of rupees (50,0001.) he confessed his 
iQistake, and made n^ farther resistance. The ^ 
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jemmautdaar gave orders to have him bound 
and sent to the boat ; but oti his farther submis- 
sion^ matters were accommodated^ and he was re- 
leased. 

'^ I became so very low and weak from this 
cruel travel, that it was some time before they, 
would venture to march me back ; and the stony- 
hearted villains, for their own 8akes,>¥ere,at last, 
obliged to carry me part of the way, and support 
me the rest, covering me from the sun with their 
shields. 

^' We departed immediately in expectation of 

boats following, but they never came ; and the 

next day, I think the last of June, they pressed 

. a small open fishing dingy, and embarked us .on 

it, with two of our guard only ; for in fact any 

more would have sunk her. Here we had a bed 

of bamboos something softer, 1 think, than those 

of the great boat ; but we had so little room, 

that we could not stir without our fetters bruising 

our own or each other's boils, and did not arrive 

at Muxadabad till the 7 th of July in the afternoon. 

However, by the good-nature of Shaik Bodol, 

we now and then latterly got a few plantains, 

onions, parched rice with jaggree (molasses), 

and the bitter green, called curella; all which 

made the rice go down deliciously. 

^' On the 7th of July we came in sight of the 
French factory. I had a letter prepared for Mr. 
liaw, the chief; and prevailed on my friend Bo- 
dul to bring to there. On the receipt of my let- 
ter, Mr. Law, with much politeness and huma- 
nity, came down to the water-side, and remained 
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near ao boar with us ; be gave the sliaik a baii4^ 
8<Hiie pne$eiit for bis civilities, and offered him i^ 
eootiderable reward and security^ if be would 
permit us to land for an hour's refreshment; h%i% 
be replied, ibathi^head would pay for the indul- 
gence. After Mr. Law had given us a supply of 
clothes^ \intn, provisions, liquors, and cash, we 
left his factory with grateful beai*ts. 

*' We could not, as may easily be imagined^ 
long abstain from our stock of provistons: tbougb> 
however temperate we thought ourselves,^ we 
were all more or less disordered by this first in- 
dulgence. A few hours after, I was seized with 
a painful inflammation in my right leg and thigh ;. 
but about Sour in the afternoon we landed atr 
Muxadabad, and were deposited in an open sta- 
ble ; not faa* from tlie suba's palace, in the city, 

** I will freely confess tliat thus led, like afelon^ 
a spectacle to this populous city, my soul cpuld 
trot support itself with a^y degree of patience^ 
The pain too,^ arising from my boils, and the in^ 
Jammation d^my leg, added not a little, I believe 
to the depression of my spirits. 

^^ Here we bad a guard of Moors placed one 
one side of us, and a guard of Gentoos on the 
other, and being destined to remain here until 
the suba returned to the city, the immense crowd 
ef spectators so blocked us up from morning till 
night, that I may truly say, we narrowly escaped 
a second suflbcation, the weather proving exceed* 
ingly sultry. 

*^ The first night after our arri val in the stable^. 
1 w^ attacked by a. fevers and that night and 
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next day, the inflammation of my leg and thigh 
greatly increased ; biU all terminated the second 
night in a regular fit of the gout in my right foot 
and ancle^ the first and last fit of this kind I ever 
had. How my irons agreed with this new visitor, 
I leave you to judge ; for I could not by any in- 
treaty obtain liberty for so much as that poor leg. 
*^ During our residence here we experienced 
•very act of friendship and humanity from 
Messrs. Law and Vemet, the French and Dutch 
chiefs of Cossimbuzar, who left no means unes- 
sayed to procure our release. Our provisions 
were regularly sent us from the Dutch tanksall 
(mint) in Corimabad, and we were daily visited 
by Messrs. Ross and Ekstone, the chief and se- 
cond there ; and indeed received such instancies 
of commiseration and affection from the for- 
mer, as will ever claim my most grateful remem- 
brance. * •« 
' ** The whole body of Armenian merchants too 
were most kind and friendly to us, particularly 
Aga Manuel Satoor ; and we were not a little in- 
~ debted to the obliging behavior of Messrs. Has- 
tings and Chambers, whogave us as much of their 
company as they could. They had obtained 
their liberty by the French and Dutch chiefs 
becoming bail for their appearance, which se- 
curity was often tendered for us, but without ef- 
fect. 

*' The n th of July the suba arrived in the 
city, and with him Bundoo Sing, to whose house 
we were removed that afternoon in a hackery ; 
9Qd here we were confirmed in a report, which 
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had before reached us, that the suba, on his re* 
turn to Hughly made inquiry for iis> with in ten* 
tion to release us; and that he had expressed 
some resentment at Mhir Muddon, for having sa 
hastily sent us up to Muxadabad. 

** Though we were here lodged in an open 
hungulo only, yet we ence more breathed the 
fresh air, and were treated with much kindness 
and respect by Bundoo Sing, who entertained ut 
with hopes of being soon released. 

** The 15th, we were conducted in a hackery 
to the kfeUaor residence of the suba, in order ta 
have an audience,, and were kept above an houf 
in the sun opposite the gate ; but receiving ad- 
vice that we Miottld have no admittance that day^ 
we were remanded to the stable^ where we had 
the mortification of passing another night. 
. *' Towards five, the shaik waked me with notiee 
that the suba would presently pass by to bis pa-^ 
lace of Mooteejeel : we roused, and desired the 
guard would keep the view clear for us. When 
the suba came in sight, we made him the usual 
salaam, and when he came opposite to us he or-^ 
d^red his litter to stop, and directed that we 
should be called to him. We advanced, and \ 
addressed him in a ^hort speech, setting forth our 
sufferings, and petitioned for our liberty. The 
wretched spectacle we exhibited, must, I think> 
have made an impression on the most brutal 
breast; and if bis heart were capable of pity or 
contrition he must have felt it then.' He gave 
me no reply, but ordered two inferior officers 
immediately to see our irons cut off, to conduct 

Digitized by VJjOOQIC 



THOMAS MILBOURNK. SS 

US wherever we chose to go, and to take care we. 
received no molestation or insult. Having re- 
peated this order distinctly, he directed his re- 
tinue to proceed. As soon as our legs were free, 
we took boat and arrived at the tanksall, where 
we were received and entertained with real joy 
and humanity.*' 

It was probably the effects of these dreadful 
•ufTerings endured by Mr. Holwell that obliged 
him to leave the East Indies. He returned soon 
afterwards to £ugland in the Syren sloop, and 
penned the above account during the passage. 

Mr. Holwell was the author of several pieces 
on India aflairs, and died at an advanced age, in 
the year 179S. 

THOMAS MILBOURNE. 

This man, during the early part of his Hfe 
was a farmer's servant, in which honest and la- 
borious vocation he contrived to save 200/. With 
this and a sum which he borrowed he purchased 
a small farm at Cambridge in Cumberl and, and 
thenceforward resided upon his little estate. He 
never married, norhireda^iervant into his hou^, 
but lived alone, and principally cultivated his 
laud with his own hands. 

His great object was to save money; aod, to 
that end, he denied himself not only the conve- 
niences, but what, by most, are considered the 
necessaries of life. His food was of th^ most 
homely kind, and used sparingly: the contents 
of his wardrobe were scarcely suiRcient to clothe 
his shivering lin^bs> or to bide his nakedness; 
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and, being covered with dirt and vermin, were 
consigned to the flames immediately after his 
death. A razor had not been applied to his face 
for'many years, nor a brush nor a broom to his 
house. His bed viras half filled with chaflf and 
straw, and a fleece of wool supplied the place of 
a^pillow. This with a few other miserable arti- 
cles of household furniture, when drawn- from 
the wilderness of streaming cobwet)s, whjch had 
been accumulating for the last twenty years, were 
sold at a public sale for less than ten shillings. 

By a continued observance of the most rigid 
parsimony, Milbourne soon cleared himself of his 
pecuniary incumbrances, and, in the end, had. 
scraped together property in land, moneys and 
cattle, to the amount of near 1000/. Hfis love 
of money did not desert him even on his death- 
bed ; lying in a very languid state, his friends, by 
his desire, where searching for some concealed 
treasure. They drew forth a large bunch of 
promissory notes, on which he exerted his remam- 
ing strength in a loud exclamation of " There, 
you see, now !** But, although Thomas was the 
gre^t banker of th^ neighbouring villages, he 
. had* no idea of usury ; and few of his neigh- 
bours, who deserved any credit, '^asked his assi^s- 
tcincein pecuniary matters in vain ; sometimes even 
hii too great confidence in the honesty of others 
was imposed on by artful knaves. He died at 
Cirabridge, in the parish of Cumwhitton, near 
Carlisle, 1800, aged between 70 and 80. 

5 
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l^ut Yane eovid tell what ills from b«attty spring, 
AndSedlay cars'd the fotni t.hatpleat'd liw King. 

These Imeg of the great English moralist 
would lose none of their truth if applied with the 
alteration of the name, io the interesting Shore, 
whose personal accompHshments^ added to thosd 
of her mind(> raised her to an elevation which 
Ikiust have rendered her subsequent calamitiet 
iM^iil more poignant and severe. 

Jane Shore was the daughter of a citizen of 
Xiondon, vTho, anxious to obtain an eligibk 
establislunentrlbr his daughter^ insisted on hef 
snarryinga rioh jeweller in Lombard Street, fof 
whom she felt neither affection nor esteem. Su<^ 
were tbr charms ^f her jp^soufhat their fam^ 
reached the ears of King Edwird the Fourth, 
who frequently visited the shop of her husband^ 
for the purpose of feastmg his eyes on her beau- 
ty. When she was present, he bought any 
tiinkets that were shewn him, but if he did not 
•Bee her, he disapproved of every article and be- 
spoke others, that he miglit have a pretext for 
repeating his visits. 

These interviews at length produced the effect 
he desired. Jane, though possessing a most 
TOU 2^— NO. 16. iij 
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amiable disposition, had not virtue sufhcieni t# 
resist the persuasions of the King ; and the in- 
difference she feh for her husband led her with 
less reluctance to throw herself into the arms of 
the monarch. 

'' Frailty thy nape is woman !" — exclaims the 
prince of Denmark. When we farther recollect 
the testimony of a, contemporary historian, *^ that 
Edward was the goodliest personage that ever 
his eyes beheld, exceeding tall of stature, fair. of 
complexion, and of the most princely presence/* 
we shall be the less surprised that Jane Shore was 
unable to resist the entreaties of her roval sedu- 
cer. Nor was she the only female of ner time, 
0n whom Edward's manly beauty was calculated 
to m^^e a powerful impression. . Oa this subject 
the followiiig curious anecdote is recorded by- 
Baker, la the fourteenth year 'pf his reign a 
contribution was raised among hisi$ubjects in aid 
4pf ,the expence incurretl by his, wurs iu France* 
A rich widow vyas aniong others called before 
him, and lie m«r^ly asked wha^ she would will- 
ingly give him towaMs his great diarges. " By 
|ny trt)th,^'. replied she, " lor thy lovely counten- 
ance thou shaltevenAave twenty pounds." The 
King* who expected scarcely half that sum, thank- 
ed her and lovingly kissed her ; which so wrought 
on the old widpvv that she immediately protCiJted 
beshould have twenty pounds more, and counted 
put the sum with the greatest pleasure. » . 

Edward lov^d his ^listress with, pnbounded af- 
fection f his purse as well as his heart was entirely 
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at her command, but she made ik) improper use 
of his munifitrenc^; her greatest happiness consis-^ 
ting in feeding the hungry and relieving the 
wants of the distressed. Though the power of 
her charms was irresistible, yet her courtly be- 
haviour, facetious conversation and ready wit^ 
»were far more attractive than her person. It is 
recorded of her that ske could read and write, 
qualifications very tmcommon in that age. She 
employed all her interest with the King in reliev- 
ing the indigent, redressing wrongs and reward- 
ingmerit. With Edward she continued fo share all 
the advantages that royalty can bestow, till hi^ 
death in 1483. The affection she had felt for the 
King, naturally attached her tohis children. iThit 
circumstance probably paved, the way to that 
connection^ which after his decease was farmedl 
between her and the accomplished Lord Hastings. 
The known partiality of both to the young prin- 
ces, rendered them equally erbnoxious to the am- 
bitious protector, Glocester, who' immediately 
took measures for removing such po\ferful obsta- 
cles to the attainment of his ambitious views. He 
accused them at the council-board of witchcraft 
and conspiring against his life, exposing his wi*- 
thered arm and declaring that it had jbeen re- 
duced to such a state by the incantations of 
Shore. Hastings was dragged from the council 
table by the ordfr of Richard, %bo swore he . 
'Would have his head before be dined. The 
council was held in the apartment still called the 
cmmcil-chamher in the Tower, and such was tbe 

Q 2 
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haste of the tyrannic Glbcester to dispatch a map 
whose sole crime was bis fidelity* to his . own 
jaept^ews^ that the anfortuaajte Hastings had only 
time to maie a short conf&sion to a. priest whp 
was accidentally passing, and his head was tar 
ken off on a log which happened to lie on th^ 
Green, before the Chapel. • 

Having lost her proteyctpr, Jane Shore next 
fell a helpless victim to the malice of Richard, 
She was committed by his order, to the .Tower, 
and tried on the ridiculous charges he had ad^ 
Yunced against hf r, Being disappointed, by hef 
excellent defence, of convicting her of witch- 
craft, and confederating with her lover, to de-, 
^troy him, he attacked ,h^ on the weak side of 
fi:aiUy. Thi^ , was undeniable. . He; %eimd heft 
kousQ and fortune, and consigned h^r to the seve^ 
rity of thi^ church., She was carried clothed in i| 
white sheet, with a, taper in her h«^d, to tlie pa- 
lace of the bishpp of London and thence con-/ 
ducted to ihe-cathedi-al and to St. Paul's Cros|,^ 
before whiisjb slie made a confession of her only 
fault.. '^ Bvery otlier virtue,'* says Mr. Pennant,, 
in his Account of London," bloomed in this, 
ill fated fair in the fullest vigor. She could, not 
resist the solicitationp of a yontbful monarch,, 
the handsomest m?in'of his tim^ On his death, 
she was reduced to necessity, scorned by the; 
. world and ca8t/)ff by her busted, with .whom, 
shewas paired in her childish yearsj, and forced; 
tp^iqg beraelf into the arms of Hasting^/' 

The account of ier penance is given bj Hcjr 
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linsbed wHb all tfae simplicity afd trutb Trhkfh 
characterize the more early of our modem histo^ 
r-Jans. '* In her peDance<^ ** says he/ slie went, 
io couuteoance and pace demure, so womanly^ 
Uiat albeit she were out of all array^ save hejr 
kirtle onl}^ yet went she so fair and lovely^ 
B«mely while the wondering of the people cast ^ 
comely red in her cheeks^ (of whicb she before 
had most miss) that her ^eaL shame won her 
iXMich praise among those^ who w^re more amo- 
rous of her body than curious of ber souL And 
ipany good folks who hated her livings and gtaid 
were to see sin corrected, yet pitied they mofe 
her penance^ than rejoiced therein, wheu» Aejt 
considered that the Protector procured it more 
^f a corrupt intent than any virtuous^ affection.", 
Rowe who has worked up a most interesting: 
piece from her history, has^ thrown this part of it 
itito the fdllowing^ poetical dxes^: 

Submissive;,, sad and loyely was her look j. 
A burning taper in her hand she bore. 
And on her slibuMers carelessly confas'^dv 
With loose ne^)ec(>> her lovely tresses hang;. 
Upon her cjieeks a iaintish flush was sprfaad ;. 
Feeble !>he sefm'd and sorely suit witli pain^. 
While, baref6(>f as she trod the flinty p4vementy 
Hvrfootst«p!|ali along were mark'dt with blood.. 
Yet silent sciU ihe pass'd and uarepining y. 
Her streaming ey«s bent ever on the- (iarth,. 
Except when in some bitter pang of sorraw^ 
To heav'n she teem'd in fervent zeal to raise, 
And beg thai metcy maa denied hes here. 

The poet has adopted thj& fable of her beiagt 
ft a 
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denied all sUsteawnce and perishing of hutigeri 
Populujr traditiott haft favaured th^ ide^ that^i^ 
expired in a ditch, end that fiDttt this crifGii^* 
tiarice the strGOt oaBed Shorediteh deriwi it»^ 
appelkuion : hruX the i^laby of thiii opinion has? 
l^een dien^onstrated by resp^ctabkasiti^ci^^es/ • * 

: All tiistoriansoifgFee in asserting^ that this im*' 
fbrtunale female lived to a great a?ge> but in 
gfeit distress a^d miseraWe poverty; deserted' 
eveii by those, fof whora she had, in ptx>6perity>i 
p^^fornied the most essential services. She drag*-* 
ged wretched life even to the tinie of Sir Tlio^i 
mias Morej wlio intmdviees her sto^y int© bis Kfo 
of Edvraid the Fifths '^ Proper she was and fair;'* 
ssays ihe chroni<^er l*ho fees been alr^uiy qnoN 
ed, ** iTothing in her body that yon would hav^ 
changed, but you wooldhave^ wished her some- 
vi^ha^ higgle?. Thus say they that knew her ia 
her youth. Now is sfee old, lean> withered and- 
dried up ; nothing left but rivelledskin and hard 
bone ; and yet, being even such, whoso wdl ad- 
vise her visage, might guess an^d devise, which 
parts how filled wouio make it a ikir fttce.** 

The writers wl)o have noticed the extraordi- 
nary v>cissitudes of \h^ life of Jane Shoie> are 
silent with .respect to the time aed place of jber 
death. It is impossible to peruse the story of the 
royal favourite without lamenting the severity of 
tlie fate she was destined to endwe, yet while we 
sympathize in .bee misfbriunesit must not be for* 
gotten that they were the consequences of indis- 
^mtioi\% which cannot ftiil to callfordj the rep^o- 
b^ioo of every virtuous nund. 

J " ' ' " ' '* ' .L I' ■'■ ■ II ■ ■ ^"H* 
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Matthew Ht)PKiNs. 

TH£ fm|«eaoy of aecoatti^os of witchcraft 
aad executions fof that supposed criitte, daring 
the seven teeni^ century,. may be Uaced baek to 
tkepublicaiion of our weak aad'owiicb^ridden mu-^ 
^Barch James 1. eotided Daem&nologia or a dis-* 
eoone on ^wkcberdt. Fortunately fc#r the pp9« 
sent age^ the belief in the arts of necromancyy 
]iiagtc> and sorcery is now exploded from the; 
eoiightened classes of society; and ccmifinied oaly 
^to indiTidnals the most illiterate and the most cre- 
dulous. Of the mischiefs resulting from sach no^ 
fions^ the soij^ned accoynt of ttie havock com-^ 
mitted by one person, tmly, affords ample evi* 
dencer The reader while he peruses it with aston-' 
ishmentand honoiP, will not fail to discover in it 
a signal example of the retributive justice of Pro-^ 
vidence. / 

Matthew Hopkins resided at Man«ingtTee, in 
Essex, and was witch-finder for the associated 
counties of Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, and Hunt^ 
ingddnshtre. In the years 1644, 1645, and l64tfy 
and accompanied by one «Miti Stern, he broughi 
many to the fatal tree as reputed witches. Hfe 
hanged in one year no less than si*ty reputed 
witches of his own county 6( Essex. l?he old^ 
the ignorant -and the indigent, such as could nei-i 
ther plead their own cause, nor hire an advocate/ 
w^re the miserable yictims of this wretch's ert^ 
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dulity, spleen^ and avarice. He pretended to T)C 
a great critic in special marks, which were onlj 
moles, scorbutic spot^ ojr warts^ that frequently 
grow large and pendulous in old age ; but were 
absurdly supposed to -be teats to stickle imps. 
His ultimate method of proof was by tying toge- 
tbei the thumbs and toes of the suspected persbn, 
about whose waist was fasten^ a cord, the ends 
of which were held on the banks of a river by two 
men, in whose power it was to strain or slacken* 
it. Swimming, upoa this experiment, wjjts deem- 
ed a sufficient proof of guilt; for which King 
James (who is said to have recommended, if he 
did not invent it) assigned a ridiculous reason ; 
tliat ''as some persons bad renounced their bap- 
tism by water, so the water refuses to receive 
^he<n«" Sometimes those who were accused of 
diabolical practices, were tied neck and .heela^ 
and tossed into a pond : ** tf they floated or 
swam they were consequently guilty, and there- 
fore taken out and burnt ; if they were innocent 
they were onlt/ drowned. The experiment of 
swimming was at length tried upon Hopkins 
bimselt^ in his own way, and he. was iipoh \h^ 
event condemned, and, as it see5>s, executed aw 
^ wizzard. . Dr. Zach. Grey says that he had 
seen an account of between three.and four thous- 
and persons, who suffered death for witchcraft In 
the king's dominions, from 1643 to the restora- 
tion of Charles H. In a letter from Serjeant Wid- 
drinlon to Lord Whjtelocke, mention is mad« 
of pother fellow of the same profession as liojifi- 
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kins. . This wretch received twenty shillings a- 
head for ^very witch that he discovered, and 
thereby obtained rewwds amounting to thirty 
pounds. . Dr. Grey supposes, with great reason, 
that Hopkins is the man meant ia the following 
lines *by Butler v — 



" Has not the preient (uurliaBif nl , 

" A ledger to the deril sent i 

** Fully empower^ to treat abotti 

" FtQ<£og reYoked witches oot? 

'* And has not he v^thin a jear^ 

" Hang'd thruscore of them in one shire ? 

" Some only for not being drown'd : 

" And some for sitting above ground 

"Whole days and nighu upon their breeehfs^ - 

" And feeling pain. weft hai^'d for wUchi^r} 

", And some for puttingknavtsh tridu 

" Upon green geese and turkey-chicks^ 

" Or pigs t!iat suddenly deceas*<l 

''Of griefi^ imnat'ra as he g«««fe*d>» 

*' Who »fter pr^d himself a witch 

" An^made a rod for hif own \jfeefii" 

Hudib. .P. n. Cant. 3. ' 



In an, old print of thij execrable character he 
is represented with two witches. One of them 
named Helt is supposed to say: My Impes aie 
1. Ilemauzyr; 2. Pye-wackett; 3. Pecke in the 
. Crown ; 4. Griezell Griediegutt." Four animak 
attend; Jarmara, a black dog; Sacke and Su- 
gar, a hare; Newes, a ferret; Vinegar Tom, a 
bull-headed greyhound. This print ii ia the P^ 
pysian library.' . ' . ^ 
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BERONICIUS. 

The history of thir extraordinary poet, which. 
Involves a considerable degree of mystery, affords 
a singular example of the truth of the observation 
that genius is not always allied to the more useful 
qualities of prudence aod discretion. 

The origin of Beronicius is buried in pro- 
found obscurity, and it is even unknown of what 
country he was a native. In 1672, a small book 
was prin^d at Amsterdam, the fourth edition 
of which appeared in 17 16, in l£mo. 204 pages, 
with five copper-plate engi*avings, entitled, P* 
J' Beronidif Poeta incamparabiHsy qua extant, P. 
Rabus recensitU et Georgarchontomachue notas ad' 
didit. Editio quarta emendathis curata. '^ Bat- 
tle between peasants and magistrates (in 
1672V or the taking of Mi<S9elbnrg; iri heroic 
verse, written immediately from the extempore 
^recitation in Latin, and contained in two books^ 
by an eye-witness, ^meaning likeWis^ ear-wit- 
ness) ; freely translated into Du;tch prose, by P. 
Rabus.'' "^ 

Thew^ole poem consists of 920 lines ; aind ai 
the end are eight odes, and a satire, together with 
514 lines, likewise in Latin; — two congratula- ' 
lory odes on the arrival of the prince of Ofange 
in Vlissingen, I668*; on the death of Jacob 
Michielse, M. B. .1671 ; one congratulatory on 
the election of a Burgomaster ; on the Polyglot 
Bible; an Epithalaeaium on the nuptials of Pra- 
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fes^or John de Raay ; a Complimentary Ode to 
William the III. Prince of Orange and Nassau ; 
and a Satire on a I^hilosopher. 

The following account of the author is taken 
from a small book of Lectures^ in Latin, by Ant« 
Borreroans, printed at Amsterdam in 1676; and 
from a Dutcb preface to the Poen\, by P. Rabus. 

Besides this voluxiie^ no other works of Bero^ 
nicius are to be found ; because this njbst won- 
derful poet^ and the 'most ejctraordinary evei; 
heard of, never wrote his verses, but recited them 
extempore ; and when he was once set a going, 
with such celerity, that a, swift writer could with 
great difficulty keep up with him, and thus a 
great nuujber of bis verses are lost. 

In the year i674, the celebrated Dutch poet, 
Antonides Vander Goes, (who died in 1684), be- 
ing in Zealand, happened lu be in company with 
a young gentleman who spoke v^ry highly in 
praise of the wonderful quickness aud incredible 
memory of his language-master, Beronicius. An- 
tonides, and others who were present, expressed 
a desire to see such an extraordinary genius. 
They had scarcely spoken, when there entered a 
lijttle, black, round, thick fellow, with hardly 
a rag to his back, like a blackguard. But on 
closer examination, something uncommon and 
lolty appeaaed in his carriage^ and the expres- 
, sion in his countenance was serious, and i)Iendfed 
with a majestic peculiarity. His eyes glowed 
ike fiery coals, ^nd his arms and legs werf in a 
perpetual nimble motion Every one eagerly 
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cyed'tim, welcomed him, and asked Kim if it 
were all true, that his popil'had been telling 
them. ^ ^' True ?" said that, singular creaturay 
^ yes ; 'tis all perfectly true/' And when they 
answered tbit they could not so lightly beiie?e 
•uch incredible things, the man grew angry, and 
reviled the whole company, teHing thetii they 
Wefe only a parcel of beasts and asseu. 

He ha4 at that time, as was his daily custom, 
^runk a glass too mucb^ and that was the cause' 
of his bullying them and bragging of his own 
wonderM powers by which he could make all 
maibner of verses extempore. But those to whom 
be told this, looked on him as a nuul man, 
out of whose mouth the wine spoke* Upon 
which he continued to teH them, that he was the 
man who had added eight hundred words'to th^ 
great dictionary of Cafeptm; that he coald im- 
mediately versify correctlyany thing on any sub- 
ject he had only once heard; and lastly, that he 
had inany times, standing or walking,- translated 
the weekly newspapers into Greek or Latin verses. 

Nobody appearing willing to believe him, he 
tan but of the house, cilrsing and swearing' as if 
he had been possessed. The sstme company met 
the next day at the ptincipal tavern in Middle* 
burg; and after dinner, the conversation hap* 
•pened tectum 6n a sea fight whi<A bad lately 
h^een jRaught by the Hollanders and Zealabderg* 
against the English. Among others who Mrerc 
kUled, was a captain de Haze, a Zealand ;na^ 
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hero, and on whom Antonides had composed an 
epitaph, in Dutch verse. 

The point turns on the name, de Haze, signi-^ 
fying the luire, and tjie poet says, the Zealand 
hares*turned to lions. He had a written copy of 
this for one of the' company, when Beroniciug 
entered accompanied by his pupil. He excused 
himself for his extravagances of the day before, 
and begg^ pardon, hoping they would- attribut;e 
his misbehaviour to the liquor, and forgive him. 
He then directly began to talk of his poetical 
powers, and offered to give them a specimen if 
they, chose it. 

As' they now found that, being sober, he re- 
peated what he had bragged of whep drunk, they 
undertook to t^y him so as to get at the truth.— 
A fair opportunity offered, as Antonides had just 
shewn' him his verses, and asked his ophiion of 
Ajem. Beronieius read them twice, praised 
them, and said, '^ What should hinder me from 
turning them into Latin instantly ?' They 
viewed him witl^ wonder, and encouraged him 
by saying, *' well, pray lei us see what you can 
do " In the inean time the man appeared to be 
startled. He trembled from head to foot as if 
possessed by Apollo, However, before he began 
his work, he asked the precise meaning of two or 
three Dutch Wordsj of which he did not clearly 
^understand the force; and requested that he 
' might be allowed to Latinize the Captain's nam© 
of Hare, in some manner so as not to lose the 
pun. They agreed; and he immediately said, 
V^L.^S.-'-NO. 16. H 
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^ I have rffreatly fotrrrd it, I sfiall cali him Da- 
$ypus:'* which signifies an ^i^cbra:! with it)agli 
legs, apd is likewise taken by the Greeks for a 
hare. '^ Now, read a couple of lines at a tim^ 
to me, and I shall give them in Latin." Upon 
which a poel, natned Buizero, began to read to 
him, and Beronicius btir^t out in the foUowing^ 
verses: — 

Egregia Dasyput referent virtute leonera 
Iiv beIJa; adversus- Britoilas super sequora ^ito, 
. ] mptvidus -poiago stctlt, : aggredimite iBoiotsiilii 

Agtnine, quem tandetn glaiis ferrea niisitad -astca, 
« Vindictae cupidum violato jure profundi. 

Advena, qaisquis ades, Zclandae encomia gentis 
tska'pefer, IefK)res'd6Ttita qaodpeii^ ieoiiem 
« AMomantf qootqpuotiKMlEO versantnr in orh». 

Epitafhiuoi Herois Aduand de. Ha2e>ex Belgipo TerAum. 

When our poet had. finished^ he began to^ 
laugh till his sides shuoky jeering and peintin^ 
Bl the .persons iQ co^^^aiiy, who afxpeared sur- 
prised at hi^'b«^vm^ ooAtrany to th^r expecta* 
Uans> acquitted biiuself so well; every body 
highly praised biiB) which elaitid him' sa mQoh> 
that be beg^ to scratch his head« tinee or fo»r 
times; and frKiag, his fiery eyes on the ground^ 
repeaiedwitbouthe«itationy the same epigram in 
Greek verse, calling out,/* There ye have it ittr 
Giieek?' EveKy.one wasaslonishcid, which set' 
him a. laughing aod jeering fox acj^rter. of a»i 

The Greek her^peatedf ^ r^p^^> th4^ lib om- 
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could write* frames mcite^iQU. Jotin F«edericW 
Gyoinict^^.profeasor of tb^ Greek luagp^ge^^fc 
Puisburg, was one of the auditofif, and ^id hp 
thought tbe Gceek version surpaasad tbe I«aUii« 
Beroaicitis was afterwards eyamUied iu vafioua 
wsLys, and always gave sacb proofs of hit wgod^r-^ 
ful learning as amazed all tbe^vdi^oca. 

Beronickis^poke^veral )«Aguag^ so perft^ptljT 

that each* might have passed for bis nioth^ 

tongue; especially Italian^ French^ and Ei^gUsh, 

As to his Latvia the celebrated .Grouovivs w^ 

fearful of convening mth bii9^ in that language, 

But Greek was his hobby- horse; Gieek was tbf 

delight of hi* life, and be spoke it as correctly i 

and as fljuently as f f he sucked it in with his mo-, 

thev's milk. He conversed with the above-named 

professor Gymnicb*. in Greek, and ended with 

these wbrds :**- 1 am quite we^ry of talking «u»y 

longer with yoii ip Greek, /or^ j^Uy, my pupib 

who have bets^ tfiqght ^ tin el^ewupnib by m^ 

jpfiak it much better iban you 'd^.'' This n\as 

«ot veiy f>plire, but be wa^ upt to be «?$uainfd4 

ftfwi he often ^poke his joaind w &a^Jy, that k^ 

^a3 threatened wk^ a tbra^bilig : :9f^ «ue)i occ^ 

JWinfi h^ wa^ 4he iir*t to step :fetw#rd ftud t^ 

^w thai be m:^ not i/t all av^^l^ ii ^ Wtii^ 



He gave ^excelleAt accm^nte ^ifiU doe ancient 
sGxeck fmd Mo»»»n autboo^i Ui^ ^ii>iow ^ 
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whose writings were always correct, complete, 
and delivered with gr^at judgment, and without 
hesitation. He could immediately distinguish 
genuine writings, and- was a perfect master in the 
knowledge of the various styles, measures, and^ 
#dioms. His memory was prodigious. He knew 
by heart the whole of Horace and Virgil^ the 
greatest part of Cicero, and both the Plhtys\ and 
would immediately, if a Kne were mentioned, 
repeat the whole passagfe, and tell the exact work, 
book, chapter, and verse, of all these, and many 
more, especially p6ets. As to Juvenal, his works 
were so interwoven ih his brain, that he perfectly 
t reta]ned every word, nay every letter. 

Of the Grieek poets he had Homer so strongly 
imprinted in his memory, together with some of 
the comedies of Aristopha«i©s, that he. could di- 
xectly turn to niiy Mne required] arid repeat the 
whofe sentence. — ^His Latin \v»s ftilf.of wbtds se- 
lected from Ml the tfiost celebrated writerg. 

The reader will probably be desirous of know- 
ing what countryman out extraordioftry poet, Be- 
»nicius, was; but this is a secret which he never 
-Would discover. When he was asked which was 
iiis country, he always answered> '^ that the coun- , 
- try of ev^ry^rfe was thut in^which heteould best 
live comfortably.'' Some said he had been a 
professor in France, others a Jesuit*, a Monk , but 
this was tilerely conjecture. It was well known 
that he had wandered about many years in 
'France, Englarid, land particularly the Nether- 
lands, carrying, like a second liias, his ^hok 
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property about lyitb liiii». r If» mm w«/5ti|B6^ 
^Jd be deserwi^^tp be a pspfe^Qt pf^ ccj^egf;; l)ft 
replied, tbaf b?, 4h^ flot rf^Jigbt p^Mcbj^,jWgrti}*< 
1^1^. life. ]Hpkwjfbst|inrtir>g >^bi^te» i>9Pl^ W>>1 b^ 
g^^jEl bis Uyipg ^bie^y by W^eqfWg ^^SftPpr 
grindiqg Ifi^ives ftpfl^^^^s^% Jit>^ «4i^ pe?a9C7 
qup?^tM>n^. Put ,bi8 cbie^;;cl^|ligl«#^^ piMrs^V«ig 
the professiori^of JHjg)|ev,wWflpt^ Wf^n 

g^^,iiwmifr^ftyjCQnp^ro »i?fti|!5.^^% fpp4 4\\ sah 

9^Wfj fpr it jff^ ^<jwl tQ t>^irj,;Yi^i|etbftr be y[»f 

VF^^ aj^yp fftisg^^ yyit^ very Jijttjp^ iJi^ j^m^/i 
pfxpJa^^ipngfeQBj rh^p; stud^e^Aveiie pbi^fly f^peff|; 
•in paltry ^^e-be^isefpfiy^ub M»^g)f|fioei|tppifl|Pjpy^ 
where he would sometimes remain a whole week, 
or more, drinking vYit[tftf,tf, j^f^t or intermisftion. 

His miserabje death afforded reason to believe 
that he perisbed'^Uj iry:o|f/cfiijed, for he Wa:» 
found dead at Middleburg, drowned and smo- 
thered JD muja^ \yhiph ^ircuip^taftpe was n^^- 
tiotied ip the ^itaph which the ^f f^re-named 
jpoe^, tBuizero, \srrote upon him, a^ toUows lite- 
rally traaslated :— - . ' * 

"• V' - - '" : . ':):) " . • ..■.'._ , 

Here lies a wondei;ful genius, 
' " Ifeliv'dHind died ifke a beast'; ' 

' 'He WM^ mo^ unc6'ihm6n sMy^ •'! ' * ' 

.; aa^s .1^ >ajl ,|^t 4f,:4c^9^n ]§ub«irt ^erc^i^^. 
iA|9i»/hi^ tt«^l^h^P^^^ther.m^il«>feb^fI^Jt^h 
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poet Antonickis often witnessed his exertion of 
this wonderful talent; and s6 did professor John 
de Raay, who Was living at tlic timfe of Beroni-^- 
cius's death, which was in I676, and bad been^ 
ac<]|ti^ihled with him above twenty years. Tb«re 
Were still living at Hotterdatn, in 1716, two gen- 
tlemen who knew him in Zealand, one of ^ whom 
fi^ had tadght the French language* ^ 

. /He is slightly mentioned in Le Nouveau I>k-^ 
Honaire HistoriquiyXh a few lines f/6m Bon'emat**^^ 
Iktiri l^iok, from which most part of the above 
account is tidcen. He i« not "mentioned by Baylie. 
Moreri has tlightly noticed bitn ; «ind the new 
Biographical Dictionary, ili lA-Vbk 8vo. 179B, 
has likewise half a dbzen lini?s about him. • • 



MARY BAKER. 

... ' • * 

The inTidbitiints of Connecticf^t in New En- 
gland, are tb this day remarkable for their ex- 
terior sHe^ of piety. Here was born and bred 
Mary Baker. - She was the daughter of a repu- 
table mechanic ; she was soberly at^^ according 
to the practice of th^t co^intry, religiously 
brought up. After receiving atachooUn education 
suitable to Jkr rtok ki'life^ she was taken home 
to be instructed in the useful and domestic duties 
• ^f life, 'fehte'^ad giveti feai'ly ptcfofs of a ibascu- 
line^imderttttnding, anfd' uniled i^th! it, wftafl^s 
not generally the cai^, that ^ female gta^HiM 



d by Google 



MARY BAKER. 19 

captivating softtress of natdrc which, it is to be 
feared, too often incapacitate the sex for defend- 
ing thtmselves against the attacfcs of their sedu- 
cers, bat ^* in which tbfe charriis ^of a wondanf 
chiefly consist /* 

With such attractions it'\tfts her fiate, or rather 
misfortune, to form an acquaintance whh tin 
agreeable yo«og mah, the son df one of the prin- 
cipal magistrates of the town, which intimacy 
soon grew to a tehder attachment. They expe- 
rienced the usual drfficnkies of love, , which are 
Cilways encreased by inequality of cobditioni 
The repeated injunetioBs and f ettWiififtrKtices of 
their femiliea, only served to make the young 
couple more diligent in procutting intervi^ewft, and 
to enhance the value pf-Aose pireciousr raomeht* 
when procur^^d. It is uiirtec^siary here to di**6H 
upon scenes passed over in rapture, but remem- 
bered with regret; which, to those best atequaititi- 
ed with tbem> only prove that men are false and 
women credulous. She was thrown off b^ 
guard by hi^ promising to marry her, and i>n an 
incautious linoment undoi^e! — Rgected by h^r 
relations— pe^diously forsaken by her betrayer-^- 
pregnant^*without fame, {tud without a friend-^ 
the pain^ of t)hild«bipth were added< to wretched- 
ness, and loss fef reputation. . Aftcfr recovery, 
those who supported, her became clamorous in 
their demancb, and her personal beauty being 
unimpiaired, she became the mistress of a neigh- 
bouring trader. This dnbappy woman, once the 
dafUng^of heiLfamil3!M*doat€}d im by a loVer^ wim, 
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badvshe been cm^, still would bawe Jbeen kind^^. 
looked up %o aud respected for virtu^^ ^^d good 
&epse by all her iLcquaint^t^ce^ ws^i^plir^ia'.ifrctcb^ 
^ outcast bofxk socie^—- 1)^ rl^'uft^h ^go^ coo- 
tempt of many with less virtue, burmQj:;e,pf ud^c^ 
thaB 4ierseU> an4 f(s4u(Qed Vy ^^trafigj^^ r^t^j^l of 
basqneqessity to ;$u^p^9rtj;^r^lf ft^d a t^^iptess jtn- 
£^t by illicit pr^qti<?^^, .to ,tj^d tb/e p4ipus,,tbf 
flisgi?ptii?g patb of uioe ^jd infamy.. : 
. S;upb PPPduct )^^s Aot to btf pa^s^fl m^ Wfh? 
, «^^ )^^ 'pmj^rfiipppi.i!^ J4ie«r ,JEug^a^d,.At itof 
to»^ tbie.botrbo«$e ^ c#Jvi|^istip4>Mritftrtisip.. . JbT 
fipiWQiwiwei.i^f f^W #n4 itHbier .^^t^i^l ^N W^fiQ^ 

pri^gim^P^ Qo <?j^ ,Qf 4;b^fte cK^i^www, . bieiflg 
J^TPttg^ft WQiJie#|CPWl^<1tf ifJ^IUpei, iP'Wfter tf>«l^ 
fl^iMl8nqe..i9Jg^.Mpip»pun^ed ^j^ipftt^ber, ab^ 
.5ttrpri*?ct fe^r b^^^i^f by ibe /Qjlpwi^gne^gr/^J^ 

.. <' 4Mfi>^ip9»r'Uohitppy wGrtmnjji4^Pbfev^ 4»o 
TflW>n^y tp ;ffle Ja^^jwer? to ple%d >ftyr mis, aod 
f&id ijt.YieiyjdifiifiQH to ^taftole|able liiseKhooil* 
X .tberefefe eball 4iotilto(Mijbl£:yQur.iiQnaiir8 witb 
*a lopg fif^Qeh^/for IibaK£! i)tot;the ^pfqswnption ^ 
^expect.tbat you. \tAU,4eY^kUie froio /tbe\«entenQe 
0f.tb&Mlaw in my i»voiiir. .M tb^t IJiumb^ 
hope k^ itliftt^ your boDpurs womSA 'ifAiinTitably 
mwve tbe .govero^r An >mj jbabiJ^f J:o vwmt,Jbc 
Aim* /It is jnot^ I ^nfiB£k,.}tba .firat Iwpi^ tlmt I 
-Jli^jve been drfigged b^(»ej|biB Qm»:tiQn llie /9W« 
aceoii^; I have paidl fbeavy fin^; J )b»vie b^n 
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that this is agreeaye to the law ; but lince dome 
laws are repe*led from their being unreasonable^ 
and a power remains of somewhat dispensing 
with others from their bearing too hard on th€ 
subject, I take the liberty to say, that the act by 
which I am punished, is both unreasonable, and 
in ihy case particularly severe. 1 have always 
led an inoffensive life in the neighbourhood 
where I was born ; and dety my enemies (if I , 
have any) to say I ever wronged man, woman, or 
child. I cannot conceive my offence to be of so 
iinpardcmable a nature as the law considers it. 
I have brought jseveral fine children into th$ 
-U'orld, at the risk of my life ; I have maintained 
them by my own ipdustry^ without burtheniug 
the township: indeed I should have done it bet^^ 
lev but. for the htavy charges and fines I have 
paid. Can it be a crime in the nature of things', 
to add to the number of his ibajevty's subjects, 
in a new country that really wants peopling? I 
bwn; I should think it a praise-worthy, ruthe^ 
than a punishable action., L have depri^-ed no 
Woman of h^r husband — I have not debauched 
or enticed £Wiy apprentice, nor can anj parent 
accuse me of seducing their son. No one has 
anycause of complaint against me, but the nii*- 
nister and justice, who lose their fees in conse^ 
qoence of my having children out of wedlock!. 
But I appeal to your honors if this be a fault of 
mine. You have often been pleased to say that 
I d(> not want sense ; but 1 must be wretchedly 
&tuptd, indeed^ not to prefer the honourable statt 
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of .maf riage to 4b*t condftioa in which I have 
lived. I aliv^js was fM^d /suilom vi^iiling tp tender 
|t ; Mod I hjelieive.mQst .who kiiow we are qod- 
viDced. iiiat I am npt 4^fii()i^nt ip j^eiduties'^od 
uecGsasay quftlificatipns fqr ^ wife fts ,well as a 
mother^ ^obri^iy, industry, cleanliness, und frur 
g^lity, I never refuje^d ao pflfer pf that poet: on 
Ibe wntrary, I readify poqa^nted \o the pnly pro- 
^ posal of jmarringe that ev^jr wa^ mfide ipe. J ww 
iheo a virgin, and confidiog too i^Qadily *iQ d^ 
aifijcerity pf the person whptm^de H, wphappily 
Jost my omn honor^ by tm^txng, tp :hi^. After 
yielding tp him all that wpman «w givi^, on my 
feeiog;pregiiant^he upgenQiJOusJy &r)§oc>tnfte. Hei^ 
i^^U known to you aD, and siijoe tlmt ;tjme w b^- 
<3^e'.i magistrate. Indeed, I w^s qpt without ^ 
iiQp^ that be would havie thi« day ^appear^d oo 
the ben^eh, to try to moderat^e U)e oopit in my 
Jfovor. I should then hav^ $^Qmed tp mteptioft 
it, for I cannot but complnin of temh i^ mr 
justifls^ge^ thatjsay b^rayejr^iod iwdoer, th^ fir^ 
<cftqs<8,of all i^y fiailing»««d;fai<Ui>«liouW Jb^i^sdr 
fl^aaced to honctf/attd pow«r by<ths^;:g^yQr«#ft^ 
which pMoisitves myimi^fpn*i»f3;?'*vith,,iiaJfeiny m4 
atrip^* jBpt ymi will tell mje »^at I bii^ve k^^& 
x^ffben U)ld, that wece there no jaict;o(f, assembly i^ 
4ihe ease, the prec«p*% of jx?ltgioo amyml&t^ H 
my transgresp,ian. If.min^iihcp \>e a^religiow* 
pffi^Dceljeave it ito.aifeHgipuep^injbhjmeot, . VoP 
iiaive already eg£x5lp^i^;m^iroiu/^he church^J^wa^ 
>rt wijon ! Y0U believe i have offeiMWd )h^'v^*^ 
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y6ti cfnrcr^€( my mriitry by addiibwaj fines utid 
whippings f-^I owrt your hortory will, I hope, for- 
give me* if I speAk a llttte extravagantly— I am 
no divine, but if gentlemett must be makirrg 
laws, it woaW rdther become them to take iittd 
coiisidermloil the great itid growinrg number of 
backeldrs \tt this Country, many of whom from 
the mean fraf of thte expences of a family, rtete< 
smcerely and' honourably eoutted a woman irt 
their lives! By their matmer of iitfng they le^t^ 
uripr/>duced (which is little better than murder) 
hundreds of their posterity^ to a thousand gene- 
rations. Is net this a greater ^Sence against the 
public good* than mine i Compel them by law, 
cither to marry, or to pay double the fine of for- 
nication every year. What must poor young 
women do ? Custom forbids their making over- 
tures to men ; tRei/' cannot, however heaitily they 
may wish it, get married when they please.^ 

Her judges, as well ds. alt present, were strong- 
ly affected by the clrctimstances of her case; she 
was discharged without punishment, and a haiid- 
Bome collection made for her in court. Hie 
public became interested in her behalf, and her 
original sediicer, either from compunction, oi 
ftotn tjie latentseeds^f affection which had been 
suppressed but never eradicated, married her 
shortly after. 

lie angmrientdofour heroine^. it must becdn- 
fessed' were strong amil power&l. Some, bow«) 
tver, which we have tiiotigfat proper to omit, were 
*peciou8) p^xlioalarly wheoisiBe emkavoured tO( 
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prove her failings not contradictory to religion. 
Let it be however a le^ison to parents and sedu- 
cers, who are generally accountable for the er- 
rors of weak women. This unfortunate daugh- 
ter, often testing the soitows of repentance — af- 
ter subjecting herself to difficulty, disgrace, and 
punishment, was at last married to her original 
lover. But it is to be hoped, no woman of com- 
inon sense will be induced by this rare instance 
4)f tardy justice to imitate her misconduct. 



CHARGES DOMERY. 

Among the instances of voracity which' are 
from time to time recorded,' we shall scarcely be 
able to find any that can equal the following. 
The reader might perhaps be inclined to doubt 
the authenticity of these particulars, did they 
not rest on the credit of persons of the highest 
respectability. To remove every shadow of sus- 
picion we shall give them in the form in which 
they originally made their appearance. 
Copy of a Letterfrom Dr. J on vsTos 3 of Somer- 
set Place, Commissioner of Sick and Wounded 
Seamen y to Dr. Blank. 

MY DEARSIR, 

Having in August and September last been 
engaged in a tour of public, duty, for the purpose 
of selecting from among the prisoners of war 
such men as, from their infirmities^ were fit ob- 
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jects for being released without equivalent, I 
heard, upon my arrival at Liverpool, an a^counf 
of one of these prisoners being endowed withp aa 
appetite and digestion so far beyond any thing 
^ that had ever occurred to me, either in my ob- 
servation, readings or by report, that I was desi* 
fOus of ascertaining, the particulars of it by ocular 
proof^ or undeniably testimony. Dr. Cochrane, 
Fellow of the College of physicians at Edinburgh; 
and our Medical Agenl at Liverpool, is fortu- • 
nately ^g^nd^s^an upon whose fidelity and accu* ' 
racy I could perfectly depend ; and I requested 
h^n to.lo^itute an enquiry upon this subject 
during pay >stay at that place. I inclose you an. 
attested copy of the result of this ; and as'it may 
probably appearto you, as it does to me, a docu- 
ment containing facts extremely interesting, both 
in a natural and ne^edical view, I will beg you to 
procure its insei^tion in some respectable periodi- 
cal work. 

^me farther points of enquiry concerning thia 
extjraordipary person having occurred to* me 
si»C/e my arrival in town, I sent them in the form 
of queries to Dr. Cochrane who has obligingly 
returned satisfactory answers. . These I send 
along with the above-mentioned attested state- 
ment, to which I beg you to subjoin such re* 
flections as may occur to you on this subject. 

I am, my dear Sir, i 

Your most obedient humble servant^ 
t J. Johnston. 

To Gilbert Blane, M. JD, F, R. 5. and one of the 
Commisiiouen oflSick and Wounded Seamen* 
VOJL. 2. — NO. 16. II 
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Charles Domery, a native xft Bencbe, on the 
firontitrs of Poland^ aged ^l, was brought to'the 
|H?i9on of Liverpool in February 1799^ having 
been, a soldier in. the French service on board 
tiie Hoche, captured by the equadfon under th^ 
command of Sir J. B. W^ren^ o^ Ireknd. 
.He is one of nine brothers^ wh6^ with their 
father^ have been )^emarkable ^ the voracious^ 
^ites of their appetites. They "were all placed 
^ early in the array ; and the peouliar cravittg for 
food with this young man Hycgan aMhirtee» 
J^earsqf age. - ■ 

tie was allowed two rrttioftS itt the army, and 
by his earnings^ or the indulgent of bis com-' 
rades^ procured an additional ^supply. 
.: When in the camp^ 4f bcead or meat were 
MCfUc^fhe made up the deficiency, by eating four 
or five ponikds of grass daily ; and in one year 
djivQured 174 oc^ts (not their fikins) dead or alive; 
and says, he had several severe conflicts in the 
aist of destroying them, by feehqg the effects of 
tb^ir tor|9ent8/>Q his face and ha^ids : sometimea 
^^ killed them before eating, but when veiy him-, 
gryi did 5ot wait to perform this humane o$ce. 
J>ogs and riit§ equally suffered from his merci-^ 
lessrjaws; and if much pinched by famine^ th& 
^trails of animals indiscriminately became his 
prey* The above facts are attested- by Pioard, a- 
respectable qiian, who was his comrade in the same 
regiment on board.the HocRe^^ndas now present; , 
and who assures me he has often seen him feed 
on those animals* 
6 

» ^ Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CHARLES PO^tflttT. ft 

When the ship on board of which be was hhi 
surrendered^ after an obstinate action, finding 
himself^ as iisiia}> hungry, and itothing else in his 
vdy but a men's leg^ whi^h was shot off, lying 
before him, be attacked it greedily, and was feed- 
ing heartily, when a sailor snatched it from him, 
and threw it overboard* 

Since he came to this prison, he has eat one 
dead cat, and about twenty rats. But what he 
deliglits most in is raw meat, beef, or mutton, of 
trhich, though plentifully supplied by eating the 
Tatioas' of tea mea daily, he complains he has not 
the same quantity, nor rndttlged in eating so 
Jtnuch as he used to do, when in Fiance. The 
French prisoners of war were at this time main- 
tained. at tlie ex{>ence of their own nation, and 
ivere each allowed the following diUIy ration :-^ 
Twenty-six ounces of bread, half a pound of 
greens, t#o ounces of batter, dr six ounces of 
cheese. 

He often devours a bullock's Kver raw, three 
ponnds of candles, and a few pouads of raw beef^ 
in one day, without tasting bread or vegetables, 
trashing it down with water, if his allowance *of 
beer is expended. 

His subsistence at present, independent of his - 
own rations, arises from the generosity of the 
prisoners, who give bim a shate of their ailow- 
tuice. Nor is his stomach' confined to meat ; for 
when in the hospital, where some of the patienfis 
refused to take their medicines, Domery had no 
objection to perform this for them; bis stomach 
s 2 , 
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jaever rgected any thing, as he never vomitsy 
whatever be the contents, or however large. 

Wishing fairly to try how much he actually 
could eat in one day; on the 17th of September 
3799> at four o'clock in the morning he break- 
fasted on foiir pounds^ of raw cow's udder; at 
half past nine, in presence of Dr. Johnston^ 
Commissioner of sick and wounded seamen, ad- 
miral Child and his son, Mr. Forster, agent for 
prisoners, and several respectable gentkmen, he 
exhibited his power as follows:— There was set 
before him five pounds of raw beef, and twelve 
tallow candles of a pound weight, and one bottle 
•of porter; these he finished by half past leno'clock*. 
At one o'clock there was again put before him 
^ve pounds of beef and one pound of candles^ 
with three bottles of porter; at which time he 
was locked up in the roo;n, and sentries placed 
at the windows to prevent his throwing awaj 
any of his previsions. At two o'clock when I 
agiuQ saw him with two friends, he had nearly 
finished the whole of the candles, and a great 
part of the beef, but had neither evacuation by 
vomiting, stool^ or urine; his skiu was cool and 
- pulse regular, and iu good spirits. At a quarter 
.p^stsix, when he was to be returned to his pri- 
son, he had devoured the whole, and declared he 
could have ate more; but from the prisoner?, 
without telling him we wished to make some ex- 
periment on him, he began to be alfirmed. It ia 
also to he observed, that the day was hot, and 
jipt having his usual exercise in the yard^ it may 
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ke ^st^i^d h^ would have odiendse had abet- 
ter appetite. On recapitulating the whole con- 
flumption of this day, it stands thus : 

Raw cow*s odder 4lb. 

Raw beef 10 

Candles 2 

total I61b. besides 
five bottles of potter. 

The eagerness with which he attacks bis beef 
when his stomach is not gorged, resembles the . 
voracity of a hungry wolf, tearing off and swal- 
lowing it with canine greediness. When his 
throat 18 diy from continued exercise, he lubri- 
cates it by stripping the grease off the candles 
between his teeth, which he generally finishes at 
three mouthfuls, and wrapping the wick like a 
ball, string and dl, sends it after at a swalldw. 
He can, when no choice is left, make shift to dine 
on immense qumitities ^f raw potatoes, or tur- 
nips; but, from choice, would never desire to 
taste bread or vegetables. 

He i» in every respect healthy, his tongue 
iJleaja, and his eyes lively. 

After he went to the prison, he danced, 
smoaked his pipe, and drank a bottle of portei;; 
and, by four the ne^t morning, he awoke with 
his usual ravenous appetite ; which he quieted 
hy a few pounds of raw beef. 

He is six feet three inches high, pale com- 
plexion/ grey eyes, long brown bair, well made 
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but tbiD;^bis countenance rather pleasant^ and is 
good-tempered. • 

The above is written from his own mouthy io, 
the presence of, and attested by — 

Destauban, French Surgeon. 

Le Fournier, Steward of the Hospital. 

Revet, Con^missaire de la Prison. 

Jje Flem, Soldat dq. la sec Demi Brigade. 

Thomas Cochrane, M. D. Inspector and Sur-, 
geon of the Prison^ and Agent^ &c..for Sick and 
Wounded Seamen. 

Liverpool, Sept. 9> 1799^ 

" . (A true Copy.) 
John BynoN, Clerk in the Oflftce for Sick and 

Wounded Seamen. ^ 

Queries <rnd! Answers. 

1. What are' the circumstances of his sleep 
and perspiration ? 

He gets to bed about eight o'clock at nighty 
immediately after which he begins to sweat, and: 
that so profusely, as to be obliged to throw offi 
^lis shirt. He feek extremely hot, and in an 
hour or two after goes to sleep, which lasts until 
one in the morning, after which he always feels 
himself hi^ngry, even though he had lain down: 
with a full stomach. He then eats bread or beel^ 
or whatever provision he may have, rescjrved 
through the day 4 and if he has none he beguiles 
the time in smoaking /tobacco. About two 
o'dock he goes to slefep again, and awakes at 
five or six o'clock in the mornings in a violent 
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perdpIratloQ^ v^kh great heat. This quits him oa 
getting up; and when he has l^id in a fresh cargo 
of raw meat (to use his own expression) he feels 
his body io a good state. He sweats while he is 
eating ; and it is probably owing to this constant 
propensity to exhalation from the surface of the 
body^ that his skin is commonly found to be 
cool. 

2. What is his heat by the thermometer, 

1 have often tried it^ and found it to be of the 
standard temperature of the human body. His 
pulse is now eighty-four; full and regular. 

3. Can this ravenous appetite be traced higher 
than his fatheri 

He knows nothing of his ancestors beyond his 
father. When he left the country, eleven years , 
ago, his father was alive aged about fifty, a tall, 
stout, man, always healthy, and can remember he 
was a grieat eater ; but was too young to recol- 
lect the quantity, but that he eat his meat half 
boiled. He does not recollect that either him- 
self or his brothers had any ailment, excepting 
the small-pox, which ended favourably -with them 
all. He was then an infant. His , face is per- 
fectly smooth. 

4. Is his muscular strength greater or less than 
that of other men at his time of life. 

. Though his muscles are pretty firm, I do not 
think they are so full or plump as those of most 
other men. He has, however, by his own declqij- 
ration, carried a load of three hundred weigly; 
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of flour ia France^ and marched 14 lei^es in * 

5. Ishc dull, orirttelHgent? 

He can neither read nor write, but is very Intel* 
ligent and conversable, and can give a distinct and 
consistent answer to any question put to him. I 
have put a variety at different times, and in dif- 
ferent shapes, tending to throw all the light pos- 
sible on his history, and never found that he va- 
ried; so that! am inclined to believe that he ad- 
heres to truth. 

6. Under what circumstances did his voradoui 
disposition first come oh ? 

It came on at the age of thirteen, as has been 
already stated. He was then in the service of 
Prussia at the siege of Tbionville: they were at 
thai time much straitened for provision, and as 
be found this did nbt suit him, he deserted into 
.the town. He was conducted to the French 
General, who presented him with a large melon, 
which he, devoured, rind and all, and thdn an im- 
tneDse quantity and variety of other species of 
food, to the great entertainment of that ofl&cer 
and his suite. From that time he has preferred 
raw to dressed meat : and when he eats a mode* 
rate quantity of what has been either roasted or 
boiled, he throws it up immediately. What is 
stated above, therefore, respecting his never vo- 
miting, is not to be understood literally, butim* 
^rts merely, that those things which are most 
»au8e«i}s to otbeit^ bad no effect upotthis ttomacb^ 
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There is nothing farther to remark but that 
since the attested narrative was drawn up he has 
repeatedly indulged himself in the cruel repasts 
before described, devouring the whole animal, ex«- 
cept the skin, bones, and bowels : but this has 
been. put a stop to, on account of the scandal 
which it justly excited. 

In considering this case, it seems to afford 
some matters for reflection, which are not only 
objects of considerable novelty and curiosity, but 
inieresting and important, by throwing light on 
the process by which the food is digested and dis- 
posed of. 

Monstrosity and disease^ whether in the struc^ 
ture of parts, or in the functions and appetites^ il- 
lustrate particular points of the animal oeconomy^ 
by exhibiting them in certain relations in which 
they are hot to be met with in the common 
course of nature. The power of the stomachy ia 
fip quickly dissolving, assimilating and disposing 
of the aliment in ordinary cases, must strike 
every reflecting person with wonder; but thp 
bistory of this case afibrds a more palpable proof, 
and more clear conception of these processes, ju^t 
a^. objects of sight become more sensible and 
striking, when viewed bj^ a magnifying glass, ^r 
when exhibited on a larger scale. 

The facts here set forth tend a'Iso to place in a 
strong light the great importance of the discharge 
by the skin, and to prove that it is by this outlet, 
more than by the bpwels, that "the excremeuti- 
tious parts of the aliment are evacuated: that 
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there id an admiraUe co-operation established 
between the skin and the stomachy by means of 
that consent of parts so observable^ and so neces- 
sary to the other functions of the animal oecono- 
.my : and, thai the purpose of aliment is^ n<^ 
merely to administer to the growth -and repair 
of the body, but by its bolfc and peculiar stimu^ 
lus to maintain the play of the organs essential 
to hfe. 

— HARRIS. 

This man was remarkable for a most singulv 
"natural defect, the incapacity of distinguishing 
eolbrs. An account of him was communicaied 
tby Mr. Huddart to Dr. Priestley, anfd was io- 
troduced into the Philosophical Trtosactions for 

Harris was a shoemaker and lived at Maiy- 
^ort in Cumberland. Mr. Huddart bad often 
heard that he could clearly discern the form 
and magnitude of all objects, bui that he could . 
liot distinguish their colors. Thi^ report exci-r 
ted that gentleman's curiosity and he frequent- 
ly conversed with Harris on the subject. The 
account he gave was this— that he had reason 
to believe other persons saw something in ob- 
jects which he could not see ; that their lan- 
guage seemed to mark qualities with precision 
and confidence, which he could only guess at 
with hesitation and frequently with error. His 
Am suspicion of this arose, when be.^as about 
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four years old. Having by accident found m 
child's stocking in the street, he carried it to a 
neighbouring house to enquire for the owner; 
he observed that the people called it a red stock* 
ing, though be did not understand why they gave 
it that denominatioa, as he himself thought it 
comp]etely described by being called a sioilnng* 
This circumstance however remained in his me« 
mory, snd^ toigetber widi subsequent observation^ 
led him to tbe knowledge of his defect. 

He also observed that^ when young, other 
diildren could discern cherries on a tree, by some 
pretended' difference of color, though he could 
only distinguish them from d»e leaves by the dif- 
ference •of their size and shape. By means of 
^» difference of color, his companions could 
see the cherries at a greater distance than he 
could, though he could see other objects also at as 
great a distance as they, that is, where the sight 
was not assisted by the color. Large objects he 
could see as well as other persons; and even the 
smaller ones if they were not enveloped in other 
things, as in the case of cherries among the 
leaves. 

There was every reason to believe that he could 
never do more than guess tbe'name of any color, 
yet he could distinguish white from black, or 
black from any light or bright color. Dove or 
straw color he called white, and different colors 
he frequently called by the same name ; yet he 
could discern a difference between them when 
,pktced together. In general colors^ of an equal 
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degree of brightness, however they might other- 
wise differ, he confounded with each other. Yet 
he could distinguish a striped ribbon from a 
plain one; but he could not tell what the colors 
were with any tolerable exactness. Dark colors^ 
in general, he often mistook for bl^k ; but ne- 
Y-er imagined white to be a dark color, nor dark 
to be a white color. 

^ Harris was an intelligent man and very desi- 
rous of understanding the nature x>f li^t and 
colors, for which purpose he bad attended a 
course of lectures in natural philosophy. He 
bad two brothers in the same circumstances with 
respect to sight, and two other brothers and 
8isters,^who, as well as their parents bad nothing 
of this defect. One of the first-mentioned bro- 
thers Mr. Huddart met with at Dublin, and from 
the experiments he made on his powers of si^t, 
Ije obtained exactly the same results} as those 
above stated. 
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Thomas laugher, better known by lh« 
name of Old Tommy, is a living instance of the 
good effect of temperance oi the human consti- 
tution, for to this cause his venerable age must 
undoubtedly be in a great measure ascribed. He 
was born at the village of Markley, in the coun- 
ty of Worcester, and was baptized as appears by 
bis register in January 1700. His parents were 
natives of, Shropshire, and were themselves ex- 
amples of unusual longevity, his father dying at 
the age of 97, and his mother at 108. In the year 
following that of his birth they removed with 
him to London where he has resided ever since. 

In the early part of his life Laugher followetl 
for many years the profession of a liquor-mer- 
chant in Upper Thames Street. Though in a 
^ine of business in which wines and spirits of every 
kind presented themselves freely and plentifully, 
he never drank any fermented liquor, during the 
first fifty years of his life, his chief beverage be- 
ing milk, milk and water, coffee and tea. This 
profession he was at length obliged to relinquish 
by some heavy losses which he experienced. 

Laugher remembers most of tlie principal oc- 
<;urrences of the last century, but, from his ex- 
treme age, his memory begins to fail him ; hit 
other faculties he enjoys in a surprizing degree. 

^Oh. ^.-'•NO. 17. T 
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His residence is in Kent Sueet, in the Borough, 
from which he walks every Sunday morning, 
when the weather permits, to the Rev, Mr. Cox- 
head's chapel in Little Wild Street, Lincoln's 
Ian Fields : he evenwalked lately a* far as Hack>- 
ney aad back again. 

To all appearance Old Tommy has been a re- 
marjtabiy well-made man, and rather above the 
middle stature though now he' is somewhat bent 
by the weight of years. Having lost his teetH, 
he falters a little ia s|)eaking, but his lu*}g8 ap- 
pear to be very strong and sound. It is not less 
surprizing than true, that after a severe fit of i Il- 
lness, at the age of eighty, he had a Jresh head 
of hair and new nails both on his fingersand loe^^; 
a contraction which took place at the same ti^ue 
in the finger of each hand, has never since left 
them. His hair is thick and flowing, not tho- 
loughly white, but grey on the outside ^n4 
brown underneath, as are also his - eye-brows. 

This venerable mtm has been for some timwe 
supported hj the donations of charitable and 
well-disposed pei^ons. From a spirit of inde- 
pendence, he used for several years, to sell laces 
for stays, garters and other little articles of that 
nature, for which he found customers among his 
friends, who always liberally encouraged his io- 

€lusti:y. 

Laugher had a son who died about four years 
fince at the age of eighty. This son, whom he 
called his '' poor Tommy," had the appearance 
«f being considerably older than himself, whicU 



d by Google 



THOMAS LAVGH£E. 

occasionally produced curious mistakes. Among 
©thcrs the following anecdote is* related on thi» 
subject: Walking, some years since in Holborn 
with his S05, the difficulty which the latter found 
to keep up with him drew the attention of a gen- 
tiemaci> who weiH to oM Laugher aed begnii 
to expostulate with bim for uot assisting his fa- 
ther. When informed oS M miat(4ce^ he would 
not give<credit to tbe old man till convinced by 
lome person who knew them both of the truth of 
ilia testimony. 

This inveifion in the order of nature, was aW 
tribiited by the old man to his son's having liv^rf ' 
freely. He has been often beard to say ; *^ If tha 
young fool had taken as much care of his heahh 
as 1 have^ he might now hav^ been alive and 
hearty." 

As far as hli ttiemor y gf»» Old Tommy is ex- 
tremely ^'iliing tA anaiKey any qtiettton^lhat may 
be propoffi^, and has act tiif^t aasteiiity aEd; 
peeirsisbnf sa wbioh c»o frfiqtt)m% acoiv^pany enr 
treme age. He is much pleased to hoar of Old 
Jenkins aed old Parr, and saya bis &iai]y cama 
bom the^ame e€M»iity 9» thq liuter. His in^ffisn^ 
Btve txMnners and untfitarruptedd^erfnjness, have 
gained him the respeot b<^ of old and young 
in the neighbourhood of km residence. 

Such are tim (lanioiilar^ we b^ve bean abk to 
pfocure eonoerning tbia vciierable man, of \vhom^ 
pur engraving, after a drawing irom Jife, will 
{ive tb^ reader a correct idea. 

% 
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In this gentleman we find n rpre example of 
extraordinary abstinence aud seclusion in the 
midst of a gay and luxurious city. For the long 
period of forty- four years he withdrew^ himself 
from all society, and during that time never tasted 
either fish, flesh, fowl^ or any strong drink. An- 
account of bis remarkable life was published In 
4687, the y^ar after his death, under the title of 
'* the Pbenix of these late Times/' We shall 
give it to the reader in the somewhat quaint^ but 
yet expressive language of bis anonymous bio«^ 
grapber. 

This noble and.virtnonsgentlemaii^ Mn Hen- 
ry Welby, born ia Lincolnshire^ was the eldest 
son of his father, and inheritor of a fair revenue, 
amounting to a thousand pounds by the year, 
and upward, first matriculated at the University, 
and after made a student at one of the Inns of 
Court, where, being, accommodated with all the 
parts of a gentleman, he after retired himself in- 
to the country, and matched nobly to his owtt 
good liking; but thinking with himself that the 
world Gould not possibly be contained within this 
island, and that England was but the least piece 
and member of the whole body of the universe, 
he had a great miad to travel, as well" to profit 
him in experience, as benefit himself in languages; 



Digitized byLjOOQlC 



4tf}d to that piirpoce ^pent »(yme few year» in t&r 
Xd?e? Countries, C^mutny, France, and Spaiiiy nan* 
king the best use of his titne. 

But true it is^ that there was some diiTerenee 

«fMl menacing words past betireen his brother 

and himaeif^ which he divers tiooes passed over 

with patience; but this inoopeot 9eQtleman> 

measoriDg the dispositions of othens by, himself, 

and not iinaginiag such bafbarous cruelt}' cauld 

be in man >of <wluit condition so e\^, .mocb less 

m a brother, he held them as the .rajafa menaces 

iof lit) bridled youth, which by good .coiiAse), oi 

con»piyiiig with the ot)ier> desires, slight .be 

easily redai^ned, veekening thein 416 ,words ihot 

:KTJO<iild never 'break into '^^unds^ and doubtful 

Jbmguage that couid noi; aasily beget danger. 

lie <was of opinion, ^hat^iOB sedog tivo. men re«> 

viiing each other wil^ injurious terms, said, he 

t]f you which ahtaineth most fnna vUkmwm and 

leted speeches y is to be held the most utge tmd wisest 

€f the two. ' Aed as true taooeenoe goeth still 

armed ivkh confidence, and he that k •guiklesa 

^tt dreadless, so he neither £eared his courage, 

per shunned km oomp^aay, tilKai last .the two 

bnotbcmsjiineejting facettofece, the. yctunger drew 

afusfeod charged with a dpubte hnll^^tiwi^ his 

.aide, And?pjrefteiM»ed ^ppu the i^idm, which ^onjiy 

i;3ve6re> b«t by o»^(»ii»ci«lQW5 .|>rpVjWem» pf 

God no fujnther repjtwii ; jfei 1^ hidi ib^ eider> ^iz* 

iog upon the younger;, ^isanned himofibispMoI, 

end vr«th(Ouf my fiurlber ^vi^icDoe o^aed, Jeft 

jsim, which be£u»ig te> his johambtt^ nod don- 

T 3 
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rou8 to find whether it were only a false ffre^ 
mefely to fright him, or a charge speedily ta 
dispatch him, when he found the bullets and ap- 
prehended the danger he escaped, he fell into 
many deep considerations, and tliereupon ground- 
ed this his irrevocable resolution, which he kept 
to his dying day. 

' Which that he might observe the better, he 
took a very fair house in the lower end of Grub^ 
street, near unto Cripple-gate, and having con- 
tracted a numerous retinue into a small and pri- 
vate family, having the bouse before prepared 
for his purpose, he entered the door, choosing 
to himself, out of all the rooms, three private 
chambers best suiting with his intended solitude; 
the -first for his diet, the second for his lodging, 
and the third for his^tudy, one within another ; 
and the while his diet was set upon the table by 
one of his servants, an old maid, be retired to 
his lodging'Foom, and while his bed was making,. 
Jnto his study, still doing so till all was clear; and 
there he set op bis rest, and in forty-four year^ 
never upon any occasion how great so ever, issi^- 
ed out of these chambers, till be was borne thence 
on men's shoulders. Neither in all that time did 
8on-in-law^ daughter or grandchild, brother,, 
sister, or kiii»man, stranger, tenant or servant, 
young or old, rich or poor, of what degree or 
condition soever, look upott his face-, saving 
the ancient n»aid, whose name was Elizabeth, 
who made his fire> prepared his bed, provided 
kis diet, and drest 1^ chamber, which was vecjr- 
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seldom, or upon extraordinary necessity thai he 
sa\?her. 

As tonching his abstinence, in all the time of 
his retirement, he never tasted any flesh nor fish; 
be never drank either wine or strong drink ; his 
chief food was oat-meal boiled in water, which 
some call gruel, and in summer now and then 
a sallad of some choice cool herbs for dainties; 
or when he would feast himself, upon an high 
day, he would^eat the yolk of an hen's egg; but 
no part of the white ; and what bread he eat, he 
cut put of the middle of the loaf, but of the crust 
be never tasted ; and his continual drink was 
four-shilling beer, and no other : and now and 
then drank red cow's milk, which his maid Eliza- 
beth fetdaed for him out of the fields hot from 
the cow; and yet he kept a bountiful table for 
his servants, with entertainment sufficient for any 
-Stranger or tenant, that had any occasion of bu- 
. siuess at his house. 

In Christmas holidays, at Easter, and upon 
all solemn festival days, he had great cheer pro-^ 
vided, with all dishes seasonable to the times, 
served Up. He himself (after having given thanks) 
put a clean napkin before, and putting on a pair 
of white Holhind sleeves, which reached to. his 
• elbows, would call for his knife, acid cutting dish 
after dish up in order, send one to one poor neigh- 
bour, the next, to another, leaving it in, writing 
1k)w it should be bestowed, whether It was brawn> 
beef, capon> goose, &c. till he had left the table 
quite empty f thea would Jie again J^y^, by- his li- 
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nen, put vp his knife, and' cause the cloth to be- 
taken away ; and thus, would he do Sinner and 
supper upon those days, without tasting of any 
tiling whatsoever; and this cuRtom be kept to his^ 
dying day, an abstinence far tmnscending all the 
Carthusian Monks or Mendicant Friars that ever 

-vet I read of. 

»/ 

Now, as touching the solitude of his life, ta 
spend so raany summers and winters in one small 
room, dividing himself not only from the society 
of men, but debarnng himself from the benefit of 
the fresh and wholesome air, not to walk or con- 
fer with any man, which might either shorten 
tiie tediousness of the nigtit, or mitigate tlie pro- 
li'vness of the day; and if at any time he would 
6pea4v,w!th anyone, there was a wal|| between 
them; what retirement could be more? or what 
testrictioii greater? In my opinion, it far surpas- 
ses all the vestals and votaries, all the anchores- 
ses and anchorites, that have been memoriEed 
in any history. i 

Now, if eny shall askliow he spent hie honvs 
and past hi« time? No doubt, as be kept a kind 
of perpetual fast, so he devoted himsetf to con- 
tinual prayer, saving these seasons be dedicated 
to Ills study, for he was both a scholar ^ind Kn- 
guist, lor ii^ bath left b^ind bimosome eoUec- 
(ioDs and timnslation of Philosophy; neither w«s 
there any author worth the reading, ^her 
- 'brooght over from beyottd the «€a, or publislyed 
li^i^e in the kingdom, •wbieh he fefused to buy at 
«rhat djtarrate«^ev^rs ^aiid these im^iiis «oiii- 
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paitions in the day, and his counsellors in the 
night, in so much, that the saying may be veri- 
fied in him — ^^ he was never better accoaipanied 
than when alone." 

He was no Pharisee, to seek the praise and 
vain ostentation among men; neither did he blow 
a trumpet before him when he gave his alms; 
neither when any impudently clamoured at his 
gate, were they presently relieved, but he, out^ 
of his private chamber which had a prospect 
into the street ; if he spyed any, sick, weak, or 
• lame, would presently send after them, comforty 
cherish, and strengthen them, and riot a trifle to 
serve them for the present, but so much as would 
relieve them for many days after; he would 
moreover enquire what neighbours were indus- 
trious in their callings, add who had great charge 
of children, and by their labour and industiy 
could not sufficiently supply their families; these 
were, his cetain pensioners. And now conclud- 
ing he may not improperly be called a Phenix^ 
for as he in hh life may be termed a Bird of 
Paradise, so in his death he might be compared 
to that Arabian Monody, who, having lived 
fourscore years, half in the world and half from 
the world, died in a swoon, the nine and twen- 
tieth day of October last, (lG36) as he sat in his 
chair, having built his own funeral nest or pile, 
composed of terebinth and cinnamon, inter- 
woven with onyx and calbanum, with the sweet 
and odoriferous smells of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia, and so made bis death* bed an altar; and 
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bis godly zeal kindling Chose sweet spices^ sent 
up bis/ soul as<in acceptable jncense to that sa- 
cred throne, where a contrite heart and humble 
spirit were never despised. 

To this account is prefixed a picttrre of Mr. 
Welby sitting at a table on which is inscribed-: 
Vanitas vankaiam, omnia vanikis. He is repre- 
sented ^ith a long thick beards and with s^ staff 
in his right hartd. The Rev. Mr. Granger in hi» 
Biographical "History of England, says of him 
that, " his plain garb, his long and silver beaj'di 
his mortified and venerable 2^»pecty bespoke him. 
an ancient inhabitant of the desert, rathef than 
a gentleman of fortune in a populons city.^ The 
saine writer adds that Mr. Welby had a v<?ry 
amia^e daughter who married Sir Christopher 
Hilliardj a Yorkshire ge»tlemafi^ hut neither shej^ 
ji©r any of her family ever saw her father f^fter 
ki9 retirement from tlie world. Hit roOMM^ 
were interred in St. GileM church near Cripple^* 
|[ate. 



FRANCIS CHARTEEIS. 

Francis CHARTERIS, was born at Ams. 
field, in Scotland, where he was heir to an estate 
which hh ancestors had possessed above 400 
years; and was related to some of the first faml* 
lies in the North, by intermarriages with the no* 
bility. Having received a liberal education^ he 
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ipade choice of the pixrfession of arms, and first 
served under ^he Duke of Marlboiough as aa eji- 
sign of foot, but was soon advanced to the rank 
of cornet gf dragoons. Being a most expert 
gamester, and of a disposition uncommonly avari- 
cious, be made his knowledge of gambling sub- 
servient to his love of money 4 and while the iiiv 
«ay was in winter quarters^ he stripped many of 
the officers of all their p/operty by his skill at 
eai'ds and dice* He was, however, as knavish 
' «s dexterous ; for when he had defrauded a bro- 
ther officer of his money, he would lend him a 
«um bX the moderate interest of an hundred per 
-cent, and take an assignment of his conmiission 
<as a security for the payment of the debt. John, 
duke of Argyle,and the earl of Stair, were at this 
'time young i^n in the army; 4ind being deter- 
4nined that the inconsiderate officers should not 
the ruined by the artifices of Charteris, they ap- 
plied to the earl of Orkney, who was also in the 
-army, t-hen quartered at Brussels, representing 
-tfhe-destruction that must ensue to the young 
gentlemen in the military line, if Chaiieris wa« 
iHot stopped in his proceedi«gs. The earl of Ork- 
-ney, anxious for the credit of the army in gene- 
ral, and his countrymen in particular, represent- 
ed the state of the case to the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, who ga\*3 orders that Charteris should be 
put under arrest, anH tried by a court*maitial. 
This court was composed of an equal number of 
'EBglirfi and Scotch 0fficers> that Charteris might 
i^¥e no reaiSOQ lo say he was treated with partialb- 
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ty. After a candid hearing of the case, the 
proofs of his villainy were so strong, that he was 
sentenced to return the money he had obtained 
by usurious interest; to be deprived of his com- 
mission, and to be drummed out of the regiment, 
his sword being first broken; which sentence was 
executed in its fullest extent. 

Thus disgraced, he quitted Brussels, and in 
the road between that place and Mechlin, threw 
his breeches into a ditch, and then buttoning his 
scarlet cloak below his knees, w ent into an inn 
to take up his lodgings for the night. It is usual 
in places where armies are quartered, for military 
officers to be treated with all possible respect; 
and this was the case with Charteris, who had 
every distinction shewn him that the house could 
afford, and, after an elegant suppctf, was left to 
his repose. Early in the morning he rang the 
bell violently, and the landlord coming terrified 
into his room, he swoie furiously that he had 
been robbed of his breeches, containing a dia- 
mond rmg, a gold watch, aod money to a con- 
siderable amount; and having previously broken 
the window, he intimated that some per^n must 
have entered that way, and carried off his pro- 
perty, and he even insinuated that the landlord 
himself might have been the robber. It w^as in 
vain that the inn-keeper solicirc^l mercy in the 
most humiliating posture. - Charteris threatened 
that he should be sent to Brussels, and suffer 
death, as an accessary to the felony. Terrified 
at the thought of approaching disgrace and dau- 
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gcr the landlord of the house sent for some, friars 
of an adjacent convej^t, to whom he represented * 
bis calamitous situation, and they generously 
supplied him with a sum sufficient to reimburse 
Charteris for the loss he pretended to have sus^ 
|.ained. 

This unprincipled and abandoned youth now 
proceeded to Hollandi whence he embarked for 
Scotl^d ; and had not been long in that king- 
dom before his servile submission, and his money, 
procured him another commission in a regiment 
of horse ; and he was afterwards advanced to the 
rank of colonel. The duke, of Queensberry was 
at this time commissioner to the parliament of 
Scotland, which was assembled at Edinburgh, to 
deliberate on the proposed union with Eugland. 
Cl|art£riS|.,htiiyipg been invited to a party at cards 
with the duchess of Queensberry, contrived £ha}; 
j?er grace shpu Id be placed in such a manned 
jaear a large glass, that he ^ould se-^ all her cartfs; 
^aui^ be won jthree thousand pounds of her by this 
spratagem, . In consequence pf this Imposition 
the incensed duke of Queepsperry brought a bill, 
into the ho,use, to prohibit gamhig for above a 
certain sum; and this bill passed into a^iaw. " 

Charteris still continued hl^ depredatfoqs oh 
the thoughtless lill he had acquired considerable 
•sums, and estates in Scotland; he I'ben removed 
to LoifdOj^^, which^ as it was the seat of great 
dissipation, was a plevce better adapted to the ex!- 
ertion pf his abilities.— Here he became a no- 
ted lender ^of nioney on mortgages, always re 
VOL.2. — NO. 17. / i? ' 
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I 

I ceivihg a large pretaiiito, by Whicfh at length Ire 
beci^me so rfcli as^to piiteimtse e^tAt^sin Etigltod, 
particularly in the coiinty of Liartcaster. He was 
equally infamous for his antonrs^ haViijig in pay 
some women of abandoned character, who, go- 
ing to inns where the waggons put up, us^ td» 
prevail on the siitiple country girls to go to -the 
•oloners house as servants; in cdnsequettce of 
^hich, their ruin a^on followed, and they i^fere 
turned out of doors, exposed to all the missies 
consequent on poverty and a loss of reputation^ 
His agents did riot confine their optirarions to 
inns; but wherever they found a ty|n^me giri 
they endeavoured to dec6y her to the cokwud's 
liouse; and amongst the rest, one Ann Bond TeH 
a prey to his aj'tifices, 

*f his young woman had lived Jn'Lbndon; hvA 
having quitted her iervice on Account ef illtiess^ 
took lodgings at aprivatehouise^ whet^ fche teco- 
Vered berhealth, andwas sittingat the doOrwh^i^ 
WmtiQ addressed her, sayittg, she cbliM b^ 
Iver to a place in the family of col6nel HarviEfy; 
ifor the character of Chafteris ip<rJasti6W ko ftotdri- 
ous, that his agents did hot venture to tn^e^tiBQ 
of his real name. Bohd being hilled, the WbiHd^ 
conducte4 her to Ihe coloners hotf^e, wbd gave 
lier money to redfe^'m some clothes, whibfa 1^ 
liad pledged to ' support het in her itlti^s, ^nd 
would have 1>ought other clothes for h^t, but sh^* 
refused to accept them* lie n'pw ofifefed'fter^ 
purse of gold, an i(nnuky for Hfe, ittd'ti hdiisej 
i^ she would cdmply with hk wishes; bttt the tir- 
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tucHisgirJ r^iAted the tei^ijtaticnj, d^clmng, thaf 
&te woRlrf. oi^.Jydjschijfg^ iJ/^V cj^tj: as ;?k servant, 
ap4 tbajt^ h^r m^^t^r iwjgljt distpiss her, if hey 
^/^kJ(iA^ct cli^ not ptee liiqi. Oft thj^ day follow- 
i'^gj^ ^ hpaj-/! a g^jui<?joQan ajsking for her master 
by thj^ Ofio^^ pf ChsM^t^ris, wliipb encrejised her 
f(^^s stU) i^ofe, c|f ^he w^s. nov upji.pprized of his 
general chaiw?tier. Slic i^i^rr^fore told ib<^ hoifsieT 
keeper, tlifit ^lue njqsi q^it her s^rvip^, c^s she wa^ 
^i^jy il^ Th^ iKKU^^-ljeep^ informing the colp- 
mlof thM cjrcijRis^ncc, h^ ient for the poof 
gpl, ai]id \b]r€4iM^n^d h^ ^x;>iu|d s^boot her if sli^ 
left hU service, tie likev^i^ ordered the servants 
tp. k^cp th^ dppr %t. to prc^vent, h^r making her 
esQftp)^; ijtQ4 when hf sppk^ of her it was in most 
coptemptuou^ terms. On the following day h^ 
4ir#ct^.^h^ cl^rk pf his kitphen to sf2iid her into 
• tfee piMTloyr, a^jd^ (^ h|^r ^ttqndipg him, he hic^ 
hfll ^m th/l §W- WMIfi sj)^ wa^ thus employed^ 
}i^foi,cil% s^^^^:»d co^p^ined vjol.^cup^ on hpr^ 
first Ml^it^^ftbQ? mRn^V ^vAtV Ui? i^ightrpaipj and 
ff|^i\«^r|ils^ 9». f^T i?W/H? ^¥^ 5f^ ^^P^ pwe- 
^jte liiw, b§fiti;ig ^^^f v^^tl^ a^ l^^f^^p-whi^^ anxj 
iBftlKfi® bf r> hy^ U^ mp^jt- opiy;9,l^ipns n^tpj^ Oij 
Jwi3 ^^i^tii^ t»he ^im tl^^^I^"p( tj^e l^ii;ul^/ep J,ijpr 
frnvQik^ tQ. wh^m ih#r ^ojppf 1, py«^tc^r;^^d/ i^t shft 
hM robbed km <?rf* thirty g«i*i,e^f ajji^^ ^i,r?cte4 ' 
km. \Q %uxt\ liicr oMt of tli^ hpMs?, tvluch was a,C}- 
cordiogly dpojq. 

The uiifovtunate girl now yvei^t to a gcntlew.o- 
«ian, named Pai-3op3, and infortpiag her of wha^t 
kadlMippjeiiedji ast^;(lh,er ^dvice hp^ to propeed* 

' M % 
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16 FBANCIS CHARTERIS. 

Mrs. Parsons recommended her to exhibit artC- 
oles against him fot the assMt ; but when the loat- 
ter came afterwards to be heard by the grand jury, 
they found it was not an attempt, but an aetual 
commission of the fact; and a bill was fourid ac- 
cordingly. When the colonel was committed to 
Newgale he was loaded with heavy fetters; but 
he soon purchased a lighter pair/ and paid for the 
use of a room in the prison, and for a man to 
attend him. He had been miarried to the daugh- 
ter of Sir Alexander Swihtori of Scotland, who 
boie him one daughter, who was married to the 
carl of Wemys; and the earl happening to 'be in 
Loudon at the time of the above-mcfntioned trans- 
action^ procured a writ of Habeas Corpus, and 
the culoucl was accordingly admitted to bail. 
By the law of the land, bail for a capital oilfenee 
is not admissible. It must, therefore, reflect no 
«mall disgrace on those to whom the administra- 
lioo of it was at that time committed, that power 
find interest should thu^ triumph over justice. 

His trial came on at the Old Bailey, February 
£5, 1780, and every art was used to traduce the 
character of the prosecutrix, in order to destroy 
the force of her evidence ; but, happily, her re^ 
jHitation was so Mt, and there was so little re«t- 
son'to think thit she had any sinister view in the 
prosecution, that every artifice failed, and after 
a long trial, in which the facts were prov^ to 
the satisfaction, of the jury, a verdict of guilty 
was given against the colonel, who received sen- 
tence to be executed in the accustomed maunen 
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Qm 4x^ cif o^ipn ^hartcjria w^s oof a Ittt)f pblj^ 
ged Uf bis i$ciQ-iii*r)a% lor^i Wemp^ who ca^ts^^ 
tim lord pre$i4ent Fprbes to come from ScotJ^iifi^ 
to plea4 ^!i^<!ai|i;^e Ix^foire tbe priiijf-foupcil \ ajQ4 
an estate of SOOl. perann.for \i(^, y^^^ ^seig^^ 
to t\ie prefi<ko^ for tbi$ «eryifre. At kagth the 
king cpi^i^nted to graqt tbe cQlooel a pardc$D| pfi 
bis settling a hand^p^me annqit^ op t)^e prp^QQiir 
trix. Soon after his conviction^ a fine mez2^tinto 
print of him waa publisl^dj ffepresenting hiiti 
standing at the bar of (be Old Bailey, i^itb bis 
thnmbs tied; and under tbe print was the follow- 
ing inscript^QQ: 

" Blood !— must » colonel, wiA a bfd*s Mtoii^ 

Be thas obnoxioos to a scoattdreTsfate.^ 

Brought totfte bar, and sentenced from tb^bencb^ ' 

Only for ravishing a country wench ?— 

Shail men of hononr meet 410 more rHpect ? 

Shall their dirersions thus by laws be check'd ? 

Shall they be accoantabte to saury juries. 

For this or t'other pleasure ? — helt and fories I 

What roan thro* Tiliainy would run a coarse. 

And ruin fUmilies without remorse. 

To heap up riches-— if, when all is done. 

An ignominious death h^ cannot shun ^* 

After tbis fl^rww ^^Pftp^, fr^vs^ a fate which 
he bad so well deserved, be retired to Edin* 
burgh, where be lived about two jrears^ and then 
died ifl 173 J* fjgJP^ 0*% ? yiptil? to his irregular 
course oS life. IJe w«3 hm^ ifi^ tfeg f^wly-va^lt, 
in tbe church-yard ef iha Grey Friars •of Edin« 
•burgh y but bis vicpa^i^d j-ende.red hijta so detest* 
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able^ it was with some difficulty that he was put 
into the grave; for the mob almost tore the 
coffin in pieces, and committed a variety of irre- 
gularities^ in honest contempt of such an aban- 
doned character. 

The celebrated Dr. Arbuthnot gave a severe 
but veryjust, character of Colonel Charteiis, in 
the following satirical epitaph: 

Herb lieth thebodjrof 

Colqnel' Don Francisco; 

\\\^o, with an ioflexible consunc^, , 

And inimitable uniformitj of life. 

Persisted, in spite of age and mfirmity, 

In the practice of every hnman ^ice. 

Excepting prudigaJity and bypocris^r ; 

His insatiable avarice 

Esempting him from the first, and 

His matchless impudence 

From tbe latter^ 

Nor vas be more singalar in 

That undeviatihg viclonsness of life. 

Than successful in accumulating wealth ; 

^ Having, , 

Without trust of public money, bribe, 
. "Worth, service, trade, or, profession. 
Acquired, or rather created, 
A ministerial estate. 
» Among the singularities of his life and fortune 

Be it likewise commemorated, 
^ ITiat he was the only person in his time^ 
Who would cheat without the mask of honesty ; 
Who would retain his primsval meanness, 
. After being possessed of ten thousand pounds a year* 
And who, having done, every day of his life, 
, . Something worthy of a gibbet. 
Was once condemned to one. 
Thinknot, in di^nant reader 
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^ Hit life useless to mankind : 

, Pbovidxnc* 

Favored, or rather connived at> 

His execrable designs. 

That he might remain," 

To this and futare ages, 

A conspicuous proof and example^ 

Of how small estimation 

Exorbitant wealth is held in the sight of the 

AlMXGHTY, c 

Bjr his bestowing it on 

The most unworthjr 

Of all the descendants of 

Adam. 



It was reported that he died worth seven thou- 
sand pounds a year in landed estates, and about 
one hundred thousand pounds in money. 



JAMES NAILER. 

The avoiding of a bad example may often 
prove as conducive to happiness as the imitating 
of a good one. Under this impression we here 
lay before the reader some particulars of the life 
of Janies Nailer, a man notorious in the seven- 
teenth century for his fanaticism^ and the singu- 
larity of his religious opinions. 

James Nailer, or Nayler, was the son of a far- 
mer of some property, and was born in the pa- 
rifih of Ardesley, n^ar Wakefield, in Yorkshire, 
about the year 1616I His education went nto 
feriher than English, At the ^e of twenty-two 
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he married^ and Maiaved iato Wakefield parish, 
where he continaed till the commencemeht of 
the civil war in 1641. Jle then entered into the 
parliamentary ar^]iy^ and served eight years, first 
tinder Lord Fairfex, and afterwards as qaarter- 
master, uivder General Lambert; till, disabled 
by sickness in S^?ot]and, he returned home, fn 
ltl48. Hitherto he had professed himself a Pres- 
byterian and Indepftmtettt^ but in 165^ he be- 
came a convert to the doctrines of George Fox, 
and joined the persons pretending to new lights, 
who were aftenn'ards known by the appellation* 
of Quiikery- 

9((i||g a Qoan of good imtpr^I p^ts, and s^r^ag 
imagination, be ^oop commepcwj p^e^her: Mfi 
in the opinion of his followers> acquitted him- 
self well, both in wofd lU^ writings among his 
friends. Towards the end of 1654, or beginning 
of 1655^ be refpoved Co LQn4«yi> Hfid there found 
a meeting which had been gathered by Eidward 
^nrrough and Francis Howgil U^ 90^ d\^ 
tinguished bi»»9^Jf arpQWg th^m * ^ th^t pxmp 
ftdttiiripg \m t?iliepts, began to ejt^em bw faf 
nboye hi? br«|bren, which oc.cAsipn.^d diflferenc^ 
^nd ^i^ti^rbapces in the spciety. Tt?e^e were 
ijarri^d \o such a height, t^at som^ of N^iler> 
forward and inconsiderate female Mberwl4> 
publiely inierwpM Howgil and B^rrongb in 
pi;e4abing> »l»d dis^urbipd their ipeetij^^s. Bieing 
liqpr»v$*.4 by them for ♦Jieir indisc^tioAi the wo- 
^en (a5)niplwn^d ^o Jundlj^ i^d pa,ssip«at€;J|r tp 
^mlfiFf ^^ ^ ^^yi^^ in \»^ '' ^iitpry pf J^ 
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observes: Quakers, *' It smote him down into so 
imid) sojTow and sadness, that he was much 
dejected in spirit, and disconsolate. Fear and 
doubting then entered into him, sO that he came 
to be clouded in his understanding, bewildered 
«nd at a loss in his judgment, and estranged 
from his best friends,- because they did not ap- 
prove his conduct; insomuch that he began to 
give earto the flattering praises of some whimsi- 
cal people, which he ought to have abliorred and 
reproved them for." It will be seen from the 
subsequent part of this history, that these ' flat>- 
tering pi*aises,' of which Sewel speaks, Were too 
^powerful for tlie poor -man's intellects, and pro- 
duced that lnent«l;4«toxicaticfli or derangemenf,- 
t0 which alone his fcantia conduct can be attri^ 
buted* " .. , ' . • r ■ 

In i656, we find htm in Devonshire, whitbco^ 
he was undoubtedly earned by a zeal for propa- 
gating his 'Opinions, These were of such an ex- 
traordinary nature, thai he was?apprehended and 
sent to Exeter goal,- wh^re lettei^, conceived in 
the ^most extravagant strain, were sent to him 
by his female admirers aud others^ Nay, some 
women bad arrived^ at. such a height of folly^ 
that^ in the prison at Exeter, they knelt. befojee 
him, and. kissed his feet. 

We find in Nailer a- striking proof that cir- 
cumstances, apparently the most trivial, operate 
frequently with iri-esistible ai^l fatal force on tt|e 
-mind of the visionary and enthusiast. As his 
features bore a near resemblance to. the commq^i 
pictures of Christ, his imagination conceived 
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^6 wild idea dta lie wn^ tranMt>rj|M4 iolo QkI^ 
himself* He assumed, the d^tm^er of tUe. Meir 
siab^ wag aqknoHJedgied 9» $wh by bjs.4^i«d€4 
felloi^ers^ and apcocdw^y a&cted to hekl ib^ 
sick at>d mi3^ the dend* 

A&cr bi3 rdem^ from the frUpn afc Ejceter, U 
lAlend^d tQ reMira tp {»^dm ; bui l^ing Bri^ 
tel in bis way, «a im rode; tbrot^b Glai^ik>obiify 
and W«Ua, hi& framic} i^^d^ftptt 9tmw^ ^if 
^armcms: in hiic way. AriJfKillg Qi» tbe 94tb of 
Octoter at Bedaunaieo tbout, a. mile from Bris- 
tol, they proceeded io. aoock pi^cesiioa to tbdt 
city. Ooe maa walked before with, his hat OOf 
while anQthe£> bareheaded^ lei KnUeifa hocse. 
When, they oamelo the sjolauucbs o£ Bmtol^ aooie 
womea tpread scarfa and baadkeccbiefk ia bifi 
way ; two other women going on each ^id^ of 
kiikorse. Tbe. whole coln^iiy> kqeendeep ia 
diri^ it being very ruiagr aod^fOul ascatiitfr, began 
to ^»g : *< Holy> holy, lioly. Loud God. v£ S^ 
baotb-t Ho«afH>a ia the higbestl Holy^ kaiy, 
holy, Lord God of Isresl f la {his maaoer tfaey 
entefed 4;4ie city, to tfce amaBefnont oi %OMut, and 
the divjer^on of bthdra^^t the taagjstcaim not 
tiiinkiag U {HH)peF to soffer fiuoh an indecent 
Bfieckery of Christ'* eivtraace ioto iecunlem to 
pass unpunished^ apprehended Nailer^. and ^eom- 
miued hm to priton^ with siy of his. a^oeiates, 

B^ing searched after his appr^^asion, soine 
letters^ which »bew the funatici^ai 0f hta foUow- 
ers^ were found upon tuni. Some of tb^se vn^vt 
' i|9 follow :-^ 
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^ Ih the jwfe, feftr and pdwci- of G»d, my sOul 
li&lu^^ ^ee> thou ev^rlastitig Mh of rigbtedos^ 
ness, and prince of peace. 1 l>e*ee<th thee wait, 
my soul tfaveltefh to See a pure image brought 
forth, and the enemy strives to destroy it, that 
he til^y ki*ep«fteah^ffy^ Borrowittgand eter^eek- 
ittg, htid n^Vtfir^ati^ed, nor ever rejoicing. But 
he in trhom I hate believed vrill ghottly tread 
Satan under our f<^t, aild Ih^n ihalt thou and 
thine return to Zlbft "with eteilasting ]«ejoicing9 
nnd prawns. ^Biit till then, better is the hdustt 
of mourntiig than rejoicing. O Jet innocency 
be thy beloved, and rightebu^nesc thy 6pK>use, 
iliat thy ftitber^ khibs hniy rejoifce ki thy pure 
and etear mispdtted iin^ge<5f hoI'meSs attd ptiri^ 
#hich my sroal ^eHclf^th 1 lib^ll fcee, and 00 itl 
the fatth i^t, 

6ftne7tk-moitih/' 

^'OfM^i^fak^toif'ftti thousand, tfkwi o6ly 
»^^!ifttt^ ^tha e('G^,h^Mttij bti^rt pameth 
aTter «h*e. © StKy nie wifh^a^gdils «ad <?om*- 
Mtt Ittt M^h Wil^. My mm beloved, thott in^ 
fike^a m^^6¥y6tmg Wt tr^ tilemottnlaint^of 
fi^Aeeft, ynhtft^^hy b^tov^^^uselMrth long basft 
CB^ttgil^et&cmitiM^, Und IkiA, 

^To ih{&'1iIl^^hlim6^i^a^<%'W^^Mbjoilied 
the'iblteWihg^by the^httsbWd^^f Ihe^i^er : 
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'' Postscript. Bemember my dear love to thy 
madter. Tby name is no more to be called 
James^ but Jesus. , 

/'John Strangbb." 

In another letter, from one Jane Woodcock, 
we find these equivocal expressions : — " O thou 
beloved of the Lord, the prophet of the most 
high God, whom the Lord brought to this great 
city, for to judge and try the cause of bis, Israel; 
faithful and just b^.st thou carried thyself in it, 
for thou hecamest weak to the weak, and tender 
to the broken-hearted.'' 

Nor were these raptures confined, i^ may be 
imagined, to the weaker sex. ^ From an epistle 
from one Richard Fsurman, it is evident that 
there were men infected in an equal degree with 
this ridiculous mafiia. *' Brother in the life 
which is immortal," says hfj^ *.' dearly beloved, 
who art counted worthy to be made partal^er of 
the everlasting riches, I am filled with joy and 
rejoicAOg, w hen I ; beheld , ibef^i : in , j^ie^ ^mal 
unity, where I do €||ibi:^i<^)th^e in tb^icvefr 
lasting arms of love. O thou dear., and pre- 
cious servant of the liOi'd, .bow ^Otb n^y soul 
love! I am overcome ^with thftt .l^ve tbatis^as 
strong as /death. O my squl- i/& foeltisg .w?tk^u 
me when , I behoKi t^7.'l)6<^ty,ai^ infuoc^ncy, 
dear and pjrecipus sqiv )af« Sion, whose mother is 
a virgin, and whose birth is immortal" 
, The.pai^^lars of Nail^r'^ ei^amii^y^op pjrevi- 
ousto, h^.co.i9i¥iitmeBt are too cu^9us to be 
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omitted. Being asked bk ni^pie^ or whether be 
wa& nut caUe4 J^mes Nailer^ be Fe[^d — the 
men of this world pall me Jame»^ Nailer. Q. Art 
thou, the man that rode on horseback injto Bris- 
to)> a woman leading thy bors^^ and others sing- 
ing before thee, ^ Holy, holy> holy, hosanna/ 
&c. i — At I did ride into a town, bpt what its 
nan^e ^as I know not, and by the spirit a woman 
was commanded to bold ^ly horse's bridle, and 
some t^ei'6 wjere that^cast down clothes, aqfi sang 
praises to. the Lord^ such songs as the Lord f^ut 
into, their hearty; and it is like it might be the 
song of Holy, holy, holy. — Q. Whether or no 
didst thou reprove these women ?>— A. Nay, bijt 
I bade, them take heed that they sang nothing . 
but what they wer£;*nQVjed to of the Lord. — Qr. 
Post thou own this lettei; which Hannah Stran* 
g^r s^nt unto thee?— A. Yea, I do own that let- 
ter. — Q. Art thou, accor.ding to that letter, the 
fairest often thousiand ?— A. '^s to the, visile, I 
deny any such attribute to be due to me; but if 
as to th^t which the father hath begotten ih me, 
I shall o%n it. — Q. Art thou the only son of 
God ? — A. I am the son of God, but I have 
mariy brethren. — Q. Have any called thee by 
the name of Jcshas ? — A. Not as unto the visible, 
but as J<esu9, the Christ that is in me, — Q. Dost 
thpu owu the nsLXTte of the king of Israel?—^ 
A. Not as a cxeature, but if they give it Christ 
within ip.e, I own it, and have a kingdom ; but 
not of this world; my kingdom is of another 
>^orld> of which thoa wast not.— Q. Whether or 
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no ^1; tJ)Qu. the,, prophet of thq \Iost Higfe?— 
A. Thou hast said T am a. prophet.-^Q. J^ost 
ihou own that aturibute, the judge of Israel?— r 
Ar TlxejMdge is but oto^^ anci bwitoesaed iii>iae» 
mid is the Christ; there must not be ajiy joined 
•Vith him. If tbey ap^ak of tbe spirit in me, I 
OH'9.it oQ]y a^ God ts manifi^t in thib fie6h> ae« 
cor^iubg. a^. God dwelieth ia me, and; judgeth 
th^re bioiaelf.~Q.. My whom were you sent?-^ 
A. Bj^him who hath seot th& spirit of bis son in 
JTHS to try, not as tactu*nal matters, bui belong-* 
ing to tbe kingdomi ol God, by theindweUing 
of tbe father and the son, tq be the judge of all 
•pijri^, to be. guided by none.-^Q. Ia act tite 
writjteniwordof Qodthw guide ?-^A. The written 
ii|fi)r<l declaceB of > it> and what is no€ aeoordltig 
to that, isnot.true^-^Q. Wbetbepart tbdu More 
Bent than others, or whe&er others b^ not sent 
ini that measui>&«-^A. As to, that, I have no* 
thing! at. |>fesent given me of T»y^ father to an- 
s*ver,.-TA. Was yoii* birtJl Baortal '• op itQoioFtal ? 
*— A* Not according to the natural birth) but ac- 
cording to the : spiritual bir4f, born (rf> the iai<- 
mortal sced^— Qi Wect thou even called the 
Lat»b of Godf— 'A* I look not back to^tVmgs 
b^hind^ but there> might be soi»e such titiHig in 
ttie le^er; I am a^lannb^ and hav^ sought' it 
leng before I could 'witness it,-*Qv W4io^ i» thy 
rmithMr^^ or whether 01^410 i««she a^ vi4^iii- ?«— A'% 
Nayj aceordiag to^ the natuml bii^tll.-r-Q. Wha 
is. thy modier aecordkig to the spidtual birth'? — 
Ak Na carnal iureatUj>e4-*-rQ.: Who tiien? (N<^at>» 
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^^r.)— <i. h the hope of Ifevael in thee?— A. 
The hope is ih Christ, and a& CtiHst h \ii me, ^o 
for the hope df Ishtel stain^s ; Christ is ih me th^ 
hope erf gkJry.^—Q. What more hg|)e is there fti 
thee than in others?— A. None caiv know but 
theinof Isrsid; and Israel ratist^iveMn account. 
-— Q. Art thou the everlasting son of God ? — A* 
Wberc God is manifeiit in the flesh, there i« the 
ever?asfing tiyii, and I do wibiefes God in the 
flesh : I «m the Son of God, and the Son of 
Odd is hut one.— Q. Art thou the Ptmce of 
P^acet^-^A. T\\t prince of everlastihg ^pe^ce is 
begotten Mi ihfe^.=-Q. Why tidst thon not reprofe 
^me thlat'giv* tfcee ^ho§e attrfbutes?— A. 1 Wave 
wid nothing to ihem but sueb things as are writ- 
ten. -i-Q. Is thy name Jesus?— For what space of 
tii4e hiistthon been so halted ?— Is there no othet 
i^m beeVd^* thee f— To thfeS^ three qu^stibns he 
ifwid* ttti teply.^Q. Art tlkJti thfe everlasting s'cHi 
of <Bbd, the king of righteo^sWe^s ?— A. I ani ; 
and ihti, 'everiteting rij^hteon&rt^i }^ Wrrtbght \h 
me ; if ye' ^eh dtqiimied Wiib the Father, yt 
Ahaqid Aa be lio<|«Atiited ^ith lire.^iS^r J)M any 
lii?w thy fect?-^A; It bvi^hi be tb^y did, bnt l 
mindeki theni noti-^Qi When tlloti wast dall^d 
the; k,ing of Israel, didfet tbou tdt answer— thdti 
sayest it ?— A; Yea^^Q. How dost thou pWVld'6 
for a llveiihood ?— A; As' do the lilies, t/itlldbt 
cahj, bding mttinteined by my Father.— Q.Wh^M 
dost thoik'cail thy father ?-^ A. Him wliom thoa 
callest God.4-Q. What business had&t thou iri 
Bristol^ or that way ?— A. I Vnasi glided or di- 
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retted fcy my Fafchcl-.— Q. Why ^^ast tht))u ^'aikd 
a ju(Jg€ to try thti tauste of krael ? (No rqply.)— 
Q. Are atiy of the^e siyings Hafepbemy br mtf 
-— tA. Wb^t isrtceiv^ of the Lord is trtrth.^^ 
Q. Wbos^ letter was thiK ^iiith iras written to 
ih^e Signed. T, S. ?*-iA. It \*hs sciiit t^ 'me to 
Edcete4- goal, by oi>e ibe world calls Tfaomias Sj^'v 
i«onds.— Q. BidfiK: ^hoii not say* If yc *iad 
k<K>w« lAe^ ye baid fciio#n thfe Father ?^A» Yea, 
for the RMiet is my life^Q. Wttere wett thou 
born?— Aw At Aj^desfew, in Yorfcshire.-^Q: 
W&ere liveediy wifet— A. She wbbm tbou ob«w 
est u\y wife livefe in Wakfefidd.— Qt Wby dost 
thou not liv^ with her? — At «I did till I wab 
called to tlie ai'«ay»-^. Ddth God in any mhtt-- 
^Ber 4&ustai«i tbee without dny corporeal fobd ?**^ 
A. >Mau do4J^ not bve by b«ead alofAe^ btt by 
every word tlvat proce^detll oat of tbe Ikiotlh of 
tbe Father. The bame Ufe is tbiue thai is taitbe 
Father^ but not in the ^sliiAe taeftsiiiiiev-'*^^ Hblr 
art thou cloathed.?— Au I iknpw not.-'-^i. Dbst 
thou live without bread ?-^Q%^ A^ As iong ais my 
heavenly father will, I bavmt»^d of that Vroad 
qf whifch be that eat&tb shall nev6r4ie.-^Q. How 
long h^t thou lived withoul any corporeal sus* 
tenance, having perfect health ?— A. Some fif- 
teen or fiixteen 4ay8« sustaii^ without «ny other 
food 'except t^e wordof God*-— <i. Was Dorcas* 
Erbury diead oa £xeter i^wo tlays,.. and didst 
tbou raise her f— Qi. I caa do nothing of aiyself. 
The BCrifittti^ beadreth witness to the ipower Jh 
me^ whichis e^efla^in^^ it is the:sanie power 
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\re iiead of «i the ^'rijjtore.— Q. Art thoo tb« 
unspotted Lamb of God that tnketh away the 
«iWs of the WoridP^A. Were I ttot a hmh, 
ttoJv^ ws>ukl not «tek to devour me.— Q. Art 
thou not guHty of most horrid Masphemy by thy 
OWta Words '?^A. Whd made kfeiefe a J%idge over 
theria ?— Q. Whom meanr thy compnnJ<oDs by 
Holy, hofy,&^.?-^A. liet them answer for them- 
selves, i^ey it{<e aft «ge.*— Q. Did tiot iK>me spread 
their cWlies on tli6 groftnd before thee, when 
thou'dhM ride thW)<igh CHttstoftbury and WelU? 
-^A. 1 thii^k they did.— Q. Wheii^fotie didst 
thou caH Martha Symonds mother, as Oeorge 
fox afifi^rti^ ?-i-^A. Oeotge ¥6x is a iiar^and a 
fire-bi^^Md 'of^eft*; ^forlieither Ittor-ahy vwih me 
c^Hed h^ ^.-ii^.¥l<KSt thou a wif^«t thW time? 
^A. A vK>mtm I hte^ who>by tWe Wjirld is called 
tny WJfeV and sottiti ibhHdifeii I have, whiefe, ^at- 
corditig^b Afe flfesA, are laiti^.'M.Q. 'Fbaseb^ks 
^hich fhotiliastwri^teft, *rilt thou Hiatataiti tliem 
and iffirm Hvhat U ^therein .-kA. Yoa, t<^Mi lay 
dearer Wood. 

The^fi-atrtfc^<ftietents*of Natler i^eiie likewise 
e'xarbirtefl. *they dnJfdrmly attei^©4; their cow- 
vFctfontb^t he was Jesu^, lhe Sdn of Ood, the 
Prin^fe'of F^ce, the ev^riastiftg So&^cff Ri^&te^ 
odsness, arid TCing of Israel, and fcat in their 
coodiTCt towards hrim they hftd only complied 
with/ihe itrjofictions of the Lord. But the les^ 
timoiifjr of Dorcas Ei'bury, mentioned above> und 
who T^s~fhe ^ndow of WilHam 'B#bury> o»ee a 
X 3 
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. S^ing ad^d, Uoat tho^ pwn lum that rode 
f>n hoxBebtaick to he the Holy Ooe .of Israel ?— 
Sb^ j!e[dipd. Yea, I do, ai>d witb my blood will 
fQaKit.--*Q. Ai>d doat j^bou town Wm for the Soiji 
of Gjod.-rA. He is tj?e cmly ^begotten Son of 
Clod**-^Q' Wherefore didst ihou j)ull off his 
^iK^d^ngfs^ )aiHl I^y ihy clothe^ ^bie^eath his feet ? 
-—A. He is worthy of it^ lor be i^ the hoJy {/xrd 
9f l$rAeL**HCi. Kpewestthoiu^p. other Jesii3> the 
pnly begpton Son ofXSodtJ— A? J know np other 
Saviotir.-^Q. Boat tbop heUpMe f^ l.am^s Nai* 
- ler ?--tA. Yea, in thiffi wbp^ thou c^dlqsf so I 
do,-t- .Q, 3y ^hait nanap d^t ^thou use tp qall kim ? 
r-nA. Xbe Sop of Godi; hwt f ^im tp spr^ve iim^ 
HPj^ rtp .cHJli^m il^ord laiid ]M^t|Qr.-rHft* ihm^- was 
xHTuci^d ; hut {this i^^n ypu cajl thje Spn>of God 
is afeve^^r^. He Jmh ph^^n (pff hi# fw»^ l>pdy . 
T-^: Why „^h^| i^ody ^te* fee jjl^^jji^^A-^y 
9Qt -the )H^iptv«es, Tihy ^latuif^l .bo^dy I wiU 
change^ and it shall be spiritual.-:^. I^t)b a 
spirit :fle^ )^nd bp^eS|Fr-A. H^.fle^ ^d^Pl^es 
areii^^-i-Q, €hii#t raj«j^d ,t|iipse '^hat jhftd bew 
4^^d:, >»o di4 pqt.l^,~A. ]pe,i^js^^ ]pcie.r-7ij|^. la 
j^h€# Dfi^Q^er ?— :A< He i^id rhU h^d ,o)i nfiy 
hwd, i^ter f, hftd hf^^P defid twp,d^/5, and.^id; 
':J)orj?§s i^:i^er,ftpd I .^ro^e apd J»ve jis |t|^Qu 
,sejE^tvr-rQ. WherjB jlid ht this f-^A^ In t,\k^ gptd 
jatt3^el^^m$i. ^V^f^ wjtnc^ ^l^j^t thjop/qr il^ 
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p9\ver hting so great, wherefore opened be not 
the prison-doors, and escaped ; — A. The doors 
shall bpeii when the Lord's worlc is done.—* 
Q. What apostles hath he ? — A. They are scat- 
tered ; hut some are here,— Q. Jesus Christ doth 
sit .on the rigkt-hand of the fether, wherjp the 
world shall be judged by hini.— Ar He whom 
thou.callest Nailer jsh^l sit at the right-hand 
of the Father, apd shall judge thft world iiv 
equity. 

So^n after this e^wxiiwitign, Nailer and bi$ 
fpllowers were sent tp JLopdoo, to be dpalt with 
,^s parliament skould thipk propert Ha.vipg been 
exaaiined by a QOKiajittee of th^ home, whiph 
HXade their repprt, on tlje ^th of Oevember, he 
was uf^^t dfiy s^wiWfWetJ to appear, ai¥i heard at 
the bar. On the 8th tb^ boj^se (^»me to thia re- 
solution : ' Tfe^jt Jfl^es Ngjlfer is guilty of l^prrid 
W^pbeipy, ^d that b^ is f*- fir^ in;ipostpr ap4 
^ greitt s^dupef ,of thf peopte^' TJiP subject was 
r^ui^ fvf}fB tfbi^t tione both fa^r^fioqt^ »M after-r 
^OQB, not wijthp^t f«9Bji# war^?i d^b^tes^ And was 
proposed jlve tvy^tb ^i^?^ W tb^ i^t^h of De« 
Qeu^ber. IJoA^r m\J^}f^ Uqa^ jt toojf up in tb^ 
hp4;i^ Q^f^^s froxf^ Avo l^ttiers of Secretary 
Thuflpe, d^d Dec. the.9i;h a^d l6th. Jn the 
fi^ 1^ s^ys, '' TJ^^ ^^f pr ftv^e last d^ys hAvp 
been wholly t^Jt? i|p .^boujt James N^ler, the 
^p^er; who h^t|a t^d % phwrg? pf bl^spb.eijjy 
f^l?^^ite^ ^^dxx^t h|m ; aud ppon be^^g ^m^ 
t,er Oif ftjicl;^ he is yotefl g^.Hj^ pf bjasphemy j 
aivd t)jp ^ppsj(jle|r.^jUpR J^W \h <wij}pfe f W^^n 
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mny be determined this evening) wlial pitnish- 
ttient shall be inflicted. Many Hre df opinion 
that he ought to be put to death." Thi^ point, 
however, was not so sot)n settled as the secre* 
tary imagirted, for irt the secortd letter he vrrites: 
** The parliatnent halh done hotWng thesfe ten 
ditys but dispute whi^ther Jaiiies Nailer, the qua- 
ker, shall be put to death for blasphemy. Tliey- 
afe much divided in their t>pinit)ns. It is prtssi- 
ble that thej' may come to a resolution thid day. 
It is probable iintt his fife inay be spared." In the 
postlscHpt he adds : " The parliament c^m^^ this 
day. to a voie on Nailer's bu^ittess, yh, th-dt lr6 
shouM hate his tongue bored, 1a bfahd sek on his 
fbfehcad, b^ set in the pUlory,Hria shipped, aW 
implisbned fot life. The qui^rtion F6r hi^ lift 
tvrfs lofet by fotirt^n voices.'^ 

On the iTth, aft^r another lotag debate, thfe par- 
liament, puriu^Tit lo their Vote, ckihe to tftie fol- 
lowing reiblation r-*-'' That Jatfitei Nkil^ be sel 
fai the pillory, iti Ihe Palabe*Yard, Wfesthiittst^, 
atirii^g the space 6f twb hours, bh Thui-^d^jr 
next, hnd be whipped by the h^ft^ihah through 
the streets from Westmihstfer tx^ the Old Ex- 
chi^nge, and there like^Vise be iset in the piHbry, 
w ith his head in the pillory, for Ih^' space oF 
{\vo hbtii^, between the fibilH orf eleven and prti^ 
on Saturday tiext;in each Jilad? ^arihg a [iip^r 
cdhtdining an inscription of hi^ crimes : iirtS 
thlatat the Old Etthange his tongue be b6fed 
through with k hot iroh, and that he bb th^fe 
afeo stigtnati^ed iu the fbrfehead *ith ihe tetter B 
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foft blaspiieaier. And that that he afterwards be 
siient to Pr i&lol^ stnd be conveyed ihto and through 
the said city oa horsebat^k^ with his face back- 
ward ; aod there also p«blidy whipped the next 
mnrkct^day aft^r he comi^ thither. And that 
frotti thewne be be Comtuiited to prison in Bride- 
well, London, and there restrained flrotn the so- 
ciety of idl people^ ai^d thei^e to labor Imrd till 
he ^ball be released by parliament ( ahd during 
tbai tiore be^debwrr^d the ^kli^ of |>^n, ink, and 
pa[^er ; and aliall fcavfe no relief bat "wrbtit lie earns 
by bis daily iafcop." 

GromWeH was wt Ifck ttoe ^oteet6r of the 
kingAomh ^hd several ptftrttttttS in behalf of Nai- 
. ler were prestofted to Wtti by ptr^ns of different 
peranasiob^ hm he recited ^^oe to reild them 
until: isdntettce Iskd tbieefi parsed. On the )Sth 
of D*cembec^ie *{u<ferfed the fif st part of hrs pu- 
niafafltnent, ^hij^^h wiA indicted with i^ch rigor, 
that apme ijtt%efi hi« ^totencc Wodd have 
been metre tmild 'if it li^d been presi^nt death. 
IStit irther part, naftiely, bormg hi^ tongne and 
bitanding hi* <ferebead> shotttd btt\ne been exe- 
cuted ^fewo days afterwards, bm he was reduced 
so tew by the ci^ei whij^pinj, that his farther 
paQtshmieat "was respited for a week. t>ui4i^ 
that ifltei tai > oHkny persond, looking upon him 
xatber a8:a madiBan, tlttin gmlty of wilful blas- 
phemy, ipemionedthe prariiament/aml Cromwell 
to remit: the? remainder of his sentence. On this 
some of the protector's cbliplains went and t:on- 
versed vilh the ciilprit> and their report fru&- 
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trated the design of thes* Q^plicatrcms. The 
^ rest of his sentence \ms e«ee6ted on tl^B Wth of 
December, after whi<ih> being wnt to Bristol, 
be was conducted through tfeat cky on horse 
back^wilh his face backward, and puhJicly whip- 
ped. Then being remanded to LoildoQ, he whb 
committed to BrideweH, 

Nailer's AofTerings br6i^ht Wm to his senses} 
and to some d^ree^f buafwfhty. He wfotfemlet^ 
ter to the magistr^es bf lirmlsoiy esdprf*m\^ ^ 
l?is repentance of bis former 'behaVi6r in thftt 
citjr. During the time of his codbfh^eikient in 
BrideweH, which wasuboit two years, hemafii^ 
fested unfeigned contrition for bis fblKesM^ ot* 
fences. Having also/ not«^ithit«s»dfng tm sen^ 
teuQc, obtained piei|> 14^^ und papbr, he wrote 
several smaH book*, in. which kte r«traeted:M«' 
pait en-ors. In 9ne ^ ibeli he *iMiy*: " C*ii*' 
demoed for e?er be all Mm worsbipar with w hi ch 
any have idpliaed my {>erBdti, in tlie night of my 
temptation, when the ^w^^ of AmkneM ^ra» 
above all ; their castings 0f llieir okitbes in %M 
way, their bowing ^d air^gin^) jStUd nil ihe vest' 
of those wild af|ti^i;is wbioh-dtd: any wmfB tetrd) 
to dishonor the Lprd, or dj»W the niiadfr bf tainy 
fmm the measures of Chmi Jetur in them^Iires 
to look at fle$h which is ^ grassi ok to dscrite 
that to the visible which. belongs ito GhcistJcesits:! 
All that i condemn, by which tkne pwrenanre of 
the Loi*d, has. been any Ways bhtsphemed through 
me, i» the time of lemptationi or ibe «pif ila of 
any people grieved. And also tbflll l^ltw tfhtdi 
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wsaaentmeto-Exieter by H. Stranger, when I 
was in prLs^m, with' these words : 'Thy nanie 
ghril be no mor^ Jam^a Nailer, but Jesus/ — this 
£ju(lge to he written from the imagination; and 
a fear strnqk me when 1 first saw it^ anxl so I 
put it in tr^y pocket* close, not intending any 
should see it ; wkicb^ they finding on me, spread 
it abroad^ whi^h' the simplicity of my heart never 
owned. So tbi« I deny ajso, that the name of ' 
G^vist J«sHs was received instead of James Nai- 
ler, or ascribe to him. — And all these ranting 
wild spirits which then gathered about me in that 
time of darkness, and all their wild actions and 
wicked words against the honor of God, and his 
pure spirit aii^ people; and deny that bad spirit, 
the power a^d due works thereof; and as far as I 
gave advatiti^> through want of judgment for 
that evil spirit in any to arise, I- take shame to 
myselfjuady. And th^t report, as tiiough I had 
nused Ooreaa Erbury • ft^m the dead eamallj, 
thia r deny also, And condemn thai testimony to 
be out of the' truth ; though that power that 
<}«iekeiis^ the d*ad I deny not^ which is the^ wortf 
of' eternal lifef.'^ 

Be likewise composed some otber pieces, 
which may be seen in SeweFs History of' the 
Quakers. These people had disowned Him dur- 
ing ht^ extravagant flights, hni after his repen- 
tance, tfeey re-admitted the lost sheep into theii? 
aeeiety. 

About the latter end of October, lOeo*, Naiter 
«et out from Lond^di^ towards the norths with aa 
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intention of gping bqme-tQ bk wife and children, 
who stijl \ivied at \V^li^pl4. Sp,qai^> miles be- 
yond Huu^ing^^n He\vjAs l^ieu iU, having, a* u-. 
was reported, b^en rpbb^d by thje way, aadieft 
J)pund. Whether be r^c^ived wy persoaal in- 

t* ary i§ not recorded^ bijtl b^ipg ^uud ia a fiel4 
y ^ Gouqtrycpan, tpw^d» qyMipg> he was carr 
fied ^o ^ fiiwd'i^ hpvi$e>. ^t Holm^.i^^ King's 
Riptpii, wberp be ^|»red in Np.vember, 1^30u 

Su^h wa^ the ^iid of tbisjf mitbusiast, who rea* 
dered hjm^df a^" ipiserf^b^ 93; piosf^ble, withpiot 
dpipg anjf ^ejfvjce tp matpjiipd- JFrpm biiBi we 
]esLfi\ %}^4^ f^ q[}<?>stiv^bjundwt source of jerxor and 
^ j];elusj||ijf^ >, psiRfiipte tb«: BgtfJBBt mischievous 
of any io its ^o^^aqMOft^e^i ^%^ sspicit of emhu7 
mm^, sp.u^re?! f>fi\yy ^iMli^n «od pi:i<fe. Tbis 
bJififJand langpyerflAbl^ ^uidi^; lj§^ 4t different 
Vpie^, ]^4 ;^p jnpredijl^fet |iiM»jb«r. pf persops of 
^eak J4^d^i^f n^ ai^^ sfrpBg iuMginatipo, ^hrwgh 
a,inazp of ^iKrh sti^^^ig^^Ped ppACCPn?UaJ»le foliyes, 
^00^ wppl^ ijoji^giftf, ^M^d jl^v§r ba,^^ wtened / 
into, the ttipugbt? pf a h^mg^jf^doj^i^d with reii- 
^on-rs^ph ft4^\^? aft haViC r^nrfifijeid the peASOJOuj 
possessed with them a plague to the >»prid, as 
wjelj a$ to 'themiselyes; \Ybil^ ^eir aptipps have 
l^jen a d^sgraqe Ip hviai|ii\ na^W;^> ^^ ^ sc^uM 
to ^f^.qlij;i?itian ffofa^. l\ \hp:pfqre h^y^ 
eyery ratipq^l fef^cjn tf) t^ajc? Bal?ti9^li^r c^fe ta 
pr^c^uj^.^ acge^ pf 39 #iag?ee^J>je a g^est Jft^ 
to his bosom, not only for his own sake, Ijut ^ 
that <>f i^e ^ciety 0^ yv^i<# ^e i^ a xqejabjf . 
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MRS. MONTAGITB. 



This lady, was daoghter af Mktthew Robinson ^ 
Esq. late of West Laytoto ia Yorkshire and Hor* 
ton in Kent, and sister to Lorrf Rokeby ol^ eccen-^ 
|ric menw^ry. She was. borii about the yenr 1730* 
The care of her edneation was commHted to her 
reUtion, the celebrated Dr. Conycri Middletbn, 
the author of ttie life of Cicero, end other admir* 
fd pqi)tieations. Und^ a tutor of «uch abilities 
it is no wonder that Miss Robinson shoukl 
have displayed an early propensity for literary 
pursuit^; ni^, it iseveti's&idtbat«b6 had trattsr 
oi^bed the whole of the Sf)ectatot at eight year« 
mljl^. This f eport almost exceeds belief, though 
it has been auested by the best authority, and 
\Va8 always solemnly affimed by I>i% Mon^y, m 
particular friend of Dr. Middlcton, as #tll fii 
of the lady W^f self- - 

From the respectability of her connexions MiW 
Hobinson was introduced to the acquaintance of 
many of the most distinguished characters of her 
time. With the amiable Lord Lyttleton she. waff 
«n terms of the greatest intimacy, mA had he 
been fnee from matrimonial ties, sh^ n^i^hl have 
commanded his ttlle and foitune. It is well known 
that she assisted this noblemad in the compost^ 
tiott of bb Dkthgues xif tke Dead, and a^me &f 
vol, £.— NO. tS« y 



tized by Google 



^ MRS. MONTAGUE. 

the best portions of that work were acknowleilg'- 
ed by his lordship to have proceeded from her peo. 
It has been ittiagined titut slie was at one time at-> 
tached to Pulleney, the celebrated earl of Bath. 
'She afterwards aecaiUiiaAkd_that nobleman and 
his lady on a tour through Germany. 

Mi$8 ftobtiiyoft eojQ^cvec) her h»ud^ Bdw^rd 
JVl49tag^e S^' of I^tHon C^aH^, in JKortluimr- 
berJAnd; g^aod^M to t^eiif $t Earl of Sa^cUvicb^ 
irhp m s)ie 8tthviv«<^ m9^' j^^rs* ^^ b^e aireae> 
i^y^a^en ib«i tjbee^riy pnNiHse of i^rlitenMry ge^ 
^oiiiis w«»ll^|.4i/Bd^poifvt)edJa. bor 9^^ years, 
^fbewii9>DOl^6o4y a ^oad' scholar bqtfk>s6et$$ed a 
so«ind judgpem md eKcelimitr ta$t4^ Tb^^se le4 
her ,toco«ipose. her I^y o^ike ,lf9fitmg^miAGe^ 
$^us Q^\ SM^^e^^f ift-engwer 'lo^ tli^ii^ivolmiftob^ 
jeemos of V dwfe. Thk ^^Sonmwim, t^i'^oi^lj^ 
«^oMFe4 jM^dtMtc^loQ qS ^ her. pe»fc mnU always nak 
whb the he^t, ill4i^ati«ii».of ^^f^wem^t}^^ Eon 
gliiib ba^ WiB not an dnHt^rateieyf^^siliioq. of ^bf 
jCMfepaslmges^ bui a eonpf^beoMi^e suirv^y of ^ 
•ttbUwtyofbw g«niii»jpf.Wi5pwft)«a<Bfkn0w4e4g« 
of bumai) nature^ and of the w<i3i^dMfu| vesaiKcei^ 
4if)i|sia»^gifiW^0A|. lVFreDcb^ide«^lH9.ii^T> 
j$i mftm$y.. pr«$uii^ U eelNlur^ ^^l^)^ of tbf 
^^itish d$&Gm for .4^'eqt^ whkk bi^ 4k>^ oqt p^i-* 
«^,,aftdH5^agger^tes the iiop«>prieti?B that. ^M^ 
«>b^fqua4inbi^W^P9^ TUet^Uiis» tbatth^ 
prqtdufliaiifi of .,n9..;iioi:t^Lca»^ \^i^ M Pfrfi^ 

£mxhi!i'eomple)fiionof *i^ Itiofces wbea,tiM?,p9i^ 
liyedi #pdi. Ja^j^ ^hal Voluir^ bepg .|iq(t» tjtv»^. 
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rottghly acquainted with. ^ £iigii»b: -laitgna^^ 
was b^r no tneaiia)Coai(>^leB| 4P ikt ^^t^k be had 

arnafnei;it and (gloffy :0ilQiir cOMitij)r« 

Mangr able judges .<rf literajry Bfief*t have # pro- 
nounced aD eulogittfRon Mrs. MoptngMe'^ .(«er-. 
fori^nce^ anrd eiraon .f^tidioMS jr^cj^iisJia^ f^' 
ruse^lit'^ilh pleasure; tlt^reieiaii^alp^^ io the: 
style^ ttud ckia-qiess ioilh^ arriulgemeat, aad a k^« 
lliev€»IeQc^.in^tbe t^i^?fccymo<tde«igo of b«r oh- 
secvt^ton^ B«$ v^ ♦wUl tWi op^eeal from our r^^-^ 
<fera . th^t Ihe ooio^aal. Job^tsoa ^voMfleiU* mid: 
'veilteti lib -qodeenitt il^naiui'edes^lM^ed^ioM. qotf^ 
jcerning it. /We cannot, however, cj^etn kim 
J aaii. unemriog owcfe.: • l\Q4epf(*^t^;jSi|iMf,'^wbiKe 
,;v«ri|:|DgsihaTie ^ttr^teid in>ia>ti^:p|iW<iK»>m^l 
i^gTI^ of.jadmiratiypa^ V. , f* * *. 

, lAie ^^^ifl^laiy cprr^pcttdfsnoe of Mc^* Man* 
tfi^ue possessed p(iuch |>l^fuli:^ess of ^ ifamoyr; 6b^> 
in .tbiijB , 4ff artmenty^ eji^eiede^ -ewn l^er.^eje- 
.bp?^te4 female mm^^nke., jf/hpm let^i^ how« , 
e^mr;d)QjtibttQl ^y^rorgmr wei^iiwrked^f^K ^tp>^ 
. pi^f^ci^n^f^^pMit^nidv^ Qf£ j^prefr* 

8iid|i> rJfyt^^t^ej.^t^j^H^ciof^hi^f^^i)?^ 
ti^©*pfla|,iG^'8Qptii(|rity,i#ps^^ ^IJipif ^pie- 

.t#l#gr t?«elle^ lW'ticjftl#»ijt' 4i#pJ^|Wd il^f i« 
l\fiif.(ao|ire«po^^nee>vitiiilri-., Mpoii^iphjisioian 
to>Cbel«ea Co4l€ge,.*o »bqa|i;ite wpt^ d^*i«ig 
her,edecAirsipiitt)jro4|^G^^any.^ iife. lived t^a 
^eryiadranieed'age/- 7^ f0)low4diig.is.«ii ^iMlrai^. 
oC. a letter i^ pkassntvy £rom thb l«dj..lt^.£^* 
MiKwey, dated. Jan, 178^ ;.-r 
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'4 Hes. moktagvc;. 

- ^ MY t>£AE DOCTOK. * 

^' I FLATTBR dijrvetf yoo 4o not love iM 
&ts V€h€Mimtly at ninety than you (lid «t eig6tf- 
nine. lodeed I fiedmy passioo for you mcrease 
y^ariy ; a miser does not love a »etp jptmea, or 
an antiquary an old ome, more than I do you ; 
like a 'mrtu0i0y t admire the verd antifut on your 
character j iMid Mt a higher price on your aiSec- 
tion every day. If the winter of the year bad 
been as pleasant a9 the. winter of yofur age^ I 
should have called on you at Chebea beferi&tbii^ 
tHne> hut it has been so havsh and severe^ that I 
iilrst not venture B»yself abrond uml^ its infill- 
ertce^** &c/ 

In private Ii(e^ Mrs. M. was an cscampie of 
liberal discretion and rational benevoleQce^ Her 
band was extended to the prolection of genius 
and to the rerief of distress. Her mansion wa& 
tiie resort -of distinguished characters^ ai|d all 
Vere ready to pay the homage due to tjhe endow* 
ments of her head and to the amiable qualities of 
her heart. Otie singular instance of her benevo- 
lence must not be passed ov^r unnoticed:— for. 
s6me years preyiousi ta her decease, ^he atmuaOy 
entertained, on the first iday of May, with roast^ 
' beef and plomb-ptkdding^ the ehimn^'swe^n 
of the melropoliv iti the court-yard of her house, 
in Portman-square ! It was reported that her pre« 
dileetion for ti^ scioty tribe oHginaied in hec hjav-*^ 
ingoMe lost a child, whicl> she found aiOMgsi 
them. Sut this cannot be a fact, for she never had» 
a family. The real eause was^ her delight. to. do' 
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Hon; mw^^ ^#*gitrfv » 

good; attd^ in iisiteUoti*ef iooaM fUnrnmsf, Mir 
ibougbt iuRT ixsgmnds tr^e partkadsriy doc to tbh- 
imfortunttte class of .sockt^i ;. ftfaw • MoBtngws 
died at ber bttee iti P^ittasMMcpmM^ iddO^ b«» 
irk^ ijeacfaed im Advanced sge^ : : . 
. NiOtirtdisiiandfli^ the mem. mpnimt tti Mg^ 
Moatague's VhidicaHam, yOkJxikVr^ i^aiamimfm^ 
fetsed.to entevtaai^ and w^ioh lorasom '•£ iIhm^ 
HitD wbicb h^ «as4B0«ictMpes gmded ^liiriBr ^ 
jp^teviisliiiessfCdr iJueimponHmaty ofldstfiHteaHw* 
fittd bkuk 9aaaf3idier^M^8iaU.«qpveisaig^ tfae M«^ 
loving/ jutdwbiQk w^se-psdhM/ hw xoal stnli^ 
inents concerning this lady;. '^ Sb^e did nOi mak^ 
« tf ad« 0f. *e^ w$> btit;w^ afi^tiy <«|feiypof dtf^ilrj 
w^m^n^ ^ lEi«d.i^^«Kil»t«it,fititeiUJof commr 

4lw9jifi meaoinji,?, - :. . .m, * ; . ,^ . r 

frU. ^. t^i^ts^ it,, is.^nMicbJBor« yteaimf; to b^ 
^Me tQia^^rtx tb«ajb^ yiiln^jMid tbe'^eodUia» 



BON, MfiS. OOD1^¥;.. 

XHB h#«1^jr«oC4Uiila^ ienf«94orifae«r dK. (iifB4 
^ qf:WQ preqkpUMe st2' iptfCUM^nt ol; ff tt W W Mi 
in whoui life is suddenly to f^nj^^mfm^iyK^sah^ 
j^fi^d;. Sim m» imftoeem ^ ^JeimyMce^, 
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»nd mater to the great duke of MarBioroiigfai. 
J)imt^4ier lesideQce at Tunbridge^ in. 174«, she 
cooceived sbcIi bo esteem for the family <d Mtss 
Sea, alterwards miotber of the cdebrs^ . Mrs*. 
BeUainy, that she offered to bring ber up and 
jMve ho: educated in every respect the s^e as ber 
4ma daugbteo Miss Godfrey. Mrs. Seal, how** 
•vier^ having at this time norwonto donbtthat 
tier deMd was amply provided for, politely de- 
dined the o^r, but agreed^ that on Mrs. Gbd- 
lireyVretiim lo town for die winter, ibe-sboQld ac-^ 
cooipat^^ «Bd spend tbreeor font months witb 

^ That sdAon being now eome^ Mrs. Godfrey 
selont for London, and nponW arriVai> heaid 
that her aoMo; bfotfaer was ghcen bver hf hi» 
^hy^icians; bat having b^en £»r some time at 
. %ara««e wHH^tlie dudvnis) on^Ok^contft of her ex- 
p6stng^ ihoogb fedaced" to a state of second 
fhildbood> the man wlia faad-Tendeivd himself 
ao famous^ an impnideqee wliiik»4eservedly gav» 
4iffence toMfs; Oodfi^,she had notthesatisfoc* 
ti<m of feeing him before he died, n&^e, it musfr 
be observed, tbat-the Suchessof Marlborough^ 
^mnchtb her discredit, used to take the duke witb> 
ber in the coach, whenever she went abroad^ 
even upoiixtbe most truriaI*OGcasions> exhibiting: 
as a public spectacle the hero, who had lately 
bajpt nations, in awe> and whose tajents in thft 
tabinet ware equal to his^ vaktaX' andf military 
{knowledge in thk ficWi 
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HOK. MM. 6^^M«BY. f 

|re<»mefit, from ptfjwg a ^wit hersfeif at Marl-^ 
%orof]gb-faoude> to^coodele wttb her 8ister*ia»Iair 
en the loss wMdi their family and the nmon had 
sustained. Having, however, ao indidatioii to^ 
ktiovf how things w^*e conduofed there^ she sent 
ber woiaa&, Mr Bosby'sdaaght^r, to make, en* 
iquiries: and tb^ latter, overcome by the inipw«« 
tanitses of* Miss Sea1> who had attmiclad Mra» 
Godfrey to town aa propoted, accompaoicd 
her to see the remains of the dake Ue ia ttate» 
When tl^y anived at the gate of Marlborough* 
hoase they found it op»,^ bat to tbeb iafiaite 
surprise, met not a living creature during^ d^B^ 
passage to the roomi ia which the body waa^ de* 
fosited. So totally waatbisgceat matt ne^ected 
m the last stage of hi» unortalr exhibttaoHy that 
not a sifi^ attandaDt^tor.one-^imaieriag tap^iv 
remained about him as tokau of respect&l at* 
tention. The. ladies were obliged to the day«* 
light aloiie for the &int view they obtained of 
die funeral decorations* This melaaoholy and 
di^espectfol' scene was no sooner described 1q 
Mrs. Godfrey by her woman, than it had such 
an effect upoaher aa^toi occasion a long and se* 
vere illnesa;: which afeleagthreducedber tosach 
a state, that had she experienced tbe same ;Beg^. 
lectful treatinent her bcpther baddpne^. she masl 
bave been buried alii^. / > 

One Sanday> fancying herself better thai|.sb(» 
bad been for some tiaoie, and able to go to cbat 
fd, as she was dressing forvthat {mrpose she sadr 
Aeoly fell dowa to aU appewmo^. deaMU 1%# 
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9r |»OtN. Mlt:9* .ftar»Ffi«Y» 

MiKe^iti9K>f'h€r wtooteQ hrevifbtCokMiel G4Mifre3r 
mio the room 9 who hating probably seen iast€u> 
4ltt bf pefsoafr r^ainio^ in a Mate of insensilM- 
lity Idrii considerable timey aocl afterwoitds reco* 
tfjing, directed tbat bis 4ady sbould be iceiBedi- 
9^y p4it into bed, and ihat two#persoaft sbould 
eoostaotty ooinliniie wilh ber^ till iodnbttubk 
sjrmptoois appeared of ber ddceaa^ The conse^ 
^oeaees .proved ivkb bow .nmeb jodgn^eAt tbe 
eoioiiel had adted. 

JKotwfth8ta2idingtheo|»ntob of diefbyaicians, 
whoaU declared that the breaedi of Jife ^easiire* 
^ov&rsMy departed; and in oppotittoii to the so^ 
lickatiofis of bis (tiehda to have tbe hc4y interred, 
liecofxtinuedreftpjoteiahkdeteimiiiatibri tiUtbe 
Sondajf foUowiag, wlien exactly i^ the Bmxm 
kcmr on ^hicb the chairge ktd iluippcbed* signs 
appeiiped of feturmBg «en«ffbflity.' So ipunotoat 
TKBMB^ntfla^einfcer'operatiom tipbn this eiivg^ar 
tecasiMf^ tfatft Mrs. Go^ey awofae ^m ber 
trance just as the chapei beU yud once inore 
vingmg; irhicbso:perf«otly eradicated from her 
memory «very traice of her insensibility^ tftat she 
blatnedheraltieQdaotsibraiGft waking'her ii^^rinie 
to go to cbuychy as 'dbe bad' ^M^oposed to ^Afhr 
Coi6ntl Godfrey, whose tend^iiess to ibis kdy 
W88^«it><^yited, taking advantage of this inci^ 
dent, prudently gave orders tfaat she dionld hf 
Hfy^i^k^she made acqni&inted with mhat %act 
iiappenied^ lestitshosild make a melaiidb^ m^ 
lirdisiott on her mind; and to the day of lier 
deith lAi^emalned ignorant of tbecii^dmstltll;^ 
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GODIVA. 

Tins lady was the wife of Leofric, Earl of 
ilerciSL, and with ber busbaad, foimded iri 1043: 
a monastery for aa abbot atid twenty.four Bene^ 
dictine monk9> at Coventry^ wbich was dedJ£at€<i 
to tbe Virgin Mary, St, Peter, a»d St. Psburgh. 
Leofric and bis lady, ,wW both died about tbe 
latter end of tbe reign of J^wjard^e CJonfessor^ 
were bufied in the church of the abbey they bad 
founded. l*he fonner se^ms to have been tbe 
irst lord of Coventry, and theiatter its greatest 
benefactress, a&wiU appeal froin the following 
extraordinary aad indeed romantic tradition^ 
which is not only firmly beUeved at Covoitry^ 
hot is recorded by saany of our historians:-^ 
The earl bad griMi^. the convent ati^d city 4a;iai)jr- 
wlnabl^previleges { bot the ii^iabitants ^yiiig:. 
oSendedi^imj be imposed pa.tbe»., very: to^asyy 
taxes; 6>r tbe gi?e^t lords to whoi|L tbe t^wna 
belooged> nnder the Anglo Saxons,.bad tbat*pri^ 
.allege, which cannot be exercise^ ^t present by, 
ai^y but tbe hoase of cooimons. \Tbepeo^ 
eoq^plaiaed grievously of the severity of tbe^ 
tiM^esx and applied to G^iva> tbe earl's lady^ %, 
wobaii of great piety and virtue, to intercede ii> 
their favour. She willingty complied with their 
xequest, but the earl remained inexorable: he 
Udd^Wisi bidy> that were shd to riSe qaked (hroii|^ 
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the streets of the city, he would remit the tax— 
xneaning that no persuasion whatever should pre* 
Tail with him, and thinking to silence her by th'i 
strange proposal ; birt >6he, sensibly touched by 
the distress of the city, generously accepted the 
term's. She therefore ^entn6?tice to the magis* 
tratesof the town, with the strictest orders that 
ifll 'dborV and/wrmdows should be shut, atid that 
ik) person sholdd attempt to look out oti p^in of 
death, 'tliese prccaiJ ti on sbeitig: taken, the lady 
rtdfe thr^trgh the city covi^rcdonly with her fine 
flowing locks. While Tiding in this nianner 
throrugh'the streets,' no one dared to look at her, 
erxcept apoortaylor, who, as a ptinishmeitt, it 
is said, for his violating the injunction of the 
litiHfe lady, which had b^n published with «6 
pibus and berievolerit tl design, wbs struck bHrid. 
This iaylor has been ever since remembered bjr 
iJie ttime of Piping Torh, and in inemoiy <tf 
the event, Tiis figure i« 'stll! hfept in the win- 
ded oFtbe house ffotiivflie?fifc6 h hsBKiA jtt^ gfttti- 
fied Ws cuHd«<y.^fte lady having ^ihni dii. 
dhtrr^d^Jereti^ag^ems^Htt^e 4^1 3^^ 
pi«6!irifie, arid-gratttefllffeirf^ U^clitrnm, \hm*iiii^ 
th^y were ^xemptea from nil ieni^. '^k^rptoeit 
c^ theitMith of '«bis'64*c4inman^e, ini wlidibw 
. ^Trinity cHikxrh are thi^ftgu re's of l*fe icw< 
iilhd his lady, 4irtdT)cneath ibe^Motring insc^ri^^ 
tWn:— -• /-''■'' ' ' .. -■.''.'• 

■ •• *' I/Leoftit, fortlieloreoflifce, ^J'J'^'' 

*^ 4)To>ttts:day, tfie tenietotettt voct ot iSbdiA ia* 
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'Cnnnalty cbmi|ieroorated on Friday in Trinity 
week, when a valiant fiiir-one rides, not lUenally 
like tliegopd countess, bot in silk, clpseiyfiUed 
to her limbs, and of colour emulating her' com- 
plexion. 'J'he figure of Peeping Tom, in the 
great street, is ako new di*es9ed on the occa- 
iMoo.-^Mr. O^tieefe has produced a musical m^ 
tertaiament oa tlm subject, written with ail the 
>d€licacy the subject would admit. « 



JOHN ORME. 

It must be a subject of pain to every humane 
mind, that by th^ admission of circumstantial 
evidence into the system of the criminal jtidica- 
tare of Britain, innocent persons have frequent- 
ly suffered the punishment due to guilty The 
fiul^^cici before us aiV<^rd6 an instance «^. a». re- 
markable aa escape from ihis fate as can, peo- 
hs(p£», be produqed* 

John Oakes resided at Mac]ele«6eld, in Cb^ 
abire, w.here lie followed, the humble oocupatioii 
of a collier, and by. his industry supported a Wge 
iami)y. About the yea** 1785, two persons, 
i^ttjQ^ I^we a«)4 Qakes, charged with, cokiuig, ' 
wcg-a apprehended at . Maeeleslield. Oakes ytm 
merely a carrier, and. towip Xhf^ actual maker <if 
the ba^ cqin \ \Mk as the law admits of po aece^ 
sary, ^\eiy pe^soj^ as&isti^lg being a principal,. 
Otak^fi^ w#i c^vi^|:ed ajf^i execiil^. LcNfte^waa 
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more fortunate ; thou^ found guilty^ mhi siM^ 
tence passed, in con«e<^eQce of a flaw in the in- 
«iictinent (ttieomisstoQ simply of the panicle oe) 
his ca^e .was referred to the opinion of the twelve 
judges, and his life sf ved. 

About this period a man, a stranger ff on 
Biroiingbain, arri%'ed at Macclesfield, and took 
a room in the house of Orme, under the pretext 
of keeping a mjux>L Here be remained a lew 
weeks, till a vacation time came on, when be 
told his landlord, Orme, be should go and see 
bis friends at Birmingham, and on bis return 
would pay bis rent. Stopping, however, longer 
than be promised, Orme from necessity broke 
open bis kidgfsr's door; when on entering the 
room be found a crucible for coining, with a few 
base shillings, the latter of which he put care- 
lessly into his pocket, but, as be solemnly pro- 
tested, did not attempt to utter them. 

A few days after this circumstance, some cotw 
ton baving been stolen fron^u.nsill in tlie neigh- 
bourhood, a search-warrant i^ras granted, when 
among others, the constables entered Orme's 
house^ where they found the above article for 
cxmiing. As might naturally be supposed^ they 
concluded that Orme was a party with Ixme and 
Oakes, and seized the instrument eagerly cany- > 
ing it before a magistrate. A warrant was im- 
mediately Ranted to appreliend Orme on a 
ctiarge of coining, and be was taken from his 
employment at the bottom of a coal-pit* Oa 
tbeur way to the magistrate's office, he was in* 
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formed by the constables of the natUfe -oif the 
charge against him; when, recollecting the bas^ 
money he had in his pocket, just as lie was en- 
tering the office, his fears got so much theas- 
cendancy over his prudence, that He hastily jmt 
bis hand into his pocket, and taking out the shil* 
lings, crammed them into his mouth, from which 
they were taken by a constable. A circum-r 
stance apparently so Goncltfsive against the 
f>risoner, cou^d not fail to have its weiglit witb 
the jury at his trial, and the poor leliow was 
convicted. Judgment of death was accord- 
ingly passed by the late Lord AWaiilj', iheut he 
Hon. Pepper Arden. 

Orme was sentenced to die with O^kes, but 
•a few days befof*e that whicli wai> appointed' to 
be his last, a brother of Onne's resident in Lon- 
don, a- cheese-fdctor and hpp-mcrchant in the 
Borough, arrived at Chester with a respite for 
a fortnight. In this iaterVal a gentleman ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of the case, 
drew op a petition to the fountain of mercy, . the 
kingj and principally assisted by the late Rolls 
Legh, Esq. procured the signatures of a. cotisi- 
derable part of the grand jury to the'sauae.— 
Orme's respite expired at one o'clock on M on- 
4«^, the hour that was to terminate his enrtlily 
existence. On the Saturday night preceding, 
his friends waited at the j>ost-oflice with an anx- 
iety and soiipitude that woPds can but faintly de- 
scribe : at the hour of eleven, the unpropitious 
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feind utiwejceme iiifonnatioii atrWed iha^ all ba4 
tfaited. 

This failuve had arisen iu co<Hsec]^en^ of th^ 
prisoner aUenpfiog to breaik oat of gaol after 
-sentence had been passed :~ and b^e the rough 
but honest blamness of Mr. RoUsJL^gh ought nof 
to be forgott©n,-^On applying to the foreman 
of the grand j«ry to siga the petition, the latter 
^objected, saying, '^. he €oald not, as Orme had 
attempted to break out of the castle." Mr. 
Legh exelaimed— ^' By G*— d «o woaM yoii^ 
if yo« were under sentence of deaib." 

Nor afa.y of Wopcwas now left, and the un* 
fortunate prisoner had no expeoiation of living 
beyond the appointed rootiiefti;. Accordingly 
the drea4ii]l a<^onlponinil^nts^ of a publie^ igt 
nominious death were preparfed-^ahurdJle to <;ak<' 
Mis body to the fatal tree (as in oases of peity 
treason), the sheriff 's officers were ail somaw^^ 
ed, and a oof%n was inade te recnve bis remoniSfc 
.^pported by coftscioosu ioDooence, nev^* was a 
man bttt^NT prepAire^ to meet so aw{iiljui ead 
than Orme; ail the Sunday his miiad ^vas serec^^ 
pla6id, a»d eciittfoHable, not the teast emoti^i^ 
not evena si^ escaped him:; and when the newin 
arrived of bis d'eliveranoe from tkaliiy he sUe^ti^jr 
^^ceiv^d it with apparent disappointmeilit. AbcHft 
ten o'clock oa that night the king'^spef^iAl mea*- 
jsenger arrived with a. jreprieve, the {teraeveriag 
and fra^mai siifection of his brother, baviag al* 
tiqaately ^neceeded. He saffered, bowevsf ,, five 
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,yt^n kicarceratUm in the casde, ftovii ^ ^inw 
of his reprieve, and the governor, the li^te Mr* 
Faithftil Tfaomag, ba» been beiod to any, he did 
as much good in Mnding reUgions traels t& the 
prisoners, a» any ^rdiatiTy oeuld possibly Uaver 
done in the same period. 

He survived his liberation (procured by the 
late Judge Bearcroft) nearly sixteen yeiars;^ 
brought up a' large family by honest industry ^ 
and bis memorj', we hope, will be embalmed 
with the poor man's only meed, ne:rt to the sa- 
tfsfnctkHi of his own heart-^^the approbation o^ 
po9te4rvty. He di«d at Macclesfield iii i906^ 



MAltY BELANY. 

• 
ITHIStlady eininently distingiH$hed fcnrher itn^ 
nuitjs was born at a small country-bouse of h%tf 
father's at Cbirtsiton In Wiltshire on the I4th 'of 
Itf ay 17001 H^ descent 'an4 family connections 
t^ere highly honoral»le, she behog the daughter of 
B^maW; a }*ouhger brot!>er of Oa^br^ Granville 
Es^/'dftrerT^ards Lwd Land*ltewW> ^'aHfWtefettmw 
irhisc' virtaesufW abilities, Ni^h'dse frtendship 
with Pope ahS Sttift) aitd other- ethlnent wntem 
of liis age, together with his ^neral frtiitrdnago 
of m^n of genius, have been do often ♦i^corded. 

Belongrng to such k faittity Misr Grdhville 
tould not fail 6f receivirig the bel»t -educatiiont 
She resided: chiefly with her aunt. IjUly S^«; 
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m Whitehall, but paid frequent visits to her tm- 
cle LandsdowD in the country. In the society of 
a noblettian, ypHo united the accomplishments of 
the polite courtier^ with tb^e of the elegt^ 
scholar, her understanding w^aiuch improved, 
her ta^te refined, and she acquired a grace and, 
-dignity of manmei's which she presetfed till -the 
close of her life* 

At Long Leat, the seat of the "Weymouth fa- 
mily, occupied by Lord Landsdown during the 
minority of the heir. Miss .Granville first saw- 
JVIexunder Pendarvis Esq> a gentleman of large 
property at Rqscrow in the county of CorowaH. 
He immediately paid his addresses to her, and 
so strenuously were tb«y supported by her uncle, 
« bom sh^ had not the courage to refuse, that she 
gave a reluctant consent to the to^tch, and accor- 
dingly it took place in the course of two or three 
ureeks, «he being then in the seveij^eeatb year <lf 
her age^ 

. In consequence of a great t^pari^ of years, 
and other causes, she waa very unhappy durii^g 
the ttfoe this connection, lasted. She bowetret: 
eHpplo}'^d tl^retireinent to which she w^as i^onr 
fated iuihjB.farlber!,c^ltivatieji of her un(jLe»itabd* 
io^g, iuict panicularly.made a gneat proficiency ixx 
Viustc lo I't'M i&he became a widowy on vrhichop- 
ci^on fibe quitted Oprnvrall and fi^ed her princi* 
pal jf;esidence in X«Qndon* 

; Eors€vejralyeai*s, between 1730 and 1736, she 

jiMuntained a correspondence witb Dean Swift, 

^odiwneotliQr tetters, are, inserted jn hJMvpj.ks* 
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'In 1743 Mfter remaMllg a widow nioet«feii ytmn, 
«k« wta mMrri^ to Dr. Dielafiy^ with whom sbc 
4bod Ibng bete ivcquaiiiteH. I^bit unioti^ wImcK in 
iKidH^ degree compensated (or the unhappinett cf 
tiic fbraier^ wa^ ilisMi^il by the decease of. the 
doctor m May* 174^. 

Mrs. Dftowy had an her ^ufy 3Fear» farmed «ir 
4ntitiiaN^y wMi the duchess dowa^r of ^Dvlland^ 
oftd wbieb aftcfr this event Iier griKse ciihivated 
*whh inci^a^ed ttslidnky. In winter scarcely a 
tlay passed in which ^ne dvehess^, unless confined 
try iHness^ did notpasd soio^ tifioe with Mro* O^ 
feny at her house in St. Jamet's Place, the snm- 
mcr was spent by the latter at Buistrode^ the el^ 
^nt mansion of her f«i0od, or in eKcursioiw 
among her rdatioiw in thecotinties of Warwick 
and Staflrord. 

On the death ofthe dti6hW8>the ki^ assigiie<£ 
her, as a stimmer^tesidcnee, a house at Windsor 
completely furnished, and to pi^e^eiit ineonveni- 
etice from this increMededtablishmeiit, confc^rrcdi 
' oti her a pension of three hvndred pounds- a year.- 
•The mannet in which this pension was pttidy ad- 
ded to the gtaeefWness of the gift; *Bo pf^tent 
th^ Customary deductions, the queen hersell, hi 
the moit condescending manner, carried to her 
•every ha>f year the bank'-noces in. hcr poicket. 
'Mrs. Delany did not stftiid in need of this gifi^as 
an eieemosinary appointment; the munificent 
W the king pt^ee^ei IVom the ^teem which 
rtieirmajestiesentertaifiedof her character, aad 
tMUBkth^ 4/t^m to have Bear tbem:> lady of 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



If MARY l>£LANY. 

««ch uneommon merit aad endowments. T0 
the latter it is owing that Mrs. Deiapji has 
been admitted to a place in this work. She was 
particularly distinguislied tot her skill in painting 
and in other ingemptife arts, one of w Uich was 
entirely of her own invention* ' With respect ta 
jpaibting> she was late jn her applictitioq to it. 
She.did not learn to draw till she was more tliaii 
.thirty years of age, when she, put herself under 
the ii^t/uction of Qoupy, a, fashionable miisti^ 
sof tlmt time, and much employed. by the father 
of. his present majesty. She did not take to oil* 
patntiog till she was past forty. So strong w^ 
^r p^sion for this ^rt, that she was frequently 
known tOv<*mploy herself ip it, day after day, 
irprnt^i^' o'clock in the morning till dinner-time, 
allowing only a short interval for breakfast* She 
wa^ pHucipaJly a copiest, but, a very fine one. 
^he only considerable original work by her ia 
-oil was the raising of Lazarus, which, after he;r 
•(k«tth> oame into the pps$ession of h»r friea4 
Lady. Bute. The numbex of pictures painted by 
h(^r, considermg Jkioyv late jt was in life befoiie 
.she applied to the .art, was very gre^t. H^r own 
bo^se waS'fullof .them,, and others were among 
ilie chief orn^men.t^ of Calswick, Wel$baum and 
11am, the jrespectiye. residences of her nephew^ 
..Mr. Griinyille. apd Mr. Dewes^and her niece 
Mrs. Pqrt. ' .. : , 

Awiong other accomplishments Mrs. Belanjr . 
•xcell^4 i*^ embroidery and sbell-ivprk ; «^nd ia 
ih% cftiir^CtOf ; b^. life pi-od«e4 «Uuiy el^^t 
, 3 . 

■ • V • 
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^ecicneiis of her skill in these respects* Bat 
what is more remarkable with regard to her is, 
that, at the age of seventy-four she invented a 
new and beautiful mode of exercising her inge- 
nuity. This was by tl^ construction of a Flora 
of a most singular kind, formed by applying co- 
lored papers together, and which might not im* 
properly be called a species of mosaic work. Be- 
ing perfectly mistress of her scissars, she cut out 
the plant or flower which she purposed to imitate; 
that is she cut out its various leaves and parts in 
such colored Chinese paper as suited her subject; 
atul as she cotild not always meeWwith a color t6 
correspond with the one she wanted, she then 
dyed her piaper to answer her wishes. She 
used a black ground as beat calculated to throw 
out her flower; and not the least astonishing 
part of her art was, that though she never em- 
ployed her pencil to trace out the form or shape 
of the plant, yet when she applied all the pieces 
of which it wais comp<>sed, it hudg so loosely and 
gracefully, that every one who saw it \tas per- 
suaded it must have been drawn oot and repeat- 
edly corrected by a most judicious hand, before 
it could have attained the ea§e and air of truth 
which, without any impeachment of the honor 
of this accomplished lady, might justly be called 
a forgery of Nature's works. The effect was su- 
perior to what painting eould have produced ; 
and so imposing was her art, that she would 
sometimes put a real leaf of a plant beside one of 
her own creation, which the eye' could not de- 
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detect ertn when she, hfir«lf pQ«t«d il wlU 
Mn. Delany contiaued in tbe prMeeutton of 
her design tiH the eighty- lifiird year of ber age 
.when the ctimBeiw of btir sight o^bMged h^ to Uf 
itasidci, Howerer^ by. her unwewied persevef* 
ance^ siie hecame aothor^ss of by £BMf ^ noei 
convpiete Ficura ever executed by the s«pi^ bcmd. 
-The number of plants ftnii^d by her agaoimt^ 
io ^ire handred and eighty. ^ This invaluable 
<^olleelio« she bec^ueatl^ to her nephewi Goitrft 
Dewes^ E«q, . 

The liberality of Mrs. Pehmy's ibiod rendered 
ber at all times ready to commonieate her. art. 
4She frequently pursued her work in company: 
was deetrons of shewing to her frie»ds how emf 
it was to execute ; and was often heard to lameat 
that so few would attempt it. It required^ how^ 
-ever^ two essential reqiiiiites 1» undertake it wi^ 
success^ gi^eat patience^ axid a gf^eat knowledge m 
botanical drawing. ' 

When Mr^. Ddafyy tiad entered tlie c^^eA 
year of her ag«^ idie prefixed to the first ^a l w ie 
of ber Flora the fofiowing ]ine«^ hacring never 
written^ so far as b known^ mj vetiea befbpe*^ 



*^ HsU to <lie^|«ppy ho«r wM* Fmcj led 
My pensive roind tJie flowery path to tiwad. 
And gaye me emulatbn toppresunie 
1V^ ttiaid Art to tracd felr N^atdre'i Mooitf^f 
T* tcie^r with t«re Ote freat cn»tSm po««r 
That sbines. oonfest m Ute Buft^test ilower ; . 
With wonder to pursue tlie glorious line. 
And gratefully ad^re the lumd- divine/' 



..'.i 
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These lines are succeeded by what follows, in 
prose: 

" This paper Mosiuc work was begun in the se- 
veiHj«!-fourth year of my age, which I at first only 
meant as an imitation of an Hortus siccus, and 
as an employment and amusement to supply the 
loss ^f. those that had formerly been delightful to 
me, but bad lost their power of pleasing; being 
deprived of that friend, whose partial approbation 
was my pride, and had stamped a value on them. 
Though the eiiect of this work was more than I 
had expected, I thought that a whimof myowu 
fancy might tbndly beguile my judgment to 
think better of it than it deserved; and I should 
have dropped the attempt as vain, had not the 
duchess dowager of Portland looked on it witU 
favourable eyes. Her approbation was such a 
sanction to myi^undertaking as made it appear of 
consequence/ and gave me courage to go on with, 
confidence. To her I o\^Be more than I dare ex* 
press; but my heairt will ever feel,, with tbe ut- 
most^ratityde apd tendecest fifiection,' \\j^e bo^ 
nor and delight I hav^ eiyoyed in her most gene-r 
rous, steady: and delicate friendship, for above 
forty years. , , . 

,; '' MARY' DELAWY. 

/ ■ . ' ; '' ■ ' \ 

„ The same desires, the saine ingenious arts 
Delighted both. — We own'd and bless'd that power 
That joiu'd «t onc« our stuoies and oor hearts ! -^ 

Jtftfttn, Elegy iff. 

^ Bulstffode 5tb July, 1779." . : . .; 
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'The foHowing p)en!*ing aneerfote relative tor-tT^isr 
subject shouW not be omitted : — Mrs. Delany, 
whilc^in Ireland was present€d with a citron, the* 
seeds of whifih she planted, and reared to a tree, 
which at the time of her leaving that cjotrtitry was^ 
i« its per fectton. Wh€»i she was become ena- 
mored of her new work, she often wished tcr per- 
petuate the tree she had left behind her, and in- 
timating this wish to the duchess dowager of 
Portland, her noble friend with that benevo- 
kiic<; which distinguished her character, contriv- 
ed to get the tree sent over to Boktrode. As^ 
soon as it was recovered from the steeidents of 
so long a joomey, rt was placed in' the giallery, 
and when Mts. Delany arfmired the beauty of the 
plant, she was informed by ber grace that it wag 
the identical tree she had so often been desirous 
of obtaining. Hie' celebrated Mr. Keate hap- 
pened to pay a visit at Bulstrod^ jtrst as Mrs- 
Ddany hAd finished thfe portrait of a branch of 
hel* fiavoiirite citr6n-tte0: atid 'hearing the history 
6f it, a'defelre was excfted thhffn,* of iommemo-' 
faCting sill event, which gave him an opportunity 
of recording the abilities 6f Mrs. Delany, and 
the discerning and attentive friendship of the 
duchfess. This he iaccordingly did in an elegant 
copy of verses entitled *^ A Petition from Mrs. 
Delany 's Citron Tree to her giace' the Duchess 
dowageuof Pprtland.'*^ 

In 178^ Mi^ Delany lost her sight, and on 
the 15th of April l'?88 she expired, after a short 
iudisposition^ at<helr houg^ itvSt. Jmm^'t JPlace^ 
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having nearly completied the eighty ftighfh j*ear 
of her age. She w{» buried in a vault of St» 
James*s Churchy and on one of its coluovns s^ 
stone is erected to her memory briefly recording 
her descent, marriages and character. 
, Mr. Walpole in the later editions of his '' An* 
ecdotesof painting/' speaking of a particular pic* 
ture, which was in the possession of the ducb^ss 
dowager of Portland, expresses himseif in a note 
as follows: '^ This portrait the dncbess, at her 
death, b^qoeatb^ed to ber friend, the. widow of 
I>r. Dttkmy aad correspondent of Dr. Swift: a 
lady of excellent sense and taste, a pai n tress m 
oil, who, at the age of scventy^five invented 
tbe ait of paper Mesai^, with which naaterial, 
coloteiy she in eight years, executed within 
twenty of a thousand various flowers, and flower-^ 
ing shnibs, witb apreoision and trutb unparaUel^* 
ed." 



EDWAIID WORTLEY MONTAGUE.. 

W^ERE it possible to collect a coiapkte aiccooatit 
of the variegatfed ecenes of which the itfe of thife 
mosteccentric person IPC as ooiBposed, the work 
WKMiM probably be as entertaining as any in the 
English language. His father was cf the same 
aame as himself, and his mother was Lady Maiy 
Woi^y Mowlagae celebrated for her aocom* 
pUdhments a»4 her liiei^ry takms^ 
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Their son was placed for education at Wes(r 
minster School, but from that seminary he ran 
away three several times. Exchanging clothes 
with a chimney-s\Teeper, he followed for some 
time that disgusting occupation. He then en- 
gaged with a fisherman and cried flounders at 
Rotherhithe. He afterwards sailed as a cabin- 
boy to Spain^ where he had no sooner arrived 
than he ran away from the vessel, and hired him- 
self a driver of mules. 

After leading for some tirtie this vagabond life, 
. be was discovered by the English consul, who 
sent him home to his family, by whom he was re* 
ceived with demonstrations of the most sincere 
joy. A private tutor was employed to recover 
those rudiments of learning, which a life of dis- 
feipation and vulgarity niight have obliterated* 
He was then sent to the West Indies, where he 
'remained some time, and on his return to England, 
was chosen a member in two successive parlia- 
ments. 

Sqop after his reconciliation with his father, 
the latter cHed very suddenly, wrthoat having al- 
tered his will, as he intended, in favour of his 
son. Not long afterwards he had the mi$fit)rtune 
lo offend his mother irreconcileably. The cause of 
thisjantipathy wasiprobabty an upion which be is 
said to liave formed with a female who aspired to 
a characteriM> higher than th^t of a wasberwotnaiv. 
As the marriage was solemtiized in a frolic, b^ 
never deemed her sufficiently his wife to cohabit 
with her, but allowed her a maiut^nance. T^p 
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I'oo submissive to be troublesome on account of 
the conjugal rights, she Hved content on this 
stipend. 

Whatever might have been the cause of his 
mother's inflexible aversion, certain it is that she 
cut him off* with a shilling from all the inheri- 
tance she ever had it in her power to leave him. 
Previous to this event he had quitted his native 
country involved in debt, and as if uuable to 
conquer a propensity he had imbibed in early 
youth, commenced the wandering traveller he 
continued till the time of his death. He was 
abroad when he received his mother's legacy, 
•which he gave with the utmost gaiety to k friends 
By these means a vast estate came to Lord Bute 
who had married the sister of Mr. Montague. 
Nevertheless, that nobleman^ with a generosity 
highly creditable to his heart ceded to his bro- 
ther-inJaw much more than he could possibly 
have claimed or obtained by litigation. 

Mr. Montague had very accommodating prin- 
ciples and a fine constitution for travelling.. The 
last fourteen years of his life were entirely spent 
in foreign parts, where he became enamored of 

the dress and manners of Arabia, to which he 

If ' 

conformed to the. end of his life. Before that 
time he had been frequently heard to say that he- 
had long since drunk his full share of wine and 
strong liquors, and that he had never once Wen 

fuilty of a small folly in the whole course of his 
fe. 

He was now a perfect patriarch in his manners^ 
VOL.£.— NO. JB. 2 a 
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and had wive^ of almost every nation. When 
he was with Ali Bey in Egypt, he Tiad his bbtis- 
hold of Egyptian females. At Constantinople 
ihe#Grecian women had charms to baptivate this 
unsettled wanderer. In short he knew perfectly 
well how to accommbdate his faste to the coiin- 
try in which he was. But, coritiniially shifting 
his place, he never perniiitted his wives to 
attend him, considering them as bad travelling 
companions. 

The best account of thetAanners of this ^ihgu- 
lar man is given by the late Dr. Mdoi-e in his 
Travels in Italy, in company with the ddkfe *<5f 
flauiihon. '' Hearing/* says this Writer/*' tHki 
Jlf r. Montague resi(led at Venice, the duke had 
4hfc curiosity to wait on that e'xtra()rtiltl^ry *miEln. 
He met his grace'at Ihe stair-hiead, '^rid led tjs 
through some apartments, furnisheil ih the *Ve- 
lietian manner, into an Inner rodtti in qUtte a 
different style, 'there were ho chairs, but he 
ilesired us to seat ourselves bn a si^pha while he 
placed himself on a cushion on the Hbbr, Wiih' 
his legs crossed in the Turkish fashion. A*y6ung' 
bfack slave sat by "hi in, and a venerablfe old mdri, 
#itha long beard, served us with coffee. 

'^ After this collation some aromatic gums were' 
brought and burned ih a little silver vessel. MK 
Montague held his nose over the steam for some 
ininutes andshiiffed up the perfume with peculi- 
ar satisfaction; he afterwards endeavoured, to 
collect the smoke with his hands, spreading and 
tTubbin^ it carefully along his' beard, which hiing^ 
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i»rho9f^ ^i^gint^ tft.bJsjgiWk^ W^e bad a gfeat, 
d^XM c:(^#y^rs^ip», wWh tjii^ v^ne^aWe looking 
P^«B^* w^ 13, tfl^ tl^ \m degree acute, com- 
i?3LU|MicatiiViQ «Mi4 ^[Qiiif rt«tfM,»g, a^jd in, wbose dis- 
cpi|r^,^4 i^ftW^'^fr^ W^ded t^e vivacity of 
« i'r^ftch«HUi< witli th^ grayil^X Q^ ? Turk. We 
fqijoci him, howe^eo w0*?<Jerfiilly prejudiced in 
fyjjvm oi the Turkish cbwacter a«d manners^ 
whkh lie thi^^fe&ipiiAuteJy preferable to the Euro- 
pe^n^ or those o£ aay other hatioo. 
. '^ ife desiiJrilwBs the Turksiia general as a peo- 
ptJ^.of great, ^eikse and integrity> the most hospi- 
t^bl«^ genecoius anA the happiest of mankind. 
Bo, talks of cetiuming as soon as possible to 
Egypt, which he paints aa a perfect paradise ; 
1^ thinks that^ bad it not been otherwise or- 
d^itfid ftur wise pturposes, of whici^ it does not 
b^om^ ua ^ jiodge, the childtreii of Israel would 
cerESfci^ly bayeiehiMea to rQioain where they were, 
QuA bAV)e eod£a%o£ed to drive the Egyptians to 
tbAlaQdoif €ainaan. 

<^ Tboiigb Mr^ Mbnttign*^ barely ever stirs 
abroad, he returned the duWs visits; and as we 
Wiere not pioyjded with eiujbioins, be sat, ^hUe 
' b0 sitaid, vpiQ*^ a soplia^ with hisiegs «nder hina^ 
fi3(be baddoibe at his own house. ,This posture 
by long habi4> b now become the most .agreeable 
tOtbAin^ a»dhe insists on its being by far the 
nipst nattwal aad eor\venient; but indeed he 
sterns to cherish the same opinioa-with respect 
to all the customs which {)revail among the Turks. 
I emiid Qot hdpi fientioningone which I suspect-> 
S A 2 
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ed would be thought both unnatural a:nd incon* 
venient by at least one half of the human race ; 
that of the mea being allowed to engross as nmny 
tromen as thev can maintain, and confining them 
to the most insipid of all Jives within their ha- 
rems. * No dpubt/ replied he, ' the women are 
all enemies^ to polygamy and concubinage ; and 
there is reason to ima^ne that this aversion of 
theirs^ joined to the great influence they have 
in all christian countries has prevented Maho* 
metanism from making any progress in Europe. 
The Turkish men, on the other hand/ continued 
he, > hav* an aversion to Christianity eqnal to 
tlmt wliich the christian women have to the reli- 
gion of Mahomet. Auricular confession is per- 
fectly horrible to their imagination* No Turk, 
of any delicacy, would ever allow his wife, par- 
ticulaily if he had but one, to hold private con- 
ference with a man, on any pretext whatever. 

*^ I took notice that this aver^on to aoricular 
confession could not be a reason for the Turks' 
dislike to the protestant religion. ^ That is tine,' 
said he, ' but you have other tenets in ^ommoii 
wrth %he catholics, which renders your religion 
^ odious as theirs. You forbid polygamy and 
concubinage, which, in the eyes of the Turks, 
who obey the . dictates of the religion they em- 
brace, is considered as. an intolerable hardship. 
Besides, the idea which your religion gives of 
heaven is by no means to their taste. If they 
believed your account, they would think it the 
most tirespnie and comfortless place in the uni- 
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Y^rse, wd not ope X^^^k apaopg |^ thoqsati^ 
woul^ gQ to th^ pbvis^^^n b^^ven if he bad bi» 
cbpice. Ji^jJtly, tb« ohrifttian r^iigion considers 
women i^? cre^ur^ upon a l^v^I witb men, ^\i^ 
equally enti$1^4 tp ^very enjoyment both \\ere 
and hereafter. Wh^^ tb^ Turks ar? told tbjs/ 
Md^d be^ ^ they ^re not surprised ab being in- 
fprm^d ^IsQ^ Umt women^ in general, are better 
cbriatia^f tliw men; bpt they ve perfectly astor 
{M^^d thaj i^ji^pioipR which they tbipk cpntra- 
j-y to i^ppjmqp p^ps^, sbp^d subsist among $be 
yatippal^ jth^J; is tp i^y, th^ in^le p^rt of chri^ 
tian(9. It j|s i^pp^sihle/ ad/^d H^' ACpntagne, 
f ^o djrive it pyt pf tii/? b^d Pf a^ ipi)s^u]n5an> 
th^t W9WfP V^ pr^^tiir^ pf ^ ^nhprdinfUt^ sppT 
pie^,.<?realeijl mefply tp cppifort ^n4 ^pmse ippiep 
/luriRjO; theji: jpurney through tW* vajji WQrid> 
bnji by np npieapis worthy pf ^icponap^nying be- 
liev/fiy to JPj^radise, whejre fero^lfs^ of a natijre 
f^ fsuperipr tp wpn^f n, w^it with impatience 
^o receive ^U pipn# rpuf^plfli^o? into their .^rms/ 
^' I^ is jje^e^ tp re]^e t^ ypi^ ^py more of 
pur cpnvi^^tipp.. 4 Ja/Jy tp nvbom I was giving 
p« Wflount p^ it th^ d^y m wV^9h 4t happened, 
cpji|Ifl wjy^h ^ii^culty ^IJ^w me to proceed thus fa.r 
ip pjy pfirrfition J bat Jntprriipling ip^ ^ith jip* 
pai^iispce, ^h^^»§»^, sl^ >y,fif 8|f^rpri.&ed I copid re- 
peat # \thf ;^j%sensi<?§J, it^tesJaWg, impio^i 
. ifl*?il»# ,pf rt^ p4wis ;Mabp»^t,^p# i and sh^ 
^p^igbt %, ^l4W«aff^e ^b^WilfJ b^ m^t back t^^ 
j^jpt y/ji|h.bi? lofig jfe>e^d, AM^d* a«* ;bi^ a^pwedi 
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however reasonabFe they might appear to Turkg^ 
oDght not to be t^lerat^d in any Christian land/*^ 
The concluding transactions of the remarkable 
life of Mr. Montague have been thus related r 
During bis residence at Venice, he received in- 
telligence of the death of the original Mrs. Mon- 
tague, the washerwoman, and as he had no issue 
by her, his estate was Kkely to devolve to the se- 
cond son of Lord Bute. To prevent this he re- 
solved to return to England and iharry. He ac- 
quainted a friend with his intentions, and com- 
missioned that friend to advertise for any young 
decent woman who might be in a pregnant state* 
The advertisement was inserted shortly after ia 
^neof theriiorning papers, and consisted of the 
following words : — *^ Matrimony. A gentlemait 
who hath filled two succeeding ' seats in parlia- 
ment, is near sixty years of ag-e, lives 'in greatr 
splendour and hospitality, arid from whom a con- 
siderable etetate must pass if he dies withodt is- 
sue, hath no objection to* marry any widow or 
single lady, provided the p^riy be of genteel 
birth, polished manners, and five, six, seven, 
of eight months gone in her pregnancy. Letters 

directed to- —Brecknock, Esq. at Wiirs 

Coffee-house, facing- the Admirialty, will be ho- 
nouted with due attention, secrecy, and every 
possible mark bf respect.'^ Several ladies an- 
swered this^advertisemcnt, one of whoih was- se- 
lected as being the most ' eligible object. She 
waited tvith ei^erness for the arrival of her expec- 
tediMidegroom from Venice 5 but, vrhile he wds * 
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m bis Journey^ death arrested bim in bis ca- 
reer. 

This account, however, has been positively con- 
tradicted, and if the former statement relative 
to the generosity of Lord Bute be correct, it cer- 
tainly appears highly improbable that Mr. Mon«- 
tague would behave in the manner here describ- 
ed, tovi^ards the family of that nobleman.' Cer- 
tain it is, that, on his return to his native couiv- 
try, in the passage from Marseilles to England, 
he was choaked with the bone of a becca-figim 
in 1776. . . * 

Mr. Montague possessed great natural abilities, 
and an abundant portion of acquired knowledge. 
With the Hebrew, the Arabic, Chaldean, and 
Persian langjuages he was as well acquainted as 
with his native tongue. He published several 
pieces ; among the rest, a tract entitled, ^* Re- 
jections on the rise and fall of ancient Repub- 
lics," and another, '^ On the Exploration of the 
.Causes of Earthquakes." 



JOHN JAMES HEIDEGGER. 

Few characters have a jtfster cldim to a place 
in o\ir collection than John James Heidegger. 
He Was the son of a clergyman of Zurich, in 
Switzerlatid, wheiehe ^as bbVn about the year 
ie^. Arrived w j^eai^bf^nianbood, he married, 
but left his country in consequenct of an intrigue. 
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Having visited tbe principal eoi^ts of Bnrope, 
in the bumble station of a domestic, be acquired 
A taste for elegant pleasures ; which, joined to a 
strong ineltnation for voluptuousness, by degrees 
qnaUfied him for the management of public 
amosements« 

In 1708, Heidegger came to England, where, 
^j his address and ingenuity, he soon obtained 
Ifbe chief direction of tlie opera house and mas- 
^ltter94e«. In this situation be is said to have 
•cfiamulated a fortune of five thousand pounds 
per annum. He possessed an extraordinary me- 
IBory, and great facility of writing operas ; but 
hi^ perecn, thoil^ tail and well made, was un- 
commonly disagreeable, from the excessive ug- 
iineBS of his face, which was scarcely human. 

Heidegger was one of the first to joke on his 
own ugliness, and once laid a wager with-Lord 
Ohesterfield that, within a certain time, his lord- 
chip would not be able to produce %o hideous a 
face in all London. After a strict search, a wo- 
man was found whose features were, at first sight, 
thought even stronger ^baaxhose of the Count^aB 
be ^as ludicrously called; but on clapping her 
head-di?ess ^ppii h^im, be wa^ uniirersally allowed 
lobe the ugliest. 

This sipgjar man wbo^ jn t(ie tiydftb ngip^^ 

of the Tatler, i^ bumo^pu^ly ^yled ^ Sw^eQU, m 

'^Uusj^u to bi^ preparirjg the;Sif>ger^ at the.Oji^f^i 

bouse. Jived pn .tjersns of Jf^^t /j^mili^ity vjtji^ 
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hiad«him pay dearly for it. Of this the fbllow*- 
itig carious anecdote is recorded : 

The facetious Duke of Montague, (the memo- 
rable author of the Bottle- conjuror at the Hay- 
market), gave an entertainment at the Devil 
Tavern, to several of the nobility and gentry, se- 
lecting the most convivial, and a few hard drink- 
ers, who were in the plot. Heidegger was in- 
viced, and in a few hours after dinner was so 
drunk, that he was carried out of the room,- and 
laid insensible upon a hei\ : a profound sleep ensu- 
ed, when Mrs. Salmon's daughter was introduced, 
who took a mould from his face in plaister of 
Pafis: from this a mask was made ; and a few 
days before the next masquerade, at whtch the 
king promised to be present, with the Countess of 
Yarmouth, the duke made application to Hei- 
degger's valet de chambre, to know what sort of 
of clothes he was likely to wear ; and then procur- 
ing a sinriJar dress, and a person of the same sta- 
ture, he gave him his instructions. On the even- 
ing of the masquerade, as soon as his majesty 
was seated (who was always known by the con- 
ductor of the entertainment, and by the officei*s 
of the court, though concealed by his dress from 
the rest of the company), Heidegger, as usual, 
ordered the music to play ^ God save the King ;* 
but his back was no sooner turned, than the false' 
Heidegger> ordered them to play ' Over the waier 
to GliarJey.' The whole company were instantly 
thunder-struck, and all the courtiers, not in the 
ploti iwere thrown into a stupid consternation. 
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^eid£ggesf|e\rtotihe I|)u^icga1IeIy, swore,^t«mp* 
ed^ raved, accused the miiskians of druAlceoness^ 
prof l;>^ag suboraed to iiuia htm. Theking and. 
the aou>Q>ties^ laughed so im)nodera,tely, thskt they 
hazarded a discoverJ^ Whiles Heidegger stood 
io^the gallery, '' God save the kiag' was the tune ; 
but wheo, after settiag matters to rights, he re- 
tired t^ one of the dancing rooms,, to obeerve if 
decon^Qi was kept by the company, the counter- 
feit ^eppad fprward, and placing himself upon 
the floor of the theatre, just before the music 
' gallery, called out in au audible voice, imitating 
Heidegger, saying they were blockhead?, fcad not 
be just told them to play ' Charley oyer tb^ 
water?' A pause endued; the musicians, wW 
knew bis qharacter^ in th^ir turo^ thought bkii 
either drtvnk or mad : but as be continued \^% 
▼ooiferatiion^^ Charley was played again-. At this 
repetition of the supposed affronjt, some of the? 
officers of the guards were for aseencting the gak 
lery, and kicking the musicians o«Mi ; but the then 
Duke .of Cumberland, who could hs^dlf cqq* 
tain himself, interposed. The company were 
^rowp into the greatest confusion ; — ''Shame! 
sban^e !' xesoaoded from all parts> and Heidegger 
once more flew in. a violent ii^ ta tliat part of 
the th«atve feeing the gallery. Here the Duke 
of Montague avtfutly addressing himself to him, 
told him ' tbe kin^ waa m a violent pas^i^ ; that 
h^^ : be^ W'^y vv «t3 to go instantly, and make an 
apalogy,, for certainly the musicianft wece* mad 
4^:«ift€uri¥^rd9 dischai^ them/ Almoftt m .the 
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Mse HrttoBtfae jdrder^ the ftfUe MMegJget to4^ 
the mimt. The loeenenow becMie truly c6mi6 
before the kings Heideggerlwul no sooner ^nad^ 
a getitte aipotegy'for 'the insolence of his tntwici-* 
ans, ' but the iWie Heidegger advtfn^^eil^ and ^n « 
Jjlaln'tilfe tone t*ried 6ut, "Indeed, srre, »ittra» 
not mytfault, but that deviFs in my Hkctoess:** 
Podr Heidegger ttirtied round, Jrtared, staggered, 
grew piJe, and <$onld not titter a word. Tbef 
dote th^n humanely whispered in bis ear the 
sum of his plot, and theeounterfeit was ordered 
to take off Ms maskb Here ended the frolic ; but 
Heidegger fi»iVofe'he*w6Uldmever attend ai^ pub« 
lie amusement, if the wax-work woman did not 
biseak thetnould, «nd iriekdoVvn^tbemask 'before 
kisface. 

Wfwite^riittay ihave been the faults or foibJea 
of Heidegger, they ^ere far eiiceeded by hia 
charily, ^hidh %as abundant. *He died in the 
y^ar 1749^ attfae advanced ageof ninety years. 



iOORNliiLIUS JSETKL 
This whimsical painter was a native of ®DUda,' 
iiVffee^Nethefrfands. "He ^arfy {vroseetfted his art 
with gfeatardor, miS^' the direction of fen'unde, 
^ho'^afsa'tdlerabl^'profictertt iti'^paihting, but a* 
blotter schoiat. 'K^tel^ft^r haviwg prtortsed irit 
Fmnce ^pd in 'his own countiy, -embarfeed in, 
U^S for England, hhd Wa^= there 'entertains* 
in London 1^ a ^ulptor .and architect, -a ^ri€»* 
of his uncfe. Hfetehis works.grew &to esw«ni. 
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«ad he wastAuch employed .by tbeinercbantoof 
the metropolis in paintinkg portrailts but wes sel- 
dom engaged on biistory^ to wbich his iiKlmatii 
on chiefly led him. Having^^ however^ painted sxk 
allegorical piece^ of Strength vanquished by Wi$* 
dom^ it was purchased by a ypung merchaot and 
presented to Sir Christopher Hatton. This cir- 
cumstance led to Ketel's introduction to cpuTt^ 
after which he executed portraits of the first cha- 
racters of the ^e, and had the honor erf painting 
Queen Elizabeth herself. 

Nothing is so dangerous to persons of weak 
minds as prosperity^ and this seems to have been 
exemplified in !{Cetel. Not satisfied with the 
glory he had acquired by his various perform* 
ances> several of which were of mi historical na- 
ture, he formed .a. scheme of making himself 
known by a methpd of painting entirely neMr. 
Laying aside. bis brushy he painted only with his< 
fingers^ and began with, his own portrait. The 
whim took^ so that he repeated the practice; 
and it is pretended that these fantastic works 
were executed! with great purity .awDbeauty of 
coloriiig. ^ .,;;'-.. 

The folly of the artist kept pace with his suc- 
cess, so that at last his fingejrs appeared to be 
tbols of too easy a kind^ and be undertook to 
paint with his feet. Even in this ridiculous can 
price he wi^ indulged v^ith the applause of the 
public. The performances of Ketel are strongly 
«olor^jd, and with a full pencilj^ and are always as, 
large, or gather larger . than nature. He returned, 
to Holland and died in the year l602. 
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We shall introduce our account of this once ce- 
lebrated female with the words, with which she 
concludes her own history of her life. '^ Should 
the relation," says she, ** of my errors and their 
consequences prove a document to my own sex; 
warn them to shun th^ paths I have pursued ; 
and inspire them with a greater degree of pru- 
dence and reflection than I have been possessed 
of, I shall have employed my time to some good 
purpose. — The certain effects of inattention to a 
prudential system are poverty, distress, anxiety 
and every attendant evil as I have most severely 
experienced.'' — An awful lesson which cannot be 
too deeply impressed on the mind of every- read- 
er, but especially of the female sex! 

The mother of Mrs. Bellamy was the daugh- 
ter of an eminent farmer and hop-planter at 
Maidstone, whose name was Seal, tie was one 
of the people called Quakers, and grew so opu- 
lent, as to be enabled to purchase an estate afr 
Tunbridge Wells, called Mount Sign. Dying 
young and intestate, his whole fortune fell into 
the hands of his widow, who married a second 
husband named Busby; a man. of supposed pro- 
perty, but^ in fact, sa involved in debt, that Mrs. 
VOL. 2.— NO. 19» 2b' 
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Busby, not having taken the necessary precau- 
tions to secure a maintenance for herself and 
daughter,, ija^ left destitute of support. ^ Before 
this sad reverse of fortune she had furnished her 
houses on Mount Sion, and let them during the 
season, to persons of the first distinction. One 
of those w.ho occasionally < 
was Mrs. Godfrey, gister t 
, M^^rlborough, vv'ho contrail 
for M;^. Busby. ?tnd hev d 
fered to bring up the, latter 
her own dap^hter. This p 
at first in th^ prosperous c 
Bu§by, was now gratefully a 
frey accordingly placed Mi 
daughter^ at a boarding-school in Queen-scjuare. 
, Here she remained till the age of . fourteen, 
\vhen she unfortunately attracted the ootiqe of 
Liord Tyrawley, who accidentally jnet with Ijer 
whijei uppp a visits Young and inexperienced as 
she was, his lordship soon persuaded her to 
elope from school, j^nd to give op every hope of 
^her kind patroness. Lord Tyrawley carried his 
fair pri^e to his own apartments in Somerset- 
hous^ where she was treated with the sam^ re- 
spect as if she had been really Lady Tyrawley ; 
.Si, name which he had frequently p;*omised,. be- 
fore her glopement, to confer upon her^ and he 
$till, continued to .^sure, h^r that he W9uld fijfil 
his engagement. She assumed his namcj and 
lived, vvith him for sevieral months, jill his* lord- 
ship was ordered to joia his regiment in Ireland^ 
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'where, upon his arrival, he foun'd his* estates so 
Involved by the management of his js.teward, that 
nothing could retrieve his afftiirs but ail advanta-^ 
geous marriage* ' ' ! ' 

* With this view he paid his addresses to Lady 
Mary Stewart, daugliter of the Earl of Blessing- 
ton,' whose^ fortune W'tis reputed to be S0,60()K' 
and who, though not handsome, had' a genteel 
person and most engaging dispc?sition. During 
the courtship, the' Earl of Blessinglon, having' 
heard much of the connectioii between his iri- 
tfehded so'n-iri-law and Mlss^" Seal (then called 
Lady iTyrawIey)' wrote to the latter to desire in- 
formation concerning the nature of that connec- 
tion, at the same time explaining the motives of, 
bis request. This letter wris received by Miss" 
Seal, just after her recovery from her first lying-* 
in of a son. In the* violence of her i*esentment 
she enclosed Lord Blessington every letter she' 
had received fro rri* heir lover. 'Among tnese was' 
dne shehad just received by the same p'o^,' and* 
vvhWr she *sent'uriopened. "In thls'lettefj Lord 
Tyrawley, after explaining the necessity of h'ls 
marriage^ added, that *^ he should" stay no longer 
with Ws m tended wife, than was necessaVy to re- 
ceive her fortune, when he would immediately' 
fly on the wings of Ibve to share it with her: that'* 
he had iriade choice of Lady Mary Stewart, whJi' 
was both ugly and foolish, in preference to one 
with an equal fortune, wTiowas 1)eaiiiiful and 
sensible, lest ari union with a more agreeable per- 

^ 2 B « * 
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son might be the means of decreasing his affec- 
tion for hev '* ' 

Lord Blessington, highly irritated on the peru- 
sal of this letter, instantly forbade his daughter 
ever to see or write again to her perfidious lover. 
But his injunctipn came too lale; they had been 
already privately married. Lord Tylrawley, how- 
ever, was disappointed of his expected fortune ; 
his mistress renounced her connection with him ; 
a separation from his lady ensued ; and his lord- 
ship, the disappointed victim of his duplicity, 
was sent, at his own solicitation, in a public cha* 
racter to Xisbon. 

On her separation from Lord Tyrawlej-, Miss 
Seal embraced the theatrical profession, and 
going over to Ireland, performed the first charac- 
ter* there, for several years, with some reputa- 
tion. But a disagreement arisiivg between the 
proprietors of the theatre and herself, she, on a 
sudden, took the strange resolution of embarking 
for Portugal, in order to renew her intimacy 
with Lord Tyrawley. ~ ' 

His lordship, who had previously sent her 
many pressing, but hitherto ineffectual invita- 
tions, had lately forborne them. He now re- 
ceived her with open arms; but having recently 
formed a connection* with a Portuguese lady> a 
circumstance of which he did not care to inform 
Miss Seal, he placed the latter in the house of an 
English merchant. In this family she became 
acquainted with Capt. Bellamy, who having in 
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Tain solicited her to accept his hand, iand sus- 
pecting that her refusal was occasioned by a se- 
cret partiality for tdrd l*yra\vley, who likewise 
visited at the same house, informed her pf his 
lordship's connection witli Donna Anna. Rag<^ 
ieiccordingly supplied the place of affection; 6he 
immediately married the captain^ and set sail 
with him for Ireland. 

After the arrival of Capt. Bellamy and his new 
married lady at the place of their destination, our 
heroine was boVii oti ' St. George's day, 1735^ 
some months too soon for tlie captain to 6laiia 
any degree of consanguinity to her. Her mo- 
ther had so carefully Concealed her pregnancy 
and , connection with Lord Tyrawley' from h^r 
husband, that 'he had not entertained theiea^t 
suspicion of her incontinence. Her birth, hbw* 
ever, discoveied the whole, and So exasperated 
was the captain at her duplicity, that he iniiil^- 
diately left the kingdom, and never after' tlihtr 
saw or corresponded with her. % 

* 'Lord Tyrawley, though greatly displeased at 
Miss Seal's sudden departure from" Lisbon^ wrctfe 
to his adjutant in Ireland, to request, if she 
proved pregnant "in time, to consider the child 
'fts his, and to take care of it as soon as born, 
without, if possible, suffering the mothet to see 
It : for his lordship did not conceive her coniiec- 
tionr with. Capt. Bellamy, to ht of an hopordble 
nature. Accordingly, Miss ^Bellamy was* put 
"out to nurse till she was two years old: and, at 
the age of four, was, placed, foir her edueatiojl, 
' ' 9i B 9 ^ ' ' ' .' ' 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



6 • GEORGE ANNE BELLAMT. 

at a convent at Boulogne, where she continued* 
till she was eleven. On being ordered hpme^ a 
Mr. 'Du Va\[, who had been a domestic of his 
lordship's, but. now lived in St. James's-street, 
was directed to meet her at Dover; and with 
him she resided till his lordship's return from 
Portugal, when he received her in the most pa- 
rental manner, and soon took her to a little box 
he liad hired in Bushy-park. Here she was in- 
troduced to all his visitors, who were chiefly the 
witty and the gay; and who, the more effectual- 
ly to please Lord Tyrawley, were lavish in their 
praises of his daughter, and very early tainted 
her mind with the pernicious influence of flat- 
tery. 

His lordship being soon after appointed am- 
bassador tp Russia, she was left under the care 
of a lady of quality, with an annual allowance of 
lOOl. and under an express injunction not to see 
her mother. The latter, however, who had mar* 
Tied again, and whose husband, after stripping 

. her of every thing valuable had deserted her, 
prevailed upon her daughter to quit her kind 
protectress, and live with her. In consequence 
of this, the ample allowance, which had been her 
mother's inducement to this imprudent st^p, was 

' withdrawn, and Miss Bellamy was renounced by 
her father? 

Soon after, Mr. Riclb of Covent Garden The- 
atre, having by accident heard her repeat some 
passages in Othello, engaged her as a performer. 
She had perfected herself in the cliaracters of 

a 
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Monimia and Athenais^ and the former was 
fixed on for her first appearance. Mr. Quit*, 
when she was introduced to him, and who go- 
verned the theatre with a rod of iron, while ,Mr. 
Rich, though proprietor, was, through his indo- 
lence a mere cypher, insisted on the impropriety 
of a chiid^s attempting a character of such im-t 
portance, and recommended to her to play Serina 
instead of Monimia. Rich, however, persevered 
in bringing her forward in her chosen character. 
A rehearsal was called, when the fair adventurer 
was treated by the cornpany with sovereign con- 
tempt. Mr. Quin who was. to play Chamont, 
was absent, M r. Hale mumbled over Castalio, and 
Mr. Ky an whistled Polydore ; but as she had tlip 
opportunity of seeing the piece performed at 
Drury Lane Theatre the night before her ap- 
pearance, it gave her a sufficient knowledge of 
the business of the pIa3^ Her performance met 
with universal approbation, and the congratula- 

. lions of "Quin, while Rich expressed as much tri- 
umph as he usuaHy did on the success of one of 
his darling pantomimes. ' 

*. The talents displayed by Miss Bellamy on her 
first appearance gained her the friendship of 
Quin, who in order to compensate for the con- 
tempt with which h^ had before treated her, w as 
nov^ warmer, if possible, in his eulogiums than 
he had before been severe in his sarcasn>s. Nor 
was applause the only tribuce be paid to her 
merit; but various circumstances prove that he 
entertained a jeal friendship for her. He eii- 
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guired into tl>€ circumstances of her family, and 
in the most delicate manner supplied theirimme- 
cliate wants. He sent Miss Bellamy a generaF 
invitation to the supper, he usually gave four 
times a week, enjoining her at the same time ne- 
ver to come alone: jocularly observing tliat he 
was not too old to be censured. 

The natural benevolence of that gentleman is 
honorably displayed in the following anecdote. 
One day after the rehearsal, he desired to speak 
with Miss IJellamy in his dressing room. As he 
had ajways carefully avoided seeing her alone, 
«Jie was not a little surprised at such an invita^ 
jtion. She was apprehensive that she had of- 
fended a man woom she now loved as a father, 
J)ut her fears were not of long duration. As 
soon as she ha^l entered his dressing-room, he 
took her by the ha.nd with a smile of inexpressible 
benignity. ^^ My dear girl," said he, ^^ you are 
vastly followed 1 hear. Po not let the love of 
finery or any other inducement preva^ upon you 
to commit an indiscretion. Men in general are 
rascals. You are young andengagmg, and there- 
fore ought to be doubly cautious. If you want 
ftny thing in my power, which money can pur- 
chase, come to me and say ^ James Quin^ give 
me such a ^hing' and my purse ^liall be always 
at your service." This noble instance of genero- 
sity drew tears of gratitude into j]y[iss Bellamy's 
-eyes, while drops of humanity, and s^lf-approba- 
tion, glistened in those of her parental menitor. 

^Having Aus happily coioinenced her theatri- 
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cal career, she had the good fortune to acquire the 
-patronage of the first ladies of distinction ; and, 
at the same time, had among the gentlemen, 
many professed admirers, among whom was 
Lord Byron ; but as she would listen to nothing 
but marriage and a coach, his lordship chagrined 
at her* rejecting his own terms, contrived a plan 
to be revenged ; in consequence of which a no- 
ble earl, a friend of his lordship called, one Sun- 
day evening, to inform her, that Miss B— , an 
intimiite of hers, was in a coach, at the bottom 
of Southampton-street, and wished to speak to 
her: when, on going to the coach-door, without 
hat or gloves, she was suddenly hoisted into it by 
his lordship, and carried off as fast as the horses 
could gallop. When a Uttle recovered from her 
astonishment, which at first had deprived her of 
utterance, she gave free vent to her reproaches. 
The coach soon stopped in a lonely place at the 
top of North Audley-street, fronting the fields ; 
Oxford-street, at that time, not extending so far 
as it does at present. Here the earl got out, and 
took her into his house. He then left her, as he 
said, to preparer lodging for her, which he had 
already seen at a m an tua- maker's in Broad-street, 
Carna by-market. He soon retur-ned: and with 
him came the person she least expected to see — 
her own brother. She instantly flew into hi$" 
arms, but was repulsed so violently, that she fell 
to the ground. The shock of such a repulse from 
a brother in the moment in which she hoped 
to find him her protector, deprived her ot her 
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senses. On her return to sensibility, the only 
object that appealed, was an did fenaale servant, 
w^otold her that she had orders to convey her 
tcj the lodgings that hacTbeen preparecJ For her.* 
From, this old woman she learnecl, that her bro- 
ther had bestowecl manuaf chastisement upon the 
* earl ; but that, as he seeined to suppose that she 
had consented to the elopement,' he ha^dcclaredf* 
he would neyei see her more. The vvoni'aii adde^, 
that he had threatened the eairl and nis associate' 
\vith. a prosecution, which had so terrified her^ 
master^i that be giye ordei^ to 'r>a've her renioved 
out of the housie as soon as possible, as her be-* 
in^ found there Qjight make agamst him. 

Miss Bellamy vvus not a littTe perplexed to ac- 
\. tor the sudden appearance and extraqrdi- 



cpunf. tor tne sudden appej 



Hia^y henayior of Jier brother on thjs occasion, 
^le afterwards learneilj that.Tie had lust retVirn-* 
efl from sea, beinff a lieu tenant in the navy ^ aiicL 
by one of tdose extraordinarv acciclenis which" 
8(^metimes occur, i^e reached, oouthampton-street 
iust at the moment when tfie coach vvas clrivins: 

a,way with her; that little imacinine the person 

,-"^'' , ' •;. .. :t^ 1? .".;.X' i'l ;.Nr» it.ot 
thus treated to be his sister, he rail after the 

coach to rescue her, but without effect^ on whic6 

he proceeded to the house Where Miss feelTamy" 

and her mother resided. There he was in formed! 

of what had happened; he was now convinced!" 

that the female whom he had seen carried off 

was his sister, and knowing that it would be i nil-' 

possible to overtake the coach, he thought it 

q.iore prudent to go directly to the earl^s house.' 
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Not^ fading him at home^ he walked about with- 
in sight of the door^ till his lordship returned, 
when he a<jcost.ed him m the manner related 
, /above: on which he repaired to the house of Lord 
Byron whom he accused of being concerned with 
the earl in seducing his sister ; but his lordship 
^^soleranly der^ing^ upon his bonor, any know- 
.Jedge of* jhe affair he made no further enquiries, 
. Cone] u^^ng his sister to be depraved enough to 
forni an illicit connection with an old, unprinci* 
,^pled^ ,mjirrie|^ msdi, he immediately set out for 
Portsmouth and left her unprotected. 

Her elopement liaving been misrepresented ia 
the newspapers, she wrote her mother a true ac- 
.count, in l^opes to retrieve her favour j but Mrs. 
Bellamy, at ;the instigation of a wicked female 
.relii^tion, who live^ with her, returned her daugh- 
ter s letter unopened. Thus abandoned by her 
mother, and too much depressed by public scan- , 
jdal tp attempt a reinstatement in the theatrical 
line, the anguLsh of her mind bi'ought on a fe- 
_ yer, that hj^d nearly proved fatal, but of which 
her youth and constitution at length got the bet- 
.ter. On her recovery, she paid a visit to a fe- 
. male relation of her mother,, named Ciaike, at 
Braintree, in Essex, whose family being qua- 
kers, it was probable, had not heard of her dis- 
grace : and here she met with a very cordial re- 
ception. The remains of recent illness would 
have appeared a sufficient motive for tliis visit, 
iiad it not been supposed likewise, that she came 
to claim a legacy of 300l. that had been left to 
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her by a sister of Mrs. Clarke, on condition 
that she never went upon the stage, and* which 
' they paid her immediately, withbnt enquiring 
whether she had forfeited it. The famous Zacha- 
ry Moore, who from possessing an estate of 
^5,000); a year^ was reduced, byhis extravagance, 
at the age of forty, to the necessity of accepting an 
ensigncy in a regiment at Gibraltar,*^happened to 
be on a visit in that neighbourhood, and unfor- 
tunately discovered that this picture of sainted 
simplicity was no less a personage than Miss 
Bellamy, the celebrated actress. Tliis discovery 
put a period to her sojouraing with her quaker 
relation. 

From Clarke Hall sbe repaired to Ingatestone, 
in order to visit Miss Wliite, another quaker re- 
lation; whose family happening then to be at 
the yefirly meeting at London, she procured ad- 
mittance into the house of a Roman Catholic 
farmer, near the town, with whom she boarded 
for some time. Her account of her residence 
here, and of the unexpected sight of4ier mother, 
has the pleasing air of romance, with the in- 
teresting charms of truth. All the letters which 
she had sent to her mother had. been unanswer-^ 
ed : for they had all been intercepted by the 
wicked relation before-mentioned ; whose death 
produced this discovery, and teiminated in a 
reconciliation ^between Mrs. Bellamy and her 
daughter. 

On her return to town in 1754, she was en- 
gaged by Mr. Sheridan, to accompany him as a 
' ^ 2 
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theatrical recmit to Ireland. On her arrival ihet«^ 
she was al;knowledged by Mrs. O'Hara, lord 
Tjrrawley's sister, as her niece ; and she was ifh- 
trQdncedj in course^ into the first circles in Dub- 
lin. Here she continued for two seasons ; and 
became acquainted with a Mr. Cramp, on whose 
account, in the sequel, she suffered much perse« 
cution. 

On her return to England, she was again en- 
gaged at Covent Garden theati^, and by" the 
kind interposition of Mr. Quin, reconciled to 
lord Tyrawleyi This, in the sequel, terminated 
in another elopemant from this theatre ; for his 
Jordship being extremely urgent with her to ipar- 
ry Mr. Crump> she suffered hersel^f one evening * 
to be carried off from the theatre by Mr. Metham, 
while the audience were waiting for her appear- 
ance in the character of lady Fancifol, in the 
fifth act of the Provoked Wife. 
. In this part of her narrative she relates a lacrgb- 
able incident, that happened at a rehearsal of Co- 
riolanus, while it was preparing for the betiefit 
of Thomson's sisters. Mr. Quin's pronmiciation 
was of the old school. In this Mr. Garrick had 
made an alteration. The one pronounced the- 
letter a open ; the other sounded it like an e ; 
which occasioned the following Indicrous mistake. 
In the piece, wheh the Roman ladies come in 
]^oceimion to solicit Coriolanus tofetura to Rome^ 
they are attended by the tribunes, and the cen- 
ttfriona of the Volscian army bearing fasces., 
their ensigns of aothoritjr ; they are ordered by 

toL. ft. — NO. 19. 2 c 
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the. hero (the part of which was played" by Mr. 
,Quin) to lower them as a token of respect. But 
the men who personated the centurions, imagin- 
ing, through Mr. Quin'smode of pronunciation, 
that he said their Jaces, instead of their fasces, 
all bowed their heads togethei*. 
. Mr. Aletham hired an elegant house for her at 
York, where in a few months she was delivered 
of a son. In the ensuing season she was again 
engaged at Covent Garden theatre, and soon af- 
ter effected another reconciliation with lord Ty- 
xawley. By a deception of Mr. Lacy, she was 
£ngaged the season after at Drury Lane ; and^ 
in a subsequent one, again at Covent Garden. 

• Her connection with Mr. Metham did not 
prove permanent, through jealousy on hi^ part^ 
and resentment on hers. She vowed never to 
Jive with him again, either as mifetress or wife; 
and^ though he would fain have purc5hased a re- 
conciliation by making her the latter, she con- 
tinued inflexible in her resolution. She determin- 
<!d, moreover, never to form a connection with 
any other man ; but, through circumstances of 
persuasion. and deception, was induced to listen 
to the proposals of Mr. Calcraft, then an agent 
to the late /Lord Holland, secretary at war, 
though she declared him a man it was not in her 

1 power to love. With this gentleman she Jived 
about nine yeais and a half; but a tconnection, 
in which, according -to ,h^r own accoiirit^hei" ex- 
travagance was bouudle§$, and his^aneanness ^ih- 
supportable, could not ,be permanent. 
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During her connection witH Mr. Calcraft wha 
lived in great splendor, a circimi stance occurred 
which does great honor to the goodness of her 
own hearl, and to the humanity of Mr. Fox, 
afterwards Lord Holland. We shall relate it 
in her own words. 

" I had been told," says she " that a lady, who 
would not lca\'e her name or any message had 
called upon me several times, and cis.she said by 
my own appointment. As I was punctilious, 
even to the very letter of the word, 1 was sur- 
prized at my having been guilty of such a breach 
of good manners ; I accOi-dingly gave orders ta 
the porter that the stranger should be admitted, 
whenever she came again. 

'^ One morning I had just sat down to breaks 
fast vrhen the person was shewn in. " But how* 
shall I describe to you the figure that entered the 
room. Pictin-e to yourself a tall, thin, pale, de- 
jected woman, in whose looks was accumulated- 
every degree of distress and misery. Yet there?- 
jhone through all this wretchedness, something 
which seemed to declare that she was not borrv 
to suffer indigence. I requested her to sit and 
enquired her commands. She then informed me, 
that having lost the use of her hands, she had 
been obliged to another to enable her lo address. 
me. And as the reason was assigned in the letter 
which she had sent me, of her not giving me 
then an explanation, she reminded me that^L" 
had kindly written an answer in which I had de- 

^ G <3 
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miei to see ber. As sooa as 'die mentioQed this 
I recoUected the cirqumstaDce. 

*^ Upon my pressing her to drink a di*h of 
chocolate^ she requested^ as my maid was in the 
room^ she might be permitted ^ speak with me 
alone. As soon as my maid had withdrawn^ the 
straoger threw open a decent cloak that covered 
ber^ and displayed such a scene of wretchedness^ 
as an attempt to describe with minuteness wKxuld 
alsK>st call my veracity in question. Let it sufiBce 
to say, that her gown, or tlie garment whieh bad 
^once been a gown, bad no sleeves to it ; two 
pieces of cloth were fostened close to ber sticks 
of arms, which, if possible, made them appear 
thinner than tliey were. In short the whok <tf 
lierckeM conveyed such an idea of extreme pe- 
nury, as I had never been a witness to ilpon any 
occasion before. This distressful sight awaken^, 
ed within n>e every compassionate feeling. 

*^ She proceeded to inform me that she was 
tbe unfortunate widow of the late Sir Jan^es 
Lindsay, who had been first lieutenant of a man 
of war, and blown up in her during -dn engage- 
ment. Slie said, as the match between Sir 
James and herself had been more incited by love 
than prudence, hi^ father, upon his decease, had 
left him a very small estate only, together with 
a tiUe which was rather an incumbrance to 
those who had it not in their power to support 
the dignity of it. She added that she bad five* 
children. . 
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^^ H^r eldest son. Sir John, had been taken ^ 
from her by his uncle, an eminent merchant, 
and from whom he had expectations of a fuUne 
support. Her eldest daughter, during the time 
slie lay in with one of her other children, had, 
through the carelessness of the servant, fallen 
out of a window, by which she had broken one. 
of her legs. An amputation followed,, and she ' 
was otherwise rendered a cripple. The terror 
arising fram the sad catastrophe of hor dear bus- 
band had thrown her into labor sooner than na- 
ture intended, when she was delivered of & boy, 
-who to all appearance woul^l prove an idot ; as^ 
at four years of age, he could not feed himself or 
speak articulately. 

'' These accumulated sorrows, added to the moat 
pungent distress, had greatly injured her healtli 
and occasioned the loss of the use of her limbs> 
She had, however, recovered the use o£ all but. 
her hands, by which alone she coyld suppoi:^. 
herself and four children; her pension, ftfteea 
V pounds a year, badly paid, being barely sufficient 
to procure a habitation for them. She had beeft, 
obliged to part with every thing upon whiek she 
C9uld raise money. . The hat and cloak, she ha^ 
on, the only decent part of her apparel were 
borrowed. Sli^ concluded with saying that she- 
had been advised to apply to me, and encourag- 
ed by the chaifactet I bore for humanity,, she 
had takea that liberty t 

^^ Some money Mr. Calcraft had just before lefL 
me was &till lying^ oa my dressing-table. L took: 
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up what there was and gave it to her. It amount- 
ed to a few guineas only. • But the sum exceed- 
ing her expectations^ the poor womiin was ready 
to faint with transport. As soon as she was a 
little recovered, and had found the power of ut- 
terance, half-choaked with the fluttering emo- 
tions of her grateful heart, she said, ^ I did not 
mean^ madam, t^ intrude upon your generosity, 
but,—' 

'' She had proceeded thus far, when Mr. Fox 
entered the room. He saw me so aflected thai 
he wak g^i^g to retire ; upon which J ran to bt», 
and taking hold of his hand exciaioied r * O my 
#earStf, you are the very person I want!* As I 
had never taken the liberty to lay hold of his 
hand before, and now pressed it most vehetnent- 
ly, he imagined fvom that, and the agitation of 
my whole frante tiiat something of the utmost 
-eoftsequence nwist occasion it. He therefore en- 
quired in what he could oblige me. I i«epeated 
the affecting tule, simply as I had just heard it. 
At the conclusion of it, I found that I still press- 
#d hii band between mine and that I kept him 
aianding. I was cotifonnded. The earne8tne9 
;with whidi I interested myself in my petitioner's 
tvoes made me forget the decorum due ' to the 
lierson to whom I was applying lA her favor^ 

•* I had been in many delicate situations be* 
ibre, bat never fek myself in so awkward a one 
as the present. I could not prevent my tears 
jfrom. &»wuig; and 1 found simplicity to be 
moxe eSmcioas^ ut pleading jnj own cansre as 
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as well as that of ray Supplicaflt thaYi all the stu- 
dfed a^ns of eloquence. While humanity beam- 
ed from the countenance of the worthy man, he 
cordoled with the lady on her misfortunes, and 
bidding her be comforted, ^old her he would ^e 
what was to be done for her. Then taking out 
his pocket-book he gave her a bank-note. The 
value of it I did not see. My unfortunate visi- 
tor was oppressed before, but now she was over* 
whelmed. She fell an her knees. Her stream- 
ing eyes and grateful looks thanked us with in- 
expressible energy; but her tongue refused itii 
aid upon the occasion, and she took her leave 
without being able to utter a syllable. 

'^ I own I felt myself happy when Lady Lind** 
say quilted theroon^. My sensibility was wotindl 
up too high. It became painful. Mr. JFfe 
walked to tlie window, and by the use he made 
of his handkerchief, I found that his eyes bore 
witness to the benevolent emotions of his heart. 

^^ In the month of March following, I had the 
pleasure to inform Lady Lindsay in person, that 
her four children were placed npon the compas- 
sionate list, with an appointment of ten pounds a 
year each; and farther, that his Majesty, in'consr- 
deration of her late husband's^ having lost his 
life while he was bravely fighting in his service, 
had granted her fifty pounds yearly out of the 
Treasury, in addition to her pension. 

*' When I had made her happy with this 
pleasing intelligence, I asked why I had nevet 
seen her since her fixst application to me. Sh^ 

5 
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replied that the alteration in her family had ta- 
ken up all her attention; and as she thought I 
felt too much at her distress when she first 
made me acquainted with it, and perceived thai 
nothing could hurt me so much as thanks, she 
bad refrained from giving me farther pain. She 
told me that she supposed, I had been made ac- 
quainted with Mr. Fox*s bounty, who had pro- 
vided against- her wants forborne time, by nobly 
giving her in the bill I saw, fifty pounds. 

^' Lady Lindsay added, that her eldest daugh- 
ter, the cripple, was happily released by death 
from her miserable situation ; and that the child, 
of whose mental faculties she had been apprehen- 
sive, was now, to her great comfort, become one 
of the most sprightly boys of his age. She much 
H^retted his not being at home to thank me; 
• but,' continued the grateful woman, ' we pray foe 
you, and our worthy benefactor every night and 
morning.* Just as I was taking my leave the 
little fellow came in ; and from the descriptioa 
his mother had, I suppose, given of roe^ imme- 
diately knew me ; for he ran to me, and kneeling 
down, with a graceful ease, kissed ray hand. I 
raised and caressed him ; and desired his mother 
would bring him often to see me. 

« Never did I feel more real happiness than ia 
being tlte means of relieving this amiable woniaa 
and her family from the extreme distress in whicK 
they were involved. The same pleasing reward 
attended, I doubt not, the gi'cat and good man, 
to whose uoble beaeficencethat relief principally 
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owed its furtherance. How supremely blest are 
those who possess as he didj the power as well as 
the ioclination to relieve the unfortunate!" 

The causes to wfiich we have aheady alluded 
produced a dissolution of the connection between 
Mrs. Bellamy and Mr. Calcraft* Her debts, at 
diis time exceeded ten thousand pounds, the 
greatest part of which sum, was, as she asserts, 
expended in Mr. Calcraft's housekeeping. That 
gentleman promised to discharge her debts, but 
refusing afterwards to fulfil this promise, she was 
involved during the remainder of her life, in in- 
extricable di^culties and subjected to frequeni 
wrests. 

Without following Mrs. Bellamy through her 
excursions to tlie' continent and her engage- 
ments in the theatres bc^fa at London and Dub« 
lin, after leaving Mr. Calcraft, we shall biiefly 
touch on the more prominent events of her sub- 
sequent chequered life. 

In Ireland she became the wife, as she ima- 
gined of Mr. IMgges, the actor, who was after- 
wards discovered, to be, like Mr. Calcraft, a mar- 
ried man. She nelt forriied a connection with 
Mr. Woodward, a gentleman of the same pro- 
fession ; h^ left her in 1777, all his plate, jewels, _ 
and a reversion on the death, of his^ brother of 
seven hundred pounds, the whole of which ex- 
cepting about sixty pounds she lost through the 
chicanery of the l|iw. 

A kind of fatality seemed to pursue her during 
the last years of her life. Among other unto* 
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ward circumstances, it appears that a fortune of 
several thousand pounds, left her by a Mr. Sykes^ 
who died in France, was lost through the villainy 
of his servant who absconded with his will afxil 
effects. Nor should it be forgotten that having' 
incurred the displeasure of Mr. Coloian, by refu- 
sing, with some other performers to sign an ap-^ 
probation of 4ns conduct as actii\g manager of 
Covent- Garden theatre, during his dispute with 
IVlessrs. Harris and Rutherford^ she was finally 
discharged from that house. 

At length we find her obliged to take lodgings, 
under the name of West, at Walcot Place, Lara^ 
beth, and even reduced to. such extremity as to 
be tempted to put a period to her life. Her re- 
lation -of this dreadful circumstance, which i& 
equally affecting and instructive, is as follows: 

^^ I had now parted with every thing that 1 
could raise a shilling upon ; and poverty with all 
her horrid train of evils stared me in the face. 
In this dreadful situation, word out with cala- 
mity, and terrified with the gloomy prospect 
which presented itself to my view, I endeavored 
to persuade myself that suicide could not be a 
crime. I had no person to look up to. Every 
body to whom I was related by the ties of blood 
was abroad. Sir George Metham had presehted 
me with a temporary relief; but he, as well as all 
the nobility, was out of town. Not being pos- 
sessed, as I thought, of a shilling, nor the expec^ 
tation of getting one; oppressed by debt; wi^li- 
out the common" necessaries of life; an useless- 
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nnember of society — I taught myself to believe 
that it woruld be a meritorious action, to free my- 
self from being any longer the burden. I was to 
the wprld and nlyself. I accordingly formed the 
resolution to put an end to my existence by 
throwing myself into the Thames. 
- '^ Unhappily in this moment of despair, eveay 
spark of contidence in heaven was extinguished 
in my bosom. Inspired by the black ideas which 
had taken possession of my mind, I one night 
left the house between nine and ten o'clock. As 
there was a door which led from the garden into 
the road, I went out unperceived ; for I had not 
resolution to speak to my faithful attendant, whose 
anxious eye might have discovered the direful 
purpose of my heart impressed upon my counter 
nance. 

^^ Having effected, unobserved, my elopement, 
I wandered about the road and fields, till the 
clock was on the point of striking eleven, and 
then m^demy way towards Westminster Bridge. 
I continued to rove about till that hour, as there 
was then a probability that I should not be in- 
terrupted by any passengers from carrying my 
desperate design into execution. Indeed I was 
not without hopes of meeting in St. George's 
Fields with some freebooters, . who Would have 
prevented the dee.d of desperation, I was about 
•to perpetrate, by taking a life I was weary of. 
Nor would this have been an improbable expec- 
tation,,had I met with any of those lawless plun- 
derers that oftentimes frequent those parts j for 
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their disappoiotment on finding me pennyless^ 
might have excited them to murder me. A c^i* 
tuouncitioQ I then devoutly wished* 

^ Having reached the bridge^ I descended Ae 
steps of the knding-place with a sad and solemn 
pace and sat down on the lower stair impatiently 
waiting for the tide to cover me. My despera- 
tion^ though resolute; was not of such a violent 
kind; as to urge me to take the fatal plunge. A^ 
I sat; [ fervently recommended my spirit to that 
being I was going to offend in so unwarrantable 
a manner; by not bearing patiently the afflictions 
lie was i^eased I should suffer. I even dared to 
harbour the thought that a divine impulse bad 
given rise to the idea; as if the/ Everlasting bad 
not fixed his cannon s^ainst self-slaughter.' 

'^ The moon beamed faintly through the 
clouds; and gave just light enough to distinguish 
any passenger who might cross the bridge ; but 
as i was in mourning there was not any great 
probability of my being discerned and interrupt* 
ed. I had taken off my bonnet and apron and 
laid them beside me on the stairs ; and leaning 
my head upon my hands; remained lost in thought^ 
and almost stupified by sorrow and the feiec- 
tions which crowded upon my mind. . 

'^ Here pause a moment and admire with me 
the strange vicissitudes of life! Behold your once 
lively friend, reduced from the enjoyment of 
ease; affluence, esteem and renoitn in her profied^ 
siou; to the most desperate state that human 
wretchedness wiH admit of,— a prey to penury. 
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grief, contumely end despair — standing tip-toe 
on the verge of the world, and impiously daring 
.to rush Qobidden, into the presence of her crea- 
tor I 1 shudder at the recollection. Let me draw 
.a veil across it and proceed 

^^ In the pensive posture just described, did I 
.sit for some minutes, watching the gently swel- 
ling tide, and blaming its tardy approach, whea 
•it pleased 

' « II the Power - 
Unseen that rales ^h' illiiaitable world. 
That guides its motions from the brightest star 
To the least dust of this sin-tainted mould, 

to interfere and snatch me from destruction. 

^ r was suddenly rouzed from my awful reve- 
rie by tlie voice of a woman at some little dis- 
tance, addressings her child, as appeared from 
what followed, for they were neither of t\iem vi- 
sible. In a soft, plaintive tone, she said : 
* How, my dear, can you cry to me for bread, 
when you know I have not even a morsel to car- 
ry your dying father ?' She then exclaimed in 
all the bitterness of woe : '' My Go^, my God, 
what wretchedness can compare to mine ! But 
thy almighty will be done !** 

'^ The concluding words of the woman's pa- 
thetic exclamation communicated instaptahe- 
ously, like the electric spark, to my desponding 
heart. I felt the full force of the divine admo- 
nition, and struck with horror at the crime I liad 
intended to commit, I burst into tears, repeating, 
in a sincere ejaculation, the pious sentence she 
had uttered — * Thy almighty will be done '* 
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'^ As I put my band into my pocket to take oqt 
nay handkerchief in order to dry my tears, I felt 
8ome halfpence there which. I did not knoiV I 
M'as possessed of* And n^w may native bamanity, 
which had been depressed, as well as every other 
good prp'pen^i^y by d^paio found means to re- 
sume its powi^r in my mind. : Inapelled by its 
pleasing influence^ I bia^tily .ran up the steps^ 
and having discovered my hitherto invisible mo- 
nitress, gave them to beu. I received in return a 
thousand blessings; to which I rather thought 
she had a right from me for having been the 
means of obstructing my dire intent. 

'^ I now returned to the place where the impi- 
ou^ scene was to have been acted and, humbly 
adored that being, by wlipm it had been pre- 
vented. Having done this, I remounted the 
steps and found my mind inexpressibly relieved. 
The gloom which had so lately overwhehned it 
"was in an instant cleared away, ^nd a tranquillity^ 
1 had long been a stranger to, succeeded it. 
Such a transition, fj;bm the blackest despair to 
peace and hope, I was well assured could only 
haVe been effected by. some in visible a^ent ; for I 
never felt such a ray of comfort diffuse itself 
through n^y heart, since those blessed days of ia- 
nocerlce 1' spent in my much regretted convent. 
It came over my mind as the immortal bard de- 
scribes the power of music. 



■ like the sweet sooth 



f hat breathes upon a bfink of violets 
Stealing and giving odor.' 
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The reader will not be displeased to find in this 
place a few misceUaneons anecdotes relative to 
the subject of this menaoir, aiid various persons 
with whom she was connected, though they 
ought in. strict propriety to have been introduced 
in an earlier part of ttie narrative. 
. It was likewise during Mrs/ Bellamy's cinnec- ' 
tlon with Mr. Calcraft thai she became ac- 
quainted with Lord Digby, whose mother and 
Mr. Fox, afterwards Lord Holland, were twins. 
Tbe account she gives of the former notleman is 
uncommonly interesting, ^bd from the frequent 
visits he paid at Mr. CaTcraft's she had abundant 
opportuttities of becortittg* acquainted with his 
ehai-acter. Among other things she could not 
forbear remarking a sifigular alteration in his 
dress and demeanor, which took place at the two * 
great annual festivals of Christendom. At Christ- 
inas and Easter, he was more than usually grave, * 
and alwtiys Wor^ an old shabby blue coat. Mrs. 
Bellamy, in common wkh many others attribut- 
ed dlis periodical singularity to some affiiir of the 
heart,— a suppopitioh which his great sensibility 
rendered by no rtieans improbable. 

•Mr. Fox, who had great curiosity,' wished 
much to discover his nephew's motiv^for appear- 
ing, at times, in this manner, as he was, in ge- ' 
neral, esteemed more than well-dressed; On ex- 
pressing this desire, two gentlemen, one of whom 
was Major Vaughan, undertook to watch his 
lordship's motions. They accordingly set out, 
end followed him at a distance, to St. Geprge*s 
2 D ? 
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rields, till they lost sight of him near the Mar- 
shalsea Prison. 

, Wondering what could carry a person of his 
lordship's rank anrf fortune to sncba pkce^ they 
enquired of the turnkey^ if such a gentlemaD^ 
(describing him) had not entered the prison. 
" Yes, masters,^ exclaimed the fellow with an 
oQth ; but be is not a man, he is an angel. For^- 
he comes here twice a year, sometimes ofteuer, 
and sets a number of prisoners free^ And he not 
•nly does this, but he gives them sufficient to 
support themselves and families, till they can 
find employment. This, ** continued the man/' 
is one of his extraordinary visits. He has but a 
few to take out to day .•'—'' Do you know who 
the gentleman is ?** enquired the major — '* We 
npfie of us know him by any other marks," re- 
plied the man, '* but his humanity and his blue 
coat.*^ . ^ 

Having gained this information^ the gentle« . 
men immediately returned and reported it to Mr. 
Fox. As no man possessed more humanity, the 
, recital afforded him exquisite pleasure ; but fear- 
ing his nephew might be displeased at the illicit 
manner in which the intelligence had be^n ob- 
tai »ed, he requested that the knowledge of it 
might be kept a profound secret, 

Mrs. Bellamy, however, could not resist her 
curiosity to make farther eni.uiries concerning an 
affair which afforded her extraordinary, pleasure. 
The next time she saw his lordsliip in his alms- 
giving coat, she enquired his reason for wearing 
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foch a dngular dress. With a smile of ineffa- 
ble sweetness^ he replied that her curiosity should 
soon be gratified ; adding^ that as she and hfmself 
were congenial souls^ he would take her with hint 
when he next visited the place to which his coat 
was adapted. '^ A compliment/* says the lady> 
^ more truly flattering and more acceptable to 
me than any I ever had, or could receive." 

The night before his intended visit, his lord* 
ship, requested her to be in readiness to go with 
him the next mornitig. They accordingly pro-^ 
ceed^ together to that receptacle of misery, 
which he had so often visited to the consolation 
of its inhabitants. His lordship would not suf* 
fer Mrs* Bellamy t6 enter the gate, lest the noi* 
tomeness <)f the pkte should prove disagreeable 
to her ^ bat ordered the <;oachman to drive to the 
George Inn, in the Borough, where a dinner wasJ 
ordered for the poor wretches he was about to li- 
berate. There she beheld near thirty persons res- 
cued from a loathsome prison at an inclement 
season of the year, it being Christmas, and not 
only released from confinement, but restored td, 
their families and friends, with some provision 
from his lordship's bounty for their immediate 
support. It is impossible to describe the tribute 
of gratitude his lordship received from these ob^ 
jects of his beneficence, or ibe satisfaction he 
derived from the generous Act. 

Not long was Lord Digby -permitted to enjoy 
on earth the happiness resulting from the exer- 
cise of lijs virtues. A few months after the cip^- 
2 p 3 
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ciimstance recorded above^ . he went to Ireland t# 
visit his estates in that country. Being obliged, 
by the mistaken hospitality of the natives of that 
island to drink more than he was accustomed to 
do^ and that^ at a time when he was indisposed 
with a violent cpld,^a fever,, attended with a 
putrid sore throat was the consequence. Thi» 
amiable young nobleman was thus soon removed 
to those re^tlms where alone his ex*panded hearty 
could obtain the reward of the benevolent pro- 
pensities, in which it indulge^* By hid death, 
tiie poor were deprived t)f a gf?neroqs benefactor, 
his acquaintance of a desirable com pan ion, and 
the community of one of its brightest ornaments, 
None felt his lost more severe than major 
yaughan, ii^ho has been mendotied sjbove, and 
Xo whom he was an unknown patron. The major 
regularly received a benefaction of fifty pounds 
«very quaiter, which he concluded to come from 
Earl Fitzwilliam, that nobleman wkh whom he 
had been bred upi having always hel4him in great 
eb^eem.. But, on the death of Lord Digby, th« 
bounty was found to flow from his liberal purse. 
Mrs. Bellamy^ redded at one time at Chelsea, 
and afterwards took a house . in Jerqiyn-street ; 
but wl^ile the latter was fitting up, she continued 
to sleep at. Chelsea, though she was in town all 
day. During this interval the upholsterer's man 
found means to secrete a quantity of damask and 
ehintzand spqae very fine Dresden china^ )i'ith . 
which she had been presented. As his honesty 
ha4 bo^^ more tlxaa once suspected by \w eia* 
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^ioyer, \i search warrant was obtained t<> exa- 
mine his Iodgings> where the whole of Mrs. Bel- 
lamy's property was fouml^ but nothing belong* 
ing to his master. 

' Th^ upholsterer was a man of a most implaca- 
ble disposition. He went to Chelsea in the even- 
ing while Mrs. Bellamy was absent, and by 
means of threats, so ikr intimidated her maid- 
servant, as to prevail upon her to go before a 
justice and swear to the goods which were found. 
This she did, ami was bound over to prosecute in 
a penalty of forty pounds. But the offender hav- 
ing a very large family, the native benevolence 
"of Mrs. Bellamy influenced her in his favour to 
such a degree, that she kept her maid from ap- 
pearing against him. She then set on foot a sub- 
scription towards paying the forfeiture of the 
bond, and in this manner raised thirty g^iineas 
towards it. 

As the maid did not appear, the culprit was 
discharged, and the very same night called at 
Mrs. Bellamy's house. As she supposed that he 
bad no other business than to vetura thanks for 
her lenity, and as she had a particular aversion 
to sueh acknowledgments, she directed the ser- 
vant who brought in his name to say she was 
busy and could not see him. The fellow then 
sent in word that he must see Mrs. Bdlamy, or 
it would be worse for her, as she had compound- 
ed felony, and, before a few hours were passed^ 
she might be called to answer for it. 

She v^a^ alarmed at the insult^ but not being 
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conversant with tbe law, she was at a loss %y com- 
prehend bis meanings It was ibfrefore necessa- 
ry to refer to some person for advice, and accord- 
ingly sent for a cousin of hers, who followed the 
profession of the law, to settle the a^ir, while 
the ungratefol wretch waited at a neighbouring 
public bouise. He made a peremptory demand 
of fifty pounds^ which he insisted on being 
paid immediately, otherwise he would lodge 
an informatiorf against his benefactress. End- 
ing from her cousin that there was no re*, 
dress, Mrs BeHamy paid him the money. Tku» 
did she become a victim to her humanity, by 
ideans of a monster, who deserved to suffer the 
severest punishment of the law for his ingratitude, 
though he had escaped the due deserts.of bis dis- 
honesty. ' 

Ofi this occasion Mrs. Bellamy makes tbe fol-» 
lowing judicious reflections >—'^ This in«tam?e," 
says she, *^ servies to prove, liiat however strongly 
humanity may urge to the contrary, the regular 
prosecution of an offender, against the laws of his 
cquntry is a duty we o(ve to ourselves as well as 
to the community. In such cases lenity ceases 
to be a virtue. A stronger claim than deUcacy of 
feeling caHs for a spirited exertion upon these 
occasions. The trouble and inconveniences which 
attend a prosecution ought to. be cheerfully sub*, 
mitted to; and though services rendered our 
country of this Icind are not attended with so 
much eclat as ijhose. where life is exposed in hef 
defence; yet they are a duty incumbont<Hi every 

3 
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go6d citizePi and as deserving of a ci?ic crown. 
J«stice/indeed, shbuld^ever be tempered by mo- 
deration, and humanity should alwaj^s be exerted, 
wheijever prudence does not forbid^** 
. Ti| the course of her narrative, however, Mrs. 
Bellamy has an opportunity of relating one or two 
anecdiGites of a far more pleasing nature. While 
she was an inhabitant of Parliament Street, a 
period, she says, pregnant with sorrows, she re- 
commended a person, who wrote a very fine hand, 
as a, clerk to Mr. Calcraft. About two years 
afterwards he informed her, that he had an 
opportunity of going to the "East Indies in a very 
advantageous situation, at the s^me time assuring 
her that he should ever retain a grateful remem- 
brance of her favors. On his return to England, 
this^ gentleman, whose name was Hearne, made 
many enquiries after Mrs. Bellamy, and hearing 
of her distress while at Edinburgh, he generously 
sent her two hundred pounds. This, she says, 
was the most acceptable favor she ever received, 
as^ it evinced the gratitude of the donor. 

Another circumstance of a similar kind, which 
happened about the same time, deserves to be 
recorded. Mrs. Bellamy once had a servant 
named Daniel Douglas, who lived with her about 
nine years. At Fength she recommended him as 
a domestic to Lord Hume, then governor of Gib- 
raltar. His lordship made him his major-domo, 
and Daniel conducted himself so much; to his 
master's satisfaction, that he left him a handsome 
legacy at his death.. When Mrs. Bellamy lived . 



d by Google 



34 6E6RGB ANK£ BELLAMY. 

at Edinburgh, she was informed that a Mr. 
Dougia* bad called several times at her house 
when she hap^ned not to be at home. One 
day, walking up the Castle Hill, she was accosted 
by a person whose ftiee whs familiar to kcr, 
though «he could not recollect him. He burst 
into tears, and having made himself kwown, 
begged her to permit him to speak to her the 
first time she was at leisure, as he was detained 
at Edinburgh by no other business. She ap- 
pointed that afternoon to see hiiif at her house, 
and could not imagine what his business might ' 
be, for though she had always endeavored lo 
deserve the regard of her domestics, she never 
had been particularly kind to him. 

When he came, he informed her thathe had 
^fiaved eleven hundred pounds, and that his wife ' 
had taken -an inn upon the Dover road, for which 
they werfe to pay sieven hundred. He then said ^ 
he hoped Mrs. Bellamy would forgive his pi<e- 
fium{Hion, but he feared she was not in^ such ch^ ' 
curastances as formerly. If she would be so good • 
as to make use, for her own time, of the r^ft^in- 
der of the little fortune she had been the means 
of his acquiring, it would afford him more real * 
pleasure than he could receive froifi disposing of ' 
it in any other way. 

Mrs. Bellamy could scarcely refrain from 
tears at the manner in which this tender was 
made. It seetned rarlier as if he had l>een soli- ' 
citing a loan than offering a favor. She thanked 
him cordiaHy for hi* intended kindness, but de^ 
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dined aeceptiug it; assuring Ujm at .the same 
time, that she did not do so froop being 4iurt at 
the offer, which gave her Angular pleasure, but 
because sl^e bad recently received a liberal sup- 
ply from Mr. Hearne, wiK)ra he well knew. She 
added, that she could not think pf borrowing the 
money for which he had labored many years, 
without being certain of repaying it, even were 
she actually distressed, consequently she would 
not contract a debt of such a nature, when she 
.really had no immediate occasion. The worthy 
creature reluctantly acquiesced in this determi- 
nation, and took his leave, apparently as much 
mortified at the refusal of his money, as others 
would have b^en if they were dunned, for it. 

The history of this lady will, it is hoped, ope- 
rate as a warning to every youthful reader, to 
shuA the first step towards vice. This once taken, 
the rest of the road leads the unhappy victim by 
the specious allmements of pleasure, with head- 
long precipitation into the abysses of misery. 
This is a $erious and solemn truth, which cannot 
be too deeply impressed upon the mind. No 
sun e'er rose with fairer promise on the morning 
of life than did that of Mrs. Bellamy. With her 
respectable connections, and with the talents she 
undoubtedly possessed, she might have passed 
her days in the enjoyment of all the comforts 
and conveniences that affluence can procure. 
And what is of far greater importance, the good- 
Dcss of heart, the Benevolence, and the amiable 
disposition with which she seems to have been 
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gifted^ would have diffused their geniarinfluence 
on all Ground her, and conferred happiness not 
only on them, but afeo on herself. How melan- 
choly is the contrast which is presented by her 
story ! In the early stages of her progress, she 
was, it is tnie, attended by the sfniles of fortune, 
but how large a portion of her life was embittered 
in con^quence of her own indiscretion, by eiri- 
barrassments of various kinds, by pecuniary dif- 
ficulties, and by all those evils which are invarr*. 
ably experienced by persons removed from ease 
and plenty to a state of indigence and penury. 
How greatly must the sufferings of such be en- 
hanced also by the reflection that they have 
brought all these evils upon themselves by their 
deviation from the path which virtue pointed 
out; while the compliance with her dictates 
would have ensured them all the approbation of. 
their owil consciences, and all the external fe- 
licity which man is capable of tasting in this sub- 
lunary existence. 

Mrs. Bellamy took her leave of the stage in 
1784, and died oppressed with poverty and dis- 
ease on the l6th of February, l<'88. 
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Among t^me characters wWch deserve atten- 
ticm not fof any eminence in virtue on the one 
hen(I> or wieoninien depravity oa the other, but 
ibr fl certain eccentricrty of conduct, which, with 
the same advanti^s in fife, no other peraon 
wotrld hhitate, Bampfylde Moore Carew deserves 
a pronainent place. Portraits of such persons, 
wirf> some general traits of their character, are 
gratifying, not so much from any useful lessoa 
to be deriveid from their history and adventures, 
a& for thefr being objects of curiosity. We tura 
to them just as the philosopher, who Iqvcs tQ 
contemplate the beauties of the creation, advert^ 
sometimes to the delineation of any uncommon 
object, to the sportive productions of nature, in 
her occasional deviations from her genersil taws» 
These human cutriosities aare by no means with- 
out their use. When the reader oontemplaiqa 
such characters as that of Edward Wortley 
Montague and Bampfylde Moore Carew, wbo 
neglected aM: the advantages of birth, fortune, 
and education, to associate with the lowest of 
mankind, he wiH perceive instances of a volun- 
taiy self-degradation, that must excite the most 
mortifying reflections on the inconsistency, and 
even occasional irrationality of the huipau cha- 
racter ; and he may be led to this awful truth, 
that as the only way to rise in mgral excellence, 
VOL.2.— NO. 20. 2 B * 
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and of course to happiness^ is to cultivate our 
talents and advantages^ and to form our minds to 
habits of virtue in this stage of our existence; so 
nothing <!fm be more humiliating, than the sight 
. of a man of family, who, by long aksociation with 
the low, ignorant, and uqprincipled, loses sight 
of the moral principle, unfits himself for the 
duties of his station, and at length expires with- 
out having once experienced the soothing con- 
solation that results from the consciousness of a 
well-spent life. 

Bampfylde Moore Carew, one of the most ex- 
traordinary characters on record, was descended 
from an ancient and honorable family in the west 
of England. He was born in 1693, at Bickley, 
in Devonshire, of which place his father, the 
Rev. Theodore Carew, • was many years rector. 
Never was there known a more splendid appear- 
ance of persons of the first distinction at any 
baptism in the county, than were present at his. 
Hugh Bampfylde, Esq. and Major Moore, or fe- 
milies equally ancient and respectable as that of 
Carew, were his godfathers, and from them he 
received his two christian names. 

The Rev. Mr. Carew had several other chi^f 
dFen, all of whom he educated in a tender and 
pious Hjanner. At the age of twelve years, his 
son^ the subject of this article, was sent to Tiver- 
ton school, where be contracted an intimate ac- 
quaintance with many young gei^tlemen of the 
first families in Devonshire and the adjacent 
counties. ^ 

. During tj^e first four years of young Carew'a 
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residence at Tiverton school, his close application 
to his studies gave his friends great hopes that 
he might one day appear with distinction in tlia 
profession which his father became so well, and 
for which he was designed. He actually made 
a very considerable progress in the Latin and 
Greek languages. The Tiverton * scholars, how • 
ever, having at this time the command of a fine 
pack of hounds, Carew and three other young 
gentlemen, his most intimate companions, at- 
tached themselves with such ardor to the sport of 
hunting, that their studies were soon neglected. 
One day the pupils, with Carew and his three 
jriends at their head, were engaged in the chase 
of a deer for many miles, just before the com* 
mencement of harvest. The damage done to the 
fields of standing corn was so great, that the 
neighboring gentlemen and fan;ners came witl* 
heavy complaints to Mr. Rajmer, the master of 
the school, who threatened young Carew and his 
companions so severely, that through fear they 
absconded, and joined a gang of gypsies who 
then happened to be in the neighborhood. This 
society consisted of about eighteen perspns of 
both sexes, who carried with them such an air of 
mirth and gaiety, that the youngsters were quite 
delighted with their company, and expressing aa 
inclination to enter into their society, the gypsies 
admitted them, after the performancQ,of the ref- 
quisite ceremonies, and the administration of the 
proper oaths ; for these people are subject to a 
form of government and laws peculiar to them- 
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selt^^ vmi all pay.obedieiM^e to one chief who is 
atjried their kii^. 

YMng Carew w4kb «aan initiated iato some of 
'the arts of the wandering tribe, and with «uch 
tuooess, that betides several exfJoita in which 
tie wasa J>arty9 he himself had the dejcteiity to 
d^aud a lady near Tatmton of twemy gtuneas, 
Wader the pretext of discovering to her, by his 
afaiU in asti^o^> a hidden tpeasune. 

His parents meanwhile kuaented hua as one 
that wa6 no ifi04e^ for thorugh they had repeat* 
0iiy a(dvertii»ed his aawe «Bd persoij they conld 
IM(t obtain th^ fea^ inteiiigeace of him^ Ax 
feagth^^i^ter an ioierval -of a j*ear and a h^, 
h«Mring of thcy^ goef ^^ reiiaated ^nqnu-ies 
liAer hinij his faeo^ reletited, and he fietai^oed to 
Imb parents at Bickley. Beiqg gveatly dis^ised 
both 4b dress «a)d appearaaoe^ be was not known 
Hi finst by im parents; bwt wJien bis discov.qred 
ititaself^ a scene A>Uowed whioh no w^wds can 
describe^ and the^e weiie ^reat'v^oicli^ both in 
fiickley and the ne^bomng |^ifih of Cadley. 
; £\iery thing was d(m& io reader his ham« 
ilgveeajye^ bni Carew bad contracted &ach a 
jfo^dness iQ€ the sodetty o£ the gypsi^ tbat^ 
rafter various ineiSectual a^uggles with the sag- 
^lesMitts ^filial ipiety^ he^cwcejaioreeloj^frofn 
id$ parent^ and ;Qpaia>ed to his fonner connec- 
tions. He now b^an 4o fcanaider in iwbat mtn 
«er he sbotald tempitoy himself. The &«t ehara^ 
.ier be assmmed for «he pusmpoae ^of le«^^ coa- 
loritetions <m *be luisivf^ctrng aflP«i mnwary, wiw 
that of^a shipwrecked aseaman, in which he was 
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very successful. He next gave himself out to 
be a farmer, who, living in the isle of Sheppey 
in Kent, had the misfortune to have all his lands 
overflowed, and all his cattle drowned. Every 
scheme which he undertook, he executed w.ith 
so much skill and dexterity, that-he raised con- 
siderable sums. So artful were the disguises of 
his dress, countenance, and voice, that persons 
who knew him intimately did not discover the 
deception, and once, on the same day, he wenjt 
under three difl'erent characters to the hous^ of 
a respectable baix>net, and was successful in them 
all. 

Some time after Carew*s return to the vagrant 
life, we find him. on a voyage to Newfoundland, 
from motives of mere curiosity. He acquired, 
during his stay, such, a knowledge of that, island, 
as was highly useful to him, whenever he thougl^t 
proper afterwards to assume the character of tbie 
shipwrecked seaman. He returned in the same 
ship to Dartmouth, where he embarked, bring- 
ing with him a dog of surprising* size arid fierce- 
ness, which he had enticed to follow him, and 
made as gentle as a lamb by an art peculiar to 
himself. 

At Newcastle, Carew, pretending to be the 
' maie of a collier, eloped with a young lady, the 
daughter of an eminent apothecary of that town. 
They proceeded to Dartmouth, and though he 
mideceived her with respect to his real character, 
she was soon afterwards married to him at Bath, 
They then visited an uncle of Carew's, a clergy- 
Si b 3 
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iiitm tff ^ntmgtrhhed abilrties^'-at Dorchester 
i«ho received -them wMi great irindiiess'tnTd en- 
^teavoored, bat in ^rahi to perduade httn to leave 
tbe tjomnnmitjr irf ifee ^gypaSes. 

Again associatiDg; whh ifhem, few di«girwes 
vere nrare^Tsnonsniid hf?s stfrtargems^fwA less sue- 
tjessfirl. He first cciuippea hrtnaself m a clergy- 
man's liaUt^ pot on aband^ a large -white wig, 
ttnd a troad-brimmed .halt. His WhcBe deport- 
tnent ^was «greeafbh; to his dress ; Iris ^pace was 
^lemn and slow, iris trountewance grave tmd 
iftion^htfdl,^^ eyfs turned on the grotmd^ From 
which, as if employed in secret ejaculations, fee 
wotrW raise them to heaven: every look -atid ac- 
tion iBppke Iris want; lurt artthe^anre time, the 
iiypocrite seemed overwhelmed wlrti ifcat shatme 
Which -modest merit feels^ whcn/dHfiged to *9clli- 
cit the hand of tftiarity. This aitftil hdrovioirr 
-excited the eufiosity of urarry people trf fbrtnne 
to enquire into his ciTcum:stances, bvtt *it iwas 
witl\^|mich rehictance that be acquainted tliero, 
Jlrat he had *for inany years eKerciaed the saore^ 
office of a d}ergyma», »t Aberystwifli, a parrish 
•in Wales, birt '^at the government idbiangi»g,4ie 
had preferred quitting his benefice, (thrmg^^%e 
liada wifc-and several *smaB^bfldreri) to ta!k]ng 
%n trnth contrary to his princrples. 'ThSs rektieti 
he axrccrm panied wtrh ^ftequertt sighs, -and mtcmn 
^expressions of bis trust in -providence ; atid 3s-he 
periectHy knew those persons it was properto f^ 
jAy to, ftiis stratagem -sireceeded beyond Ws -ex- 
pectations; But'heanng'ftwft a'vessel> -on i>oerd 
©f which there were mviny quaker% bound for 
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Pki!Iade^>hia« bad \aeem cmt away on the coast 
of IrelaiKl^ kt hAA t»i6e his gown and btm^^ 
oloatbed hiimelf ia a phnn suit* «i^ wkh a de« 
BUire countenanoe, appiied to the quaker% as 
€me of those nahnppy creatures, with great «uc- 
cesB^and heeriog that their 'was to be a meetiiig of 
tbemfromaU fmrts, ai; Thomcombein Deron- 
shire, he made the best of his way tUtfaer, a»d 
Jwioiog the assenftbly, iirith b seeoriog jnode^ 
assuraoee, made bis taive known^ and satbfyiitg 
4!bein by his faehariitir/that be was odset^f thereat, 
-tbegr made a oonsideraikleiooatrtbiitiiOQ £or bis re- 
iiet 

Widi such wonderful &ic«tky <did he ttwiiir 
teamry ^ihacacter, that he i^ften deoeiTedt^Mtse wiifO 
^Icoew hion besft^ joui 'wene tnost positive of ibis jMt 
Ibeing irMe le iaaposBe ^npon tbem. Goiofg one 
Assy tf) Mn*. Portmauis at Brlnson, near iBdandford, 
in the^characEtcr of a JWt-cirtcber, with a hair-cap 
ton his liead, a buff @trdle ajxiut his ^aiat^^ land a 
"itoEne rat ia a Utile box [by his ^ide; he baldily 
tnarcbed »up ^olheiiMMiae in diis (disguise^ though 
liifi person was knoiwtii to all ifae iunily ; jBAd 
meerittg iu the icouit -with Ae Biev. Mr. Brjaut^ 
{Hid ^se^vieral other geadejnea^ wihom ht ffrdl koiev^ 
he disked iff tbei r honoars bad any vsAe to kyi Mr. 
^^cMtman ai^ed him tf he icnew his iMsiiieas^ and 
•^n hk ansiwerhig in the a&rmaliiBe, he flK«s %e0t 
in ^o get Ms dinner^ with a protnise^ that aAer 
be had tdroed ^llbey wocdd make a trial of hts abi^ 
Wies* Dinner 4>efuig ^V€r> he Wias cidled intoit 
7mloiFrfini<N»g a fovge cpnpany 4Bf geatfenen 
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^nd ladies. '' Well, Mr. Rat-catcher/' 'said Mr. 
Portmarij '* can you lay any scheme to kill the rats 
without hurting my dogs f" ^^ Yes, yes/' replied Ca- 
rew^'* I shall lay my composition where even the 
rats cannot climbto reach it" — ^^ And what coun- 
tryman are you r" — *^ A Devonshire man, an't 
please your honour." '^ What's your name?" Carew 
perceiving, by some smiles and whispers, that he 
was known, replied, by telling the letters •£ 
which his name was composed. This occasioned 
a good deal of mirth, and Mr. Pleydell, of St. 
Andrew's Milbourn, who was one of the compa- 
ny, expressed some pleasure at seeing the famous 
Bamfylde Moore Carew, whom he said he had 
never seen before. '^ Yes, but you have/' said 
lie, '* and given me a suit of cloaths." Mr. Pley- 
dell was surprised, and desired to know when it 
was; Carew asked him if he did not remember 
being met by a poor wretch, with a stocking 
round his head instead of a cap, an old woman's 
ragged mantle on his shoulders, no shirt to his 
back, nor stockings to his legs, and scarcely any 
shoes ta his feet, who toM him thathe was apoor 
, unfortunate man, cast away near the Canaries, 
,and taken up with eight others, by a Frenchman, 
the rest of tlie crew, rfxteen in number, being 
drowned \ and that after having asked him some 
questions, he gave him a guinea 'and a suit tf 
cloaths. Thift Mr. Pleydell acknowledged, and 
>Car€w replied : ^^ He was no other than the ex- 
pert rat-catcl^r now before you." At this the 
xompawy laughed very heartily; aud Mr, Pley- 
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dell, and several otfaens, offering to lay a goioea 
that they ^hoitkl know him again, let him come 
hi what form he pleased, and others aisserting the 
contrary, Carew was desired to try has ii^eniuty ; 
and some of the company following faiai out, let 
hkn know that on snch a day, the «me compa^ 
By, with several odiers^ were to be at Mn Piey- 
ddl's. 

Wten the day amTed, he got hhnself dose 
shaved, dressed himself like an old woman, pat 
a high-crowned hat on bis head, bor^wed a lit- 
tle httinp-backed child of a tinker, aiftd two others 
of a beggar, atid with the two last at his back^ 
and the former by the hand^ marched to Mr« 
Pleydell'ii ; when oomii^ np to the door, he p«il 
bis hand l>etuud him, and pittcbing ofie of the 
children^ set it a roairing, auid ^ve the alarm to 
Ihe dogsi, who caa>e out with open throats, so 
ihat between the <;ryiug of the child, and the 
ftxirkifig of the do^Sy the family was sufiiciently 
'^mnoyed. lliis brought out the naid, who do- 
fsired libe supposed old woman to go ahoat her 
busioess, telling iber she disturbed the ladies. 
^' God bless their ladyships," replied Carew, ** I «n 
the unfo^anate granohiiother of these poor help- 
Jess tn&ats, whose dear mother, and sAi they had 
was bcimedtat the dreadfiil fire at Kirton, SRul 
Jmope the good ladies waU, Sor God's sake, bestow 
something ^n the poor famisbed iafaatsu"' This 
fatiiiil ude was accompanied with tears, and thti 
maid going in, soon retnrned widi half a crowo^ 
and a mess of broth, which Caivew wesat into the 
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10 BAMPFTLDE MOORE CAREW. 

cduit to eat. It was not long before the geatle- 
inen appeared, and after they had all relieved 
him^ he pretended to go away, when setting up a 
tantivy, tantivy, and an halloo to the dogs, they 
tamed about, and some of them then recollecting, 
from his altered voice, that it could be no othfer 
than Carew, he was called in. On examining 
his features, they were highly delighted, and je- 
► warded him for tlie entertainment he had given 
them. 

Carew ^ easily entered into every character, 
and moulded himself into so many different forms, 
that he gained the highest applauses from that 
apparently wretched community to which he be- 
longed, and soon became the favourite of their 
king, whp was very old. This flattered his low 
ambition, and prompted him to be continually 
planning new stratagems, among which he exe- 
cuted a very bold one oo the duke of ,Bo^ 
ton. — Dressing himself in asailor^s ragged* 
babit, and going to his grace's near Basingstoke 
m Hampshire, he knocked at the gate, and with 
en assured countenance, desired admittance to 
the duke, or at least that the porter would give 
his grace a paper which he held in his Ijand : but 
he applied in vain. Not discouraged, he waited 
till he at last saw a servant come out, and telling 
him he was a very unfortunate man, desired be 
would be so kind as to introduce him where he 
might speak with his grace. As this servant had 
no interest in locking up his master, he very rea- 
dily promised to comply with his requesti as "' 
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soon as the porter \eas off his stand ; which he 
accordingly did, introducing him into a hall > 
through which the duke was to pass. He had 
not been long there, before the duke entered, 
Vpon which dropping on one knee he offered 
him a petition, setting forth, that the unfortu- 
nate petitionef, Bampfylde Moore Carew, was 
supercargo of a vessel that was cast aw^y coming 
from Sweden, in which were all his effects, none 
of which he had been able to save. The duke 
seeing the name of Bampfylde Moqfe Carew> 
and knowing those names to belong to families 
of the gratest worth and note in the west of En- 
gland, asked him several questions about his fa- 
mily and relations, when being surprised that he 
should apply for relief to any but his own family, 
who were so well able to assist him, Carew re- 
plied, that he had disobliged therii by some fol- 
lies of youth, and had not seen them for some 
years. The duke treated him with the utmost 
humanity, and calling a servant, had him. con- 
ducted into an inner room, where being shaved 
by his grace's order, a servant was sent to him 
with a suit of clothes, a fine Holland shirt, and 
every thing necessary to give him a genteel ap- 
pearance. He was then called in to the duke, 
who was sitting v^ith several other persons of 
quality. They yfere all taken with his persoa 
ai^d behaviour, and presently raised for him a 
supply of. ten guineas. His grace being en- 
gagedto go out that afternoon, desired him to 
stay there that night, and gave orders that he 
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sboiiM be KaiKhoiiiely entartaiaeilA feaving his 
gentlemaa ia keep him company. Bat the duke 
was scarcely gope^ when Carew found an opp<»r* 
tuQity to set out unobsef ved towards Basingstoke^ 
where he went lo a house freqiiented by some of" 
his commimity. He treated the company, and 
kiifbrming tliem of the bold stratiageai he had 
executed^ the wbote place resounded with ap« 
please, mid eveiy one acknowledged that he wa» 
iKioftt worthy of succeeding to the throne of the 
mendicant tribe^ oa the first Tacancy that should 
occur. 

> In the same disguise he imposed upon seve* 
rri others, and having spent some days in hunt^ 
ing with colqnel Strao^ways, at Melbury m 
Dorset, the conversation happened one day at 
dinner to turn on Car^w^ ingenuity ; the colonel 
seemed surprised that several who were so wet) 
acquainted with him, should have been so dee^v^ 
. ed; asserting, that he thought it impossible lor 
Carew to 'deceive him, as he had thorou^tj 
ohiierved every feature and Mne in fih eounten- 
ance; on which he modestly replied, it might he 
so, and some other subfect being started, the 
matter dropped. Early the next morning Ca- 
rew being called upon to go out with the hounds^ 
desired to be excused, which the colonel being 
inlb«n«d of, went to the ^Id without him. Soon 
after, Carew weut down stfiirs, and slightly in* 
quiring which way the colonel generally retaci^> 
walked out, and going to a house frequented by 
his community, exchanged bis clothes for a ra^ 
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gM hsibit^ mode a ccrtmterFett waxmi in tjis thigh, 
-tooSrapaSroficrntdics, and ^having di«guised1n» 
fcce ^wrth a «cnenrtfle [fity-m<writig teartl, went "m 
t^an^ .of the cblond, whom lie found m fji^ 
^toWfKff^ Bvershot.' flis lamenttible moans W 
•gan tj^most-atf sooii' as the cdlbncl was in sight: 
*fis countenance expriessedtiothitng but pain ; *bti 
fretcnded wound was exposed to the cdkmd's eye> 
^^mdtlie te^rstricicled down his silver "beard. M 
•Ae ctfloneF-r heart was not proof against sudji 
«i effecting vfiftght, iie Arew him h^ a crown> 
'Which CJarew received with exuberant gratitude, 
tmd then with great st&mission desired to be in^ . 
formed if cdlonel'Striingeways, 'a very charita1>lj5 
gentleman, did not live in that heigtrbourhood, 
and begged to be directed the nearest way to hi^ 
'seat; on^ioh the colonel, fitled* with compas- 
sion, shewed him the shortest way to his owil 
fcmse, and on thisTie took his leave. Carew 
returned ^before the * coTonel, and pretended to 
%e greatly tefreshefl with his morning's walk* 
When they had liat donii to dinner, Carew iu- 
tjuhred what sport they had, and if the colone'lhad 
i^otraeta very miserable object. " f di^— a 
^ery miserable object indeed,^ replied the co- 
lonel. ♦*' Jhid he has got hither before you,'^ sayi 
•Carew, ^ and is now at your table.** This oc- 
casioned a great 4eal of mirth ; but the co^lonel 
could -not be persuaded of the truth of whotflJa- 
'rewaBserted, dtfhe slipped out, and chopped ia 
tt^in^onliis crutdlitei. n 

'vvv. e.— «t>. 1IK0. d # 
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About this time Clause Patch, the^king of tlif 
tpendicantSj, died« and Care w had : the honor of 
being elected king in his stead ; by which dig- 
iiity, as be was provided with evefy. thing nec^ 
, ss^ry hy the joint contributions of the comniiuutjri 
he was under ^o obligatioa tp go on any cruize. 
Notveiihstanding this, Carew was. as active in bis 
ftttatageois as ever; but he had not long eajiayed 
this honor, when he was seized and confiiied as 
tkn idl^ vagrant, tried at the quarter sessions at 
£xeter, and transported to Maryland f_whe«3 
Ibeing arrived, he took the opportunitjr, whiie 
the captain of the vessel and a person who 
seemed disposed' to buy him, were drinking a 
bowl of punch in a public house, to give them 
the slip, and to take with him a pint of brandy 
and some biscuits, and** then betake himself to 
.the woeds. 

Having. thus eluded their search, as he was 
eQtirely ignorant that none were allowed to tra- 
vel there without proper passes, or that there 
was a considerable reward granted for appre- 
hending a runaway, he congratulated himself oq 
^his happy eseape, aud did not doubt but he 
should find means to get to England ; but going 
one morning early through a narrow path, he 
was met by four men, when not being able to 
produce a pass, he w^ seized, carried before a 
justice of peace, and thrown^ into prisqci; But 
here obtaining information, that some captain^ 
to whoiO he was known were lying with their 
ships ia the harbor^ be acquainted them with his 
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Situation, on which tliejr paid him a vi^ft/and 
told him^ that as he had not been sold to a plan- 
ter^ if the captain did not come to demand him, 
he' would be publicly sold the next cfourt-day, 
and then generously agreed to purchase him 
among themselves, and to give him his liberty. 
Carew wias so struck with their kindness, that he 
could not consent to purchase his liberty at their 
ekpetice, and desired them to teH the captain ^ 
who brought the transports where he was. 
Tliey at last agreed to his request; the captain 
received the news with great pleasure, sent round 
bis boat for him, had him severely punish- 
ed with a cat-of-nine tails, and a heavy iron 
dollar fixed to bis neck, and with this galling 
yoke he was obliged to perform the greatest 
(Jnidgery. 

^^One day, when his spirits were ready to sink 
with despair, he saw the captains Harvey and 
Hopkins, two of those Who had proposed to 
ptrrchase his liberty. They were greatly affected 
With the miseries he suffered, and having sound* 
ed the boatswain and mate, prevailed on them 
to wink at his escape; but the greatest obstacle 
Was the penalty of forty pounds and half a year's 
imprisonment for any one that took off his iron 
collar, so that he must be obliged to travel with 
it on. The captains acquainted him with all the 
difRcnllies he would meet with ; but he was far 
from being discouraged, and resolved to set out 
that night, wheti directing him what course to 
take, they gave him a pocket compass to steer 
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hg, a steel and tmd^-box^ a bag of biscuiti^ » 
cheese^ aod acone iMm* Aitec tukinff a4f affnt«* 
tiootfte leave of Iiis. benefs^tot^, be sei; aa& ;, hut 
lie bad not tra»elli3cl ht befanef be b^gaa ta r^ 
:^eeCoa hk. w»tcbed caaditlonr^'aIo]3e> luiarmed, 
%itiac^aaiated wilb tbe wzq^j g^^led wub a beayj 
yuke^ exposed &fierf mcmMJat Xa the most unini* 
li|»it dangersi; a»d a dark tenoipestuoMs m{^ 
a^j^soacfaiug increased liis te£V€ur"» bi& £ass. we];:^:. 
assaulted by tbe yelU o^* tbe wUd beasta;; bdl^ 
kiiuiliag souic sticks^ he ke{^t them all mgj[U at m> 
^kUuuee^ by coastanUy swingUig a fire^ brand 
rcmml bis bead. Wben day-ligbt s^^few^ed, bm 
luid »o4lui^ t«i do but t» »e€rk foj^ the. tb^ikeii. 
uce be eoiJd tod^r aad ciiuibu>£ iati»r i>€^ c)f«i bf^ 
I^id Uaveikid bard ^IL nij§liQ^ he sK>oa ieit . «iBlee)p^ 
Here he staid all day^ eating sparbgly of k|i» bisi^ 
cai^ aad clieese^ aad nigbt comiji^ oa be te«Aa« 
Jarge dram cf lum^ and agaia. pussued bui joM^ 
ney. In this mannex trai^eUhTg,by iii^s^ asd"; 
concealing bimgelf by da^^ be wait on. till be 
^as^out o? daagex of piuniuit^ Of being stepped 
fot waot of a pass, and tb«a. tr^veiiei by dfijr 
His jowrney was fre<|Hently ioterrupted by vi^r* 
andrivuletSy which he was obliged eitbec to wadA 
tbrx^ugh^ OK swim over* At lecigth be discovered 
five ladians at a distance; bis- fear ][:epreset>l^ 
tbem in the most frightAd colours ; bar a^s^.bd 
came nearer^, he perceived them clothed radeer-^ 
skins^ their hair was exceeding, long, and to hi* 
inexpressible joy^ becUscav^red tbey bad goM 
in their bands^ which was a sure.sigi&of thei|: 
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being friendly Indians ; and these having accost- 
ed him with great civility, soonl introduced him 
to their king, who spoke very good English, and 
made him go to his wigwam, or hoa^e, when ob- 
serving that he was much hurt by his collar, the 
king imoiediately set himself about freeing him 
from it, and at last effected it by jagging the steel 
of Carew's tinder-box into a kind of saw, his 
majesty sweating heartily at the work. This 
being done, he. set before Carew some Indiaa 
bread and other refreshments. Here h^ was 
treated with the greatest hopitality and respect; 
and scarcely a day passed, in which he did not 
go out with some party on a hunting match, and 
frequently with the king himself. 

One day as they were hunting, they fell in 
company with some other Indians near the river 
Delaware, and when the chace was over, sat 
down to be merry with them. Carew took thi$^ 
opportunity to slip out, and going to the4river 
side, seized one of their canoes, and though en- 
tirely unacquainted with the method of managing 
ihem, boldly poshed from shore, and landed near 
Newcastle, in Pennsylvania. 
V Carew now transformed himself into a quaker, 
and behaved as if he had never seen any other 
sort of people; and in this manner travelled to 
Philadelphia, xneisting every where with the 
kindest treatment and the most plentiful supply; 
from hence he went td New York, where going 
on board a vessel Wlooging to Captain Rpgers> 
he set sail for JBnglaiid; and after having pre*^ 
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imn^ hid beh^ prelMd on board » man o£ im^ 
by priekiDg hi» banda and f»ee^ and mUbbtg 
tbem with baj^-salt aad giH»powckr/ ifO give hka 
tli« appeartoee oi^he imebA-i^&x, m&iy liMickd atf 
Brisio)^ and sooti rejoined hi» wife aad bc^giim 
cttifipanioilB. 

Sere terminatet fb& Aarrati^ie of tbe sKhiea^ 
iTte^es of tbis exuaordsDary pcscaoti^ tvho^ witti inif> 
fSofCtmon- talenttf and the^ greatest advania|p3% 
eonoectkNEM, and iiiteie^^ ai%bt bave fifjUFed in 
the^b^h«si and moat respeetajbkk walks of USft. . 
Wbal beeaiae of btJt) afterwards i# anknowa^ 
but he it said fc^ bate died aboot tbe j^eair 1770^ 
%6«d77* 



COUNTESS OF SCHWARZBURG. 

In modeta, as^weB as in ancient bistorjr^ w« 
find ejsanajfyles of iniiKepidi.ty recarded of wovaem^' 
that cqoai anj which hAre beca gcrao! by iht 
^her sex f and it may abo be remarked, that in 
the latter they more fireiquead^ prceeed hma 4 
tirtttoos or praiseworthy anartive* Sodi was tha 
action which acquired tekbfky foa tlie CoQi^ 
t^^dowager of Scbwanthtt*^ who, bjrthei ba4d« 
Beds and reaohition of her cocMhaDt^ stcocic terrOi^ 
on onae acca^CNi> inta tke formidaUe I>ake4if 
ANa. 

Wh^ the «mpcror Cbadefttbe M&h, wb« w«a 
abo king al f^piia^ paaitd tbvoug^ Tbarijn;>% 
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4m luft leHum^ in dire joaf li»47» finuB tlie IxiClte 
of KisiblJbcrg, Ui hi» camp in Suabii^ C^Mheme, 
cocmteffi- dowager of Scbynursbiirg, boia prinoess 
of Heiittebefg> oiHained of htm a letter of tmfia* 
gUBrd> that her avbjecu might have notbiag Id 
feat hem the S{»atiii^ army oq. itai march, thraogli 
k^ terrLtorces ; in rcturk for which she baim4 
lierself to aUoir the Spanish tcoopt that wcxe m 
esxtsi the rii^cr Saale foy the bridge at RncldU 
pi$uAty to mpp\y themselves with b^ead^ beer> and 
<^er pmrisiottd, at a reoionabie price^'in that 
place* At the same time she took the precautioti 
to have tlie bridge whick s(ood close to the town 
demolished m aU haste^ and re-coostrticted over 
th6 rirer at a considerable dbtasce^ that the too 
great proximity of the city might be no tempta* 
tion to her rapaeions^ goesis* The inhabitants ' 
too of a}t the )^ace$ through which the army wm 
to pass> were informed that they migiit send theit 
mOist vakiabk effects to the cXsfle of Rudoltftadr* 
Meanwhile the Spani^ general^ attended by 
prince Henry of Brunswick and his sons^ a(>« 
proached the city. By a messenger whom thef 
dispoC^ed he&tnter they annonnced their intea»- 
tion of breahinsting witii the countess <tf 
S€&wa]»bcirg« So modest a request^ made at thtf 
head of an anny> was^ not to be rejected* The 
answer returned was^ that they i^nldi be snjH 
plied with what the bonse affoiaded^ that bia 
eaceliency might come^ and be assared of a wel- 
>«onle reception* However^ she did no^ ne^ect 
ai dMT same time to jreundtbe Spaaisfa getteral 
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of the safe-guard^ and to urge the conscientioas 
observance of it. A friendly reception i^nd a well- 
fumished table^ welcomed the arrival of the duke 
At the (castle. He was obliged to confess^ that 
the Thuringian ladies had an excellent notion of 
cookery^ and did honor to the laws of hospitality. 
But scarcely had they taken their seats^ when a 
messenger out of breath called the countess from 
th^ hall. He informed her^ that the Spanish sol- 
diers had used violence in some vUiages on the 
way^ and had driven off the cattle belonging to 
the peasants. Catherine was a true mother to 
her people; whatever th^ poorest of her subjects 
unjustly suffered, wounded her to the quick. Full 
of indignation at this breach of faith^ yet not 
forsaken by her presence of mind, she ordered 
her whole retinue to arm themselves immediately 
in private, and to bolt and bar all the gates of the 
castle; which done, she retmned to the hall, an4 
rejoined the princes, who were still at table. 
Here she complained to them, in the most 
moving terms, of the usage she had met with^ 
and how badly the imperial word was kept 
They told her, laugliing, that this was tke cus<- 
lorn in war, and that such trifling disorders of 
soldiers in marching through a place were OQt 
to be minded. '' That we shall presently ^ee," 
replied she, resolutely. '' My poor subjects must 
have their own- again, or by G — d r — raising her 
voice in a threatening tone— '^ princes' blood for 
oxen's blood .!** With this emphatic declaratioa 
she quitted the x(H>m, which, in ja few jw^mgats^ 
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wa» filled wUk «rte«il nsn^ «4c% mmA m ^m^ 
y«t #itb yieat reiMetei^ pkvtiag. tkcnMsfitfes 
fapeUiMl Ua0t clkabft o£ ^ pvine^eiy te«k A» fiai0m 
o£ tl^waiteis^ Oft Use tlMtonte frf Ihase ficwci* 
looUaf Mo^ts^ tke doltfe ^ Altai ebaHgtd coki^ 
ai^ the gto«atB aU gaodd a4 dUeanotber id tfilei»o€ 
a^ affng^ C«t q£ frem tbe a»Hayjtaun«MwUA 
bj s^M^solot^ body o£ nfteoy whAC bad thejr td do^,i 
but CO gttiniiMn. u(> their pauettce^. aod^ to appeAM 
tUeoffeiMkci lady o» the best texnia they eoaldi 
Uemry ef BeuM^ttiick wa» the first tkat eollected 
hiS)»piiit»; and amcMihered bis feeliag» by burst* 
iiig kito ft loud fitoC kugbtev^ ibna. iM^ziii^ the 
most reasem^le w^y o€ conuui^ o#, by tdrnm^ 
M tbctt bad j^a^ed mlif> A sabfect o£ rtnrlh ; cohh- 
gUidrng wkb sk wariH paaeigrBi^ o*^ tlat patiiotiit^ 
^onetKa and the deiei fl&ised intrepidity the coui^ 
yi^ bad sfaewik. He kiijreated her te^ tt\ake ber* 
mfU emy, mid attdcutoOk to pcevail oa the duke ^ 
of Akvato cdiHtnt t« wfaatever sbaiild be fonOid 
ireasonabte; wUcb he i«imedii|tdy efiected by 
iodudng the ktter ti(> dispotcb oxk the spot aa 
ordes to die avray to reafeore the caiittle without 
dteiay to the persons from wb^MHi they had beea 
ftlolea* On the tetum of the eouciet witb a cer^ 
lificate that con»pen«fatioa bad been made for aU. 
danaagestt the conntesa of Schwav^tMirg poiitdiy 
thanked h^ gvests fbr ^e honor tiiey had done 
her casitle ; and they> m letuix], veiry courteoup^ 
took their lea^e. ' 

Xi waa this tcaosaet'Km^ so ddubty tbat pisocttced 
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for Catherine the surimBie of the Heroic. Stt^ 
ii likewise highly extolled for the active forti- 
tude she displayed in promoting the reformation 
throughout her dominions^ which bad already 
been introduced by her husband. Count Henry . 
XXXVIIth, as well as for her resolute per- 
severance in suppressing monastic institutions, 
and improving the system of education. Num- 
bers of protestant preachers, who bad sustained 
persecution on accotmt of religion, fled to her 
for protection and support, which she granted 
them in th<5 fullest extent. Among these was a 
certain Caspar Aguila, parish-priest at Saaifeld, 
who, in his younger years, had attended the 
emperor's army to the Netherlands in quality of 
chaplain ; and, because he there refused to bap** 
4tze a caunofi ball, was fastened to the mouth of 
a mortar by the licentious soldiers, to be shof 
into the air; a fate which he happily avoided' 
only by the accident of the powder not catching 
fire. He was now for the second time in imori- - 
went danger of his life, and a price of 5000 flo^ 
rins was set upon his head, because the evoperor 
was enraged against him for having attacked 
one of his measures from the pulpit. Catherine 
had him privately brought to her castle, at the 
request ot' the people of Saalfeid, where she kept 
him many uionths concealed, and caused. him to 
b^ attended with the greatest assiduity, till the 
storm was blown over, and he could venture to 
s^esLV in public. She died, universally honored. 
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wd {amented^ in the SS^h year of her age, and 
,<he ^th of her reign. Her retmains were depo- 
sited in the cbui'ch of Rudoktadt. 



JAMES CRICHTON. 

7HIS gentleman, was a native of Scotland, who 
in the course of a short life acquired an uncom- 
mon degree of celebrity, and on account of his 
extraordinary endowments both of mind and 
body, obtained the appellation of '^ the fxdmirable 
Crichton," by which title he has continued to be 
distinguished to the present day. The time of 
his birth is said by the generality of writers to 
Jiave been in 1551 ; but the Earl of Buchan, in a 
memoir read to the Society of Antiquaries at 
Edinburgh, asserts that.he was bt»rn in the month 
of Apgust, 15£>0. His father was lord advocate 
of Scotland in Queen Mary's reign from 1561 to 
1573; and his mother, the daughter of Sir James 
Stuart, was allied to the family which then filled 
the Scottish throne. 

James Crichton is said to have received hfs 
grammatical education at Perth,, and to have 
studied philosophy at the luiiversity of St. An- 
drews. His tutor at that university was Mr. 
John Rutherlbrd, api'ofesspr, at that time famous 
for bis learning, and who distinguished biisiself 
by writing four books on Aristotle's kgic^ aad m 
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king, he was like 4i»trHet€d, with hr* mnjesty^ 
by Bachanan, Hepburn, and Robertson, as well 
as by Rutherford ; and he had scarcely arrived 
at the twentieth year of his age, when he had 
gone through the whole circlp of tlfe sciences, 
and could vpedk i^ixA ;mxke lo peifretion in ten 
different languages. Nor had he neglected tb^^ 
ornamental brancjhes of eSucetttni'; for lie had 
Jfkewise fmpmved 'himself, to the iiighest degree, 
in riding, ^fencing, «ml fflngin^,iind Trasa^Kaftfl 
peffonmer on all swts of itistrtrtnents. 

Pos»essif»g t'ltese «tii!Berans/acccmipli«lim«its, 
"Cfichton -weirt aferoafl aipon tts ti-aveTs, and ^ 
said to have first viated Paris. Of his Irans- 
actions at tfiat place, the foJlownig account fs 
giTCB. He <;aused «ix placaitis to be fixed on all 
the ga^Cfi -of die schocffe, hatts, "awd coffleges 
of the tiniversity, and on iff! the ffifiars and 
posts before tl%e hetises bdongrng lo ^ft» most 
ifenowne^ Hteri^ characters in '(hafttAty, hrvit- 
ing aH those iv^wa *H?re yreil verseS hi any art <k 
fK?ieiioe, to Aiispirte i¥jth imti m #»e -coUege of 
Navarre, that daj six weeks, by titne dVjlock m 
rtie momit>g,^iA«i hewouW afttend them an^*be 
yeady to awswer to wlwtever AfwW be yrofpesei 
to SaiM in ^anytwfor science, and iti «ny of *<hes« 
tii«^vi» kngoages, lfelw!ew,'SyiYac, Amine, Greek; 
Latin, l:$f«uii«h, l^feneh,'itaii£m,'&igti^j ^teb| 
meiii«A)j'aiM[lS)ah«vofiroR; ^odthiy^tberin ¥ef«t 
•f tjfmomy #rt; ti^&.diM»ietio» et^Ate «K«^u$|Niit . 
5 
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During the wWe intermediate timc^ rastvad 
«f ddse]y applyiilg to, his studies^ a& might have 
been expected, he attended to nothiDg bat hunt- 
iog, hawking, tilting, vaukkis,. riding, tossing the 
pike, handling the- musket^ and other military 
feats; or else he employed himself in <lomestic 
games, such as balis^ concerts of music, Tocal ajid 
iDstriimenta]| cards, dice^ tennis, and the like- 
diversions of yoatb. This condnct ao provoked 
the students of the university, that beneath tlie 
placard which wa* fixed on tlte Navarre glite, 
they wrote the following words : '^ If you would 
meet with this monster of perfection, the^adie^t 
way to find him is to enquire for him at the 
tavern, or the houses of ill fame." 

Nevertheless, when the day appointed arrived, 
Cricbton appeared in the college of Navaire, 
and /icqjuitted himself beyond expression in the 
disputation^ which lasted from nine o'clock in 
the morning till six at night. At length the pre- 
«ident, after extolling him highly for. die many 
mre and excellent endowments which God and 
nature had bestowed upon hitn, rose from bis 
chair, and accompanied by four of the most: 
eminent prcfessois of the univei'sity, gave him a 
^amond ring and a purse full of gold, as a tes- 
timgaiy of their respeet and admiration. The 
yrhote ended with the repeated acclamations and 
huzzas of the spectators, and henceforward oilr 
young disputant was called ^ the admirable 
Grichton/' It is added, that ao little was he 
&tigued with his exertions on this occasioQ, that 
VOL. ft. — ^o. £0. Q,Q 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



126- JAMES CRICJITerC. 
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he went the veiy next day to the Loavre, where 
he had a match of 'lilting, an exercise then in- 
great vogue, and in the presence of a great 
number of ladies; and of sopie of the princes of^ 
the French court, carried away- the ring fifieea 
times successively. > 

We find him, about two years after this dis- 
play of his talents, at Rome, where he affixed a 
placard in all the conspicuous places of the city, 
in the following terms: *^ We, James Crichton, 
of Scotland, will answer extempore any question 
that may be proposed." In a city which abound- 
ed in wi^, this bold chaHeiige could not escape 
the ridicule of a pasquinade. It is said, how- 
ever, that being nowise discouraged, he appeared 
at the time and place appointed; and that, in the 
presence of the pope, many cardinals, bishops, 
doctors of divinity, and professors in all the 
•sciences, he exhibited such wonderful proofs of 
his universal knowledge, that he excited no less 
surprize tl^an he had done at Paris. Boc.calini, 
however^ who was then at Rome, gives a semti- 
what different account of the matter. According 
to that writer, the pasquinade made such an im- 
pression upon him, that-he left a place where he- 
had been so grossly affronted, tis to be put upoa 
a level with jugglers and mountebanks. ■- 

From Rome, Crichton proceeded to Venice, 
where he contracted an intimate friendship with 
Aldus Manutius,liaurentiu8 Ma$sa, Speron Spe- 
ronius, Johannes Donqitus, and various other 
learned persons, to whom be presented several 
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poems in commendation of the city and univer- 
sity. At length he was introduced to the doge 
and senate, in whose presence he made a speech, 
which was accompanied with such beauty of 
eloquence, and such grace of person and manner, 
that he received the thanks of that illustrious 
body, and nothing but this prodigy of nature 
was talked of through the whole city. He like- 
wise held disputations on the subjects of the- 
ology, philosophy, and mathematics, before the 
most eminent professors and large multitudes of 
people. His reputation was so great, that the 
desire of seeing and hearing him brought to- 
gether a vast concourse of persons from different 
quarters to Venice. It may be collected from 
Manutius, that the time in which Crichton gave 
these demonstrations of his abilities was in the 
year 1580. 

During his residence at Venice, h^ fell into a 
bad state of health, which continued for the 
space of four months. Before he was perfectly 
recovered, he went, by the advice of his friend^f,^ 
to Padua, the university of which was, at that 
time, in great reputation. The day after lii^ arri- 
val, there was an assembly of all the learned men of 
the place at the house of Jacobus Aloysius Corne- 
liui^when Crichton opened the meeting with an 
extempore poem in praise pf the city, the uni- 
versity, and the company who had honored him 
with their presence. After this, he disputed for 
six^hours with the most celebrated professors ori 
various subjects of learning;, and be exposed, m 
2 c 2 
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.particukir^ the errors of Aristotle and his com* 
men tators, with so much solidity and acutenesa, 
and at the same time with so much modesty, 
that he excited universal admiration. In con- 
clusion he delivered extempore an oration in 
praise of ignorance, which was c6nducted with 
such ingenuity and elegance, that his hearer*^ 
were astonished. This exhibition of Crichton's 
talents was on the 14th of March, 1581. 

He »oon afterwards appointed a day fov ano- 
ther disputation, to he held at the palace of the 
t)if hop of Padua, not for the purpose of affording 
.higb<sr proofs of his abilitieis, but in compliance 
with the earnest solicitationt of some persons 
who were not present at the former assembly. 
Jkccbrding to the accoaut of Manutius, various 
circumstances occurred which prevented this 
meeting from taking place; but Imperialis relates 
that he w^ informed by his father, who was pre- 
feot 00 \h(^ occ^ion^ diat Crichton was opposed 
\>y Arcbangeltt^ Mercenarius^ a famons philo- 
ioph^^ and tliat h^ acquitted himself so well as - 
to obtain the. approbatioo of a \try honorable 
0ompany> and ereo of his antagonist himself. 

Ao^id^t the high applauses that were bestowed 
upon the genius and attainments of the young 
Scotchii>an, still there were some who endeavqied 
to deti'act from his merit. For ever, therefore, 
to confound these invidious cavillers, he caused 
a paper to be fixed on the gate of St. John and 
St. Pauls church> in which he offered to pcove 
before the university, that the errors of Aristotle, 
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and of all his followers, were almost innumerable ;. 
and that the latter had failed both in explaining 
their master's meaning, and in treating on theo- 
logical subjects. He promised likewise to refute 
the dreams of certain mathematical professor^^ 
to dispute in all the sciences, and to answer to 
whatever should be proposed t© him, or objected 
against him. All this he engaged to do, either 
in the common logical way, or by numbers and 
mathematical figures, or in one hundred sorts of 
verses, at the plt^sure of his opponents. Accord- 
ing to Manutius, Crichton sustained this contest 
without fatigue for three days; during whiclx 
time he supported his credit and maintained his 
propositions with such spirit and energy, that he 
obtained, from an Unusual concoui^se of people, 
unbounded praises and acclamations. 

From Padua Crichton set out for Mantua, 
where there happened to be at that time a gladi- 
ator who had foiled in his travels the most skil- 
ful fencers in Europe, and" had lately killed three; 
who had entered the lists with him in that city. 
The duke of Mantua was much grieved at Having 
granted this man his protection, as he fouml it 
to be attended with such fatal consequences. 
Cricbton being informed of his concern, offered 
his service to drive the murderer not only from 
Mantua, but from Italy, and to fight him for 
1 500 pistoles. Though the duke was unwilling 
to expose such an accomplished person to so- 
great a hazard; yet relying. on the report he had 
heard of his martial feats, he agreed to the pro^- 
2 G 3 
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posal, and the time and place being appointed^^ 
the whole court attended to behold the perforoi* 
ance. At the begianing of the combut Cricbtoii 
stood only upon his defence^ while thejtaliaa 
made hh attack with such eagerness aoid ftiry, 
that he began to be fatigued. Crichton now 
seized the opportunity of attacking hi» antagonist 
in return, which he did with so much dexterity 
and f'lgor, thai he ran him through the body ilk 
three different places, so that he immediately 
died of the wounds. On this occasion the acck* 
libations of the spectators were loud and ^^tFai- 
otdinar}"; and it was acknowledged by all of 
them, that they had never seen art gra^ natore^ 
or nature second the precepts of art, in ^o stri«- 
iing a manner as on that day. To crown the 
glory of the action, Crichton bestowed the priae 
of bis victory on the widows of the tfepee persona 
jrho had lost their lives ki fighting witk bis antiH 
gonist. 

It is asserted, that in consequence of this and 
his other wonderful performances, the diike of 
Mantua made choice of him as pceceptor to hia 
son Vincentio de Gronzaga, who i& rej^esented as 
being of a riotous temper and ^ dissplute life. 
The appointment was highly pleasing to the 
court. We are told that Crichton, to testify bis. 
gratitude to his^ friends and benefactors, i^id to 
contribute to their diversion^ composed a com«- 
dy^ in which he expoaed and ridiculed all th« 
weak and faulty sides of the various employmenlB . 
in which men aj;e engaged^ This was regsi^dsfd 
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a» one of the moft ingenioiw satires that ever 
wag made upon mankitx]. Btit the most asto- 
nishing part of the story is, that Crichton sus- 
tained fifteen characters in the representation of 
bis own play. ^ Among the rest, he ac^ed the 
divine>. the lawyer, the mathematician, the sol- 
dier> and ihe physician, with such inimitable 
grace, that every time be appeared upon the 
theatre he seemed to be a different person. 

From being the principal actor in a comedy, 
Crichton soon became the subject of a 'dreadful 
tragedy. One night, during the carnival, as he 
was walking through the streets of Mantua, and 
pkiying upon his guhar, he was attacked by half 
a dozen people in masks. The assailants found 
tfiat they had no ordinary person to deal with, 
for they w^i*e not able to maintain their ground 
against him. Having at length disarmed the lea-^ 
der of the company, the latter pulled off his mask, 
and begged his life, telling him that he W€ts the 
prince his pupil. Crichton immediately fell 
upon his knees, and expressed his coneem for 
kis mistake; alledging that what he had done 
was only in his own defence, and that if Gron- 
saga had any design upon his life, he might 
always be master of it. Then taking his sword 
, by the point, he' presented it to the prince, who 
was so irritated at being foiled with all his at- 
tendants, that he instantly ran Crichton through 
the heart; 

Various have been the conjectures concerning 
t^ motives which could induce Vineentio de 
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Gonzaga to be guilty of so brutal and ungeneroat 
an action. Some have ascribed it to jealousy, 
asserting that he suspected Crichton to be more 
in favour than himself with a lady whom he pas- 
sionatejy loved ; while others, with greater pro- 
bability represent the whole transaction as the 
result of a drunken frolic : and it is uncertain, 
according to Imperialis whether the meeting of 
the prince and Crichton was by accident or design. 
* It is, however, agreed by all, that Crichton lost 
his life in, this rencounter. The time of his de- 
cease is said by the generality of his biographers 
to havebe^n in the beginning of July 1583, but 
Lord Buchan fixes it in the same month of the 
preceding year. The common accounts declare 
that he was killed in the 32d year of his age, 
but Imperialis asserts that he was* only in his 
22d year, at the period of that tragical event, 
and this fact is confirmed by the nobleman just 
mentioned. 

Crichton's tiagical end excited a very great 
and general lamentation. If Sir Thomas Urqu- 
hart is \6 be credited, the whole court of Man- 
tua went into mourning for him three quarters 
of a year ; the epitaphs and elegies composed 
upon his death, would exceed, if collected, the 
bulk of Homer's works ; and for a long time af-^ 
terwards, his picture was to be seen in most of 
the bed-chambers and galleiies of the Italian no- 
bility, representing him on horseback with a lanqe 
in one hand and a book in the other. The sam^ 
author tolls us that Crichton . gained th^j esteem 
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%f kings and' princes by his magnanimity and 
knowledge; of noblemen and gentlemen by bis 
»couhliness breeding, and wit ; of the fich by 
his affability and good company: of the poor 
by his munificence and liberality : of the old by 
tjis constancy and wisdom ; of the young by hia 
mirth and gallantry ; of the learned by his noi* 
versal knowledge; of the soldiers by his undaunt- 
ed valor and courage; of the merchants and dea- 
lers, by his upright dealing and honesty ; and of ^ 
the fair sex by his beauty, in which respect ht 
was a master-pi^ce of nature. 

Such are the accounts of the admirable Crich- 
ton whic^i have been given by a succession of 
writers. They are indeed so wonderful that ma- 
my have been disposed to consider them in a great 
measure, if not altogether fabulous; and the 
ai'gumehts to this effect adduced by Dr. Kippis 
in the Biographia Britannica seem to have coo* 
siderable weight. That writer questions, and 
apparently on very just grounds, the authority of 
those by whom those accounts were first cir- 
culated, and reduces the pretensions of Crich- 
ton within a much narrower compass. ^* What 
then," he asks '' is the opinion which on the 
whole we are to form of the admirable Crichton? 
It rs evident that he Was a youth of such lively 
parts as excited great present admiraxion and 
high expectations with regard to his future at- 
tainments. He appears to have had a fine per- 
son, to have been adroit in his bodily exercises, 
to have possessed a peculiar facility in learning 
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languages, to have enjoyed a remarkably quick 
End retentive memory, and to have excelled in a 
power of declamation, a fluency of speech and 
a readiness of reply. His knoVvledge, likewise, 
was probably, very uncomttion for his years; and 
this, in conjunction with his other qualities, ena- 
bled him to shine in public disputation. BUt 
whether his knowledge and learning were accu- 
rate, or profound., may jtistly be questioned, and 
it may equally be doubted wether he would bave 
risen to any extraordinary degree of eminence 
in the literary world. It will always be reflected 
tipon with regret, that his earl}* and untimely 
death prevented this matter from being brought 
to the test of experiment." ' ' 

Those who recollect the popular infatuation 
which very recently prevailed in favour of a cer- 
tain juvenile theatrical performer, the excessive 
praises and the extravagant sums that were la- 
vished on his exhibitions, together with the opi- 
nion expressed by persons untinctured with the 
epidemic mania of the day, will not find it very 
difficult to reconcile these contradictory state- 
ments, and will be equally diHposed to admit the 
justice of the sentinaents here advanced by the 
revereatj biographer; 
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JOHN BIGG. 

This mam, celebrated for the recluse life he led 
in his latter years, was clerk to Simon Majne, of* 
Dinton, in Buckinghamsliire, one of the judges 
who passed sentence of death on King. Charles I. 
He was not deficient either in learning or under- 
standing, lived in great respectabiUty and pos- 
sessed considerable property. After the restora- 
tion of Charles II. he began to grow melancholy, 
probably en accotint of the ruin entailed by that 
event on the fortunes of his patron and those 
who bad espoused the same cause. He retired 
from the world and made a cave at Dinton, his 
solitary habitation during the remainder of his 
life. 

In a civilized and populous country, a being 
who thus separates himself from society -cannot 
fail of being an object of curiosity. To the cha- 
ritable donations of visitors who were led to him. 
by this motive, was Bigg indebted for subsistence 
in his retirement; but it is remarkable that he 
niever asked for any thing but leather, which he 
would nail or tack to his clothes. He kept three 
bottles constantly hanging t<5 his girdle; one of 
these was for strong beer, another for small beer, 
and the third for milk. He died in 1 696, at tbe 
advanced age of 97 years. His shoes which were 
preserved after his decease, were tery large and 
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composed of about a thousand patches of leatker. 
One of them was placed in the Bodleian rept>si- 
tory, and the other in the coflectipn of Sir John 
Vanhatten of Dinton ; who some years after hia 
death had bM cave dug up, in hopes of discover- 
ing something relative to this aiogular character^ 
but withftut tuci^est.. 



END OF VOL. II. 
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Buxton, Jeiiediah, his extraordinary talents at calculation, XIV. 
19 J anecdofes^f his visit to_ London %^ ;«his death 24. 

Caopur, Joseph, account of his early life, XIV. 4 ; his singulari- 
ties 6 his death 8 ; his wilt 9. 
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ot^in a reprieve 14; hn liheratir>ii :uid dea<h 15. 

OsrePvaJt>-MJ>is excessive avarice. XIV. 3i'. 

Vvers/Joha, htJfery ol" htin, XIll. 1; his parsimonious. liisposi- 

" tion 2 ; singular circuin»tai.6es aaciidii\ his death 3 ; his 
daughter builds the church of St. Alnry Overs, Sauthwaik 5. 

Paulctt, Harry, account of hin>, XIV 9; his periJous advenrure 
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ftitiuiii 8, * ' 

IJrquKncf, Sir Thomni, pnTticul-gs ooncern^g {Wndnural Cricji- 
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